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the emer ties; ; katy. in Fate of be 
and Places whether occaſioned by the faultineſi of the copy, 
'r, or, which is is more : probable, by thei ignorance of the printer, 
2 has therein alſo miſſed the French tranſlator. of it in 
' ſeveral inſtances. We have moreover - been at no-ſmall pains 
to adjuſt the pointing of the ſentenret, which has been fo 
much neglected in the former editions, as in many places to 
render the author's fenſe obſeure, and ſometimes altoge- 

| er unintelligibles which, any who Compares. es the tuo edi- 


tions 1 together will eaſily dfeaper.. Finally, that nothing 


mib. be wanting on our part, we have corrected the In- 
diex ina great many 5 $4. and ſendered it more accurate 
aud uſeful than the former .  Upan the whole, we may 


. venture to hope, that this bs beſides the Conſiderable a- 


 batement made in the price, will come abroad with ſeveral 
age obaverwhat it bad in the firſt publication it. 
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STRESS OF LIFE,) ſo of 

none ſo: uſeful as that, which, 

brings forth the letters, private 

ons, and negotiations of miniſters of 


we 5 ſee 


tlio and Bat rue 
in his long and faithful ſervices under, and negotiati- 
ons with, ſeveral princes, and at as tickliſh/a j 

| and impottant criſs of afies as could almoſt happen 
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but nme 
lent, plain, honeſt advice, (delivered by the bye) which 


2 


favourites may be cautioned what juſt, free, and gene- 
- rous meaſures they ought to take, if they would not 
tread the ſame precipices, whereby others have ſhip- 


3 


J 


ia ſome meaſure, to diſcharge my devoir to the memory 
af the worthy err wage from whom 1 have the ho» 
nour to be deſcended. 


able moment. — tle Hate. 


With, and dote upon romances,” and filly legends ; or 


nen n perſun concerned in the Y 
| knotty. affairs, eſpecially nnn A 
bis time: and therefore, as ocularis teſtis, his work may 
challenge that credit which _ other authors do but 
deſerves as much or more ae us any A | 0 Ss 
of that time, who in reſpect of him were but Auritr. 

The AUTHOR was deeded of one ofthe molt 
nourable families of the kingdom of Scot! | 
hirdfos-to the lein{of Rai; dnd-abGurteen years of 
age was ſent by the queen regent to be page of honour 
toherdaughter Mary, married to. thedanphin « oſ France. 
But, by her allowance, he entered into the ſetvioe of 
the duke of Montmorancy (great conſtable: of France, 
chief miniſter to Henry II.) who earneſtly deſired him 
from her majeſty, having a fancy for the youth's pro- 
miſing parts. He was nine years entertained and em- 
and tried abilities in matters of renten! importance, an 
honourable penſion for his greater el 
ſettled upon him by that king. 

Then being deſirodd, for his bender e 
to travel, 5 having his queen's leave, -and- his maſter 87 
permiſſion for that purpoſe: but, er dee Ger- 


bus pas 


6 1 
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OED 


», 
oy 


condeſcend to attend at his court; 1 "= « be ref 
three years, being by uin employed on ſeveral embaſ- 
fres. After which; obtaining his conſent to 

lüs former intentions of ſurther travel, he viſited. Ve- 
nice; eee n e 
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engage him to wait u 


in Germany, and knowing bim to be 
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able to all of them. But 
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ber noble olfers; 


of ar nom, nt de of queen een. 
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And indeed I was not a 
blication, by refl on the w. Yreſery 
of ſo much of it, after ſo many years, and its then com- 
ing ſo providentially to my hand; it havi 

——— 


with any information by what way it came thither, far 
leſs how ſecured ſo long a ſpace, and amidſt ſo many 
confuſions, being there recommended to no man's par- 
late miniſter in the Gray · Friars church in 

when impriſoned there, to whom the A urnok's hand- 
ing it an happineſs to have lighted on ſo great a rari- 
ty, knowing the worth and abilities of the ban n 


et reer ar wheres 
in, as he ſhews his deep inſight into the intrigues of 
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DAR Son, 


EEING thou haſt ſhewn thyſelf ſo villing to fs 
tisſy my expectations of the following and ob- 
rving many of my former precepts during thy younger 
ars, I grant now unto thy requeſt the more gladly, 

put in writing, for thy better memory, ſeveral paſ- 
pes which thou haſt heard me rehearſe concerning 

e life I did lead during my peregrination through the 
oft part of Europe, from the age of ſourteen years 
| this preſent hour, together with the proſperous ſuc- 
s, and hard accidents happened to me; hoping that 
du wilt be ſo wiſe as to help thyſelf in time by my 

Its, and not wait upon the hurtful experience of the 
mmon ſort, ſeeing no man can ſhew the right way 
ttter than he who hath oft-times chanced upon by- 
ads ; aſſuring thee, that, next unto the ſpecial favour 
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= af Gol, e . oa 
eniboacing of unbought experience, by obſerving th 
ſtumbling errors of others. Neither did I ever fin 
any thing more dangerous than the frequent ſlighting 
to notice any ſeen example, which was always accon 
panied with over-late repentance. | 
The moſt part of things which I purpoſe to ſer Jim x 
ently, are certain old written memorials which wer 
; Ke beſide me in ſundry parcels, —_ of matter 
wherein I have been employed myſelf by ſundry prinſ 
ces, or which I have ſeen or obſerved, being in theidf 
countries, as the purpoſes of themſelves will declareſ 
to ſerve for an example of hfe, and better behaviou 
to thee and thy brother, concerning the ſervice 0 
princes, and meddling in their affairs; which I coul 
not eſchew, for I ſought not them, but they me. 
enforted myſelf to ſerve them more : carefully, diligent 
ly and faithfully than any of my companions, wherc 
by I won greateſt favour with thoſe who were wiſe 
grave, aged, and experimented; as with the prince ele 
or Palatine, and the old duke of Montmorancy, con 
ſtable of France, who had. the whole rule. and. govern 
ment of the country under king Henry II. his maſtc 
and mine - who were ſb conltanf, that their favour laſted 
ſo long as I remained in their ſervice; not withe 
extreme and dangerous envy of ſuch of i my compani 
ons as were naturally inclined to that ue dies, whom 


I tool great pains, by patience, preſents, and humility 
to gain; obliging them by that carxiage to lay aſideſi 
part of their malice. But when it chanced me after to 
ſerve princes of younger years, and of leſs r N 

at the firſt, dy the like diligence, care, and fidelity, 
obtained their favour above the reſt of their ſervants; 
yet, at length, they were carried away by the craft and 
.envy of ſuch as could fubtilly creep into their: favour, 
by flattery, and by joining — in a deceitful bond 
of fellowſhip, every one of them ſetting out the other, 
as meeteſt and ableſt ſor the ſervice of their prince, to 
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ed fm ation; cr og che prince 
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r poſſelhing his car, and debarring thenefcen alt. 
true, and plain ſpeakers. 80 that no more 

e could be left of a gracious government, nor place 
200d men to help their prince and country, where- 
u F 
eee e phe ces miſuſed 
vants wrecked, and the-wicked. inſtruments at laſt 
CCC 
Dr e eee : 
of the deſtruction of thoſe. who went before 

, vain, and ambitious. pretences, obtaining the like 
gical reward. For my part, albeit I had ſeen, and 
t-times read of the wreck and backward rewards of 
ſuch true faithful ſervants and counſellors, as were 
carrie of er we ppl HY ef: 
earn the: Jevient. of: he 2pnen. 

m e | 
d errors at their appetite, x 
oppoſe. u eee ee » 
ch minions, until, 1 muſt confeſs, rather following 
© extremity. than. the right. md, 1 loſt my credit 


nch truſt upon their conſtancy an my good ſervice 
1 hath. been oſt an hurtful opinion unto honeſt 
Wich oyer-late. repentance I was compelled to 
ent, as did monſieur de Bouſſie, when he was left 
e W 
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ſore ſhould men ba earneſt to ſurpaſs their neigh- 
© bours in worthineſs and fidelity, ſeeing that princes, 


« who get the fruit of our labours, like not to hear of 


«« plainneſs, but of pleaſant ſpeeches, and are eaſily al- 


« tered without occaſion upon the trueſt ſervants ! 5 19 


perceive well that to continue in their favour, they 
ſhould not be ſerved with uprightneſs, but with wyli- WW 
neſs; and inſtead of uſing free language for their ho- 
nour and preſervation, their ſervants ſhould frame and 
accommodate themſelves to their pleafure and will ; 
which may be eaſily done by the dulleſt ſort of men: 
but my daft opinion was, that I might ſtand by honeſty Wl 


and virtue; which I find now to be but a yain imagi- WW 
nation, and a ſcholaſtical diſcourſe, unmeet to bring 


men to any profitable preferment : and yet my nature 


will not ſuffer me to proceed by any other means, 1 


being of the ſame mind and nature, and, by a juſt call 
and command, firſt of the queen, his majeſly* s mother, 
and afrerward of himſelf, having more matter, and. 
greater warrant, . than many others, as well to admo- 
niſh, advertiſe, and reprove the prince to gainſtand all 
evil inſtruments, took the more freedom, finding my- 
felf thereto in duty obliged, againſt the rule given by 
Seneca to Lucullus, ſaying, If thou deſireſt to be a- 
« greeable to great princes, do them many ſervices, 
« and ſpeak to them ſew. words.” Plato was of the 
fame opinion, the favour of princes being obtained 
with great pain and travel, and retained with great dif- 
ficulty: therefore ſhould the wiſe courtier be careful of 
offending them, either by geſture, word, or deed: for, 
being once in diſgrace with them, they may well for- 
give, but they ſhall never be ſo great with them again, 
do what they will. Sometimes a man may diſcreetly 
put the prince in remembrance. of his long and good 
ſervice; ; but caſt not up thy ſervice, nor be importu- 
nate in demanding rewards: thereſore be not ſo auda- 
cious as to find fault with thy prince's proceedings, 
nor to give advice unrequired, or advertiſements with». 
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Gut good grounds of being credited; for princes no- 


| ; | tice not any thing but what is told them by their fa- 


b ourites and minions, who commonly ſeem to allow 
and take pleaſure of whatſomever recreation they find 
me prince inclined to; not as by way of flattery, but 
as by way of yielding, and leaving their own pleaſure 
to take pains to pleaſe the prince ; they never appear 


| # | miſcontent, although he do not reward them in due 


nne; they never challenge him of breach of promiſe, | 
in caſe he break it. In many of theſe rules I confeſs I 


* HF have over-ſhot myſelf, for too great fervency towards 
me prince's ſervice, having never minded my own par- 
z ticular advancement and profit: for otherwiſe I ſhould 

= have, at the earneſt deſire of the houſe of Guiſe, my old 


and great acquaintances while I was reſiding at the 
court of France, tittled in the queen's ear, that her re- 
bellious ſubjects, who had at their own hands, without 
her authority, changed religion, ſhould have been ex- 
emplarily puniſhed as rebels and traitors: that if ſhe 
condeſcended to acquieſce to the eſtabliſhing the re- 
formed religion, it would be conſtructed as meanneſs 
of ſpirit, and that ſhe wanted authority to curb ſuch a 
mutinous people: that it was below her, at the arro- 
gant defire of her nobility, and to remove the idle jea- 
louſies of her other ſubjects, to lay aſide Riccio, as be- 
ing derogatory from her honour, that ſhe could not 
have liberty to keep about her what ſervants ſhe pleaſ- 
ed; ſeeing hence there might be ground to allege there 
were other bad deſigns to follow, when in the firſt place 
they deſired to ſeparate from her ſuch as they knew 
would be molt truſty ta her, and in whom ſhe could 
molt confide. This kind of language would probably 
have moſt ſuited her majeſty's humaur, and would have 
procured to myſelf great bribes {ram Riccio and his Po- 
piſh friends for my reward. But I thought it was more 
che part of a true friend to her majeſty, to acquaint 

het, that ſeeing her ſubjects had now embraced the Pro- 
teſtant religion, looking upon the Popiſh principles as 
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e it was not t her i itereſt to do any thi | 
could give them any jealouſy that he indeed 669 abs 
their religion; that as the entertaining of Riceio gave 
to all ſuch ſome apparent ground of harbouring ſuch 
ene en he being a known enemy to their reli · 
gion; that having ſo much of her favour, he would 
undoubtedly uſe his endeavours to perſuade ler to re- 
eſtabliſh that religion which ſhe herſelf profeſſed; ſo it 
gave juſt ground of diſcontent to the nobility, we 
would look upon any. extraordinary honour conferred 
by her majeſty upon a ſtranger, as highly pref 
to them, who were as willing and able to ſerve her as 
he could be; and reflecting upon their loyalty, as if 
ſhe had more truſt to place in a ſtranger than in her 
own native countrymen and born ſubjects. Had 1 not 
more regarded my princeſs her intereſt than mine own, I 
ſhonld have accepted the large offers made me by the carl, 
of Bothwell, when he deſired me to ſubſcribe with the 
reſt of his fatterers that paper, wherein they detlared it 
was her majeſty's intereſt to marry the ſaid earl; but 
I choſe rather: to lay myſelf open to his hatred and re- 
venge, whereby 1 was aſterward-in- peril of my life; 
and tell her majeſty, that thoſe who had ſo adviſed 
her, were betrayers of her honour for their-own ſelfiſh 
ends, ſeeing her marrying a man commonly judged her 
huſband's murderer; would leave a taſh upon her 
name, and give too much ground of jealouſy, that the 
had conſented to that foul deed. I wanted not fair of · 
fers. from Randolph and Killegrew, reſidents here from 
the court of England; if T would have in ſo far oom. 
plied with their defigns, as hot to have divulged what 
1 pereeived to- be their drifts, which I could not con · 
ceal, finding them fo deſtrudtive to the kingdom. 1 
had the Hir occaſion of making a large fortune to my». 
ſelh, if 1 would have gone along with the earl of Ars 
ran, by counſelling the king's majeſty to follow his 
violent advices ; but finding them fo far contraty to 
— 1 did — myſelf engaged o warn his 
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| majeſty, that he was à dangerous man who gave him 
ſich advices that if he followed the fame, be would 


run himſeff upon inevitable precipices ;. that his majes 
fty's hearkening to the duke of Lenox and him, the 
one a'Papift, the other a wicked and ungodly man, 
would breed jealouſies in his ſubjects minds, Whieh 
might produce dangerous effects. This freedom, and 
many times the like, I took; which though his maje- 


ſty accepted in good part, yet I thereby contracted me 
ſtore of enemies: but it was always my principle, ra- 


| ceſſary, than to expoſe my maſter, to danger by ſilence 
or baſe flattery. And though the common practice, 
which I mentioned ere-while, may ſeem to thrive beſt 


princes,.and at long-run, the honeſt maxims will prove 
| moſt acceptable and ſafe; therefore I willingly opened 


| is uſually done, as what ought to be. There is a cer- 
| tain diſcretion to be uſed, that is free both from ſawei- 
| neſs and aſſentation; and a man may many times, if 
he ſkill it aright, give his prince good counſel, contrary 
ſure. This thou oughteſt to ſtudy, if ever thou be cal- 


the neceſſity of ſome accidents, and yield to the times 


| good to him and thy country at a more lucky ſeaſon ;. 


cruelty, or wickedneſs, nor ſuffer any thing to paſs that 


| without noticing it to him in ſome humble manner. 
and though for that time it be diſreliſhing or flighted, 
yet when he ſees the eſſects follow that thou admonith-. 
edſt him of, he will love thee the better, and rather. 


1 — % T 


ther to hazard myſelf by plain ſpeech when it was ne- 


in ſome courts fora time; yet, under grave and wiſe 


theſe things to thee, that thou mayſt as well know what 


to his inclinations, yet without incurring his difplea- 
led to public affairs; and though thou mayſt bend with 
in ſome things, though not going juſt ſo-as thou would 
have matters to go; and humour the prince in an or- 
dinary buſineſs, to gain opportunity of doing greater 
yet be ſure that thou never engage in any diloyalty, | 


thou ſeeſt will tend to his ruin or grand prejudice, 


| hearken to honeſt advice for. time future: and. withal: 


ly and uprightly to 8 if ever thou expecte | 
this or the other world; to whoſe gracious rater 
ern with the he y W | 
— TE 3j ob hes 


5 | | ; | | | n 5 
THY DEARLY LOVING FATHER, 
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ING Henry VIII. of England being diſcon- 
tent with the pope, for refuſing to grant the 
divorce from his wife queen Katharine oſ Ca- 
ſtile; for revenge he looked through his ſingers at the 
preachers of the reformed religion, who had ſtudied in 
Putchland under Martin Luther, and were lately come 
to England, In proceſs of time the hatred betwixt the 
king and the pope came to ſo great a length, that he 
proclaimed himſelf head of the kirk of England, and 
diſcharged S. Peter's pennies to be paid from that time 
| forth; with a ſtrict command to all his ſubjects no 
manner of way to acknowlege the pope. He obtained 
the ſaid divorce from his own clergy, marrying ano- 
ther; which occaſioned to him the hatred of the pope, 
the emperor, and king of Spain, and all their aſſiſtants. 
He again deſiring to ſtrengthen himſelf at home, eon- 
jecturing the probability of a combination againſt him, 
TG: t to entertain a ſtrier amity with - 
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James V. of Scotland, his nephew: for he was deter- 
mined to unite this whole iſland in one religion, and 


in one empire, failing of heirs-male procreate of his 
own body; having then but one daughter called Mar 

With the divorced queen, which daughter he declared 
to be a baſtard. Upon which confideration ambaſſadors 


are ſent thither, inviting that king to a conference at 


York, whither Henry offered to come and meet him; 


loving by ſuch an interview, matters might be more 


effectually condeſcended upon conducing for the mu- 
tual intereſt of both kingdoms, than could be expected 
from the endeavours of ambaſſadors to be n in 
that affair. ä 

King James having a conſidered the over- 


ture, and adviſed thereabout with his council; upon 


their deliberation and advice, returns his reſolution to 
attend his uncle, time and place appointed. With 
which anſwer the ambaſſadors highly ſatisfied, return 


to their maſter, who rejoiced exceedingly at ſo happy, 


a ſucceſs of that matter. Whereupon great prepara- 
tions are made at York, 2 6 


The clergy of Scotland; Seem, cllogee a the Good 


having had ſeveral conſultations hereanent, were alarm 


| ed with this propoſal, and the account they had of the 


king's refolution to comply there with, through: an ap- 
prehenſion that the uncle's perſuaſion might oblige ihe 


nephew to trace his footſteps in overturning P 


in Scotland, as he had done in England. They there 


fore reſolve to ule the wamolt of their. endeavours for: 
preventing the ſaid intended interview. They addreſ-. 
fed themſelves to ſuch as were minions ſor the time, 
who had moſt of his majeſty's ear. - Theſe they cor- 
rupted with large bribes, to diſſuade; the king there- 


from. Theſe having joined with ſuch of = clergy 
who were moſt in favour with the king, uſed many” | 


perſuaſions, telling him how king James I. was retain- 
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avs te ratior ie would be prejudicial. to his 
intereſt to keel has meeting, ſeeing the French would 
3 take it well, neither the emperor, who was: highly 
—_ :incenſed againſt Henry. They told him of the pope's 
| interdicting him, and what a great hereſy was lately ri- 
ſen up there, and had infected not only the greateſt 
part of the kingdom, but the king himſelf: and alſo 
_ that many of the nobility. and gentry of Scotland were 
—_ likewiſe ſavourers of the faid hereſies; and that it was 
; ſt that timeouſly he ſhould prevent the ſpreading theres 
of, ſeeing the ſame would contribute much for his ad- 
| vantage, while he might enrich himſelf by their eſtates; 
the names of whom they gave up in a ſheet of paper: 
= which the king put in his pocket, thinking it a very 
W profitable propoſition, and therefore with all * 
to be executed. 
1 F rr 
aud was in great favour with the king. He had not yet 
diſcovered himſelf to be a favourer of the evangel, but 
the king eſteemed him true, and deſirous to advance his 
profit, and very ſecret; therefore he thought fit to 
make him privy to this profitable overture; He ſhews 
ed unto him the written roll-of the noblemen and ba- 
rons names who were given up to be burnt for hereſy; 
telling him what great advantage he would make theres 
by. Whereat the laird of Grange began to ſmile, and 
the king to enquire whereat he did laugh. 
The treaſurer deſired liberty from his anda to 
tell him the truth. Whereat the king drew. out his 
ſword, ſaying merrily to him, I ſhall ſlay thee if thou 
* ſpeak againſimy profit.” Sa as ble frag 
= commanding him to ſhew him what reaſons he could 
| allege againſt the prelates propoſition. 
The treaſurer declared what troubles: bis nacelly 
had been toſſed in during his minority, for the govern- 
ment, firſt between the queen, his mother, and the 
lords, then betwixt divers ſactions of the lords: how 
that he had been couped from hand to hand, ſome- 
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'4 times kept againſt his will as captive; — 5 


ed, ſometimes brought to battle againſt his will by the 
Douglaſſes to fight againſt the earl of Lenox and his 
beſt friends, who were ſlain coming to relieve him; the 
prelates being partners for their ambition, ſometimes 


with one faction, ſometimes with another: and how 


that they could never agree among themſelves, nor let 
his majeſty take reſt, until the duke of Albany was 
choſen governor, and brought out of France; who 
had enough to do alſo: for he would have fan done 
pleaſure to France, and raiſed a great many Scotſmen 
to enter England, who were making wars in France. 
But he got a rebuke when he was at the border: for 


they would march no further, alleging, that the king 


was but young, and ſiſter's fon tb king Henry: that 
they ſaw no reaſon to enter into war with England, to 
endanger their king and country to ſerve France, being 
the king, his father, had to no purpoſe loſt his life in 
their quarrel, having entered into England with an army 
againſt his good-brother, whereby the whole country 


was endangered. After that this duke retired himſelf, 


your majeſty took the government in your own hands 
at the age of thirteen years. Yet they clapped again a- 
bout you, and kept you two years as captive, ' And 
now you are but lately come to your liberty; and your 
country is not yet fo well ſettled as were needful, al - 


beit your majeſty hath done very much in fo ſhort ſpace 


as to ſettle the Highland iſlands and the borders. 

were a dangerous thing, if your nobility ſhould get in- 
telligence, that ſome greedy fetches ſhould be put in 
your head, under pretext of hereſy, to ſpoil them of 
their lives, lands, and goods; wherein you may en- 
danger your own: eſtate at the inſtance of theſe whoſe 
eſtates are in peril, who would hazard you and yours, 


_ to ſave their own. The prelates, I mean, who fear that 


your majeſty, at the example of the king of England, 
of Denmark, and ſeveral princes of the empire, will 


| make the like reformation among them. Therefore 


they 


LE n 
* 


have ho will of your fa wich the king of | 
pgland, nor that your eſtate ſhould be fo Sac tha 
id not ane of your predeceſſors, called S. David, give 
: moſt part of the patrimony of the crown to the 
rk, erecting the ſame into biſhoprics and rich abba- 
* whereby your majeſty is preſently fo poor, and 
je prelates ſo rich, ſo prodigal, ſo proud, that they 
u ſuffer nothing to be done without them; and are 
bo ſo ſworn to the pope of Rome, when they get their 
aeſices confirmed, that they ought not to be credit - 
: in any thing that toucheth the pope's profit or pre- 
rment. 'The Venetians, the wiſeſt people in Europe, 
ill not ſuffer any prelate, albeit he be a born man of 
he town, to abide or ſtand in their council-houſe, 
hen they are at council, becauſe they know them 
be ſo ſtrictiy ſworn to the pope. Then he declared 
he groſs abuſes of the Roman kirk, and the ungodly 
ves of the Scots prelates, which the king and whole 
puntry might ſee: therefore, faith he, if your majeſty 
ould be well, and be rich, you may juſtly take home 
gain to the profit of the crown all vacant benefices | 
y little and lite, as they may fall by deceaſe of e- 


CTC 
aſſador of England there would come great trouble 
nd wars if it were not kept. For king Henry VIII. 
as @ Courageous prince, and high conceited, and ap- 
ared to have for the time an upright meaning, his 
— — having ſo great turns 
þ hand, and ſo many enemies, without ſucceſſion ſav- 
ag the foreſaid daughter; being corpulent. and fat, 
dere was ſmall hopes of his having any 

e fore it was his intereſt to be in a good underſtand- 
ag with him, being bis eldeſt fiſter's ſoon, neareſt 

f blood, and ableſt to maintain and unite the whole 
le of Britain, As for che retaining king James I. in 
e het eee, * de 
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8 P hen op enemy 
ther, had, or making war againſt the king of Erigland, 
his pood-brother, was too mani f 

ſubjects. And kittle better 605 be 100lisd Erz in We 1 
new unneceſſary war be made, for your majeſty's wy 
ing away from the intended meeting at York. 

The king took ſuch delight in this language, that 
he deterniined to follow the advice given therein. And, 
at his firſt meeting with the prelates, who had then 2 

very great rule in the country, he could not contain if 
himſelf any longer, when they came hoping to ſee their il 
plots put in execution. Aſter many ſore reproofs, that il 
they ſhould have adviſed him to ale ſuch cruelty upon 
ſo many noblemen and barons, to the peril of his on 
eſtate : © Wherefore, ſaid he, gave my predeceſſors ſo i 

6. many lands and rents to the kirk? e i 
>. —— , and whores, to a number of idle 

4 prieſts? The king of England burns, the king of 
E. Denmark beheads you; I ſhall ſtick you with this 
«. whingar.” Auf" ee he deve our Ks" a 

| ger, ain! they ied fem Ris preferice in feat feat; 
The king reſolyed ſully to keep his promiſe with his 
uncle, the king of England, king ©© r bs 
nour and advancement ſo-to'do. 

The prelates of Scotland thinking themſelve! Jr 
3 and thereby in a dangerous condition, con- 
fulted together how to bring the king again to their o- 
pinion; They reſolved,” in the firſt place, to offer to 
pay him yearly, out of the tents of the kirk, 50000 

_ crowns to maintain hired ſoldiers, beſides the ordinary 
ſubjects which obey che proclamation, in caſe the king 
of England ſtiould make wars againſt Scotland becauſe 
of che king's not keeping the appointment at: Vork. 
They thought this would be an allurement to the King, 
who liked well to be rich. Yet 'they concluded, that 
unleſs the matter were proponed, and favourably inter- 
a majeſty by e en wy that woul} 


et. LM ä * r * 
Ri Rt tet "TO 42 EPS LE N r - 
R_ as LI 3 e 7 . „ 
A. . e n | : ; 
9 AN Fed 8 4 & 4 5 * 4 
my N bg” A 
7 i 
— + 5 * 
$U4 5 
* * £ * 
* & P + 
” "© * 24 
— 7 gooey 
7 
1 
1 * 7 


t do the bh 
. their gold to > his mar — . 
foriſed unto Oliver Rinchüe, thr they deen 
tenant of the-whole-army againſt England, incaſe 
Wt king Henry would interid- wars againſt Scotland r 
hich they affirmed he would not, nor gos have 
dg already ſo many-irons'in the/fire,. 7: +. 47 
This was communicated nee erde Ike | 
ions at eourt, and — — by them, 
ho had, by flattery, gained greateſt favours and chief- - 
by drawing of fair maidens to the king, and ſtriving - 
be the firſt advertiſers whoſe daughter ſhe was, and 
Wow ſhe might be obtained; and likewiſe of mens wives. 
hey waited a convenient time when the treaſurer 
ould be abſent; who was a ſtout bold man; therefore 
hey durſt not ſpeal in his preſenoe: for he always of- 
red, by ſingle combat, and at the point of the ſword, 
Wo maintain what he ſpoke. At this time he was ab- 
ent from court; for the king had given che ward and 
narriage of Kelly in Angus to his ſecond ſon, and he 
vas gone there to take poſſeſſion thereof. In his ab- 
Fare deni Nane eee, and ſo back- 
Ar; Oliver Sinelair, and ſuch of the elergy as had 
2. beſt acquainted with his mjeſty, ' as be un 
| r to give ear thereto; they having added ſe- 
yeral other perſuaſions, at ſuch times as they bronght 
anto him fair maidens, and mens wives, Then they 
ook occaſion, -in the hext place, to ſhew his majeſty 
that the laird of Gwunge, his treaſurer was alſo become 
heretic; and that he had always a New Teſtargent in 
Engliſh in his pouch; and likewiſe that he was become 
> proud and puffed up by his majeſty's favour, that 
| o man might abide him; and that he was fo extreme 
greedy, that he was unmeet to be treaſurer, and too 
old to haye procured for his ſecond ſon the rich ward 
and marriage of Kelly, worth 20000 pound, The king 
anſwered, ©. That he eſteemed mh him to be a plain frank 
Eg | "2 : 
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give rr 
«word of his mouth. The prior of Pitten weem N. 
plied, and faid, © Sir, the heir of Kelly is a laſty fair i 
jaſs, and 1 dare pledge my life, that if your majeſty Will 
« will ſend for her preſently, mover oa ahem I 
her to you,” p 

The king affirming fill-the contrary, devs was « 
miſſive written. And the prelates and their faction de- 
viſed, that the faid prior of Pitten weem ſhould carry 
the letter, and bring over the maiden heir of Kelly to 
the king. But the treaſurer, who knew him to be his 
deadly enemy, refaſod to deliver her to bim: alleging 

the ſaid prior to have been all his days a vile whore- 
| Ts having deflowered divdrs maidens; therefore 
he thought him an unfit meſſenger. Who was ſo glad 
as he; to return with this backward anſwer? He and 
his aſſociates kindled up the king in ſo great choler a- 
gainſt the treaſurer, handling the matter ſd finely and hot- 
, that they obtained a warrant to charge the treaſurer 
to ward within the caſtle of Edinburgh: which they 
forgot not to do, at his firſt coming to eourt. He a- 


gain gueſſed chat leeſings would be made againſt him, 
therefore uſed great diligence to-be with the king: and 


notwithſtanding of their charge, paſt pertly in to his 
majeſty, who was at his ſupper in Edinburgh. But 
che king locked down apon him, and world no fu 
to him, nor know him. He nevertheleſs ſteps for- 

ward, and ſaid, © Sir, what offence have 1 done, who 
* had ſo much of your favour when I parted from you 
with your permiſſion? ** The king anſwered; © Why 
< did you refuſe to fend me the maiden whom I wrote 
< for, and gave deſpiteful language to him 1 ſent for 
« her? Sir, ſaid he, there is none about your majeſty 
dare avow any ſuch thing in my face, As for the 
4 maiden, I ſaid to the prior of Pittenweem, that I was 
2 well enough to be the meſſenger myſelf to:convey 
* ; ̃ ̃ Ä 
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"ome of ew and ties Senn,” The 
ſuid, © Haſt thow then brought the gentlewoman 
« with thee? Ves, Sir, {aid he. Alas | faith the king, 
« they have ſet out ſo many leclings. againſt thee, that 
they have obtained of me a warrant to put thee in 
« yard; but. 1 ſball mend ig with, a contrary com- 
« mand; Then faid the treaſurer lamentingly, © My 
« ſife, Sir, or warding is-a ſmall matter; but it breaks 
« my heart that the world ſhould hear of yourmajeſty's 
4 facility,” For he had heard, that im his abſence they 
kad canſed the king to fend to England, and give over 
the intended meeting at Youk.. Whereat the king of 
England was ſo offended, in chat he had been ſo pu- 
| blicly corned. and affronted, that he ſent an army to 
Scotland to-deſtroy. it with fire and ford. Albeit the 
vitg liked nothing fihiewes; — 
that it coul tend to his great honour and advantage, 
and that had fo much to do as would buſy 
mem elſe-wheze ſo that they would. ſoon repent them, 
| and-be. compelled to ſue for peace ere it was long. In 
= the mean time their gold was made ready, the more to- 
re 
nn caſe the war continued. 


The king was ene an army to defend his 
nit yen — to that war to ſhew their 


j 


perciredlinerSincir x miſciapanen mas ronhiem, 
way Sands the lords, in deſpight that the court and 
country ſhould be governed by ſuch mean men as were 
penſioners to the prelates, refuſed to fight under ſuch a 
Hentenant; bus ſuſfered themſelves all to be taken pri- 
foners, So the whole army being overthrown, the king 
took thereat greatdiſpleaſure. There was great murmure- 
ings in the © that for pleaſuring the prelates the 


kingdom ſhould be thus endangered. The report where 
2 of the complaint; mut da 
n 


ans Which eee over Rok 


rey "called an Italian Poſt.” The cardinic 
Beaton, l 
rid cauſed to be written de En ef a teſtament at his 
own pleaſure, being dictated by himſelf; 
that reaſon was  afterivard annulled. 

The king of England could- Rar? lhe 
and diſpleaſure done Kim of the king's breaking of his 
promiſe. He was much troubled at his death. His 


eK 


to know that his favour and friendſhip had been better 
for them than his feud, He wal all in hope to. have 
gained him with conſent and adviee of the beſt of his 
ſubjects to have joined in a bond offenſive and defen; 
ive. For he had feceived information of the king's wor- 
thy qualities and rare natural endowments, and enter- 
tained a marvellous great love and liking of him; think» 
| ing he could not have left the kingdom in à better hand 
than to his own ſiſter's ſon, hogs wr eee him; 
and meeteſt of any to build uf onarchy, to be 
frſt begun, in a manner, in 9 zerfon;;" in reſpect 
Mat for his time, which be looked would bebiitſhiort, his 
nephew would have been but his co-adjutor and licute- 
nant under him; and alter him poſſeſs the whole un- 
der one religion, one law, and one head; and thought 
that thereby France ſhould never afterward have tlie oc- 
eaſion of ſtirring up the one country apainſt che other; 
and that the Sope-thould be fen Roti guihetity vp 
ſuch ſums of ſilver from his ſubjects, for confirmation 
of benefices, or for bulls, or or difpenſations > for his 
wrath and vengeance againſt the pope was exceeding 
great, who had made him many promiſes, and had bro- 
ken them all; fearing, as ſaid is, to offend the emperor, ; 
who was ſo preat and mighty a prince. Therefore the 
| 3 ſeeing he hed now — loſt the 


>» 
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gion, ter ber bad — theds: 8 
Wiſhart, and burnt Him . Andrew's. theſe, 
lay, were: eaſily ſtirred up to flayh they 
derſuaded to be un ———— 'to 
| the welfare of the count q 5:24 D 0. ml 
_ org kel u ons tay vent 
This proud eatdhin was be ee in his caſite u 
K. Anda Vs: and ſo ended all his practices, having 
obtained nothing but vain travel for his pretences, and 
| ſudden death: having been the occaſion of the death 
of a worthy king, who was inclined, 'to:juſtice, and 
| gave: no credit: to his officers "in: their 'two-ſpecial 
Pointe, to reward uneÞjunitts, Terz whoever did fan 
| they — vp be abſent, . to "canithing of 
evil-doers, ſo ſoon as he had heard the complaint, he 
| leaped upon his horſe; and did ride to the parties him- 
ſelf, with » few!/conipany, ere they could be aware of 
bim and he: would ſee ſharp execution. 80 that he 
was deſervedly dot loved and feared. He was very 


* well favoured and e x middle ſta· 
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2» TIE MENM ons ON: 
ure, very able of body. Bat evil company fell 4 
bim entering out of childhood into furious youth, en: 


ticing him to harlotry, ſtriving who ſhould ſpy out 
for him the faireſt maidens, and kkewiſe at length 


nos was tn be ſoy, . 
offence of God and divers good ſubjects. For which Wil 


ho was not left unpuniſhed: for ke had but guat 


at his dectaſe he had. but one daughter, called Mary, 4 
be * 4 


horn when he uns upon his death 


—ꝓꝓ— 2 
firing (till this whole iſle of Britain to be united in one 


 monatchy,' made a+ contract of marriage between the 


24 tor which was afterward broken n ng 4 


3 which was — eee — this 
condition, That Edward ſhould marry Elizabeth, eldeſt 
daughter to Henry II. of France, and Francis his ſon 
mould marry our queen. My lord Hamilton was ad- 
vaneed to the gevernment of the country by the laird 
of Grange, treaſurer, Mr. Henry Balnaves, and others 
that were of the reformed religion, when as be ap- 
peared to be a true goſpeller. But he had been after. 
ward ſoon altered by the abbot of Paiſley his baſtard- 
brother; and beeame a great perſecutor of God's word, 
and bad been by the perſuaſions of the ſaid abbot and 
_ cardinal eaſily drawn to break the ſaid contract of 
marriage made between king Edward and our queen. 
Alfter that the young queen came to France, there 
was preat diſputing whether the marriage with the dau- 
phin ſhould take effect or not. For at that time there 


' were two factions in the French court: firſt, the bre- 


thren to the houſe of Guiſe, as the duke of Guiſe and 
the cardinal of Lorrain, brothers to our queen - dowa- 
ger, and uncles to our young queen Mary, preſſed ear- 
neltly to ſet forward the ſaid marriage with France : 
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duke or prince in France, and to ſend them both home 
to Scotland, to keep that country in good obedience 3 

becauſe when princes are abſent, and far from their 
own, ruling their countries by Fentenants, moſt come 
monly the ſubjects of ſuch countries wſe to rebel: 
| which, if Scotland fheuld do, it would be hard and 
coltly to get them reduced; and thereby, inſtead of 
making France the better of the marriage with the 
dauphin, it might make it to be in a far worſe caſe. 
Fe houſe of Guiſe again defiring to have their fiſter's 
daughter queen of France, to augment their reputa- 
tion and credit, alleged it would be both honourable 
and profitable to the crown of France to have this ad- 
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dition; and that there were revenres in abundanee 
do maintain garriſons within the kingdom, to hold the 
ſubjects under obedience, building citadels, and having 
= the whole ſtrength in their hands. Herein they pre- 
vailed, ſhe being married unto the dauphin. | 
1 John de Monluck biſhop of Valence was ſent am- 
bvaſſador from France to the governor and queen - o. 
der, ſiſter to the duke of Guiſe. And when the faid . 

baſſador was to return to France, it pleaſed the queen 
mother to ſend me with him, to be placed page 6f 
= honour to the queen her davgfiter, I being then fours 
teen years of age. But the ſaid biſhop went firſt ta 
r eeland, commanded thereto by the king his maſter's 
letter, to know more particulatly the'-niotions-and 
likelihood of the offers made by Oneel, 1 
cart and Callock, willing to ſhake off the yoke of 
England, and become ſubje& to the king of France; 
providing that he would procure the pope's gift of 
Ireland, and then abmnreeeenmeen 
200 ght horſemen, and four cannon. 
We fhipped for Treland in the month of January; 
nod were fouled by the way in a little iſſe called 
Sandille, before Kintire, where we were * to 
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tarry ſeventeen days by reaſon. of the ſtorm, -Thence 
we hoifed fail towards Ireland; but the ſtorm was 
yet ſo extremely violent, that with great danger of 
the ſhip and our lives we entered in at the mouth of 
Lochfiul in Ireland upon Shrove-tueſday, in the year 
1545: for the ſkipper and mariners had loſt all hopes 


of ſafety, having left their anchors behind them the 


night before, Ere we landed, we ſent one George 
Paris, who had been ſent to Scotland by the great O- 
neel and his aſſociates; who landed at w_ houſe of a 


gentleman who had married Odocart's daughter, dwet- 
ling at the ſide of a lake; who came to our ſhip, and i 


welcomed us, and ponreyed us to his houſe, where we 
reſted that night. 

The next morning Odocart came there, * con- 
voyed us to his houſe, Which was a great dark tower, 
where he had cold chear, as herring and biſcuit; for 


it was Lent, There finding two Engliſh gray Fiare A 


who had fled out of England (for king Edward VI. 

was yet alive) the ſaid friars perceiving the biſhop to 
look very kindly to Odocart's daughter, who fled from 
him continually ; they brought to him a woman who 
ſpoke Engliſh, to ly with him. Which harlot being 
Kept quietly in his chamber, found a little glaſs with- 
in a caſe ſtanding in a window; for the coffers were 
all wet with the ſca-waves that fell into the ſhip dur- 
zng the ſtorm, She believing it had been ordained to 
be eaten, becauſe it had an odoriferous ſmell, therefore 


ſhe licked it clean out; which put the biſhopinto ſuch 


a rage, that he cried out for impatience, diſcovering 
his darlotry and his choler in ſuch ſort as the friars 
fled, and the woman followed. - But the Iriſhmen'and 
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his own ſervants did laugh at the matter ; for it was « 


vial of the moſt precious balm that. grew in Egypt, 
which Solyman the great Turk had given in a preſent 
to the ſaid biſhop, after he had been two years ambaſ- 


ſador for the king of France in _—_ cu = 
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| In the time hat wie 0 d at Oddcart's bote, 
is young daughter, who fled from the- biſhop, came 


ould marry her, to go with me wh 1-pteafed; 


ind had no.eſtate, and was bound for France. © 
Now the ambaſſador met in a ſecret part with Oneet 


s. And thepatriarch of Ireland did meet him there, 


blind of both his eyes, and yet had been been divers 
times at Rome by poſt. He did great honour to the 
ambaſſador, and convoyed him to ſee St. Patrick's pur- 
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fire, by reaſon of the ou? that came out of the 
hole. 

From Odocart's houſe we went to a frelling-piacs 
of the biſhop of Roy, not far from the narrow frith 
that runs through Lochfeul to the ſea. The ſaid Iriſh 


TVC 


other three weeks, waiting for a Highland bark which 
James Machonel ſhould have ſent from Kintire with 
Ihis brother Angus, to carry us back to Dumbarton. 
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imbarked, and reſted a night in the iſle of Jura, and 


loſt our rudder, and were in great danger when we 
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for my ſake, becanſe' he had been kindly uſed by 
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nd ſought me where-ever I was, and brought a 'prieſt | 
ich her who could ſpeak Engliſh, and offered 11 


W gave her thanks; boy told her chat I was but young ; 


and his aſſociates, and heard their offers and  over- 
who was a Scotſman born, called Wauchop, and was 


gatory, which is like an old coal-pit which had taken 


biſhop had been alſo at Rome. And there we reſted 


Which being come for us, we parted to a caſtle which 
e ſame Machonel had in Ireland; and from that we 


the next night | in the iſle of Bute. But by the way we 


ame to Kintire. James Machonel did treat us ho- 
Rourably, and told the biſhop that he was the welcom-" 


my father when he was warded in the caſtle of Dun- 
dar, during the time that my father was captain there - 
f; of whom he had made an honourable report to 
1 the biſhop.” which occaſioned him the more kindly to 
WP otice me. After he had cauſed us to be landed at- 
i Dumbarton, we went ſtraight to Stirlirg; where, ater: 
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eight days, r af fires 
and went again to Dumbarton, where there were two 
French ſhips, that had brought ſilver to Scotland to 


orm; fo that once at midnight che mariners cried that 


we were all joſt, At Breſt in Britany the biſhop took 4 


poſt toward the court of France, which was in Paris 


for the time: and becauſe I was young, and he ſup- ll 


pay the French ſoldiers in ſervice, there ready to re- Wl 
Ceive us. So ſailing by the Iſle of Man along the ſouth f 

coaſt of Ireland, we landed at Conquet in Britany WW 
eight days after our imbarking,not without ſome dan - 
ger by the way, both from Engliſh ſhips, and a great 9 


poſed I was not able to endure the toil of riding poſt, 


be directed two Scottiſh. Gentlemen, whoſe fathers he 


had been acquainted with in Scotland, to be careful of | 
me by the way. And we bought three little nags to | 


ride to Paris. He deſired the two brothers to let me 
want for nothing by the way; which he would re- 
compenſe at the next meeting. He left with me as 
much money as would buy a horſe, and bear my ex- 
pence upon the road to Paris. 


Now we three enquired after other company, and 


found other three young men, the one a — 


the other a Britain, and the third a Spaniard, who 


were to ride the fame way. We were all fix lodged 
in one-chamber at the firſt inn we did quarter at, in 


which were three beds; the two Frenchmen had one 
| bed, the two Scots another, the Spaniard and myſelf 
the third. I overheard the two Scotſmen diſconrſing 
together, that they were directed by the biſhop to let 
me want for nothing; therefore, ſays the one to the 
other, we will pay for his ordinary all the way, and 
ſhall account twice as much to his maſter as we diſ- 
burſe, when we come to Paris, and fo ſhall gain our 
own expence. The two Frenchmen, not thinking 
that any of us underſtood that language, were ſaying 

to themſelves, theſe ſtrangers are all young, and know | 

not the faſhion. of the hoſtlaries; therefore we ſhall | 
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SIR JAMES MELVIL. 37 
kon with the hoſt at every repoſe,” and ſhall cauſe 
> ſtrangers to pay more than the cuſtom is, and that 
xy ſhall fave our own charges: and accordingly the 
ct day they went to put it in execution. But I could 
dt forbear laughing in my mind, having underſtood: 
much French as to know what they were aiming 


- wherewith I acquainted the young Spaniard, and 
we were upon our guard: yet the two Scotſmen 


c Fould not conſent that I ſhould pay for myſelf, hop- 
k Wo that way to beguile the biſhop : but the Spaniard 
s nd 1 wrote up every day's accompt. By the way 
- Fiding through a wood, the two Frenchmen lighted off 
„ yeir horſes, and drew out their ſwords, having ap- 
e ointed other two to meet them. But beholding our 
fountenance, and ſeeing that we were making for our 
o eſence, they made a ſport of it, alleging that they 
e ad done it to try if we would be afraid, in caſe we 
+ Should be aſſaulted by the way. But theſe two rogues 
$ hat met us, left us at the next lodging. And when 
- ve came to Paris, the two Scotſmen never obtained 


payment of the biſhop for that they had disburſ- 
Wed, becauſe of their intended fraud. We were thirteen 
days in riding betwixt Breſt and Paris, where we ar- 
rived in the month of April. 

Within a month after our arrival at Paris, the bl 
ſhop of Valence was ſent to Rome : and becauſe he 
took poſt, he left me behind him, having tabled me in 
a very good ordinary, and agreed with maſters to 
teach me the French tongue, and to dance, fence, and 
play upon the lute. I know not why he did not pre- 
ſent me to the queen, as he had engaged : albeit af- 
terward he ſaid that he was minded to make me his 
heir. 

The cauſe hy he's was at this time ſent to Rome 
was this: Pope Paul III. had exchanged ſome lands 
belonging to the church, for Parma and Placentia, 
two towns appertaining formerly to the dutchy of Mi- 
lan, and gave them to his ſon Pierre Louis Farneſe; 
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233 THE MEMOIRS OF 
who married his eldeſt ſon Octavio to the baſtar{ 
daughter of the emperor Charles V. The ſaid Pierre 
Louis being murdered for his deteſtable vices, the next 
pope, Julius, pretended to bring again the ſaid two 
towns to the church, inſtead of the church- lands that 
had been exchanged for them; compelling the duke 
Octavio (finding himſelf unable to withſtand the 
pope's forces) to put the ſaid towns into the king of Ml 
France's cuſtody ; for he was in as great fear of the 
emperor his father-in-law, who had gotten poſſeſſion 
of the dukedom of Milan: and for that effect he ſent il 
his-brother the duke of Caſters to France; to whom Wl 
king Henry of France gave his baſtard daughter in 
marriage; the king of France being as earneſt to have 
an eſtate in Italy, as the emperor was to hinder him 
from it, by reaſon of Milan and Naples, to which the 
king claimed a right, though the emperor had them f 
in poſſeſſion. Therefore, ſo ſoon as he did ſee the 
French garriſon within the town of Parma, he took Wil 
part with the pope. Which made the king of France 
endeavour to make a peace with king Edward VI. of 
England, by the means of the duke of Northumberland, 
who had aſtrict friendſhip with France, having a hidden 
mark of his own that he ſhot at, as his proceedings after- 
ward declared. The peace with England being conclud- ne 
ed, that king Edward ſhould marry Elizabeth eldeſt 
daughter to Henry II. of France; and that he ſhould 
give his conſent that the queen of Scotland, who was 
betrothed to him, ſhould be married with Francis dau- 
phin of France, in which peace Scotland was alſo 
comprehended ; the biſhop of Valence was ſent to 
Rome to endeavour to oblige the pope to deſert the 
emperor, But he returned without obtaining ſucceſs 
in his expedition : which was the cauſe that the deal- 
ing betwixt the king of France and Onecl in Ireland 
ceaſed. And in the mean time the king of France c- 
mits a proclamation, forbidding his ſubjects to ſend 
to Rome for any Bulls, or confirmation of benefices : 
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SIR JAMES MELVIL. 39 
hich, together with the agreement with England, put 
he pope in great fear that France would become pro- 
ſtants in deſpight, as Henry VIII, had lately done 

ecore. He was the more confirmed in this opinion, 
ecauſe an army was ſhortly after made ready to paſs 

to Germany, to the aid of the proteſtant princes, 
bere king Henry himſelf did in perſon lead 
nouſand men. For then many of the Germans were 
ecome proteſtants, occaſioned at firſt by the inſolent 
VLoarice of the pope, and the ſhameleſs proceedings of 
is ſelling of pardons; and by the zeal and boldneſs 
of Martin Luther, who being perſecuted, was main- 
incd and aſſiſted by the good duke Frederic the elec- 
cor of Saxony, the landgrave of Heſfe, and other 
WE princes of the empire, Whereupon the emperor 
Charles V. took occaſion, under pretext of maintain- 
ing the Catholic Roman religion, to pretend to bring 
the empire, and all the dominions thereoſ as patrimo- 
ny to him and his poſterity: and therefore abandoned 
bis ſon-in-law the duke Octavio to the pope's diſcre- 
don, for to obtain the greater aſſiſtance from him a- 
= gainſt the Germans. Which deſign the emperor had once 
brought near to paſs: for after he had vanquiſhed the 
proteſtants in battle, and taken priſoner duke John 
Frederic, he paſſed through the moſt part of the pro- 
| vinces and free towns of Dutchland, and took from 
them their liberties, placing officers at his pleaſure, 
and receiving from them of giſts and ranſoms 160000 
crowns, and 500 pieces of artillery, Yet he doubted 
the landgrave, who was a valiant prince, and chanced 
co be abſent from the ſaid battle; therefore he dealt 
vith duke Maurice, godſon to the ſaid landgrave, to 
| perſuade his godfather to come in, under aſſurance 
and promiſe: which the emperor broke, retaining the 
1 _ landgrave captive upon the ſubtlety of a ſyl- 
5 e. e a 
| This duke Maurice was couſin to the captive duke 
| of Saxony, and had obtained the electorate of Saxony, 
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which the emperor took from his couſin, and gave t6 
him. Whereupon he, as a fine courtier, afliſted the 
emperor, helping him greatly in his victories again! 
his country and friends for his own promotion. But 
when the landgrave called him Shelm, Pultroon, Trai. 
tor, and Neceiver of him whoſe danghter he had mar- 
ried, he made earneſt ſuit to the emperor for the li - 
berty of his god- father; though in vain, the empe- 
ror alleging no promiſe to have been broken to the | 
aid landgrave, cauſing the letter of promiſe and paci- 
fication to be read in his preſence in the Dutch tongue, 
wherein was a written word which admitted of two 
diverſe interpretations z to wit, this word Enig. was 
interpreted by the emperor perpetual, and by the 
landgrave and duke of Maurice it was taken for null 
or none. But they could not help themſelves ; for 
the landgrave was two years fo ſtraitly kept by the 
Spaniards, that oft in the night they held a light 
candle to his face, to be aſſured that he was ſleeping, | 
and vexed him ſo, that through deſpight he would ſpit 
in their faces, crying out cpntinually againſt Maurice: 
who was not ſleeping, but had ſent ſecretly to the king 
of France, declaring how not only his godfather and 
he were ſo abuſed and deceived by the emperor z but 
that he had begun already to rob the empire of its li- 
berties, to change the ſtate thereof to a monarchy, a- 
gainſt the oath and promiſe made at the election and 
his coronation; and that under pretext to ſuppreſs 
hereſy, he was fo aſſiſted by the pope, that he was like 
to prevail; intreating the king not to ſuffer them 
who were his friends to be ſo oppreſſed, ſeeing it was | | | 
no ways his intereſt that his competitor ſhould grow 

ſo great, ſeeing thereby he ſhould be the more in a ü 
capacity to annoy him at his pleaſure, Whereupon 1 
the ſaid king took occaſion to levy an army, and to 
convey the ſame into Almaign; and - appearing to 
ſeek their liberty, he poſſeſſed himſelf in his way of 
Meta, Toul and n three great . towns 
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ts ad biſhoprics.- In the mean time duke Maurice lay 

de the ſiege of Magdeburg lieutenant for the emperor, 

lt iving not the leaſt ground of ſuſpecting him diſcon- 
ut nt for the landgrave's retention, but rather endea- 


ouring to make appear how far he was obliged to 
he emperor, who had ſo highly advanced him; like 
| fine courtier, evidencing publicly his alas of - 
tting forward his maſter's intereſt, and executing 
ul his nne, aber r ſhould be right or 
vrong. 

— the duke of Alva alleged 3 in . aunſe with 
the emperor, that Maurice lingered too long at the fiege 
of the ſaid town; and that it was to be ſuſpected, that 
he was offended at the ufage his god-father did meet 
with. But Granvil biſhop of Arras, on the contrary, 
ſaid, that ſuch drunken Dutch heads needed not be 
| ſuſpected, eſpecially ſeeing two of the faid duke's 
counſellors were penſioners to his ſacred majeſty, and 
advertiſed him continually of all the duke's moſt ſecret 
deliberations. Yet they thought expedient to ſend for 
the duke, to ſee if he would * *, or our 
tend ſome excuſe. , 

| But duke Maurice had as ed ſobelety as any 
| Spaniard of the emperor's council ; having had intel- 
ligence that the emperor had bribed two of his ſecre- 
| taries; yet he gave not the leaſt ground to conjecture 
| that he knew any thing thereof, appearing to do no- 
thing without them, deliberating all his enterprizes in 
| their preſence; whereby the emperor was deluded, ſo 
as to expect no harm from him. And when the duke 
was ſent for, he took poſt immediately for the court, 
taking in his company one of the ſecretaries whom he 
knew to be the emperor's penſioner, whom he ſent 
before to ſhew the emperor that he was following at 
Loeiſure, by reaſon of a pain he had taken in * ide, 
= occaſioned with riding 

But the duke had 1 — me hie lie ſeuten- 
ant to _— up the whole army with ali dibgenee, 
D 3 
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derſtanding that duke Maurice had a great grudge 2. A 


of Metz, though i in vain, Whereby may be obſerve 5 
how dangerous it is in civil diſſentions, to bring in 
great companies of ſtrangers to ſupport any of the 7 
parties. It may appear impertinent for me to writ: 
thus much of the affairs of Dutchland, being myſell] 
+ but young for the time, and not preſent 1 in the French 
army, But afterward, when 1 was in Germany, 1 
kad this account . the good elector palatine; ſo 
that none could attain to more certain information 


lar in Ge high ſciences, called Cayatins, This ca- 


him of two familiar {pirits that were in Paris walking Þ 


FSA 


and to march night and day. So that he ſurprizy 
the emperor ere he had received the leaſt notice ther. 
of : for he was compelled to riſe from ſupper, and 99 
forth of Inſpruck with toreh- light; and fo clearly ou 
of Dutchland, that he never ſet foot within it again, 
This done, he ſent to the king of France, who wal 
with his army beſide Strasburgh, giving him —_ 
thanks for his pains, advertifing him of the emperor: 
flight, intreating him to return home with his army; 
for Maurice was diſſatisfied that he had taken three of 
the imperial towns : and in the mean time he haſtel 
through the whole country, reſtoring the free town 
to their former liberty and privileges. | 8 
The emperor, again fearing to be compelled, ſet 
liberty the duke of Saxony and the landgrave of Heſſe, 5 
Finding himſelf fruſtrate of his expectation, and un-| 


2» © os = @ 6 


gainſt the king for taking fraudulently the three afore-l 77 
faid towns from the empire, he dealt with Maurice ſe. 
cretly, allowing all that he had done: and ſo both 
being reconciled, they together laid ſiege to the tow if 


2 * N 


thereof. | 9 

The biſhop of Ver was at this time at Paris, 4 
He was deſirous to have ſome knowlege in the mathe | 9 
matics; and for that effect he found out a great ſcho- 


vatius took occaſion frequently in conference to tell 


upon an old I who i in his yauth had ſerved a 
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STR IAN ES MELVIL 43 
jeſt, and who at his death left them to him, The 
iſhop, upon the king's return from Germany, intro- 
quced the ſaid Cavatius to the king: who, to verify 
Phat he had ſaid, offered to loſe his head in caſe he 
hould not ſhew the two ſpirits to his majeſty, or to 
y he ſhould ſend, in the form of men, dogs, or 
ats. But the ding would not fee them, and canſed 
0 ſhepherd to be en and eee ſaid C = 
atius. 
The biſhop had ain 150 man to lis maſter, 
alled Taggot, who had been curious in ſundry 4 
ences, and knew by the art of palmiſtry, as he ſaid to 
me himſelf, that he ſhould die before he attained to 
che age of twenty-eight years. Therefore, ſaid he, 
l know the true religion to be exerciſed at — j 
= there will I go, and end my life in God's ſervice. 
SF Whither accordingly he went, and died there, as I was 
WS afterwards informed. 

At this time the biſhop nts at court in 
St. German's, he was reſolved to have preſented me to 
= the queen. But in the interim, captain Ninian Cock- 

durn, then one of the Scots guard, had obtained li- 
berty to viſit his friends in Scotland, and was lately re- 
W turned. This man was a buſy meddler, and had been 
Ws ſometimes entertained about my father's houſe. He 
finding that 1 could ſpeak French, told me that he had 
a matter of conſequence to impart to the conſtable ; 
| and intreated that I would go along with him to be 
his interpreter, becauſe he had not the French tongue, 
But he wonld not acquaint me with the matter till * 
was in the conſtable's preſence. Ti 
We attended till one day after dinner, when "01 was 
to give audience to divers ambaſſadors. He command - 
ed us to wait at his chamber - door till two after noon; 
which hour he failed not to keep, after he had heard 
the ambaſſadors, and made report to the king of their 
demands, and adviſed him what to anſwer. We two 
were brought in to his cabinet, where he was alone 
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with 1 Then the captain began to 1 
bow, that; in bis late being in Scotland, biſbop Joh 
Hamilton, whole guider of the governor his brother 
had been dangerouſly fick, EE 
without all hope of recovery; that the queen a 
of Scotland had taken occaſion hereof, to prevail wit i 
| the governor ſo effectually, that he had reſigned the 
government to her, ſhe being made queen-regent: 
and willing me to ſhew the ſame to the canſtable, 
But I required to know what further he had to fay: 
then he proceeded to ſhew, that when the biſhop of 
St. Andrew's had recovered his ſpeech and health by 

the help of Cardanus an Italian magician, he curſed, 
and cried out, that the governor was a. very beaſt for = 
. quitting the government to her, ſeeing there was bu 

2 ſkittering laſs between him and the crouh. But: 
-bluſhed when the captain pulled npon me to tell theſe il 
very words to the conſtable. He perceived how loath ji 
J was to rehearſe it; at laſt he preſſed me. I told 
him I did not think in worthy:to.be-dommumicned to | 

his lordſhip. . He afked my name, and cauſed his ſe- 
eretary to write it up, and enquire if I was of kin to 
the captain: who ſaid in bad French, that I was his 
ſiſter's ſon. The conſtable enquired of me if that was 
truth. I told him I had no relation to him at all. 
Then he deſired to know with whom 1 was in that . 
the country. I anſwered his lordſhip, that the biſhop Wl 
of Valence had commiſſion from the queen-regent of nr 
Scotland, to place me ther daughter's page. He de- 
fired to know if I would remain with him, in caſe he 

procured the biſhop's conſent. I anſwered, that 1 
ſhould think myſelf much honoured, by being in the 
company of a perſon ſo famous in Europe as he was; 
but that I believed he durſt not diſpoſe of me, in re- Wil 
ſpect of the promiſe he had given to the queen-re- Ml 
gent. He anſwered, that he could preſent me when WM 
he pleaſed to the queen; but if I would be ſatisfied to Wl 
flay with him, he would not fail to advance me. 1 


| aſſed myſelf much obliged to/kis lordſhip, that he 
& ſo far taken notice of me, . 
d the biſhop's conſennt. 
The conſtable failed' not, e 
the biſhop, to enquire concerning me, and ex- 
eſſed his deſire to have me in his ſervice. To 
ich the biſhop acquieſced, and acquainted me there 
th that ſame night, that the conſtable was the beſt 
aſter in France, and would not fail to promote me. 
hereupon I entered | into his ſervice in the ub 
5 
po . grant theſe trifles are not e to be here in- 
red, were it not to teſtify God's gracious goodneſs 
= the poſterity of the faithful. As David obſerves in 
1 . Pſalms, © I have been young, and now am old, 
= yet did I never ſee the juſt abandoned,” For it 
yas God that moved the queen-regent's heart to take 
o of my brothers into her ſervice, and to ſend mo 
40 France to be placed with her daughter our queen; 
bo alſo moved the biſhop to be ſo kind to me, that 
f I had been his own fon, he could not have had 
gore affection for me; and the ſame God moved the 
tonſtable's heart to defire ne. 
In the year 1553, in the month of May, the con- 
table of France raiſed a great army; and being the 
King's lieutenant, led them firſt to Amiens in Picardy. 
or when. the king of France was in Dutchland with 
dis army, as he gave out, to help the princes of the 
empire; Mary queen of Hungary then a widow, fiſter 
co the emperor, and regent of Flanders, entered with an 
my into Picardy, and burnt. the king's palace of 
bw? Fontanbrey, with divers other little towns and villa- 
Nees; chinking thereby to divert the king, that he 
ound have come back to defend his own bounds. 
Thus they entered into hot wars; and the e in his 
return beſieged ſeveral towns, and took them. | 
| Therefore the emperor, in the ſpring-time of that 


0 e great army inta 
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46 THE MEMOIRS OF 
Picardy, and won Turuan and Sedan, and burnt diven 
burghs and villages; which cauſed the conſtable to g 
with his army to reſiſt him. The two armies being 
-encamped ſeven leagues aſunder, the conſtable was a. 
vertiſed by a ſpy, that all the emperor's horſemenwer Wl 
to come in the night to aſſault the French 9 
Therefore he, to ſhun that ſurprize, marched all ni th & | 
forward cad the enemy with all his forces bert 
and foot; whereby he ſurprized thoſe who thought w 
have found him in bed, and gave them the overthrow, 
Many were killed, and ſome taken; among the reſt the nn 
duke of Arſecot, bender of thoſe deſigned for that enter WR... 
prize, was taken priſoner. 1 
After this victory, king Henry II. came to th 
camp himſelf, The emperor retiring toward the town Mie. 
of Valencien, the king's camp following always upon nl 
his wing, making divers days journeys before he came Wh 
to the faid Valencien; where the emperor had ſet ne 
down his camp without the town upon an hill, mak- 
ing trenches round about the ſame, Where the king i 
preſented him battle, waiting in vain a whole day, to 
ſee if he might be provoked to come forth: and for 
that effect ſent a number of Enfans perdus to his 
trenches, to bring on the ſkirmiſh; where the emperor 
_ ſent out ſome companies of horſemen, who were ſoon 
beat back within their foot, In the mean time the em- 
peror cauſed his whole artillery to fire at our camp, tho' Mis 
not much to our prejudice, We were advertiſed that 
the emperor was determined not to hazard battle; for 
he began to believe that fortune favoured no more his 
old age, Therefore, when night drew near, the king 
retreated to St. Quintine; where the conſtable fell WW! 
deadly fick, being then in his great climacterick. Then WW: 
both the armies were ſent to their winter garriſons ; ll 
the emperor went to Bruxels, and the king to Paris, 
and the conſtable to his n at iy, to reco - d 
ver his health, I 
_— this winter there was a goa. convention 
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0 pointed mediator by the pope, to agree the two great 
inces, but without any. effect. Therefore the next _ 


ring the king went firſt into the field with his army, 
the year 1554, as the emperor had done the year 
ore: at which time I was made his penſioner, by 
ze conſtable's means. His majeſty beſieged and took 
ſt Marienburgh, a gallant town, and of great ſtrength. 
e took alſo Bouvines, and at length Dinan. But the 
ue of Dinan, fituated upon a high rock, was ſtont- 
_ defended by a Spaniſh captain; who, at length, 
wing forth to ſpeak with the conſtable about com- 
oſition, was retained, and the men of war came forth 
ich their bag and baggage. Few or none of the ſol- 
iers who came forth of Dinan, but were hurt either 
ich ſhelves or ſaves by the force of our battery, or 
ere burnt with the firebrands that they did roll down 
eee ſteep hill whereupon the wall was built. And 
rice they repulſed our French footmen : eleven ban- 
cr-bearers wheroof went up to the breach, to wit, 
rt, one with the enſign in his hand, not followed 
ich his company; who was killed, and fell tumbling 
oon the hill. Then another ſoldier, to win the of- 
ee, took up the enſign, and went up likewiſe to the 
cad of the wall; who was alſo killed. Then the 
ird, and all the eleven one after another, loſt their 
Wives, not at all aſſiſted by their companies; notwith- 
Standing that the conſtable my maſter ſtood by, crying 
nd threatening in vain: for which he degraded their 
| aptains, and brake their companies. There was a 
otſman, brother to Barnbougle, called Archibald 
oubray, who, with his drawn ſword, ran up to the 
eead of the wall, and returned ſafe: but he got no re- 
ard, though I uſed all my endeavours for him. Thus 
ny are readier to puniſh faults, than to reward good 
deeds. 3 | 
After this the king entered far into the Low Coun- 
tries, burning and carrying away great booties. But 
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gether; our army began to retire hameward. Then 


the emperor ſent 5000 horſemen, to ſee if they might 


perceive any occaſion of advantage; which they fre. 
quently eſſayed, aſſailing our rear-guard at the paſſing 
over a little water. At which time the conſtable ſtaid 
behind himſelf; and turning his face toward them, he 
withſtood their charge ſtoutly with the French Hoot. 
men and - ſome light horſemen, until the whole army 
had paſſed over theſaid water, not far from Cambray, 
So the emperor's horſemen followed no further at that 


time, believing that the king was reſolved to return to 
France, and diſmiſs his army for that year. But the 


king drew along the frontier toward a place of great 
ſtrength called Renty, where he planted his camp, and 
beſieged the ſaid place; which I heard the conſtable 
promiſe to deliver to the king in eight days. Which 
promiſe was not performed, for the emperor came in 
perſon with his army for the relief thereof, Which 


: army the conſtable rode out to meet with the whole 


French horſemen, leaving the foot at the ſiege: for 


he had great intelligence, and had heard where the 


emperor was reſolved to encamp, marching along a 
great height, which had a ſteep towards the part where 
our camp lay; but it was eaſy to ride up and down at 
the ſide thereof: where our horſemen did ride, and the 
emperor ſent down ſome on horſeback to flirmiſh. 


At which time Norman Leſly maſter of Rothes won 


great reputation: for with thirty Scotſmen he rode up 
the hill upon a fair gray gelding. He had above his 
coat of black velvethis coat of armour, with two broad 


| White croſſes, the one before, and the other behind, 
with ſleeves of mail, and a red bonnet upon his head, 


whereby he was known and ſeen afar off by the con- 
ſtable, the duke of Anguien, and the Prince of Conde: 


where, with his thirty, he charged upon ſixty of their 
horſemen with culverines, followed but with ſeven of 


his number, He, in our ſight, ſiruck five of them 
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_'STBJAMES MELVIL. 49 
from their horſes with his ſpear before it brake: then 
he drew his ſword, and ran in among them, not va- 
luing their continual ſhooting, to the admiration of the 
beholders. . He ſlew divers of them, and at length, 
when he faw a company of ſpearmen. coming down a- 

gainſt him, he gave his horſe the ſpurs, who carried 
kim to the conſtable, and there fell down dead; for 
he had many ſhots: and worthy Norman was al- 
ſo ſhot in divers parts, whereof he died fifteen days 
after; He was firit carried to the king's own tent, 
where the duke of Anguien and prince of Conde told 
his majeſty, that Hector of Troy was not more vali- 
ant than the ſaid Norman: whom the ſaid king 
would ſee dreſſed by his own chirurgeons, and made 
great moan for him. So did the conſtable, and all the 
xelt of the princes: but no man made more lamenta- 
tion than the laird of Grange, who came to the camp 
the next day after, from a quiet road whither he had 
been commanded, | 

Now the emperor: ſet down his camp two ite 
from Renty, and in an inſtant entrenched the whole 
camp round. about, fave only the face of the ſteep hill 
| that looked towards our camp. 

All that night there were many upon the watches 
of both armies, for every man looked for a battle the 
next day following: and therefore the emperor, like 
an old experienced captain, ſeized upon a wood in 
the night-time, that lay upon a hill-fide between the 
two camps; which was not only a great advantage to 
him, but compelled the moſt part of our army to ſtand 
in arms all night ; whereby they were rendered the. 
more unable againſt the next day, wanting the refreſu- 


ment of reſt; and then the place of battle was a plain 


valley that lay under the ſaid wood. The next morn- 
ing early, after every man had faid their prayers, and 
taken a little refreſhment, we placed our army in g 
order of battle under the ſaid hill and wood. The king 
himſelf that day commanded the battle; but he deſir - 
E 
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ed the conſtable to abide with him, 10 be © eounſel 
occaſion would fall out. The dnke of Cale led the 
vanguard, and the Marſhal of St. Andre the rearguard. 
Firſt, ſo many of our French foot as are called Enfans 
perdus were [ed along the hill and wood, beginning 
to ſkirmiſh with the Spaniards who were within the 
wood; who had ſo great advantage, being covered 
with buſhes and trees, that they compelled our foot 
to retire fearfully. Which well-favoured beginning 
the emperor might well perceive from the hill where- 
on he was encamped : therefore, like a {kilful captain, 
he took the occafion to hazard a good part of the van- 
guard with ſeven field-pieces, who, by his direction, 
came forward ; the Spaniards with their fire-arms 
through the wood ; ; Iooo lance-knights with bright 
corſlets along the hill · ſide, with long pikes; the count 
of Swaertſenburg with all hig reiters at the bil- foot, 
and the whole light horſemen of the emperor's army 
upon his right hand. At which time our foot, who 
were appointed to ſkirmiſh with the Spaniards, retired 
more and more; as alſo our light horſemen in the 
valley drew aſide, and gave too great place to the em- 
peror's vanguard : which when it came where-mon- 
fieur de Tavanes and monſieur de Lorge ſtood: with 
their companies, ſeeing them make for defence, they 
marched more coldly. The duke of Guiſe in the 
mean time ſaid, that he would ride back to the battle, 
and obtain the kin g's command before he would charge 
upon the enemy. But monſieur de Lorge, who was 
an old captain, alleged that there was no time to take 
counſel ; for the enemy, ſaid he, will be as ſoon at 
the king as you : therefore it was reſolved to charge 
courageouſly upon the enemy. Which being done, 
and a little rencounter made, the reiters ſhot off all 
their piſtols; and finding themſelves not backed, nor 
followed with the reſt of the emperor's army, as they 
alleged was promiſed unto them, they gave back and 
fied, being purſued by our horſe, who flew ſeveral of 
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the Dutch foot, and ſome of the Spaniards; for the 
wood was their relief; but the horſe all eſcaped with- 
in the ramparts of the emperor's camp. Their field- 
pieces were taken, and many Spaniards made priſon- 

ers. Therefore we called it a won battle, and march- 
ed forward, poſſeſſing the ground where the fight was, 
and ſet down our camp the ſame night hard beſide the 
emperor's ; who ſeemed not that he had loſt anything, 
but remained ſtedfaſtly within his trenches. All that 
night the army for the moſt part was upon the watch, 
and the next day the armies looked peaceably one up- 

on another: for we would not hazard to charge them 
within their foot; and they: ſtaid for twelve thouſand. 
freſh men that were coming to their aid. But in the 
evening they diſcharged all their cannons, which ove: - 
threw part of our tents; and we again diſcharged all 
our cannon at them, and did laugh to ſee the bullets 
light and rebound among them, Yet the ſame night, 
without trumpet or beating of drum, we raiſed orr: 
whole army, and retired home to our own town cf 


Montreal, and left Renty unwon, alleging that we bad 


won a battle, which was better, and that we wanted 
borſe-meat in the beginning of winter. But the em- 
peror ſuffered us patiently to paſs away, not appearing 
to underſtand that he knew any. thing of our retreat, 
being content that he had paige Renty from being 
taken. | 

After this, the emperor being aged, and finding 
himſelf vexed with the gout and gravel, he thought fit 
to leave the world, and retire himſelf to a monaſtery 
of manks in Spain. But firſt he made means with the 
princes of the empire, to elect his ſon Philip to be em- 
peror; which they altogether refuſed, thinking him 
too mighty, and the more in a capacity to ſubdue their 
liberties, as his father had attempted to do before : 
but they were content to-chuſe his brother Ferdinand, 
who was king of Bohemia and archduke of Auſtria ; 
which dominions lay neareſt the Turks. The ſaid 

1 | 


322 THE MEMOIRS OFC 

Ferdinand, having alſo ſome lands in Hungary, would 
be compelled to defend his own lands, and that way 
vould be content with leſs contribution from the e- 
ſtates of the empire. He gave over to his ſon Philip 
his other kingdoms and dominions that he had in 
Spain, Italy, and the Low Countries. And for the e- 
ſtabliſning his ſaid ſon's eſtate, he drew on a treaty 
of truce for the ſpace of five years with France: which 
was agreed upon, and fworn between the parties. But 
the ſaid truce was ſoon broken at the perſuaſion of 
pope Paul IV. who intended to bring back again to 
the church ſome church - lands that his predeceſſors had 
diſpoſed to their friends, as the common cuſtom of 
popes is: the one pope diſpones to his baſtards or ne- 
phews; the next pope revokes the lands, pretending ; 
the ſame to be for the good of the church, and pives 
them again to his kindred and friends, But thoſe who 
had the lands, that pope Paul IV. claimed, were a great 
clan in Ttaly, called Colonois, who were dependers 
upon the king of Spain, and were under his protecti- 
on; and would not grant to give over any of their 
poſſeſſions unto the pope, neither for his curſing, 
threatening or bragging, but ſtood in their own de- 
fence. Whereof the pope impatient, put on by two 
of his nephews, ſent the one of them to France, call- 
ed the cardinal Caraff. The faid legate had born be- 
fore him a hat upon the point of a ſword, both hat 
and ſword to be preſented to the king 6f France; the 
fword as an aſſured token of victory, and the hat as a 
token of triumph: requiring the king, as eldeſt ſon of 
the catholic church of Rome, to ſend an army to Ita- 
ly, to help the pope's holineſs to recover again to the 
kirk ſuch lands as were wrongfully with-holden from 
the ſame, by the ſaid race of the Colonois; and for 

| fo take away all ſcrupuloſity from the king s conſci- 

| ence, by reaſon of his oath and ſacrament at the cloſ- 
ing up of the truce with the king of Spain, he the ſaid 
cardinal, as legate from * vicar, ME power, 


would give him full abſolution , he having power to 
dind and looſe: alleging moreover, that in doing ſo 
dutiful an office for the kirk, the king would reap a 
great advantage to himſelf, ſeeing he might thereby 
de put in poſſeſſion of the kingdom of Naples by the 
forces of the pope; who ſhould j join with the king's 
army, after he had helped the kirk to recover her 
lands from them, who were maintained in the poſſeſ- 


ſion thereof by his competitor the king of Spain. 


The duke of Guiſe, and the cardinal of Lorrain his 
brother, embraced this propoſition very earneſtly: for 
the duke expected to be made viceroy of Naples, 
whereby he might the more eaſily ſometime make his 
brother pope. But the old conſtable my maſter was 
utterly againſt the breaking of the peace. Yet the 
two ambitious brothers preyailed, perſuading the king, 
that as the conſtable's age required reſt, fo the king, 
being in the flower of his years, ought not to let ſlip ſo 
fair an occafion to recover again the kingdom of 
Naples to the erown of France. 

Thus a great army was prepared, and ſent into 
Italy under the conduct of the duke of Guiſe; and 
likewiſe the king's lieutenant in Picardyentered in up- 
on the king of Spain's dominions with fire and ſword, 
ſo unexpected by thoſe of the Low Countries, that 
ſome of the French light horſemen entered upon 


horſeback within one of their kirks upon a Sunday, 


and ſnatched the chalice out of the prieſtꝰs hands when 


| he was mumbling his maſs. 

The king of Spain took this breach of the peace 
| heavily to heart; and both aſſiſted the Colonois againſt 
the pope's forces mere earneſtly than he would 
have done, and alſo . prepared a great army againſt 
the next ſpring · to invade the frontiers of Picardy | in 


France. 
In the mean time that Fa Aer Goife with is 


French army was in Italy, the pope took occaſion 


a. 
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kaſtily to 8 with the Colonois ; 5 who, finding 
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chemſelves like to be ſtraitened before the Ling: of 


| Spain's forces could be ready to ſupport them, gave 
the pope part of his deſire, he ſecuring to them the 
reſt. 


But the duke of Guiſe judged himſelf oreatly dif. 
graced by the pope's guile, and diſappointed as to the 
expectations he had of the preferment to the kingdom 
of Naples, when he underſtood that the pope was a- 
greed without” him, and that inſtead of concurring 
and helping him to conquer the kingdom of Naples, 
according to his engagement, he plainly refuſed ; pre- 
tending that the winter was near at hand, and that it 
was by far more fitting, that all chriſtian princes were 
agreed among themſelves to make war againſt the 
Great Turk. So that all the favour the Juke of Guiſe 
had, by undertaking this journey into Italy, was to 
get a kiſs of the pope's foot; which occaſioned great 
anger in the king of France, 'both at the one-and the 
other, Then, for the ſpace of two months, every 
man at the court of France had liberty to ſpeak ill of 
the pope; who at that inſtant agreed with the king of 
Spain by the mediation of that ſame cardinal Caraff, 
who had carried the ſword and hat = little before to 
the king of France, Which cardinal was afterwards 
ſtrangled by the next pope, Pius IV. for practiſing to 
bring the Great Turk into Italy againſt the chriſtians; 
which he at his death confeſſed he had, for his own 
greatneſs, This I underſtood. afterward, hong at 

—_ 

Now to return to the duke of Guiſe s army. 8 
doned by the pope: he returned to France with the 
loſs of the moſt part, dead for hunger, and weaken- 
dd by ſickneſs, and flain by the Spaniards, who waited 

at their heels all the way, Before the duke of Guiſes 
coming home to France, the king of Spain was en- 
tered upon the Frontiers of France with a great army 
of - thouſand men: whom to reſiſt, the con- 
ſtable my maſter was ſent with n thouſand. The 


« ſays, ſeeing that thou wilt not know'me; 3 ſhall like- 
« wiſe not know thee : thy glory ſhall be laid in the 


« Juſt,” This ſtrange language put the conſtable in 
ſuch a rage, that he ſtruck the poor man in the face 


with the horſe-rod which was in his hand, and threa- 
tened to cauſe him to be hanged. The man anſwered, _ 
«© That he was willing to ſuffer what puniſhment be 
« pleaſed, ſeeing he bad performed his commiſſion, ? 


The duke of Nevers perceiving the conſtable troubled, 
drew near, deſiring to know the eauſe. The conſtable | 


told him that ſuch a'knave had been preaching to him 


of God. Then the duke did alſo threaten the poor 


man. But as they did ride forward after the king, I 


ſtaid behind, and aſked the man what had moved him 


to uſe ſuch ſtrange language towards the conſtable; 


he anſwered, © T — the ſpirit of God gave him no reſt 


*« till he had diſcharged his mind of that commiſſion 


given him by God.” 


Now the Spaniſh army ende was led by 
Emanuel duke of Savoy along the frontiers of France, 


who at laſt planted his camp about the town of St. 


Quintin. Whither the conſtable ſent the admiral of 
Chaſtillon his Siſter's ſon, to deſend the ſame, and 
lodged his camp at la Fer, five leagues from the town 
of St. Quintin, which was not ſufficiently farniſhed 
with men and munition; wherefore he eſſayed the 
next day, in vain, to put in it more companies, under 
the conduct of monſienr d' Andelot brother to the ſaid 
admiral. After the preparation of two days, he march- 
ed forward with his whole army toward St. Quintin, 
carrying with him eighteen cannons, with ſome boats 
that are commonly i in camps, to paſs the army over 
rivers apd waters. For there was a little loch upon 
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day before he took leave of the king at Rheims in - 
Champaigne, riding to the hunting, there came a man 


in grave apparel following him on ſoot, crying for 
audience for God's ſake, Wbereupon the conſtable 


ſtaid, willing him to ſpeak. Who ſaid, © The Lord 
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the ſouth-weſt ide of the town'in the which the gad 
boats were ſet. And monſieur d' Andelot firſt with 
three hundred entered the town that way; but ſo ſoon 


as it was perceived, the enemy en the n from 


entering. 
But ſo ſoon as the duke of Savoy was coming with 


C 

his whole army towards ns, the conſtable alleging p 
that he had furniſhed St. Quintin ſufficiently, drew 6 
homewards towards la Fer in good order, intending c 
to eſchew battle if he could, the other being more | 
powerful than he. His intention was to paſs and n 
beſiege Calais; but the whole horſemen of the ene- 6 
my were hard at us, againſt the time we had tra- w 
velled four miles; where the conſtable ſtopped a ſo 
little time. At length he ſaid that theſe horſe- ag 
men came to ſtay us till the foot were advanced. w. 
Therefore he thought beſt to paſs forward to a narrow be 
poſt betwixt a wood and a village, there to give them he 
battle if he could not eſcape them. In the mean time N off 
the marſhal St. Andre, a great man for that time, gave Ml bet 
unhappy advice, that all the French ſervants who Ml fir: 
were on horſeback ſhould retire from among the men lf anc 
at arms, leſt they ſhould be an impediment to them ill the 
who were to fight, there being as many ſervants as mo 
there were maſters. They were glad to get them out if {ep: 
of the preſs, ſpurring their horſe with ſpeed home- vill. 
Wards, intending to ſtay upon ſome hill to behold the ſafe 
combat. The enemy percetving ſo great a number of legr 
horſemen as they thought flying, in the very inſtant my 
took occafion to charge upon our light horſemeg. dreſ 
Whereupon the eonſtable, being in a valley between 
two hills, marching toward the ſtrait part, where he 
intended to ſtay, ſpurred forward up the little hill that 
he might ſee how to reſiſt, and put order to the battle; 
which gave an hard apprehenſion to others that he 
was flying. But when he turned on the top of the 
Bilk to behold the onſet, no man would tarry with him 
for any command. he * cried, Ro 
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« turn, return, their heads were homewards, and 
their hearts alſo, as appeared. Then his maſter of the 
horſe bringing him a Turkey ſpeedy horſe to run away 
with the reſt, he anſwered in anger, 6 That it was 
« apainſt his profeſſion and occupation to fly; ad- 
dreſſing himſelf fearleſly againſt the greateſt troop of 
enemies, ſaying, © Let all true ſervants to the king 
« follow me: though only threeſcore gentlemen ac- 
companied him, who were all overthrown in an in- 
ſtant. The conſtable deſired to be killed; but the 
maſter of the horſe cried continually, * © It is the con- 
« ſtable, kill him not. But before he was known, he 
was ſhot through the thigh, and then was taken pri- 
ſoner. I being hurt by a ſtroke upon the head, was 
again mounted by 'my ſervant upon a Scots gelding, 3 
which carried me through the enemies, who were all 
betwixt me and home. Two of them ſtruck at my 

head with ſwords, becanſe my head-piece was ſtrucken 

off in the firſt rencounter. Theſe two were ſtanding 
betwixt us and home, to catch priſoners in a narrow 
ſtrait. But my horſe ran through them againſt my will, 
and through the village, for the field between it ind 

the wood was full of fmoke of the culverins. There 

moſt of our foot were ſlain, The leaping over a dike 

ſeparated me from the two, and fo being paſt the ſaid 

village there was room enough to efcape. So I came 

ſafe to la Fer, where I did meet with Mr. Henry Kil- 

legrew an Engliſh gentleman, my old friend, who held 


my horſe till I fat down in a barber 8 booth to be 


dreſſed of the hurt in my head. In the mean time a 
proclamation was made that no man ſhould remain 
within the town, but the ordinary garriſon, becauſe 
the governor thereof looked for a ſiege. 

By the loſs of this battle, the town of St. Quintin, 
and ſeveral other towns were loſt : whereby the king 
of France found himſelf reduced to fo great ſtraits, 
that he was compelled to accept of a very hurtful 
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— peace at Cambray; where I was for, the time with my 
maſter the conſtable, - yet a captive. _ 

With the ſaid conſtable was adjoined in copunif 
fon, the cardinals of Lorrain and Chaſtillon, the mar- 
ſhal of St. Andre, the biſhop of Orleans, and the ſe- 
cretary I Aubeſpine. For the king of Spain were, the 
duke of Alva, prince of Orange, and cardinal Gran- 
vel. For queen Mary of England were commiſſioners, 
William biſhop of Ely, and Doctor Wotton. The 
commiſſioners made peace betwixt France, Spain, Eng- 
land and Scotland. The conſtable was much for the peace: 
the cardinal of Lorrain defired the continuance of the 
wars. For by the peace, the conſtable would get leave 
to come home, to guide the king and court again, ay 
he had formerly done.. By the continuance of the 
Wars, he would remain fill priſoner, leaving the go- 
vernment of the king and court of France to the car- 
dinal and the duke of Guiſe his brother. Spain, that 
was victorious, took advantage of their {trife and em: 
lation, France and England loft by the ſaid peace. 
The king inclined moſt to the conſtable's counſel. 
England appeared deſirous that Calais ſhould be re- 
ſtored, . that the king of Spain would * 1 
gree till they had ſatisfaction of their demands. 
they were fruſtrate of their expectations. At * 
perceiving the two great kings careleſs of their ſatiſ- 
faction, they appeared content with a ſcornful mean 
(albeit it was not) caſt in by the cardinal of Lorrain, 
to wit, that Calais ſhould be reſtored to them at the 
end of eight years, or elſe 500, ooo crouns. And fot 
payment of the ſaid ſum, in caſe the ſaid town was not 
rendered unto them at the end of the time ſpecified, 
that in the mean time they ſhould have three great men 
of France, to be kept as pledges for the reſtitution of 
the ſaid town. Now the Engliſh commiſſioners knew 
that nothing of this would be kept, nevertheleſs they 


appeared content IN. themſelves abandoned. by 
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Spain, So the peace being concluded; Spain obtained 
all their deſires ; the conſtable obtained liberty ; the 
cardinal of Lorrain could not mend himſelf, no more 
than the Enpliſh commiffioners. , 

However the faid cardinal took this advantage of 
the ſaid peace, that the firſt article of the peace ob- 
liged all of them to leave their partialities, and join 
together to ſuppreſs the great number of heretics, who 
were ſo increaſed through all their dominions, that it 
wasthought hard enough to the pope, the emperor, the 
kings of Spain and France, together with the queen of 
Scotland, to reduce them again to the catholic faith. 
The faid cardinal propoſed to himſelf another advan- 
tage, wherewith to recompenſe his loſſes : for he 
thought at the end of eight years,, when England 
| would look either to get Calais reſtored again to them, 
or elſe the ſum above ſpecified, he would cauſe his ic: 
ter's daughter the queen of Scotland, to be proclaim- 
ed righteous queen of England, and allege that queen 
Elizabeth was but a baſtard. And that way he thought 
not only Calais but all England ſhould appertain to 
the queen of Scotland, As for the pledges, he re- 
folved ſuch men ſhould be choſen that France would 
make little account of. 

After the concluding of this peace, ' amballidots 
were ſent to Flanders and England. The cardinal of 
Lorrain ont of France, to take the king of Spain's 
oath, and to fwear for the king of France his obſerva- 
tion thereof, The ſecretary Dardois alſo was ſent out 
of France, to do the like in the name of the dauphin | 
of France, and the queen of Scotland his ſpouſe, giv- 
ing them this new ſtile, © In the name of Francis and 
Mary king and queen of Scotland, England, and Ire- 
„land, dauphin and dauphineſs of Viennois. Where- 
at the dane d' Alva and cardinal Granvel ſmiled, ſaying 
this will breed ſome buſineſs ere it be long. The car- 
dinal of Lorrain ſhortly aſter cauſed to be renewed all 
the queen of Scotland's ſilver veſſels, and engraved 


P ˙ w -w. ¶ 


7 — 2 2 Wn A 5 * ä : " ho : N 1 E " : 
8. : 7 * = "PRE = a $ {3 8 
60 THE ; MEMOIRS Om ä 


thereon the arms of England. The marſhal Montmo· 
rancy, my maſter's eldeſt ſon, was ſent. to England t 
ſwear the peace, and to take the queen of England', 
oath, So ſoon as Sir Nicholas Throgmorton under. 
ſtood of this new ſtile and arms, uſurped by the queen 
of Scotland, to which he ſaid ſhe had no right, he be. 
ing amballador from the queen of England to France, 
_ complained thereof to the king and council of France, 
though he got but Dutch excuſes ;. alleging that in 
| Dutchland all the princes brothers, confins, or chil. 
dren, are {tiled princes or dukes of that fame. houſe, 
The. conſtable adviſed the king to commiſſion me to 
ſwear the peace in Scotland. But the cardinal of Lor- 
rain alleged monſieur Bettancourt, maſter of the houſ; 
hold to the queen regent, was meeter; becauſe the in · 
ſtruQions tended to declare unto the queen regent, hoy 
that the firſt and principal article of the peace, was that 
the pope, the emperor, the kings of Spain and France, 
ſhould join together to reduce again the moſt. part of 
Europe to the Roman catholic religion, and to, purſue 


and puniſh with fire and ſword. all heretics, who Wi 


Sada not condeſcend to the ſame ; deſiring the Queen 
regent to do the ſame in Scotland; and to begin in 
time, before the hereſy ſhould ſpread. any further; 
which was already too far ſpread by her gentle forbear- 
ance, as had been reported to the king of France; 
praying her diligently to take courſe therein, without 
fear, or reſpect of perſons, ſeeing that no country of 
itſelf was able to withſtand the whole forces of ſo many 
confederate catholic great princes.  ., 

It is above declared, that all thoſe prelates, who had 
great rule and authority for, the time, had aſſiſted the 
queen regent in breaking the contract of marriage with 
England, and tranſporting the young queen to France 
But the archbiſhop of St. Andrew's began to think, that 
in cafe the young queen died without ſucceſſion to her 
body, the earl of Arran his nephew might the eaſilier 
be crowned, the governor his nacher . already in 
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poſſeſſion, was againſt the'' tranſporting the crown- 
matrimonial to France. And he having, for the time, the 
guiding both of the governor his brother, and of the 
country, drew eaſily the molt part of the clergy upon 
his fide. Whereupon the queen dowager was compel- 
Jed to addreſs herſelf to a contrary faction to be the 
more in a capacity of compaſſing her deſign; to wit, 
to the nobility and barons, who were become profeſſors 
of the reformed religion, conniving at their ſecret 
reaching, for further ingratiating herſelf with them: 
whereby the proteſtants ſo increaſed, that the moſt part 
| of the country became profeſſors of the reformed religi- 
on. And ſuch as had upon that account been formerly 
baniſhed, as upon account of the ſlaughter of the cardi- 
nal, were called home to fortify the faction that moſt 
flurthered her deſigns. In the mean time the biſhop of 

st. Andrew's fell fick, fo that he loſt his ſpeech and was 
given over for dead. The queen dowager looks upon 
this as a fit opportunity of wreſting the government 
out of the lord Hamilton's hands, having the concur- 
rence of the lords that were proteſtants, and their de- 
pendents, who were not a little incenſed at the faid go- 
vernor, becauſe he had been ſo influenced by his bro- 
ther, as by his counſel to endeavour the ruin of their 
religion. And the ways they took became effectual, he 
having been at laſt induced to reſign the government 
into the queen's hands, who thereupon was declared 

Fm hte gets 1 
© The proteſtants were thus at this time her beſt 

friends, and by the diligent preaching of the preachers, 
they were increaſed to ſo great a number, that ſhe judg- 
ed it would prove 2 dangerous and difficult matter to 
compel them to deſert their principles. But the in- 
ſtructions which Bettancourt brought to her, and to 
monſieur d'Ofel lieutenant in Scotland for the king of 
France, and to all others who had greateſt credit about 
her majeſty, were ſo ſtrict, and mixed with ſome threa- 
tenings, that ſhe determined to follow them. She there- 
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62 
fore iſſued out a proclamation a little before Eaſtet, 
commanding every man great and ſmall to obſerve the 
Roman Catholic religion, to reſort daily to the maſs, 
that all ſhould make confeſſion in the ear of a prieſt, and 
receive the ſacrament, By word of mouth ſhe acquaint- 
ed ſeveral of the proteſtant lords, that they behoved to 
deſert their principles; ſhe ſhewed to them the com- 
miſſion that was ſent her out of France, and the dan- 
ger that would follow thereupon if not obeyel. 
When the nobility and ſtates of the country per- 
ceiving her to be in earneſt, finding themſelves alſo 
threatened by Monſieur d' Oſel, they left the court: 
and conſulting together what was meeteſt for them to 
do, they ſent unto her majeſty the earl of Argyle, and 
lord James prior of St. Andrew's, to ſhew her majeſty, 
in name and behalf of the reſt, how that they had been 
permitted by her majeſty to keep their own miniſters 
of a long time, ſometimes ſecretly, and ſometimes 
openly. That by her tolerance, their religion had 
taken ſuch root, and the number of the proteſtants 
ſo increaſed, that it was a vain hope to believe they 
could be put from their religion, ſeeing they were 
reſolved as ſoon to part with their lives as to recant. 
The queen-regent did as much diſreliſh this kind of 


language, as they had done her proclamation, ſo that 


ſhe began to perſecnte, and'they to ſtand to their own 
deſence, binding themſelves together under the name of 


the Congregation. Therefore they brake down 1 images, 


kirks and cloiſters. 

The qucen- regent ſent to France, advertiſing bir 
daughter and her huſband of theſe diſorders, requiring 
help and forces to ſuppreſs this in time, or elſe all 
would be loſt: declaring that ſhe had. ground of fear, 
that my lord James prior of St. Andrew's, natural ſon 
to James V. would under pretext of this new religion 
uſurp the crown of Scotland, and pluck it clean away 
from the qucen her caughter, unleſs ſudden remedy were 
applied thercto. Upon this advertiſement, ſome of the 
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council of France adviſed preſently to raiſe. a great 
army ſor reducing of Scotland; but the conſtable coun- 
ſelled the king, whoſe penſioner I was for the time, 
to ſend me into Scotland. The king firſt gave me his 
commiſſion by word of mouth; and then the conſtable, 
his chief counſellor, directed me at length. in his ma- 
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loſs of the kingdom of Scotland, I muſt needs med- 
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jeſty's preſence, as followeth : 


“ Your native queen (faith he) is 1 here in 
France unto the dauphin, and the king is informed 

by the cardinal of Lorrain, that a baſtard ſon to 
James V. called prior de St. Andre, pretends under 


colour of religion, to uſurp the kingdom unto him- 


ſelf. His majeſty knows that I was ever againſt the 
ſaid marriage, fearing thereby to make our old 


friends our new enemies, as is like to come to paſs 
this day: but I gave too great place to the houſe 


of Guiſe to deal in the affairs of Scotland, becauſe 
the queen-regent is their ſiſter. But now ſeeing 
their violent proceedings are like to occaſion the 


dle and put to my helping band, as having better 
experience of the nature of that nation than appa- 
rently they have. I aſſure you that the king is re- 
ſolved to hazard his crown, and all that he hath, 
rather than that your queen be robbed of her right, 
ſeeing ſhe is now married unto his ſon. And he 
reſolves to ſend an army to Scotland for that effect, 
though he would gladly ſhun the trouble thereof, if 2 
it were poſſible. For now after his majeſty hath had 
wars long enough with his old enemies, and hath 
agreed with them upon very rational conſiderations, 


he is loath to enter again into a new unneceſſary 


war with his old friends; ſeeing there is probable 
ground of conjecture, that it is not their default, 


but that the ſame is occaſioned by the harſh uſage ; 


they meet with, I hear that Monſieur d' Oſel is cho- 
leric, haſty, and too paſſionate. Such are not qua- 
lified to rule over remote and foreign countries. $ 
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have alſo intelligence, that the queen«regent hath: 
not kept all things promiſed unto them. The king 
my maſter is not ſo raſti, as readily to believe that 
Scotland, who had kept ſo long friendſhip with 
France, wonld now ſo ſlightly —＋ their old band, 
and abandon their duty to their lawful prince. The 
king is well acquainted with the inconveniencies 


which may ariſe upon ſo diſtant and beyond ſea 
wars. He knows what charge it is to furniſh out 


ſnips, which perchance may be thrice victualled 
ere they make fail, by reaſon of contrary winds, 
and that your ſeas are very dangerous. The mar- 
quiſs d' Elbeuf was driven upon the coaſt of Nor- 
way, when he thought to have landed in Scotland; 


ſo that his voyage did no good, though his prepa - 


rations for the ſame were very expenſive. Though 
our army were well landed in Scotland, how oft might 


they ſtand in need of ſupply, when we by reaſon oſ 


theſe and ſeveral the like difficulties, will not be able 
to help them, whereof we have too good — 
when monſieur de Lorge was there. 
I have brought you up from a child; I „ 

ſtand that you are come of an honourable family ; 
I have aſſured the king that I have had good progf 
of your honeſty, ſo that his majeſty is well minded 


toward you, at whoſe hand I hope you ſtiall deſerve 


a good reward: this is a commiſſion of a far great 
er importance than that which Bettancourt carried: 
for the king will ſtay or fend his army according to 
your report, Give it out that you are only come 
home to viſit your friends, Let neither the queen- 
regent nor d'Oſel know of your commiſſion where- 
in you are employed by the king, who is now your 
belt maſter. 
* Firſt, try difigently and perfectly well, whether 
the ſaid prior pretends to uſurp the crown of Scot- 
land to himſelf, or if he be moved to take arms on- 


« ly for conſcience lake, in defence of his religion, 
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« himſelf, his dependents and aſſociates. Next, try | 
« what promiſes are broken to him and them; by 
e whom, and at whoſe inſtance. Thirdly, if they de- 
« fire another lieutenant in place of d' Ofel. 
« Tf it be only religion that moves them, we muft 
« commit Scotſmens ſouls unto God; for we have 
difficulty enough to rule the canſcjonces of French- 


men. It is the obedience due unto their lawful 


« queen with the body that the king deſires. If 
« any promiſe be made to them, and not kept, the 
« king nor I are not to be blamed. If they deſire 
« any other lieutenant in place of d' Oſel, the king 
« will ſend one, who I hope ſhall pleaſe them,” 
After that the conſtable had ended his inſtructions, 
the king laid his hand upon my ſhoulder, and ſaid, do 
as my couſin hath directed you, and I ſhall reward you. 
So I kiſſed his majeſty's hand; and taking my leave I 
went through England, and God. the queen-regent 
within the old tower of Faulkland; becauſe that ſame 
day her army under duke Hamilton and monſieur d' O- 
ſel was ranged in battle upon Cowpar muir, againſt 
the lords of the congregation: at what time her ma- 
jeſty made a hard complaint unto me of her diſobedi- 
ent ſubjects. And even as I was ſpeaking with her, 
the duke and monſieur d' Oſel returned from the ſaid 
muir without battle, Whereat the queen was much 
offended, thinking they had loſt a very fair occaſion. 
I laid myſelf wholly out to be informed, if my lord 
James intended, as was reported of him, to make him- 
ſelf king. Mr. Henry Balnaves was then in great 
_ credit with him, and loved me as I had been his own 
ſon, by reaſon of ſome acquaintance 1 had with him in 
France, and ſmall ſervices I had done him there, during 
his baniſnment. He firſt acquainted me fully, ſo far 
as he knew, of my lord James's intention, and en- 
couraged me to be plain with the ſaid lord James, 
alluring me. of ſecreſy and honeſt and plain dealing. 
He was a , rand wile, and long experiment 
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ed counſellor. He went with me to the ſaid lord prior, 
having ſhewn him my commiſſion, which was very ac- 
ceptable to him: he delayed not to adviſe with any 
other of his counſel, what anſwer he ſhould give me; 
but inſtantly and plainly told me his mind, in preſence 
of the ſaid Mr. Henry. Firſt, he declared what Ace 
ceptable ſervice he and his alfociates had done to the 
queen-regent, chiefly of late, when the biſhop of st. 
Andrew's had drawn the moſtpart of the clergy againſt 
the tranſporting the crown-matrimonial to France ; 
albeit he had been mainly inſtrumental of ſending the | 
queen thither, and in perſuading the governor his 
brother to break the contract of marriage with Edward 
of England. He told what liberty of conſcience her 
majeſty had granted unto them, until the time that the 
maſter of her houſhold, monſieur Bettancourt, re- 
turned from France with the news of the peace; and 
that, though ſince that time ſhe had changed her beha- 
viour and conntenance toward him and thoſe who had 
done her beſt ſervice, he knew well enough that it 
proceeded not from her own nature, but was oceaſion- 
ed by the perſuaſions and threatenings of her brother 


and friends in France. And further he rehearſed un- 


to me all her and their former proceedings, whereof 
mention is made already, affirming ſtill his good-will 
to her majeſty's ſervice. And he further declared, that 
the more effectually to remove all ſuſpicions from: his 
{oyereign and her huſband of his deſigned uſurpation, 
he was content to baniſh himſelf perpetually out of 
Scotland, if it would pleaſe the queen and the king of 
France to grant him and his aſſociates ſuch liberty as 
the queen. re gent had permitted them till the home - 
coming of Bettancourt; providing that his rents 
might come to him to Trance, or any other country 
where he ſhould reſide: and for ſecurity hereof, he of- 
ſered tat ſufficient pledges of the noblemens ſons in 
Scotland ſhould be ſent to France; ſo that no king 
nor queen of Scotland did ever receive more chearful 
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obedience, than her majeſty! ſhould | dogotwititnding 
of her abſence. A 
With this anſwer 1 took my journey through Eng · 
land to France; and at Newcaſtle: fell in company 
Vith an Engliſhman, who was one of the gentlemen 
of the queen's chamber; a man well ſkilled in the ma- 
thematics, necromancy, aſtrology, and was alſo a good 
geographer; who had been ſent by the council of 
England to the borders, to draw a map of ſuch lands 
as ly between England and Scotland; which part was 
alleged to be a fruitful ſoil, though at that time it 
ſerved for no other purpoſe but to be a retreat to 
thieves. For queen Elizabeth of England was lately 
come to the crown, and had been adviſed by her coun- 
cil to this courſe, as tending not only to the enlarg- 
ing of her bounds, but rendering theſe parts civil. I 
know not the reaſon why they followed it not, though 
I conjecture that the variance which fell out between 
the two kingdoms hindered it. The Engliſhman and 
l by the way entered into great familiarity, ſo that he 
ſhewed me ſundry ſecrets of the country, and of the 
court, Among other things, he told me, that king 
Henry VIII. had in his lifetime been ſo curious, as to 
enquireat men called Diviners, or Necromancers, what 
ſhould become of his ſon king Edward VI. and of his 
two daughters Mary and Elizabeth: that anſwer was 
made unto him again, that Edward ſhould die, having 
few days, and no ſucceſſion; and that his two daugh- 
ters ſhould the one ſucceed the other: that Mary, his 
eldeſt daughter, ſhould marry a Spaniard, and that way 
bring in many ſtrangers to England; which would 
occaſion great ſtrife and altercation: that Elizabeth 
| ſhould reign - after her, who ſhould marry either a 
Scottiſhman or a Frenchman, Whereupon the king 
cauſed to give poiſon to both his daughters: but be- 
cauſe this had not the effect he deſired, (for they find- 
ino themſelves altered by vehement vomitings and 


pur. ings, having ſuſpected poiſon, had taken remedies) 
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be caufed to-prockiim them both baſtards. But the wo- 


men that attended about queen Mary alleged that her 
1 for ſhe was ſeveral times ſup- 


to be with child to king Philip of Spain, yet 
ht forth nothing but dead lumps of fleſh. There- - 


ſore, to be xevenged upon her father, the Engliſhmag 
told me, that ſne had cauſed ſeeretly in the night to 
take up her father's bones, and burn them, This the 
honeſt gentleman affirmed to be truth, though nat 
known to many. He was a man of great gravity, a» 
bout fifty years of age. When he came te London, 
he ſhewed me great kindneſs, and made me a preſent 
of ſome books; 

; ay woeful fhuds gra co. 
King Henry II. being hurt in the head with a ſhiver 
of a ſpear by the count of Montgomery, at the tri- 


umphal juſtings of his daughter's marriage with the 


king of Spain, died eight days after at Paris. And 
the conſtable my maſter was commanded to retire him 


from court to his houſe, by the new king, Francis II. 
huſband ow foveraige 3 who was wholly guided by 
the duke of Guiſe, and the cardinal of Lorrain, com- 
petitors to the ſaid conſtable in court · emulation. 
_ Which occaſtoned that my voyage, and the anſwer 1 
had got, was all in vain; for the houſe of Guiſe 
were the chief inſtruments of all the troubles in Scot- 
land. 


5 When I did ſhew the conſtable, Godard the | 


anſwer of my commiſſion, which was according to his 
heart's deſire, the tears came over his cheeks, crying, 


Alack for the lofs of the king my good maſter, that he 
ſhould not have ſeen before his death Scotland reco- 


vered again, which he eſteemed loſt :. ſeeing you are 
thereby alſo fruſtrate of a good reward, which this 
your ſervice merited. Now I have not fuch intereſt as 
I formerly had to advance you; but if you will take 


fuch part as I have, you ſhall be very welcome. I 


anſwered, that as I had been with him in his pro- 


8. * rer * . — N 
2 Ss BI 3 * 2 47 A wy 5 5 ds 1 8 5 18 % 18 3 9 
a * * * « SE — 2 n . 
1 & ; N Wo” LPS is 
: : "\ . I , : 
: if ö 


50 JW Dr . 2 


2 ng e. . Ke. Mug _ 


2 


PF a . tf: a 5 mw. 


SIR JAMES MELVTL. 6 
ſperity, I would not deſert; him: in his adverſity:. 
Now there was no more appearance of concord: bo- 
twixt the queen · regent and the congregation in Scot : 
land. For the king of France was raiſing men to ſend 
thither, The congregation again ſought help from 
England; which they: obtained:the rather, becauſe the 
Engliſh ambaſſador reſident in France hed advertiſe 
his miſtreſs, how: that the queen of Scotland and her 
- huſband had taken the ſtile of England and Ireland, 
and alſo e en eee ee 
ver plate. 

The queen- regent, and monſieur & Oſel with his: 
N incloſe themſelves within Leith; which 
they did fortify to receive the French ſupply which was 
daily expected. At length thoſe who were befieged: 
made a ſally, cauſed the congregation to fly, and took 
cheir artillery, till an army from England came under 
the conduct of the duke of Norfolk. At which the 
queen-regent being indiſpoſed by the ſea-air at Leith, 
retired herſelf to the caſte: of Edinburgh ; where ſhe 
wok ſickneſs, and died, during the time that Leith was 
beſieged both by Scotland and England: regreting that 
ſhe had occaſioned to herſelf and the kingdom fo much 
unneceſſary trouble, by following che advice of her 
French friends. 

During the ſiege of Leith, a Scotinen who were in 

France were deteſted; and divers of them upon ſuſpi- 

cion made priſoners. Which obliged me to repair from | 
the conſtable's houſe to the court, to require licence 
from the queen my ſovereign to. viſit other countries, 
whereby IJ might be rendered more able afterward to 
do her majeſty agreeable ſervice: which ſhe granted, 
and preſenting me to the king her haſband, I had a 
kiſs of his hand, and: ſo took my leave. 

The conſtable, my good maſter, 8 
w the Fledor Palatine, adviſing me to remain at his 
court to learn the Dutch tongue. I was courteoully 
received by the: laid prince * and obtained fuch 
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his court as one of his ſervants. So ſoon as he heard 


of the death of king Francis II. king of France, who 
died at Orleans, I was fent to condole for the ſaid 


king's death, as the cuſtom of princes is, and rejoice 
with the new young king Charles IX. alſo to comfort 
our queen and the queen-mother. The king's death 
made a great change : the queen-mother was glad at 
the death of king Francis her ſon, becauſe ſhe had no 
guiding of him, he being wholly connſelled by the duke 
of Guiſe and the cardinal his brother, the queen our 


miſtreſs being their ſiſter's daughter; fo that the queen- 


mother was much fatisfied to be freed of the govern- 
ment of the houſe of Guile; and for this cauſe ſhe en- 
tertained a great grudge at our queen. In the mean 
time the king of Navar, and prince of Conde, who 
were impriſoned, and ſhould have been executed three 
days after, the ſcaffold being already prepared, were 
by the queen-mother ſet at liberty. The conſtable allo, 
having been charged to come to court, expected no 
better meaſure: he therefore gave it out that he was 
fick; being carried in a horſe · litter, and making little 
Journies, he drew out the time ſo long by the way, 


that in the mean time the king died. Whereof being 


informed, he leaped on a horſe, and came frankly to 
court, ans like a conſtable commanded the men of 
war who were upon the guards. The duke of Guiſe 
and his brother were commanded out of the town. 
The queen-mother was glad at the conſtable's coming, 


ſeeing ſhe found herſelf by his authority and friendſhip 
with the king of Navar the more in a capacity todrive 


the houſe of Guiſe from court. 

The eſtates were convened at Orleans, and Gor the 
time the king of Navar fell to be tutor and governor 
to the young king and the country. But. the queen- 


mother knowing his faculty, handled the matter ſo 


finely by the conſtable's help, that. the king of Navar 


procured from the three eſtates, that the queen · mother 
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mould be regent of the realm: to whom he rendered 
up his place, being ſatisſied to be but her lieutenant, 
She, having attained this great point, cauſed the eſtates 
to require, that an account ſhould be mads to them, 
by the duke of Guiſe, the marſhal de St. Andre, and 
the cardinal, of their intromiſſion with the king's 
rents; and avis of the king and country. Where 

upon they left the court, binding themſelves together 
to v defend themſelves againſt the queen-mother's ma- 
lice : for, in effect, ſhe was a deadly enemy to all of 
them who had eicher _ her huſband or r her eldeſt | 

ſon. 

I was all this time at Orleans, where 1 might 5 
this change, and had great favour of the king of Na- 
var for the Elector Palatine's ſake, who was his great 
friend. The queen-mother alſo highly eſteemed the 
ſaid Prince Elector, diſpatching me with great thanks, 
and a gift worth a thouſand crowns. | 

Our queen in the mean time ſeeing her friends in 
diſgrace, and knowing herſelf not to be much liked, 
ſhe left the court, and was a ſorrowful widow, when 
I took leave of her at a gentleman's houſe four miles 
from Orleans. So I returned to Dutcbland, with many 
Inſtructions from thequeen-mother and king of Navar, 
For ſhe appeared to be inclined to profeſs publicly the 
reformed religion, thinking it the meeteſt way to re- 
tain the government and guiding of the king of Na- 
var; that being the only faction which appeared able 
to rf the houſe of Guiſe, who were banded 
with the pope and king of Spain. The ſaid queen- 
mother likewiſe entertained ſome reſolutions of join- 
ing with the proteſtant princes of Dutchland, and with 
the queen of England, count Egmont, prince of Orange, 
count Horn, and ſuch as had in the Low Countries 
embraced the reformed religion, or ſtood Na for the 
liberty of their country. 

I being returned to Dutchlarid cedibied news ont 
of England from Mr. Killegrew my old friend, that 
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Leith: that the Frenehmen were to be carried to 
France in the queen of England's ſhips: that the 

of Scotland was to lay aſide the arms oſ Eng- 
land : and the congregation to have the free excerciſe 
of their religion. I leave all the proceedings in tlie 
ſent, who will probably write that hole hiſtory a 1 
ghall only touch ſuch things as 1 myſelf was employel 
in, which -I did fee with my eyes, and hear with my 
ears, which may ſerve for little parentheſes to hiſtorio- 
graphers, who had not the occaſion of being ſo well 
therewith acquainted. 

Our queen, then ne Friars, e be 
Kelf by little and little further and further :from:the 
-court of France, that it might not appear that ſhe was 
any way compelled thereto, as of a truth:the was by 
the queen-mother's rigorous dealing, who alleged that 
ſhe had been deſpiſed by her daughter-in-law, - during 

the ſhort reign of king Francis II. her n the 
| inſtigation of the houſe of Guiſq. 

Monſieur de Martigues, monſieur Ogel, la Brofſe, 
the biſhop of Amiens, and ſuch other Prenthenen as 
were lately carried out of Scotland in the Engliſh ſhips, 
reſorted to our queen, eee flier "th 
whole progreſs of affairs, and the ſtate of the king- 
.dom. Theſe, as well as the reft of her friends, adviſcd 
her to return to Scotland, (encouriging ber dich the 


hopes of ſucceeding to the crown of England) rather 


than to endure the queen- mother's s difdain in France: 
deſiring her, as moſt conducing for her intereſt, to ſerve 
the time, to accommodate herſelf diſcreetly and gently 
to her own ſubjects; to be moſt familiar with my lord 
James, prior of St. Andrew's, her natural brother; 
and with the earl of Argyle, who had married lady 
Jean Stuart her natural ſiſter; and to uſe the ſecretary 
Lidington and the laird of Grange moſt tenderly in al 
ber affairs; and, in ſum, to repoſe — 
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divine providence: renverſe the fineſt practices and pre- 


tences of mighty rulers and potentates, and turn all to 
the beſt to ſuch as ſerve him with a ſincere heart: as, 
on the other hand, God abhorreth ſuch ſubjects as 
hypocritically, under pretext. of religion, take occa- 
fron to rebel againſt their native princes, for ambi- 
tion, greedineſs, or any other worldly reſpece. 
The prior of St. Andrew's being advertiſed of the 
queen his ſovereign's deliberation to return to Scot- 
land, and to uſe his and his friends advice; he goeth 
himſelf to France, requeſting her majeſty to return to 
her own, promiſing to ſerve her faithfully to the utmoſt 
of his power: and returns again to Scotland, to pre- 
pare the hearts of her ſubjects againſt her home- com- 


ing. After this, her majeſty went to Janville, the 


duke of Guiſe's dwelling-place, about the marches of 
Lorrain, and at length went to viſit the duke of Lor- 
rain at Nancy; where 1 chanced to come ſhortly after, 


in company of the duke Caſimir ſecond ſon to the E- 


lector Palatine. But the queen was, already parted 
from the court of Lorrain toward Janville; whither 
I took occaſion to go, to tender to her majeſty the 
offer of my moſt humble and dutiſul ſervice. And 


the ſaid duke Caſimir, underſtanding that I was to 


ride thither, did write a very kind letter to her maje- 
ſty, comforting her the beſt he could, offering his ſer- 
vice in caſe any in France ſhould wrong or injure her, 
and that he would bring to her aid, upon her letter, 
10000 men. Her majeſty was much refreſhed with 
this friendly offer; and. ſhe was pleaſed to give me 
thanks for the demonſtrations I had. given of being 


entirely devoted to her. intereſt, ſhewing me ſhe had 
been made acquainted therewith while I was at the 
court of France. She deſired me earneſtly, when I 


reſolved to retire out of Germany, to come home and 
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* her (pes hh very dete es 
offers, 80 T returned back to the duke Caſimir, who 
was about contracting a: marriage with the duke of 
Lorrain's eldeſt ſiſter: which took not eſſoct, becauſe | 
 _ the: old dutcheſs her mother, Who was king C 
nus daughter of Denmark, begotten upon the empe· 
ror Charles's ſiſter, who. alſo. loſt the kingdom of 
Denmark, pretending to make it hereditable, whereas it 
was elective, (the faid king Chriſtiernus was _—_ in 
priſon, till his death; ) this dutcheſe E K ſay] his 
daughter alleged, that the kingdom of Norway apper- 
tained unto her, as heir unto her father, and that the 
faic Kingdom was hereditary unto: her father, albeit 
Penmark was not; and intended then to marry her 
eldeſt devighter-anke: Frederic king off Denmark, and 
to give over with her ſaid daughter the kingdom. of 
Norway. But the ſaid: dutcheſs offered unto duke 
Caſimir her ſecond daughter; which, he refuſed, and 
dealt with his father to fend me unto. England, to pro- 
poſe marriage for him unto the queen of England. But 
J refuſed to undertake that commiſſion, baving ground 
to conjecture that ſhe would never marry, upon the 
reflexion I made upon that ſtory one of the gentlemen 
of her chamber had told me; ſeeing ſhe knowing her- 
elf unable for ſucceſſion, I ſuppoſed! ſhe would never 
render herſelf ſubject to any man. The ſaid duke Was 
very much diſpleaſed at me, becauſe I refuſed, 
About this time the cardinal of Lorrain being at 
Trent, took occaſion to viſit the oid emperor Ferdi- 
nand at Inſpruck his dwelling-place, not far: from 
Frent. And there the ſaid cardinal propoſed twomar- 
riages ; firſt, the king of France Charles IX. to the eld- 
eſt daughter of Maximilian ſon to Ferdinand, lately 
| Choſen king of the Romans, and coadjutor to the em- 
pire. Then he propoſed the queen of Scotland dow- 
ager of France to Charles n e brother 
to the faid Maximilian. 
ITbde quem agg this is returned: to Scary. 


SIT JAMES'MELVIL „ 


and apparently had been advertiſed by the 'faid cardi- 


nal, that he had propoſed dle e and it 
ſeems ſhe had reliſhed the overture.” STE | 
Her majeſty returning vas gladly welevined: 0 ths 

whole ſubjects. For at firſt, following the cormſel of 
her friends, ſhe behaved herfelf humanely to them all, 
committing the chief handling of her affairs unto hed 
brother the prior of St. Andrew's, whom afterward 
ſhe made earl of Murray, and to the ſecretary Liding- 
ton, as meeteſt, both to hold the country at her devo- 
tion, and alſo to beget a ſtrict friendſhip between her 
majeſty and the queen of England. For my lord 
Murray had great credit with my lord Robert Dudley, 
ra was afterward made earl of Leiceſter. ' And the 

retary Lidington had great credit with the ſecretary 


— So that theſe four — — 
friendſhip between the two queens, and their countries. 


So that there appeared outwardly no more difference, 


but that the queen of England was the elder ſiſter, and 
the queen of Scotland the younger, whom the queen 


of England promiſed to declare ſecond perſon, accord- 
ing to her good behaviour. So that letters and cor- 
reſpondence paſt weekly berwixt them; and at firſt 
there appeared nothing more deſired by either of them, 
than that they might ſee one another, by a meeting at 
a convenient place, whereby they might alſo declare 
their hearty and loving minds each to other: for our 
queen was ſo nettled with the hard uſage ſne had met 


with from the queen - mother of France, who had Hke- : 


wiſe hardly ufed all her friends of the el 
that ſhe was the more earneſt to make friendſhip wi 

her, and with fach whom ſhe knew that queen — 
wort. The two queens this way keeping on their 
dutward friendſhip for a while, with che plain and ho- 
neſt meaning of our queen, as I afterward did perfect - 


iy know; there came a letter to me out of Scotland 


from the ſecretary Lidington, at the queen's command, 
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duke Charles of Auſtria, binge hwothes 20 Mill 


lian then king of the ente; and emperor in effect; 


for the emperor Ferdinand his father had nothing but | 


the name, by reaſon of his age. I was deſired to in- 
form myſelf concerning his religion, his rents and his 
qualities, his age and ſtature, and deſired to ſend home 


word, and therewith to ſend his picture, if it could 


be done. It was thought I might obtain the occafion 
thereof by means of the Elector Palatine my maſter, 


for the time greateſt in . with the oy 1g Maxi- 
milian, 


Now ] my. lord: lane; being at an ne conven- I 


tion holden at Augſburgh, had of his own head enquired 
of Maximilian, what the cardinal of Lorrain's buſineſs 


had been with his father Ferdinand when he came to 


ſee him from Trent: for the good. elector was afraid 
it had been about ſome matters of religion. For Fer- 


dinand was a devout catholic, and Maximilian appear- | 


ed to be a zealous Proteſtant : for he was but lately 
choſen king of the Romans at Francfort, not without 
difficulty. Being himſelf one of the ſeven electors as 
king of Bohemia, he was to ſue ſix electors for their 
votes; to wit, the elector Palatine, the duke of Sax- 
ony, and the duke of Brandenburg, three proteſtant 
princes; and three biſhops, Mentz, Triers and Co- 
logne, catholics. Both theſe factions were put in hope, 
that being emperor he would declare himſelf of their 
principles. In the mean time he uſed ſecret preach- 
ings, to pleaſe the proteſtants; but he went openly to 
the maſs, whereby the biſhops thought themſelves aſ- 
ſured of him, But the good elector palatine believed 
firmly, that after his father's death he would declare 


himſelf a plain proteſtant. Thus he won both parties 


to make him emperor. He told the elector Palatine at 


the convention in Augſburgh, that the cardinal of Lor- 
rain had propoſed two marriages to the emperor his 


father: the one was, Charles young king of France 
to his own eldeſt daughter; the other was, the queen 
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of Scotland; dowager of France, to his brother the 
archduke Charles. The elector enquired how he re- 
liſhed theſe two marriages. He anſwered he could 
not but like well of them, ſeeing he was not to expect 
a better match to his daughter than the king of France, 
nor to his brother than the queen of Scotland, who 
the cardinal alſo alleged had right to the crown of 
England. The elector ſaid, that ſince he was pleaſed 
with the overture of marrying his brother to the queen 
of Scotland, that he had a Scottiſh Gentleman with 
him, who cou be a good 3 to bring forward 
the ſaid marriage. 

Whereupon Maximilian defired to ſpeak with me; 
and becauſe for the time I was in the country of Heſſe, 
he deſired him to ſend me to him upon my return. 
Which the elector did, and ſent with me one of his 
council, called monſieur Zuliger, joining us in one 
commiſſion, - When we had given account of our ſaid 
commiſſion, my companion told the emperor, that I 
had a particular with his majeſty, and ſo -retired 
himſelf, leaving me alone in the chamber: where I 
preſented, a letter to him, written with the elector's own 
hand in Dutch, fignifying that I was the Scotſman 
whom he. promiſed to ſend unto him. After he had 
read the writing, he did ſhew me the part wherein the 
elector aſſured him that I would ſhew him the truth of 
all ſuch things as I knew, which he would aſk of me, 
ſaying, you are much obliged to the elector er- = 
for he hath given me a very good character of you. I 
pray you, ſays he, tell me how long you have been in 
his company. I ſaid, more than three years. He en- 
quired why I did not anſwer in Dutch. I anſwered, 
becauſe I had the French more familiar, and knew that 
no language could come wrong to his majeſty, For he 
could very promptly ſpeak good Latin, Italian, Spa- 
niſh, Sclavonian, and French. Then he enquired a- 
gain in French, how I came to the elector Palatine, 1 


told * being brought up at tlie: conc Pan 
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difference in. religion, and partly from other particular, 
whence proceeded a general diſlike, at the court, of al 
Scotſmen at that time in France, ſome being upon 
ſuſpicion impriſoned, others looked down upon; the 
conſideration vhereof haſtened my proſecuting a for- 
mer intention I had deliberated upon, of viſiting other 
countries: that being minded to begin at Dutchland, 
the conſtable of France had by his letter addreſſed me 
to the elector palatine. He enquired how long I had 
remained with the conſtable. I anſwered, nine years, 
He ſaid, I was happy, who had been ſo Jong: in com- 
pany with two of the wiſeſt men in Europe, and was 
 pleafed to ſay, that he was glad of the occaſion of be- 
ing acquainted with me. He began more particularly | 
to ſhew unto me the cauſe why he defired to ſpeak 
with me, enquiring concerning the eſtate of Scotland, 
of the late troubles with France, of the agreement new 
made, what great men had the greateſt intereſt, and al 
the noblemens names who had aſſiſted both parties. 
He proceeded to enquire farther,what help England had 
made unto Scotland during the mack with France ; 
if they were bandied together; if their friendſhip con- 
tinued; and of the queen's title to England; if the 
nobility of Scotland would concur to advance her to 
che crown of England; if they would think it the in- 
zereſt of Scotland to have the two kingdoms joined in 
one, ſeeing it was to be ſuppoſed, that the queen or 
3 would certainly chuſe to dwell in the beſt coun- 
try, and thereby would be further from them. Theſe 
and ſeveral other t ings he enquired, and I anſwered 
nus I thought moſt pertinent. When he had heard my re- 
turns, he was pleaſed to ſay, it was not the leaſt good office 
that my lord elector had done him, in ſending me to 
him, and gave me thanks that I had been at the pains 
to come. If Charles my brother, ſays he, were ſo 
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mall have more credit with him than you. He 
deſired me to abide with him ſome time, that he 
might diſcourſe with me at more length. So I tarried 
with him twenty days with very favourable entertain 
ment; and diſcourſing with me ſeveral times, he put 
me in hope that his brother Charles would be 
at home: and gave me an account of ſuch news as 
came to him from all countries. It was he who firft 
told me of the death of the duke of Guiſe, killed by 
Poltrot at the ſiege of Orleans. He appeared to be 
very glad at the death of that gallant warrior, though 
nn, III Wage 
him. By frequent conference with him, I ſuſpeted 
that he wonld be an enemy to the marriage of his bro- 
ther with our queen: but, to get ſome further trial 


thereof, I requeſted my companion, monſieur Zuliger, 


to drink himſelf merry with ſome of his ſecretaries, 
and then to caſt in the purpoſe of the marriage of our 
queen with duke Charles, whether or no it was deſired 
or reliſned by the emperor, The ſaid ſecretary ſhewed 
him plainly, that he was againſt any ſuch preferment 
to his brother, whereby he might become king both 
of Scotland and England, by reaſon of an' effay that 
the emperor Charles V. had made once, to divide his 
dominions among the threeſons of Ferdinand his bro 
cher, failing heirs of king Philip his ſon, who then 
had but one ſon, don Carlo, fickly, and of a tender 
weak complexion; whom he afterwards himſelf killed 
ſecretly in priſon, ſuſpecting him to be of the reformed = 
religion, and to keep intelligence with the princes of 
Flanders who profeſſed the fame. And Maximilian 
hoped'ro fainted to the whale, Giliog heirs'efake Gul 
king Philip, as having married the {aid Philip's ſiſter, 
and having by her-many children of his own, whom 
he rather defired to be preferred than his own' brother, 
For in caſe the archduke Charles had been made king 


of Scotland and England, he thought thereby he 
would have the fitter occafion. of - uſurping che 
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Low: Countries, upon the pretext of ſome old right. 
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Having underſtood this. I would wait no longer, 
Fane preſſed daily for my diſpatch, that J might return 


to my lord elector: and the emperor again uſed great 


intreaties to oblige me to ſtay with him, promiſing to 
advance me if I would enter into his ſervice; but find- 
ing no inclination in me to comply with his deſire 
tdterein, he at length willed me to ſtay with him but 
half a year. But I hunibly excuſed myſelf, pretending 


that I behoved to be ſhortly in Scotland; which mov- 


ed him the more earneſtly to deſire me to ſtay with 


him: which becauſe I would not grant to do, I found 
he was diſcontent... One night late - after ſupper he 
parted in a boat towards the town of Lintz, and ſent 
his ſecretary unto me, excuſing himſelf that he did not 
meet with me beſore parting, ſeeing an urgent occa- 
ſion called for his ſpeedy departure: and ſeeing I was 


to return to Scotland, he had written a letter to the 


queen in my favour, which the ſecretary delivered un- 
to me. I told the ſecretary that Thad not yet ſeen Ita- 
ly, and that I was purpoſed firſt to viſit Rome, Venice, 
Florence, and the moſt remarkable cities there, ere 1 
returned to Scotland: upon which account, at firſt I 
refuſed the ſaid letter; but he anſwered there was no 
danger how long it was undelivered, ſeeing there was 
—— therein contained but what concerned . 
ſelf. 

The 1 town of ü being che nebreſt port of 
Germany to Venice, I agreed with monſieur Zuliger 


to return toward my lord elector, and thence I took my 


journey towards Venice and Rome; and came back 
through all the faireſt cities of Italy, and through Swit- 
⁊er land to ale, where the peace: clector kept 


his court. 


T have have decleted how that the duke of Guiſe | 
Was ſlain by Poltrot at the ſiege of Orleans. It was af- 
ter the battle of Dreux, in the which both the chif- 


tains were taken; the prince of Conde for thoſe of the 
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religion, an and the conſtable Hor the king. The queen- 
mother incontinently made the peace, far againſt the 
mind of madam de Guiſe, who-earneſtly requeſted her 
not to make the peace ſo ſuddenly, leſt it ir honld be 
thought that the duke of G uiſe had only had hand i in 
the wars. But nevertheleſs the queen-mother went 
ſorward with the peace, changing the prince of Conde 
for the conſtable, making them both good inſtruments | 
of the agreement. 
The peace being made, the queen- mother began to 
think upon a wife for her ſon king Charles. For that 
effect, ſhe ſent unto the prince palatine a ſecretary call- 
| ed monſieut Wyllot, ſhewing unto him that the king 
her ſon was very deſirous to marry Maximilian's eldeſt 
daughter; intreating him as a truſty friend to propoſe 
the matter as of his own head, as a ſteadable alliance, 
conducing for the weal of the empire, and to ſend her 
the picture of the princeſs, which ſhe thought fit to be 
done upon ſome conſiderations, before ſhe would pro- 
ceed more publicly. Which affair he went about moſt . 
diligently, and he was pleaſed to ſend me with the an- 
ſwer and picture, with a congratulation of the late 
made peace. 4 
At my coming to the court of France, which was 
at Paris the time, the conſtable would needs be my 
convoy to the young king and queen-mother, who had 
a miſliking of the ſaid conſtable for the time, becauſe 
he had brought in the admiral to Paris againſther will, 
who was accuſed to have promiſed reward unto the. 
foreſaid Poltrot, to kill the duke of Guiſe. The admi- 
ral again defired to come before the privy council to 
purge himſelf, offering to undergo his trial. But-the 
queen-mother defired not theſe animoſities among the 
great men to be removed, but rather wiſhed that their 
hatred might continue, and their contentions increaſe, 
as having laid her plot to ſecure her own greatneſs by 
the means of their ſtrife, as was after manifectly ſeen. 
For, during their diviſions, the duke of Guiſe, king of 


de St. Andre, with the moſt notable great men of 


France, were all ſlain. And becauſe the ſaid admital 
eſcaped during the wars, the peace was made for the 
third time; and under the covert of marriage of the 


young king of Navarre, who was afterward king of 


France, the ſaid admiral was -barbaroufly ' murdered, 
with all that remained of the worthieſt noblemen and 
captains of France. But to return to the purpole ; 
the conſtable and admiral were at court at that time 


againſt the queen-mother's will, where the admiral wa 


declared innocent of the duke of Guiſe's flaughter, 

And at that time the conſtable determined to abide at 
court, and to maintain himſelf in his office of great 
maſter, by the authority of his great office of the con- 
ſtabulary, aſſiſted by the force of his friends: for he 
Jufficiently underſtood the queen-mother's Italian 


tricks. Therefore, to win credit, he preſented me to 


the young king, and ſat down upon a ſtool by him 
and the queen his mother, and held his bonnet upon 
his head, taking upon him the full authority of his 
great office, to the queen-mother's great diſcontent; 
whereat ſhe was ſo impatient, that ſhe turned away her 
face when I was declaring-my commiſſion. After the 
delivery of my letters of credence tothe kiggyand her, 


which the king was very glad to hear, being thereby 


put-in hope that the marriage would take effe& ; he 
was ſo deſirous to fee the picture of that young prin- 
ceſs, that he cut the thread himſelf that bound on the 
VWax- cloth about the ſaid picture. In the mean time 
I retired me forth of the chamber; and was earneſtly 
ſought after the reſt of the day, but could not be found, 
until the conſtable and admiral came to their chamber 
at even; who enquiring of me the cauſe of my retir- 
ing, I remembered the conſtable, in what a rage the 
queen-mother was when I delivered my commiſſion; 
and that I found myſelf obliged in honour to ftandupon 


the reputation of my maſter, who was a free prince. 
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Wheneupon they appeared well ſativfied, approving, 


what I had done; but withal they told me, that they 
were the cauſe of that bad humour the queen- mother 
bad been in, and that' ſhe had made a proclamation, 
that all' ambaſſidors ſhould - addreſs themſelves to 
the king, and her as regent. Therefore they adviſed 


me to go the next day to ſee her at dinner, aſſuring _ 


me that ſhe would not fail to call for me, and enquire 
the cauſe of my abſenting, before I had told out my 
| commiſſion; and he bateucted me what I ſhould ſay 
in anfwer, 80 ſoon as her majeſty perceived me, 
ſhe deſired me to ſtay till ſhe had dined, telling 
me that ſhe would ſend for her ſon the king to 
come to her chamber, to hear out thereſt of my com- | 
miſſion. 

The king being come, the chamber was voided; | 
and her majeſty firſt enquired why I told not out the 
reſt of my commiſſion the day before? I anſwered, as 
Thad been inſtructed, how that it appeared to me for 
the time, ſhe deſired not ſo many auditors, and that F 
ſtayed upon her better opportunity; which anſwer ſhe 
appeared much to reliſh, deſiring me when at any 0- 
ther time I ſhould be ſent again, to addreſs myſelf 
only to the king, and to her, and to no other. I an- 
ſwered, * among all the king's ſervants I was beſt 
acquaint& with the conſtable, and therefore had made 
him my convoy to both their majeſties. No, fays ſhe, 
I find no fault that you addreſſed yourſelf to him; yet 
L knew ſhe entertained a mortal hatred againſt him, 
do after J had ended the declaration of my whole com- 
miſſion, firſt concerning the eongratulation of the peace, 
and then made excuſes in name of the conf&erate 
princes of the empire, for ſending help to the prince 
of Conde during the wars for religion, with a requeſt 
to keep the ſaid peace inviolate, and to make ſuch 
laws of oblivion, as were wont to be done among the 
Greeks-and Romans; after ſueh civil diſſentions: and 
then I gave a full account, how my lord alecior had”. 


All the time that I ſpoke, ſhe remembered the King to 
take good notice, ſaying, he was much obliged to that 
good prince, that took ſuch pains for his marriage; and 
the weal of his kingdom. Then ſhedrew me aſide, enter- 
ing into a particular diſcourſe with me, telling me that 
ſhe hoped. I would not make too long ſtay i in Dutch- 
land, = reſolve to ſpend ſome of my time in the court 
of France, ſeeing it was there I had been brought up. 
For albeit, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ſeveral who could ſpeak 
Dutch, yet there was none about her, who were ſo fa- 
miliar with the princes of the empire as I was, or had 
ſuch favour and credit, as ſhe underſtood I had, to do 
the king and her ſervice. Therefore ſhe offered: to 
make me a gentleman of the king's chamber, to pro- 
vide me with an honourable penſion, to advance me to 
offices and honours, as if I had been a Frenchman 


born; and that ſhe would employ me not only to Ger- 


many, but alſo to England and Flanders. I gave her 
majeſty many thanks, taking her offer to my conſide- 
ration. In the mean time that I was waiting upon my 
diſpatch, the admiral's death was conſpired by the bro- 
ther and friends of the duke of Guiſe, to be executed 
by captain Charry, in great favour with the queen- 
mother, as chief captain of her guard, cg manding 
600 hacbutiers Gaſcons. The ſaid enterpff 
| diſcovered to the conſtable by the old dutcheſs of Fer- 
rara, daughter to king Louis XI. mother to the widow 
dutcheſs of Guiſe: the conſtable went to his houſe, 


four leagues from Paris; and the next day after, the 


faid captain Charry was ſlain upon the ſtreets of Paris, 


by monſieur Chattelier the admiral's friend; which put 
the queen and all the court into a fear and firm opi- 


nion that the deed. was done by the conſtable's and 


admiral's direction. But the admiral purged himſelf ; 
the conſtable was ſent for, and many requeſts, made to 


him to ſettle and ls OS i in the court and 


| city. 1 2 
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While I was yet at Paris undiſpatched, I received 
letters from the earl of Murray and Lidington at the 
"_ command, calling me home to be employed in 
her majeſty's ſervice, in ſome of her affairs of conſe- 

| quence ; which I preſuppoſed to be concerning her 
| marriage. Wherenpon I determined to obey. my 
queen's commands, and immediately after my return 
to Germany, to prepare for a journey to Scotland; 
though this reſolution of mine was far contrary to the 
mind of the conſtable, admiral, and prince Palatine. 
But his ſon duke Caſimir took occaſion to deſire me to 
_ preſent his picture to queen Elizabeth. I have ſaid al- 
ready that he was very diſſatisfied, becauſe I refuſed to 
go to England to propoſe marriage for him to the 
queen, he having been encouraged thereto by the vi- 
dame of Chartres, lately come hither from the court 
of England, who thought himſelf ſo familiar with that 
queen, that he ſent an Italian gentleman of his, to 
propoſe that marriage, as he alleged, at the inſtance of 
the elector palatine, to whom the queen gave a general 
anſwer, deſiring the young prince to come into Eng- 
land, either openly, or privately diſguiſed, and declar- 


ing that ſhe would never marry man till ſhe might firſt 


ſee him. Notwithſtanding hereof I ſtill diſſuaded his 
father from ſending him, alleging that he would be 
very chargeable to him, and that he would reap no- 
thing but ſcorn in recompence. Whereat the young 
prince was ſo moved that he left the court for three 
days. But the good prince his father ſent for him, 
threatening to diſcountenance him if be became not 
my friend. Whereupon we agreed, that at this time 
I ſhould carry with me his picture, and preſent it to 

the queen of England in my return to Scotland, ſee- 

ing J was fo averſe from his going thither in perſon: 
Which I was ſatisfied to do, providing that I might 
alſo carry along with me the picture of his father and 
mother, and of all the reſt of his brothers and fiſters, 
| together with a familiar letter from the eleQor, where; 
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86 THE MEMOIRS OP 
by I might have the more eaſy acceſs, and fitter op- 
portunity to bring in the purpoſe of the pictures, as 
by accident, hoping that ſhe would deſire to ſee them, 
eſpecially. the picture of the ſaid young duke. 

So having obtained my deſire, I parted from Heidel- 
berg, where the elector held his court for the time, 
who gave me a commiſſion to the queen of England; 
to wit, an anſwer to her demanded alliance, offenſive 
and defenſive, with the proteſtant princes of Germany, 
which formerly had been but obſcurely anſwered unto 
her ambaſſador Sir Henry Knowles, at the dyet impe- 
rial holden at Francfort in the year 1562; excuſing 


- himſelf, and the reſt of the princes his confederates, 


who had but lately choſen Maximilian to be king of 
the Romans, and coadjutor to the emperor his father, 
ſeeing he had promiſed unto them to declare himſelf 
openly a proteſtant, ſo ſoon as he durſt, after the de- 
ceaſe of his old ſather Ferdinand: and i in the mean 
time had their promiſe to keep correſpondence with 
him, and to make no league with any foreign prince 
without his conſent and knowlege. And that if they 
had done otherwiſe he might perchance have taken 
occaſion thereupon, to lay the blame upon them in 
caſe he did not as he had promiſed. For they began 
to fear and doubt of his upright meaning in reference 
to religion, and yet thought not fit upon their part to 
give him any ground to lay the blame upon them. 
But in caſe he kept not his promiſe after the deceaſe of 
Ferdinand, they ſhould then preſently make ſuch alli- 
ance with her as ſhe had required, which they durſt 
not for the time diſcover unto her ambaſſador, requeſt- 
ing her majeſty to keep this ſecret to herſelf, 

She appeared ſatisfied with this excuſe, promiſing to 
diſcover it to none of her council; but ſhe lamented, 
that the princes of Germany were fo flow and tedious 
in all their deliberations, Whereupon I began to 
praiſe them for their truth, conſt:ncy, religion, ar- 
dour and quick execution, after 4 bad e 


s * 
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any weighty matter. But I ſet out moſt ſpecially the 
elector palatine's 3 his treating of ſtrangers, 
upholding of univerſities, and how he was the mouth 

of his confederates to deal with all other neighbour 
princes. She anſwered, that I had reaſon to ſpeak ſo 
concerning him, for he had written very much in my 
| favour, regreting that the inclinations I had to ſerve 
my native queen had obliged me to leave him, though 
he would gladly have retained me with him a longer 
ſpace. I told her majeſty what a great trouble it was 
to me to reſolve to leave the ſervice of ſo worthy a 
prince, that no conſideration could have engaged me 
thereunto, other than that duty I owed to my ſove- 
reign, who had commanded me to attend her affairs. 
That for the better remembrance of him, I deſired to 
carry home with me his picture, and the pictures of all 
his ſons and daughters. So ſoon as ſhe heard me men- 
. tion the pictures, ſhe enquired if I had the picture of 
the duke Caſimir, deſiring to ſee it. And when I al- 
leged I had left the pictures in London, ſhe being 
then at Hampton-conrt, and that I was ready to go 
forward on my journey, ſhe ſaid J ſhould not part till 
ſhe had ſeen all the pictures. So the next day I deli- 
vered them all to her majeſty, and ſhe deſired to keep 
them all night, and ſhe called upon my lord Robert 
Dudley to be judge of duke Caſimir's picture, and ap- 
pointed me to meet her the next morning in her gar- 
den, where ſhe cauſed to deliver them all unto me, 
giving me thanks for the fight of them. I again offer- 
ed unto her majeſty all the pictures, fo ſhe would per- 
mit me to retain the elector's and his lady's; but ſhe 
would have none of them. I had alſo ſure infornia- - 
tion, that firſt and laſt ſhe deſpiſed the ſaid duke Caſi- 
mir. Therefore I did write back from London to his 
father and him in cypher, diſſuading them to meddle 
any more in that marriage; and received great thanks 
afterward from the ſaid young duke, who immediately 
married the: elector of Saxony's eldeſt daughter. Albeit 
H2 | 
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tis may appear ſomething from the purpoſe of the 


queen our ſovereign, yet it brings me home to her ma · 
jeſty with ſome propoſals of marriage to herſelf. For 
the queen of England entertained me very familiarly, 


ſhewing me the ſiſterly love that was betwixt her and 
the queen our ſovereign, how careful ſhe was of her 


welfare, how deſirous to ſee her well ſettled in her own 
country with her ſubjects, and alſo well married. That 
ſhe was reſolved to propoſe two perſons for fit huſbands 
unto her, waereby their amity might beſt ſtand and in- 
creaſe, hoping that ſhe 'would not marry without her 
advice, promiſing upon her faith to write to me ſo ſoon 
as I was arrived at Scotland, with her own hand, that 
I might be a good inſtrument to move the queen my 
' miſtreſs to accept either the one or the other. Now 


though ſhe forgot to write unto me about it, yet ſhe. 


ſent inſtructions to Mr. Randolph, to propoſe my lord 
Robert Dudley as a very meet huſband for our queen. 


I ſuppoſed that my lord Robert, afterward earl of Lei- 
 ceſter, had diſſuaded her from employing me in that 


matter, ſeeing Mr. Rando] Iph was there andy, dr 
majeſty's agent, 

Now the queen my. N to FRE promiſe and 
correſpondence with the queen of England, had ſent 
and advertiſed her of the propoſal made to her of a 


marriage with the archduke Charles, requiring her 


friendly advice and conſent therein. 
The queen of England anſwered her by her agent 
Mr. Thomas Randolph, as followeth; for after a little 


preface, he declares, and gives in by waking, this to ] 


be the queen his miſtreſs's mind : 


The queen my ſovereign (ſaid be) hath not on- 


& ly deeply adviſed about that propoſal of marriage 
« with your majeſty, but hath alſo thought it neceſ- 


ce fary by me to ſhew you what ſhe thinketh both 
« meet and unmeet to be conſidered, and ſeemingly 
* to her by way of friendſhip to declate, as a dear ſi - 
” ſter who intends your majelty's ** and as 
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a loving friend who is careful of your welfare. 

« Three ſpecial things her 1 thinks fit to be 
« —— in marriage. 

« Firſt, the mutual contentment hots both par- ä 
ties in reſped of their private perſonages, ſo that 
„their love each towards another may continue as 
& well before God as man. 
„ Secondly, that the perſon may be ſuch as your 
« majeſty, being a queen of a great realm and multi- 
« tude of people, may be ſure of an advantageous al- 
« liance, ſuch as cannot be prej judicial to your cour- | 
« try's intereſt, 
„ Thirdly, ſhe thinks fit that the atk be ſuch, 

© that the amity which is now ſo ſtrict betwixt the 
« queen's majeſty and your highneſs, not only for 
“your own perſons, but with both realms, may be 
© continued, and not diſſolved nor diminiſhed. Then 
“he declares at length, how that he doubts not but 
«© that her majeſty, who was once already married, 
* will know how conſiderately to ponder the match, 
« that it might be meet for herſelf and her ſubjects: 
© but as to what belonged unto the queen his ſove- 0 
= reign, it merited to be well conſidered. 

It is true that the ſeeking out a huſband to your 
« majeſty is honourable and expedient; a thing that 
“ her majeſty reliſheth much in your highneſs, albeit 
hitherto ſhe hath not found ſuch diſpofition in her- 
« ſelf, remitting her heart and mind in that wrecks to 
* be diretted by the Almighty God. | 

But this herein her majeſty conſidereth, awe to 
« ſeek ont ſuch a hufband, as is ſought for by your 
0 4 — in the emperor's Toy will certainly pro- 
* cure at laſt ſome miſunderſtanding, and give appa- | 

rent occaſion of diſſolving the concord that is now _ 
us — xt the two nations, and an interruption of 
© ſuch a courſe, as otherwiſe might be taken to fur- 
ther and advance fuch a title as your highneſs hath 
to ſucceed to * to the crown of Eng- 
„ | H 3 
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“ land, if ſhe ſhould depart withone iſe of ter 
1c body. 

8 e Then he aſeth ſome unſit pirfuabicas) and mo- 
ec naces, threatening that ſome in England were going 

& about with practices to ſet forward their pretended 
6 right, to her majeſty's prejudice; which ſhe, by her 
« diſcreet behaviour and conformity to his miſtreſs $ 
« pleaſure, might prevent; by moving her thereby, 
« not only to proceed in the inquiſition after your 
« majeſty's right, and with her power to further the 
4 ſame, but alſo to hinder that which app tobe to 
ce the contrary, 

„ And now, if your majeſty would know what kind 
4 of marriage would beſt content her and her realm; 
& ſuch a one as would breed no jealouſy nor trouble 
| betwixt your majeſties and your countries, as did 
* the marriage with the French king; but rather it 
« is to be wiſhed, / that there might be found out ſome 
« nobleman of great birth in England, who might be 
agreeable to you; with whom her majeſty would 
«& more readily and more eaſily declare, that ſhe in- 
<« clines that failing of children of her own body, you 
might ſucceed to her crown: otherwiſe I. do plainly 
tell you, that my ſovereign can promiſe wing in 
that matter tending to your ſatisfaction,” 
| Theſe were Mr. Randolph's firſt inſtructions and 
propoſitions unto the queen, concerning her marriage 
with the archduke Charles. But he had a ſecret com 
miſſion to my lord of Murray. and ſecretary Lidington, 
to propoſe my lord Robert Dudley; Ihe defired me 
_ alſo to ſet forward his marriage with the queen, = 
meeteſt of all other. 

By this kind of procedure it was apparent, that the 
queen of England did not reliſh this propoſal of mar- 
riage of the archduke Charles to our queen. She gave 
a farther and more clear demonſtration thereof a little 
after, by ſending the earl of Suſſex to the [emperor's 

court, R as indi · 
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realy to draw on the marriage of the archduke Charles 
with herſelf : and ſhe was put in hope that it wovld 
take effect. Yet this deſign was not ſo ſecretly managed, 
but our queen was thereof advertiſed, by ſome of der 
friends in England. And from hence aroſe inward 
griefs and grudg es between the two queens, which 
within a little time burſted forth, occaſion thereof be- 
ing given by the queen of England: for in a familiar 
letter to our queen, ſhe appeared therein to give her, 
as formerly, a friendly advice; which our queen 
no but double dealing, remembering as well her 
late diſſuading anſwer from the marriage of the arch- 
duke Charles, as her late practices in the emperor $ 
court. The queen of England's letter was written at 
the deſire of ſome of the houſe of Hamilton: for after 
that Mr. Randolph had ſpoken, as is above mentioned, 
againſt the marriage of the queen with the archduke 
Charles, and he alleged that ſome noblemen in Eng- 
land would be fitter matches for her; he proceeded ſo 
far with my lord of Murray and ſecretary Lidington, 
as to ſay, what would you think of my lord Robert 
Dudley for your queen? But finding ſmall account to 
de made of him, he advertiſed the queen his miſtreſs 
thereof. Whereupon liberty was granted to Matthew 
earl of Lenox, who dwelt then in England, to go to 
Scotland, as defirons to ſee the queen, and take courſe 
in ſome of his own affairs. Now his eldeſt fon, my 
lord Darnly, was a luſty young prince, and apparent- 
ly was one of the two that the queen of England had 
told me that ſhe had in her head to offer unto our 
queen, as born within the realm of England, But to 
return unto the letter written by the queen of Eng- 
land unto our queen: ſhe would: appear therein to 
de very careful for the queen her fiſter's quiet eſtate 
and government, deſiring her to take heed, that in 
ſhewing pleaſure to the earl of Lenox, ſhe did not diſ- 
pleaſe the houſe of Hamilton, ſeeing thereby trouble 
uud ſtrife might ariſe in her country. Sundry other 
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ſuch purpoſes ſhe had, which at ſome time would not 
| have been taken in ill part; but now all advices given 


by the queen of England were miſconſtructed, partly 


becauſe Of her being inſtrumental in hindering the mar- 


riage with prince Charles, and partly becauſe David 
Riccio, lately admitted to be her French ſecretary, was 
not very ſkilful in inditing French letters, which ſhe 
did write over again with her own hand. The anſwer 
then, that our queen did write unto the faid letter, de- 


clared ſome ſuſpicions and anger to have been taken; 


and theſe ſhe manifeſted in ſome harſh expreſſions, 
which were conſtructed by the queen of England as a 
violation of their former familiarity and fiſterly corref- 
pondence, which had been ever kept up ſince the 
queen's return out of France. Whereupon enſued fo 


great a coldneſs, that they left off for a conſiderable 


time from writing each to other, as they had formerly 
done weekly by poſt, So that the queen reſolved to 
ſend me to England, to renew their outward friend 
ſhip; for in their hearts from that time forth there was 
nothing but jealouſies and ſuſpicions. The queen my 


miſtreſs thought, that if their difcord continued, it 


would cut off all correſpondence between her and her 
friends in England: and that queen had no inclina - 


tion for war, but dy all means poſſible defired to ſhun 


trouble, or any occafion of expences, the king of 


Spain and ſhe being already entered into controverſy : 


for he judged her a 3 of the troubles in Flan- 
ders and the Low Countries 3 and not without reaſon. 


For ſhe thought herſelf abandoned by the king of 
Spain at the late peace at Cambray; and her chief 


counſellers thought it convenient for the intereſt of 


England, that factions ſhould be nouriſhed 1 in n . 


Flanders, Scotland and $ 

At my home-coming — 1 nn . 
majeſty at St. Johnſton, in the year of God 1564, the 
$th day of May, I was very favourably received by 
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8 and cardinal of Lorrain, n 
of Aumale, all in my favours. After that I had at 
length informed her that I found Maximilian was a- 
gainſt the marriage of his brother Charles; ſhe like- 
wiſe underſtanding the queen of England's part there-- 
in, as is above ſpecified, ſhe akogether laid aſide any. 
ſurther thoughts of the marriage with .the — 
Charles. And whereas ſhe had once reſolved to have 
ſent me to Germany, ſhe takes another reſolution, in- 
tending that I ſhould be ſent to England: though 1 
was not yet reſolved in ſettling myſelf in Scotland, ſee- 
ing ſmall probability of advantage, and greater appear- 
ance of troubles and diſorders, than I could ever ima- 
gine to find at myhome-coming: and I was ſomewhat 
Joath to loſe the occaſion and offers of great prefer- 
ment that had been made to me in France and other 
parts. But I found the queen my ſovereign ſo urgent, 
and of herſelf well inclined, and endowed with ſo ma- 
ny princely virtues, that 1 could not find in my heart 
to leave her, requiring ſo earneſtly my help and aſſiſt- 
ance, to draw the hearts of her ſubjects to her, which 
| were alienated upon account of difference in religion. 

I knew ſhe ſtood in need to gain friends, and that it 
was much her intereſt to keep correſpondence with the 
queen of England; fo that I reſolved rather to ſerve 
her my native queen for little profit, than any other 
prince in Europe for great advantage. I found her na- 
turally more liberal, than her revenues allowed her: 
for ſhe. not only ſettled upon me in penſions „ - 0 
merks yearly out of her revenues in France, but ſhe | 
alſo offered me her heritage of her lands in Aucher- 
muchtie; which I refuſed to accept, alleging 1 could 
better want it than ſhe: though another hearing of lo 
liberal an offer, a little after ſought and obtained it. 

Thus I was engaged to reſolve to wait upon her 
commands, and to lay aſide all hope of any other pre- 
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time T had no heritage but my ſervice. S0 within 2 


few weeks I was diſpatched to England, with theſe fol. | 


lowing inſtructions out of the queen's own mouth, to 
deal with the queen of England, with the Spaniſh am- 


baſſador, and with my lady Margaret Douglas, and 


with ſundry friends ſhe had in En gland of different 
opinions. The general inſtructions were written with 
the ſecretary Lidington's own hand, ne by her 
majeſty, as follows: ˖ 


Inſtructions to our fimiliar ſervitor Taxrs 
MELVIIL, preſently directed to our dear. 


eſt ſiſter the queen of England. Given 


at Edinburgh, the 28th of September, 
1564- 
« TN the firſt, after that you have preſented our 


1 letters nr our commendations in moſt hearty 
manner, you ſhall declare unto our good ſiſter, that 
having been vpon my progreſs towards the north- 


“ moſt parts of our realm this two months, during 


& which time we have had neither letter nor other ad- 
_E..vexti! ement from onr good ſiſter: therefore, for 
“ continuation of the mutual intelligence betwixt us, 
& by all good offices of amity, we reſolved to direct 


“ you towards her, to viſit her on our behalf, to in- 


< form her of our health and ena eſtate, that at you 


64. unto us, ſne being the oaks eme to whom, 
Zement rem yg wk. and. (oops: | 


„ 

Item, That ho letiers of my 1 A Robert.to Li- 
* dingtn, as alſo of her ſecretary. to our brother 
* Murray and to Lidington, we have perceived that 


L our {aid good ſiſter finds ſome fault with our letters 
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8 nos matter, as if we had taken her motion chere · 7M 
& in in evil part. Ve poo man ary that our letters. 
e have been ſo inter -. for of a truth we had no 
other meaning of ber in that matter, than that her 
« advertiſement came from a friendly mind, and was 
© both worthy of thanks, and to be anſwered with 

© the like good-will, as we believe we did in our let- 

« ter, albeit we remember not preſently the very 
« yords or ſubſtance thereof. For we uſe not to re- * "2 
“ ſerve any copy of our familiar letters written with 1 
«© our own hand, whereof we now repent becauſe f | 
« that letter: for if we had any copy thereof, we might 

«© now clear ourſelves of that doubt, viz. what words 

« therein could give her ground of offence, There- 
fore you ſhall pray her in our name, to let you ſee 

« in that letter what words they are which have of- 

«© fended her; that you thereupon declaring my 

* meaning, may put her out of any ſuch ſuſpicion. 
&« It is true, at the receipt of the letter, we were ſome- _ 
hat offended, and judged we had good cauſe, ſee- 
ing it. appeared that our nobility were grieved with 

« our licence granted to the earl of Lenox, that his 
coming was like to diſturb the peace and quiet of 
« our realm.. Our brother and Lidington ſhew unto 
us, that they perceived by their ſecretaries letters, 

&« that they were alſo thought partakers in this matter; 
and that they miſtaking alſo his coming, deſired the 

« ſtay thereof to be procured by theſe indecent means: 
though they proteſted the contrary unto us, and in- 

* deed we have 7856 proof of their ſidelity toward us, 
than that we can ſuſpect any ſuch. double dealing 
* from their hands, they — ſo far obliged to us, 
and ſo much intruſted by us. We thought our- 
« ſelves little indebted to that perſon, whoſocyer he 

©* was, that made ſuch report of our ſubjects, that they 
* would make known their nen, to any; er 
hs they ourſelves... $4 Hows» 5 
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WO * — ccſ 
— „ us to write the more freely, and that we were not 
* « curious to cover our paſſions, writing to her with 
„ hom we eſteemed ourſelves ſo familiar, that we had 
4 ground to believe ſhe-would take all in good part 
"0: that proceeded from us, eſpecially what was no ways 
< deſigned for her offence. Therefore you ſhall pray 
« her to put away all fuch opinions, if ſhe have con- 
4 ceived any: and if there be any word in our letter 
« having two ſenſes, ſo that any one may be miſcon- 
cc ſtrued, and ſo give to her occaſion of offence; in- 
* treat that ſhe will rather interpret the ſame to the 
c“ gentleſt ſignification, and not take it in the worlt 
« ſenſe. And then I doubt not but the whole letter 
cc ſhell appear to her as it was by us conceived and 
« directed, that is, from one dear friend to another. 
3 IWehave firiher hereupbm aparte bur tnünd ts 
445 erer e e e e ee eee 
requires. 
* You bmydeſhe ber te ee you an aſe con- 
ce form to the ſubſtance of Lidington's letters, written 
4 to my lord Robert and Mr. Cecil; eſpecially con- 
4 cerning the drawing on another meeting of men of 
4 credit, folly inſtructed with both our minds, and to 
« eal fo plainly and frankly avall 3 
60 an end. 
5 1.0 4 You malt alſo inform yourſelf diligently concern 
© ing the proceedings and intentions of this preſent 
e of all ſuch as can give you any know- 
e lege therein; for what cauſe it is called; what is to 
< be treated in it; how long it will ſit. Endeavour 
8 to inform yourſelf, if any thing touching us will be 
e therein handled. Vou may ſay to that queen, as 
out of your own head, that your miſtreſs expects 
4 that ſhe will ſuffer nothing to be treated therein that 
% may directly or indirectly tend to our prejudice, we 
“ not being by her fore warned thereof. She knows, 
< that as VR" 2 nom e have 
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r me 


« 


only advice; and followed the 


pended upon 
4 ſame in all points. And ſeeing the ſpecial matter 


© moved in the beginning of the laſt parliament was 


4 the eſtabliſhing of the ſucceſſion, and that it was pro- 


e bable that the ſubjects would yet be earneſt to be at 

« a certainty in that point: and if ſhe omits ſo good 
« an occaſion of doing ſomething for us, whereby the 
« world may underſtand that ſhe uſeth us, and eſteems. 
« us, as her next couſin and only fiſter, the world will. 
«. think that her amity is not ſo great, as we take it 
& to be. And ſuch as envy our familiarity, and would 
have it broken, will hence take occaſion to ſpeak, | 


Tas "WEN our WN is rather 1 in words than deeds. 


MARIE Ke 


Being acthied: at London, 1 lodged near the court 
which was at Weſtminſter. My hoſt immediately gave 
advertiſement of my coming ; and that ſame night her 
majeſty ſent Mr. Hatton, afterward governor of the iſle. 
of Wight, in her name to welcome me, and to ſhew: 


me, that the next morning ſhe would give me audience 


in her garden at eight of the clock. She had been ad- 
vertiſed by the earl of Bedford governor of Berwick, 
that I was upon the way. That ſame night I was 
viſited by Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, one of my old 
and deareſt friends by long acquaintance; firſt, during 
his baniſhment- in France, in the reign of queen Mary; 


and afterward while he was ambaſſador” in France for 


this queen, where I was for the time penſioner to king 
Henry II. and ſervant to the conſtable. This Sir Ni- 
cholas was my dear friend, and had procured a penſion 
for me from his miſtreſs, to help to entertain me on 
my travels, when I had willingly baniſhed myſelf the 
court of France, ſo long as there were civil wars be- 


: tween France and Scotland. He was a devout friend 


to the queen my miſtreſs,” and to her right and title to 


the ſacceſſ:on to the crown of England, From him I 
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familiarity. to have been given up: which had ma 


particular: r 


up the firſt friendſhip betwixt the two queens; and be- 
twixt the earl of Murray and lord Robert; and between 
two ſecretaries. Albeit he had no greek kindneſs = 


either for my lord Robert or ſecretary Cecil, yet he 
knew that nothing could be done without them. A- 


mong other counſels, he gave me advice to. uſe great 
familiarity with the ambaſſador of Spain, in caſe I 


Found the queen his miſtreſs hard to. be dealt with; 


alleging that it would be a great ſpur to move. the 


queen of England, to give our queen. greater, and 
more ſpeedy cqutentment in her deſire, than yet ſhe 


had done. 


The next morning Mr. Hatton, and: Mr. Randolph - 
late agent for the queen of England and Scotland, came 
to my lodging, to convoy me to her majeſty, who was, 
as they ſaid, already in the garden. With them came 
a ſervant of my lord Robert's, with a hoxſe and foot - 


8 mantle of velvet laced with gold ſor me to ride upon. 
Which ſervant, with the ſaid horſe, waited upon me 


all the time that I remained there. I found her ma- 
jeſty walking in an alley. And after. had kiſſed her 
hand, and preſented my letter of eredence, J told her 
majeſty in French the effect of my commiſſion, as near 
to the aforeſaid inſtructions as I could; and eee 
being interrupted by her demands, I anſwered as 1 
pertinent. The reaſon why I ſpoke 8 = 


Was, that being but lately come home, I could. not 


ſpeak my own language fo promptly. as was requilite, 
Her firſt demand was concerning the letter that the 
queen had written to her with ſuch. deſpiteful. lan- 


guage, that ſhe thenee conjectured all friendſhip-and, 


her reſolve never to -write any more, but another a8; 


| — which ſhe i Ems 


: me M tad 2 — troy So 
 becaiiſe the thought it too gentle, till fte had Witten 
| 7 
. For my part, I appeared to find dach hard 
upon the queen's bing and 
I told her majeſty, that 
my miſtreſs could not call to mind, what words the 
were Which had given herfuch offence. Whereupon 
brought forth the queen's letter, giving it me to read. 

' Which when I had perufed, 1 ſaid I could find therein 
no offenſive word, when I confidered the familiarity had 
formerly been betwixt them: alleging, that albeit her 
majeſty could ſpeak as * French as any who had not 
been out of the country, that yet ſhe was out of uſe of 
the French court language, which was frank and ſhort, 
and had frequently two ſighifications, which familiar 
friends took always in the beſt part: intreating her ma- 
jelty to tear the angry letter, which ſhe thought to have 
ſent in anſwer. And in revenge of the queen's, I pro- 
teſted that I ſhould never let her majeſty know that her 

true plain meaning had been ſo miſconſtrued. Having 
toſſed ſome words upon this matter, ſhe being defirons 
of an honeſt colour or pretext, ſhe appeared the more 
readily ſatisfied in that point. For the fear ſhe had, that 
friendfhip and correſpendence ſhonld altogether break 
off, our queen being the firſt ſeeker to renew and con- 
tinue the ſame, by ſending me thither, thereby evidenc- 
ing that ſhe did not ſtand upon ceremonies with her el- 
der ſiſter, in my preſence then ſhe did rent her angry 
letter, with promiſe of ſuch friendly and frank dealing 
in times coming, as all her good ſiſter's dealings and 
proceedings ſhould be interpreted to the beſt, 
Thus the old friendſhip being renewed, ſhe enquired 

If the queen had ſent any anſwer to the propoſition of 
marriage made to her by Mr. Randolph. I anſwered, 
baker bay Ira e that my miſtreſs thought little 

9 but expected the meeting of ſome 
I 2 
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ny" nmr gut? dba as ſhould 
be judged to concern the quiet of both the countries, 
and ſatisfaction of both their majeſties minds. For ſee- 
ing your majeſty cannot ſo ſoon find the opportunity of 
meeting betwixt yourſelves, ſo much deſired, which in 
itſelf -is not ſo expedient until all other jealotiies be 
firſt removed, and all former doubts cleared by your 
molt truſty and familiar counſellors, the queen my mi- 
| Rireſs, as 1 have ſaid, is minded to ſend for her part my 
lord of Murray, and the ſecretary Lidington, and ex- 
pects that your majeſty will ſend my lord of Bedford 
.and my lord Robert Dudley. She anſwered,it appeared 
_ © © that I made but ſmall account of my lord Robert, ſeeing. 
that I named the earl of Bedford before him; but ſaid 
that ere long ſhe would make him a far greater earl, and 
that I ſhould ſee it done before my returning home. For 
ſhe eſteemed him as her brother and beſt friend, whom 
ſhe would have herſelf married, had ſhe ever minded to 
have taken a huſband. But bring determined to end her 
|  Ife in virginity, ſhe wiſhed that the queen her ſiſter 
might marry him, as meeteſt of all other with whom 
ſhe could find in her heart to declare her ſecond perſon. 
For being matched with him, it would beſt remove out 
of her mind all fears and ſuſpicions, to be offended by 
any uſurpation before her death. Being aſſured that he 
was ſo loving and truſty, that he would never permit 
any ſuch thing to be attempted during her time. And 
44 -that thequeen my miſtreſs might have the higher eſteem 
of him, I was required to ſtay till I ſhovld ſee him 
made ag of Leiceſter, and baron of Denbigh ; which 
was done at Weſtminſter with great olemniry the 
queen herſelf helping to put on his ceremonial 
he ſitting upon his knees before her with a gent gra- 
vity. But ſhe could not refrain from putting her hand 
in bis neck, ſmilingly tickling him, the Frenc H awbaſ- 
ſador and I ſtanding by. Then ſhe turned, alle 
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| me, how 1 liked him? Tuntvered, hi as Soon 
worthy ſervant, ſo he was happy who had a princeſs 


who could diſcern and reward good fervice. Vet, 


ſays ſhe, you like better of yonder young lad, point- 


ing towards my lord Darnly, who, as neareſt prince of 


the blood, did bear the ſword of honour that day be- 


fore her. My anſwer was, that no woman of ſpirit 


* would make choice of ſuch a man, who more reſembled 
a woman than a man, For he was handſome, beard- 
leſs and lady-faced. And I had no will that ſhe ſhould 


think that I liked him, or had any eye or dealing that 
way: Albeit I had a ſecret charge to deal with my 


lady Lenox, to endeavour to procure liberty for him 
to go to Scotland (where his father was already) un- 


der the pretext of ſeeing the country, and conveying 
the earl his father back again to England, Now 1 


found the queen of England was determined to treat 


with my ſovereign, firſt concerning her marriage 
with the earl of Leiceſter, and for that effect ſhe pro- 
miſed to ſend commiſſioners unto the borders. In the 


mean time I was very favourably and familiarly uſed. 


For during nine days that I remained at the court, it 


pleaſed her majeſty to confer with me every day, and 
| ſometimes thrice in a day, in the morning, after din» 


ner, and after ſupper. Sometimes ſhe would ſay, that 


ſeeing ſhe could not meet with the queen her good ſi- 


ſter to confer with her familiarly, that ſhe was reſolved 


to open a good part of her inward mind to me, that I 
might ſhew-it again unto the queen. She told me ſhe 


was not ſo much offended with the queen's angry let- 


ter, as that ſhe ſeemed fo far to diſdain the marriage 


of my lord of Leiceſter, which ſhe had cauſed Mr. Ran- 


dolph to propoſe to her. I anſwered, that it was pro- 


bable he. had let fall ſomething thereof to my lord of 


Murray and Lidington, but that he had never pro- 


poſed the matter directly to herſelf, and that as well 


1 choſe who were her moſt familiar coon- 
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lays and * 0 time concerning' the declari | 
her to be ſecond perſon, which would be | Yuan 7 | 
at the meeting of the commiſſioners above ſpecified, 
She replied, that the trial and declaration thereof 
would be haſted forward according to the queen's good 
behaviour, and applying herſelf to follow her pleaſure 
and advice in her marriage. And ſeeing the matter 
concerning the ſaid declaration was ſo weighty, and 
of ſo much import, ſhe had ordered ſome of the beſt 
lawyers in England, diligently to ſearch out who had 
the beſt right; and ſhe heartily wiſhed it might be 
found to be her dear ſiſter, rather than any other, 1] 
faid, I was very confident that her majeſty was inge · 
nuous in that declaration, and that my miſtreſs ex- 
pected no other at her hand: but I lamented, that e- 
ven the wiſeſt princes did not ſufficiently pry into the 
hidden deſigns of their familiar counſellors and ſer- 
vants, except it were ſuch an honourable and -rare 
prince as Henry VIII. her mijeſty's father of happy 
memory, who of his own head was determined to de- 
clare his fiſter's fon, King James V. heir; apparent to 
the crown of England, failing heirs to be gotten of his 
own body, while her majeſty was not yet born, but 
only her fiſter queen Mary, and that for the earneſt 
dleſire he had to unite this whole iſtand. She ſaid ſhe 
was glad he did it not, I ſaid, that then he had but 
one daugbter, and expected no more children, and 
yet he had not ſo many ſuſpicions in his head as your 
majeſty hath, though you are certainly convinced you 
will never have any children, ſeeing your majeſty de- 
elares yourſelf refolved to die a virgin. Yes, ſays ſhe, 
I ani refolved never to marry, if I be not thereto ne · 
. edflitated by the queen my ſiſter's harſh behaviour to · 
ward me. I know the truth of that, madam, faid I; 
you need not tell it me, Your majeſty thinks, if you 
were married, you would be but queen of England; 
and now you wo both n 1 3 


nn aaa. 14-705 that the 
a great deſire to ſee her. And becauſe their ſo 

and by her, defired meeting could not be fo baſtily 
n — eh 
Sde took me to her bed- 


versijalapicturet wrapped within paper, aw their names 
written with her own hand upon the papers. Upon the 
frlt that ſhe took up was written, My lord's picture,” 
1 held the candle, and. preſſed 1 fe tha Fare 
named. She appeared loath to let me ſee it; yet my 
importunity prevailed for a ſight thereof, and found it 
to be the earl of Leiceſter s picture. I deſired that I 
might have it to carry home to my queen; which ſhe 
N that ſne had but that one picture oſ 
I aid, your majeſty hath here the original; for 
him at the fartheſt. part of the chamber, 
K Then ſhe took out the 
queen's picture, and kiſſed it; and I adventured to 
rr 
my miſtreſs. She ſhewed me alſo a fair ruby, as great 
as a tennis-ball. I deſired that ſhe would either ſend 
it, or my lord Leiceſter's picture, as a token unto the 
queen. She ſaid, if the queen would follow her coun- 
fel, that ſhe would in proceſs of time get all ſhe had ; 
that in the mean time ſhe was reſolved in a token to 
ſend her with me a fair diamond. It was at this time 
hate after ſupper; ſhe appointed me to be with her 
the next morning by eight of the clock, at which time 
the uſed to walk in her garden. She enquired ſeveral 
things of me relating to this kingdom, and other 
countries wherein I had travelled. She caufed me to 
dine with her dame of honour, my lady Strafford (an 
honourable and godly lady, who had been at Geneva 
| baniſhed during the reign of queen Mary) that 1 
hana be always near her, that ſhe might confer with 
I had formerly been acquainted with my lady 
Stafford, as ſhe paſſed through Frauce. I had good 
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intelligence from her and my lady Throgmorton. At 
divers meetings we had divers purpoſes. The queen 

| my miſtreſs had inſtructed me to leave matters of gra- 
vity ſometimes, and caſt in merry purpoſes, leſt o- 
therwiſe I ſhouid be wearied, ſhe being well informed 
of that queen's natural temper. Therefore, in declar- 
ing my obſervations of the cuſtoms. of Dutchllind, po. 
land and Italy, the buſkins of the women was not for- 
got, and what country weed I thought beſt 
gentlewomen. . The queen, ſaid ſhe, had cloaths of 

every ſort; which every day thereafter, ſo long as 1 

was there, ſhe changed. One day ſhe had the Engliſh 
weed, another the French, and another the Italian, 
and ſo forth. She aſked me which of them became her 
beſt. I anſwered, in my judgment, the Italian dreſs: 
which anſwer 1 found pleaſed her well; for ſhe de- 
lighted to ſhew her golden-colonred hair, wearing a 
caul and bonnet as they do in Italy. Her hair was 
more reddiſh than yellow, curled in appearance natu- 
rally. She deſired to know of me, what colour of hair 
was reputed beſt; and whether my queen's hair or 
her's was beſt-; and which of them two was faireſt, 
1 anſwered, the fairneſs of them 'both was not their 
worſt faults, But ſhe was earneſt with me to declare 
which of them I judged faireſt, I ſaid, the was the 
faireſt queen in England, and mine the faireſt queen in 
Scotland. Yet ſhe appeared earneſt. I anſwered, they 
were both the faireſt ladies in their countries; that 
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her majeſty was whiter, but my queen was very love- | | 

| ly: She enquired which of them was of higheſt ſtature. | 1 

ZY I T faid, my queen. Then, faith ſhe, ſhe is too high; 0 
„ myſelf am neither too high nor too low. Then : 

| ſhe aſked what kind of exerciſes ſhe uſed. I anſwered, -4 
that when I received my diſpatch, the queen was 2 

lately come from the highland hunting : thatwhen her | 

more ſerious affairs permitted, ſhe was taken up with . 

reading of hiſtories: that ſometimes ſhe recreated” her- R 


elf in playing upon the Jute and virginals. She aſk- | 


* 
wake * 8 


That ſame day after dinner my lord of Hunſdean 


drew me up to a-quiet gallery, that I might hear ſome 


muſic, (but he faid that he durſt not avow it) where 
I might hear the queen play upon the virginals. Af- 
ter I had hearkened a while, I took by the tapiſtry 
that hung before the door of the — and ſeeing 
her back was toward the door, I ente red 

chamber, 'and ſtood a pretty ſpace hearing her play 
excellently well. But ſhe left off immediately, ſo ſoon 


as the turned her about and ſaw me. She appeared to 


be ſurprized to ſee me, and came forward, ſeeming to 
ſtrike me with her hand; alleging ſhe uſed not to play 
before men, but when ſhe was ſolitary, to ſhun me- 


lancholy. She aſked how I came there. I anſwered, 


as I was walking with my lord of Hunſdean, as we 
paſſed by the chamber-door, I heard ſuch melody as 
raviſhed me, whereby I was drawn in ere I knew how; 


excuſing my fault of homelineſs, as being brought up 


in the court of France, where ſuch freedom was allow- 


ed; adeclaring myſelf willing to endure what kind of 


puniſhment her majeſty ſhould be pleaſed to inflict up- 


on me for ſo great an offence. Then ſhe fat down low 


upon a cuſhion, and I upon my knees by her; but 


with her own hand ſhe gave me a cuſhion, to lay un- 


der my knee; which at firſt I refuſed, but ſhe com- 
pelled me to take it. She then called for my lady 


Strafford out of the next chamber; for the queen was 


alone, She enquired whether my queen or ſhe played 


beſt. In that 1 found myfelf obliged to give her the 


praiſe, - She ſaid my French was good, and aſked if I 
could ſpeak Italian; which ſhe ſpoke reaſonably well. 


I told her majeſty I had no time to learn the language 
perfectly, not having been above two months in Italy. 


Then ſhe ſpoke to me in Dutch, which was not good; 


and would know what kind of books I moſt delighted 
in, whether theology, hiſtory, or love matters. I ſaid, 


3 Here I took occaliop t6 


within the 
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v — 
der 5 that though 1 no reaſon vf | 
55 . e har ibis e 
| Fer I bis flayed two days longer, vill 1 might fee hi 
dance, as I was afterward informed. Which being o- 

ver, ſhe enquired of me, whether ſhe or my queen 
danced beſt. I anfwered, the queen danced not fo high, 
and difpoſedly, as the did, Then again - ſhe wiſhed, 
that ſhe might fee the queen at fome convenient place 
of meeting. I offered to convey her ſecretly to Scor- 
land by poſt, clothed like a page; that under this dif- 
"de arkhc fe the quiten, be Firs V; had gone in 
diſguiſe to France with his own ambaſſador, to fee the 
duke of Vendome's ſiſter, who ſhould have been hi 
wiſe : telling her, that her chamber might be kept n 
her abſence as though ſhe were Bek: that none needel 
to be privy thereto, except my lady Strafford, and 
one of the grooms of her chamber. She appeared to 
like that kind of language, only anſwered it with a 
ſigh, ſaying, Alas! if 1 might do it thus. She uſed 
all the means ſhe conld to oblige me to perſuade the 
queen of the great love ſhe did beat unto her, and that 
the was fully minded to put away all jealoaſies and 
ſuſpicions, and in times coming to entertain a {trier 
friendſhip than formerly. She promiſed that my diſ·- 
patch ſhould be delivered to me very ſhortly at Lon- 
don, by ſecretary Cecil: for now ſhe was at Hamp- 
ton-court, where the gave under ru by mouth 
herſelf, and her ſecretary by writing. 
The next day my lord of Le xd me to pv - 
E He 
had in his company sir Henry sidney, deputy of Ire. 
land. By the way my lord entered familiarly into 
_ diſcourſe with me, alleping that he was well acquaint- 
ed with my lord of Murray, Lidington, and my bro. 
ther Sir Robert; and that he was by D well 


| acquainted with me, that he chirſt, upon the cars 
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bu had beand of me, defbe 10 
my miſtreſs thought — 
— had propoſod. anßwered very 

coldly; as. E had been. by my queen commanded. Then 


know what the queen: 


to marry ſo. gneat a queen, declaring he did not eftcenn. 


himſelf worthy to wipe her ſhnes; declaring that the 


invention of thet propaſition. of . marriage proceeded; 


from Mr. Ceeil, his ſecret enemy. For if V ſays. he, 
ſhould: have deſirous of that 


| houkb haue /gffended; bath the queens, and loſt their: 


favour, He intreated me to excuſe him at her maja». 
's hand, and to. beg, in his name, that ſhe would | 
not impute that matter ta him, n the alia 


his enemies. 

Ne Legdeny — ane pppcad 
by the earl of Pembroke; who being great maſter, yet 
tumbled himBIF ſo. fur as to. ſerve: the ſaid table, as 
maſter. of the, houſhold: hinrſelf. He was a devout 


friend to my queen's. title. of ſneceeding to the crown. 


of England. g 
4 cee 1 riod lene of the Prenalnontaador; 


and the Spaniſh, having received dem adveniſfements: 


ſom them. Mey. Lord of Leiceſten, beſide-what he 


had ſpoke. to, me, did write to my lord of Murray to 
excuſe him at the queen a hands. The day appointed 


L received my diſpateh from ſecretary Cecil, together 


with a letter of credit, and a more ample declaration 


a the queen's. mind, touching the fame anſwers: ſhe 


had made me herſelf. He. gave me alſo a letter to ſe- 


cretary. Lidington. For, as is above ſaid, ſecretary 
Cecil and Leiceſten, my lordiof Murray and ſecretary 


Lidingtan, ruled: both queens, and as yet kept good 


correſpondence together. When I took my leave, 


ſecretary Cecil conyeyed me through. the. cloſe to che 
outer gate of the palace, where he himſelf put a fair 
Feng im aig My lady. Lenox; and Sir Ni- 


morton * * the 


en 4 AM *Y * 21 v rt. =; RE 


marriage that bin- 


he began to purge himſelf of fo. proud: a pretencs, aa 
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1 0 ed. 
| rn Fn wy apron La a ring 
with a fair diamond: ſhe ſent an emerald to my lord 
her huſband, who was yet in Scotland; a diamond to 
my lord of Murray, a watch ſet with diamonds and 
Es ener batons a ring with a ruby 
to my brother Sir Robert. For ſhe was ſtill in good 
hope, that her ſon my lord Darnly would come better 
ſpeed concerning the marriage of our queen, than the 
earl of Leiceſter. She was a very wiſe and diſcreet 
eee on e 
time. 
At my rotunt, I found the queen's wajeſty lll a 
Edinburgh. To whom I declared at large my manner 
of proceeding with the queen of England, and gave 
her majeſty ber anſwers to the ſpecial heads of my in 
ſtructions in writing. 
ene ee 20 the db, 4 That wherea 
©. the queen thought the time very long ſince ſhe re- 
“& ceived either word or writ from her, whereby ſhe 
ic might underſtand of her good eſtate, and had ſent 
“ methither to viſit her in her behalf; that ſhe thought 
6 the time as long, albeit ſhe had conceived ſome dd 
< pleaſure concerning the angry letter: which was the 
4 greater, in reſpect it appeared that he diſthined the 
« offer of the beſt good ſhe had to give, to wit, the 
4 man whom ſhe eſteemed as her brother. Andwhere- 
4 as ſhe had ſent me to vilit her, ſhe was more ſatiſ- 
© fied with my coming, than ſhe would have been 
with any other, being formerly of her acquaintance, 
4 vith whom ſhe could the more familiarly declare her 
„ inward mind to the queen my miſtreſs, ſeeing ſhe 
4 could not meet with herſelf fo ſoon ws the-defired? 
6“ as I might declare how familiatly ſhe had*conferred 
« with me, acquainting me with all her inward gricts 
* and deſires, and how well ſhe was fatisfied, and 
% how willing to continue all good offices of amity; 
8 V 
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4 get no hurt in her right, neither directly nor aol 
directly, but ſhe ſhould be forewarned in due time.” 


purpoſes that fell out occaſionaliy betwixt that queen 
of divers of her friends in England, as well catholics 


e . , 


| toward her. For 
Her. mee was. e aha, tdi dee pes 


ligence from a great number of noblemen, and others 


the blame of the diſcord would have deen laid upon 
her, if it had continued. 


flood all my management and proceedings in England, 
"1 ſhe enquired whether I thought that queen meant truly 
toward her inwardly in ber heart, as ſhe appeared to 
1 do outwardly in her ſpeech. I anſwered freely, that 
4 


in my judgment, there was neither plain dealing, nor 


. chace her from the kingdom, as having already hin- 
„ dered her marrigge with the archduke Charles of Au- 
ſtria. It likewiſe. to me, by her offering unto 


ceſter, whom I knew ar that time ſhe could not want. 
Shortly after, my lords of Murray and Bedford met 
near Berwick, to treat concerning the marriage with 


OR ESE TOON 


r , e 


15 ther it held or not. If it held, che queen ſhould 


| Then H ſhowed ber majelly 3. lengtly of all; acher 
and me, together with, the opinions and adyertiſements 


as proteſtants. I gave her, at the deſire of. the Spa- 
niſh ambaſſador, the intimation of his king's goodwill 5 
brought again to this paſs between her and the queen 

of England, having thereby occaſion of getting intel- 

her friends in England. - For ſhe was. alſo afraid, that 


After that her majeſty had at arent; Jength under- 


upright meaning; but great diſſimulation, emulation 
"4 and fear, leſt her princely qualities ſhould over ſoon. 


her, with great appearing earneſtneſs, my lord of Lei- 


Le * llenderer offers and. leſs eſfectual deal- 
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behave ele Y 5 
have ſo good liking to him, as the queen of 7 


do cauſe forfault him, wel) he ſhou 


ing yet young) might forget herſelf by any u 
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began to ſuſpect” that che ſaid n might take ef- 
ſe&. Her apprehenſions of this Oecafionéd the Lord 
Darnly” s getting more readily licence to come to-Scot- 
land, in hope that he, being a handſome luſty youth, 


 ſhouk! rather prevail, being preſent, than Leiceſter 


who was abſent.” Which licence was p by the 
means of the ſecretary Cecil, not that he was minded 
that any of the marriages ſhould take effect, but with 


fach ſhifts'to hold the queen unmarried ſo Tous as he 


could. For he perſuaded himſelf, that my lord Darnly 
durſt not proceed in the marriage without conſent of 
the queen of England firſt obtained ts the ſaid mar- 
riage, his land Wing in England, and his mother re-· 


maining there. So that he thought it lay i in the queen 


kis miſtreſs her own hand, to let that married g0 for- 
ward, or to ſtay the ſane at her pleaſure. And in 
caſe my lord Darnly ſhould diſobey the queen of Eng 
land's command, to return upon her call, he intended 

i loſe all his 
lands, rights and titles that he had in England. 

The queen's majeſty, as I have ſaid before; me 
her returning out of France to Scofland, bekaved: her- 
felf ſo princely, honoùrably and diſcreetly, that her 
reputation ſpread itfelF in all countries. She was de - 

termined, and of herſelf inclined to continue ſo un- 


0 the end of her life, deſiring to entertain none in 
her company, but ſuch as were of the beſt converſation, 
 abliorring all vice and vicious perſons. In this her 


reſolution ſbe deſired me to aſſiſt her, by affording ber 
my good counſel, what way uas föſt © ual to in- 
gratiate herſelf with her ſubjects: and in caſe the (be- | 


3 
geſture or miſbehaviour, that I would Warn her there- 
of by 3 her to forbear, and'titeouſly re- 


| fora the ſame, | ns ee 
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a refuſe to accept of, ſayintz, that her virtuous 
actions, her natural judgment, and the experience ſhe 


bad learned in the coutt of France, had inſtructed her 
ſo well, and her ſo abund 


ample to al her biete and ſervants, cher the needed 


none to admoniſh her. But ſhe would not leave it ſo, 


but faid ſhe knew ſhe had committed divers errors, up- 
on no ill meaning, only for want of the admonition 
of loving and concerned friends; becauſe that the 
greateſt part of courtiers commonly flatter princes, to 
inſimate for, their favour, and will not. tell them the 
truth, fearing thereby to diſoblige them. Therefore 
ſhe Fi and commanded me to accept Sons 


1 ihe — not ede en part from 8 


as from me. I ſaid, I was afraid that through pre- 
ceſs of das is world e bie he: freout:, ll 


faid, it appeared I entertained an ill opinion of her 
conſtancy and diſcretion; which opinion ſhe doubted 
not but 1 would aker, after I had undeztaken and 


practiſed that friendly and familiar charge. In the 
mean. time ſhe. made me privy to all her moſt urgent 


affairs, but chiefly to her dealings with any foreign 
Ee She ſhewed unto me all her letters, thoſe 


which ſhe received from other princes. She deſired 
me to write in her favour to ſuch princes as I had been 


acquainted with, and to ſuch foreign counſellors as 1 
knew to be eminent men. In which letters I did not 


omit to ſet out her virtues. T uſed to ſhew to her 
their returns, which ordinarily gave me an account of 


the molt remarkable occurrences of thoſe countries, to | 


her majeſty's great contentment : for ſhe was of a 
quick ſpirit, curious to know and get intelligence of 
the ſtate of other princes. She was ſomething ſad 


hen ſolitary, and Was glad of the pn e AS: 
ad man . | 
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dude fbf Wer part, d W 
Fourth part. Therefore they toll her majeſty of thi | 
man, as one fit to make the fourth in concert. Thus 


He ſaid, he being ſec 
French tongue, Had oce⸗ 
in her majeſty s company;: Aas her former 
to do. I anſwered again, that it was thought that the 
g greateſtpart of the affairs of the country paſſedthrough 
his hands, which gave offence to the nobility, ' I ad- 


| Piedmont, wh "We 4 a e, d 1 10 8000 8 
er Wis 8e | 


fican, Hier inajeſty had three vale 
ted à baſs to ſing the 


he was drawn in to ſing ſometimes with the reſt ; and 
afterward when her French ſecretary retired himſelf to 
France, this David obtained the faid office. And as 
de thereby entered in greater credit, ſo he Had not the 
prudence how to manage the ſame rightly : for fre- 
quently in preſence of the nobility, he would de pub- 
lily ſpeaking to her, even when there was greateſt con- 


ventions of the ſtates. Which made him to be much 
envied and hated, eſpecially when he became | 
that he preſentel all ſignatures to be ſadſcribed by her 
majeſty: ſo that ſome of the nobility would frown 


ſo great, 


upon him; others would ſhonfder and ſhoot him by, 
when they: entered the queen's chamber, and found 


him always ſpeaking with her. For thoſe who had 
great actions of law, new infeftments to be taken, or 
who defired to prevail againſt their enemies at court, 


or in law-fuits before the ſeſſion, eſſed themſelves 
to him, and depended upon him, whereby in ſhort 
time he became very rich, Yet hs e 4 His own 


4 therefore he lamented his eſtate to me, aſking 
'one day my counſel how to behave himſelf; Leto 


him that ſtrangers were co envied, when the 


meddled too much in the affairs of other countries. 


7 to her who in the - 
ö thereby to be frequently | 


«viſed hit in their preſence, to retire from the queen, 
* them a: *. 1 * defire theqr 
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to permit hi u to tale ee Id wn, for. an 
example, how. I had been in ſo great favour with the 
elector Palatine, that he cauſed; me to fit at his own 
table, and that he uſed. frequently to confer with me 
an preſenceof his whole court;.whereat divers of them 
great indignation againſt me: which ſo ſoon a8 I 
rceived, I requeſted him to permit me to fit fromhis. 
own table with the reſt of his gentlemen, amd no more 
to confer with me in their. preſence, but to . call me by 
a page to his chamber, when he had any ſervice to- 
command me: ſeeing otherwiſe he would prejudge 
himſelf and. me, both by giving ground of diſcontent 
to his ſubjecto, in too much noticing a ſtranger, and 
ſo expoſe me to their fury. Which I obtained, and 
that way my maſter was not bated, nor I any more 
envied. I adviſed him to take tlie like courſe, if he 
was bein to act as a wiſe man. Which counſel he 
ſaid he was reſolyed to ſollo ; but afterward told me 
that the queen would not ſuffer him but would needs: 
| have him, carry himſelf as ſormerly. I anſwered, that 
I was ſorry for the inconveniencies that might follow 
thereupon. And afterward finding the envy againſt 
Riccio ſtill to increaſe,. and that by his ruin, which I 
did foreſee to. he inevitable, her majeſty might incur 
diſpleaſure, and her affairs be prejudged, ſeeing I clear- 
ly perceived that che extraordinary favour ſhe carried? 
to that man, did much alienate the Hearts of her own: 
ſabjects from her: I remembered.her majeſtys com- 
mand lately laid upon me, when ſhe particularly en- 
Joined me, to fore warn her of any circumſtance to be- 
abſerved · in her carriage, which I thought could tend: 
o her prejudice. I had before this time taken ſome 
ſach freedom, in deſiring her to deſiſt from ſome things 
vhich I knew were diſſatisfactory to her ſubjects; and 
upon my acquainting her majeſty therewith, . ſhe. had 
been pleaſed to reform them; The reflexion hereupon+ 
— Hi pee; As e. the 
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. nlencies 1 K ebay foreſee would inevitably follov, 
_: . - if the in time did not aker her carviage 40 Wes 
| Therefore, upon the fixlt « „I took oecaſton 

to enter with her majoſly upon this diſcourſe, in moſt 
humble manner' what 1 did upon rational 
conſiderations eonjecture would be the 
of the too public demonſtrations of fayour ſhe gave to 
Riceio'a ſtranger, and one ſuſpected by her ſubjecis 
to be a penſioner of the pope. That though they were 
reſolved not to challengeher majeſty's religion, though 
contrary to theirs, allowing her liberty of conſcience; 
yet it was not to be ſuppoſed, but the too much own- 
ing of Riccio, a known-minion of the pope, would give 
ground of ſuſpicion, that ſame deſign to che prejudice 
of the eſtabliſhed religion would be by him contrived, 
That to prevent this, her ſubjects would [find them- 
flves obliged to uſe all their endkavours to ruin a 
man, and a firanger from whom-they could __—_ 


: for the nobility wonkL certainly take it as an high of 

front upon them, to ſee her ſo viſibly: more counte- 
nance-a ſtranger than them her native ſubjocts. I told 

| ber majeſty very freely what adviee I had' given to 
Riccio. She anſwered me, that he meddled no fur- 
ther than in her French writings and affairs, as her 
other French ſecretary had done formerly. And that 
whoever found fault therewith, ſhe would not be ſo far 
reſtrained, but that ſhe might pes her favours to 
ſich as the pleaſed, I remembered her majeſty what 
diſpleaſure had been procured-to her, by'the-raſh miſ- 
behaviour of a French Gentleman called Chattellier, 
who, tranſported to miſcarry- . Perg eh 
kad thereby tiohly injured her majeſty. 
majeſty that a grave and comely behavi tov ive ſtran 
gers, not admitting them to too much familiarity, 
would bring them to a more circumſped and reyerend 
l 1 told her how neceſſary it was, that ſhe 
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ured with an thing which avid be theaein 22 


That if their hearts were ence loſt, there 


Tous bs aprons 


vereign princeſs, She thanked me for my continuab 


care evidenced in this free advice, and engaged to 
en eee e e 5 


edviſed to afk Herner to come inte Scotland. At bis 
he found the queen at Wemyfs, making 
her progreſs through Fife. Her majeſty took very 


well with him, and ſaid, that he was the propereſt and 


beſt proportioned long man that ever ſhe had ſeen ; 
for he was of a high ſtature, long and finall; even and 
ſtraight, - Ee had been from his youth well inſtructed 


in all honeſt and comely exerciſes, After he had 
haunted court ſome time, he propoſed marriage to 
her majeſty, which propoſal: ſhe at firſt appeared to 


difreliſh, as chat ſame day ſhe herſelf told me, and that 
"ſhe had refuſed a ring which he then offered unto her. 


T took oeeaſion freely hereupon to ſpeak in his favours, 


and to convince her maj z that no marriage was more 
ker intereſt than this, ſeeing it would render her title 


to the ſũeceſſion to the efown of England unqueſtion- 


able. I know not how he eame to fall in acquaintance 
with Riecis, but F found he alſo was His great friend 
at the queen's hand, fo that ſhe took ay the longer 
the better liking of him, and at length'determined to 


him. This being made known to the queen 6f- 


marry 
England, ſtie ſent and charged him te return. She 


alſo ſent her ambaſſador sir Nicholas Throgmorton . 
. to Scotland, to diſſuade the queen from marrying him; 


and in caſe the queen would not follow her advice, to- 


perſtiade the lords, and ſo many as were of the pro. 
teſtant n, to withſtand the ſaid marriage, till 
. ee eee. 


difficulty of regaining that place in their 
affettions, which yet they found her due as their ſo- 
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tion and reliſtence againſt their queen's 
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©tain-the reformed religion, ahi in deny Ire 


The E 


—— podboet Pond to all the marriages that of- 
fered unto her, reſolved to delay no longer. But my 
lord duke of Chaſtelherault, my lords of Argyle, Ro- 


_ thes, Murray, Glencairn, and divers others lords and 
barons, . withſtood the ſaid marriage: who after they 


had made an eſſay to take the lord Darnly in the 
queen's. company at the Raid of Baith, and as they al- 


leged, to have ſent him to England; failing in this 
their enterpriſe, they took them. to. the fields, to her 


_majeſty's great Afarisfation and heart- breaking. Her 


-majeſty's forces. were ſooner ready than theirs, ſo that 
ſhe purſued them here and there, whereby they were 
to. ſtraitened that. they could never haue the wo 


to flee-unto-England far 1 refuge, tab | 


by her ambaſſadors had promiſed to hazard her crown 
in their defence, in caſe they were driven to any ſtrait 
. becauſe of appearing againſt the ſaid marriage: though 
this was expreſly denied them, when/ coming to de- 
mand help. For when they ſent up my lord of Mur- 
ray to that queen, the reſt abiding at Newcaltle, he 


could obtain nothing but diſdain and ſcorn; till at 


length he and the abbot of Kilwinning, his companion 
in that meſſage, were perſuaded to come and con- 
feſs unto the queen upon their knees, and that in 
preſence of the ambaſſadors of France and Spain, that 
Dre 


this ſhe had defired,' to ſatisfy: the: ſaid 

vho both alleged in their maſters names, chat, ſhe. bad 
been the cauſe of the ſaid rebellion, and that her only 
delight was to ſtir updiſſention among her neighbours. 
Jet by this cunning ſhe overcame them ;: for ſhe hand- 
led the matter ſo re. 


«dy, in granting, her 9 n 
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time, that the triumphed over the ſaid ambaſſadors for 


their falſe allegiance. _ But unto my lord of Mus 


truth; for neither did I, nor any in my name ſtir you 
up againſt your queen : for your abominäble treaſon 
may ſerve for example t to my own ſubſets to rebel a- 
gainſt me. Therefore get you out of my Fabre 

you are dut unworthy traitors. This was . he ts re- 
ward they procured at her hands: and had not ſome 
of the proteſtants in her Kin gdom, who favouted them 
upon account of their religion, interpoſed what they 
could with her, they would not have been permitted, 


dominions ; although a little before, ſhe had promiſed 


termoſt of her power, upon condition that they would 
pleaſe her ſo far, as to ſit down upon their knees, "In 


none; only they obtained a ſmall contribution amon 
fome of their ory religion there, 'who were the 
friends, which was diſtributed amon 45 them at New- 


made to delay her marriage with any man propoſed, 
which was ſplemmzed in the pulace of Holy-ro 

houſe, with a the queen's chap! at the maſs; where- 
in Riceio was no fmall inſtrument. ' Scotland being ig by 
this time almoſt wholly 'of the reformed religion, Tick 
a diſlike of the king becauſe of this, he having for- 
merly profeſſed the reformed religion in England, 
Hence were vccafſoned rumours, that there was ſome 


"mars : lig | ing g. | 
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and his neighbour ſhe faid, Now you have told the 


during their baniſhment, to have remained within her 
to give them what affiſtance they demanded to the ut- 


preſence of the ſaid ambaſſadors, and make the forelabl | 
feffion, And as for ſecret help, ſhe gave them 


The queen, 44455 is 15 Kits the court of Pagen 8 
haſted forward ber marriage with my Lord Party's 


delign on foot for 1 om in Scotland the Ro- 2 


ol ſaſpicion. 


\ 


Bll was 2 ei of the . 
Mis ſame time the pope ſent — in 
De deli exed to our queen, which | ented t 
Picions. | But the ſhip whexein the ſaid; gold was, di 
Sb 

of Northumberland's bounds; who alleged the whok 
to appertain to him by oft bw, which he cauſed 
bis advocate to read unto me (when 1 was dired- 
ed to bim for the demanding reſtitntion of the fail 
ſam) ia the old Norman longpage 3 which, neither be 
nor I underſtood well, it was fo corrupt. But all my 

Intreaties were ineffectual, he altogether refuſing to 

ive any part thereof to the queen, albeit he was bin- 

Felf a catholic, and othervile profelled N to be 
her friend, 

. Alter that the queen's majeſty. bad married my bu 
'DParnly, ſhe did him great honour herſelf, and defred 
every one who expected her favour todo the like, and 
to wait upon bim: ſo that for a little time he was well 
accompanied; and ſuch as ſought favour by bim ſped 
beſt in their ſuits. But becauſe he had married without 
advice of the queen of England, my lady Lenax his 
mother was committed to the tower of I 

the was Kept for a long time. 

All this time F attended {t ben the queen bu 
'with leſs famibiarity than formerly. And ſeeing my 
ſervice for the time nb more necdful, humbly begged 
liberty of the queen to returg to France, and other 
Places, where 1 bad ſpent the greateſt part of my life. 

But this her majeſty. abſolutely. refuſed to grant, ex- 

preſſing ſome defire DT ET Ed ons me i 
deſert her ſervice. . I ſaid the time was full of ſuſpi- 
cions, and that I was confident I could. do her mor 
ſervice abroad than at home, as matters had fallen out. 
| de anſwered, that ſhe knew I could do her more ſer- 

Vice at home, than any fervant ſhe had, if I pleaſed; 

. but that I. had left | i fg woot room it 
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inion * ht to her. But the. 

e | 9 e ey 1 ef e 
uſed CES Ages to imprint a badcharafter of me 
in the king, as N i fires of the earl of 


Murray; which the had put out of the King's head, as 


g better acquainted with my nature andtondifions E 


ing, that ſhe knew yell that T had a liking to th he 
1 or Murray, but not of his- actings of taking u 


arms againſt her: that ſhe was affured that I loved ber 


ten times better than him. She faid, moreover, that 
if any did endeavour to miſrepreſent her as much. to 
me, that ſhe wiſhed I ſhould give them no more cre- 
dit againſt her, than ſhe had done or ſhould do againſt 
me. She adviſed me to wait upon the king, who was 


but young, and give him my beſt counſel, as 1 had for- 


merly done to her, which might help him to ſhun ma- 
ny inconveniences. And the gave me her hand that 
be would take alf in good part whatever 1 did ſpeak 


| as proceeding from a loving and faithful W ps 
ring me alfo to befriend Riccio, who was hated with- | 
out a cauſe. The king alſo told me who they were 
who had fpoken to him in my prejudice; and ſaid 


they were known to de ſuch common liars, as their 
tongue was no flander. By theſe and ſuch like means, 
the queen's majeſty obliged me more and more to be 
careful to be ſerviceable to her. And I judged my 
ſelf engaged, as the greateſt demonſtration I could give 
of my being faithful to her, to give her my opinion 
what ufe fhe might make for het own advantage of the. 
karſh uſage 
received in England; how uricourteouſly that queen 


had uſed them before the French and Spaniſh ambaſ- 


a ſhe having broken all her fur e _ 


Firſt, I told her majeſty, that ever ſince her eturn 
to her own country, 
her nobility and whote fubfects entirc f alte 10 rake” 
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the earl of Murray and his affociates had 


ſhe had been endeavouring to get 
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Riccio was 2 8 of the © 1. And 
ert time e Id 1 
De delivered to our queen, which gant, theſe ft 
Picions. But the ſhip wherein the ſaid gold. was, ; did 
 thipwreck upon the coaſt of England, "Sabin the car] 
of Northumderland's bounds; who alleged the whols 
10 appertain to him by juſt law, which he canſel 
bis advocate to read unto me (when 1 was dired- 
ed to him for the demanding kz of the fi 
fam) is the old Norman language; which, neither he 
nor. I underſtood well, it was ſo corrupt. But all ny 
mHtreaties were ineffectual, he altogether refuſing to 
give any part thereof to the queen, albeit be was hin- 


ſelf a catholic, and otherwiſe profeſſed Ron to be 


her friend. 
5 Afrer that the queen's majeſty bad merfed my y bord 
Parnly, ſhe did him great honour bertel. and . defired 
every one who expected her favour todo the like, aud 
to wait upon him: ſo that for a little ie he was well 
accompanied; and ſuch as ſonght favour by bim ſped 
belt in their ſuits. But becauſe he had married without 
advice of the queen of England, my lady Lenax his 
mother was committed to the tower of London, where 
_ ſhe was Kept Gor. a long time. 

All this time F ae an wen the queen by 
"with leſs familiarity than formerly. And ſeeing my 
ſervice for the time nd more necdful, humbly begged 
ef ge e cf ay l 
P. Ih part of my 
But this her majeſty abſolutely refuſed to grant, ex- 
preſſing ſome defire to know what. could move me to 
deſert her ſervice. . I laid the time was full of ſoſi- 
cions, and that I was confdene I could. do her moe 
ſervice abroad than at home, as matters had fallen out. 
bhe anſwered, that ſhe knew I.canld do her more {er- 
_ vice at home, than any ſervant ſhe had, if I pleaſed; 
but that I — redom it 


ery in giving her my opinion other occeding 
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eee tell ine tat 1 hail enemies, who 
uſed their endeayours to imprint a a bad character of me 

in the king, as if 1 hac been a fayourer of the carl 7 
Murray; which the had put out of the King's head, as 
being better acquaintedwith my nature and conditions; 1 
ſying, that ſhe knew yell'that T had a liking to the 
el of Murray, but not of his actings of taking up 
arms againſt her: that ſhe was affured that I loved ber 
ten times better than him. She faid, mdreover, that 
if any did endeavour to miſrepreſent her as much. to 
me, that ſhe wiſhed I ſhouſd give them no more cre- 
dit againſt her, than ſhe had done or ſhould do againſt 
me. She adviſed me to wait upon the king, who was 
but young, and give him my beſt counſel, as 1 had for- 
merly done to her, which might help him to ſhun ma- 
ny inconveniences. And ſhe gave me her hand, that 
the would take all in good part whatever I did foeak, h 
as proceeding from a loving. 15 faithful ſervant; de- 
firing me alſo to befriend Riccio, who was hated with: | 
out a canſe. The king alſo told me who they were 
who had ſpoken to him in my prejudice; and ſaid 
they were known to de ſuch common liars, as their 
tongue was no flander, By theſe and ſuch like means, 
the queen's majeſty obliged me more and more to be 
careful to be ſerviceable. to her. And 1 judged my 
ſelf engaged, as the greateſt demonſtration I could give 
of my being faithful to her, to give her my opinion 
what ufe the might make for her own advantage of the 
harſh uſage the earl of Murray and his affociates had 
received in England; how uricourteouſly. that queen 
had uſed them before the French and Spaniſh ambaſ- 
Prey by: ſhe having broken all her fair promiſes unto: 


Firſt, I told her majeſty, that ever  Gnce her return 
to her own country, ſhe back been endeavouring to get 
* whole fubjects entirely: ar rake” 


wh add | Wt 1 | a 
tain her deſire, 0 Po 25 MW t bond and. e 
Be HEN among them, when the Engliſh army was u 
the ſiege of Leith, helping to put the Frenchmen out 
of Scotland. Now, ſaid I, madam, the occaſion i 
offered, vnereb your ma jelty may bring your deſſred 
intention te paſs, if you- could find in your heart ei 
tber to pardon the earl 0 of Murray and his aſſociates, 
or at lealt to prolong the Petar eat wherein they are 
to be forfaulted, until your majeſty may duly adviſe 
and ſee, whether, it will be more your intereſt to for- 
fault them, or give them ground of hope of obtaining 
your pardon, according to their carriage for the fi- 
3 To this ſhe anſwered, Now, when, they. could 
do no better, they ſought ber; ; but when the fought 
their concurrence, ſuch as ſubſects c owe: to their na- 
five prince, they would not hear her: no more would 
ſhe now notice their ſuits, I faid, whenſoever they 
were to make their ſuits, it ſhould 1 not be by me; but 
this I propoſe of myſelf to your majeſty, who can chuſe 
dhe belt, and leave the worlt i in all cidents; ſeeing 1 
it is no little. N to ny. the w bole hearts 22 al 
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mire ſuch Wi virtues. | When AA 111 ſee 0 
pregnant a proof of your majeſty" 8 5 being able to ma- 
ſter your own paſſions and; affections, all will then 
conclude that you were . molt worthy to reign over 
| Kingdoms, finding you 10 ready to forgive, and fo 
ready vanquif hed, « nd. not worth of 3 your wrath, If 
IE, majelty | conſider Woe, dlemency at ſuch 8 
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fy chem; What can they do, or what dar | 
Madam, faid 1, with your majeſty's en my Tr 
poſition is, in obedience to your own commandment, 


to ſhew you my opinion at all times for the weal of 


your affairs. Then ſhe ſaid ſhe thanked me, granting 
that it was a good advice, and neceſſary to be done, 


if ſhe could in ſo far command herſelf; but that yet 


ſhe could not find in her heart to have to do with any 
of them upon divers conſiderations: intreating me ne- 


vertheleſs to continue giving her my advice at all occa- 


ſions; for albeit ſhe did not follow this, ſne might 
perchance do better at another time. I anſwered, that 
it was only the conſideration of her intereſſ· at made 

me appear ſo concerned: many noblemen being ba- 
niſhed, and ſo near as Newcaſtle, having many other 


noblemen at home of their kindred and friends, ſo. 
malecontent as 1 knew them to be for the time, made 


me fear ſome attempt towards an alteration. For I 
told her, I had heard dark ſpeeches, that we ſhould 


hear news ere the parliament was ended. Her majeſty _ 


anſwered, that ſhe likewiſe wanted not advertiſements 


of the like rumours; but that our countrymen were 


talkative, T uſed FR, ſame freedom with Riccio ; for 


then he and I were under great friendſhip. But he e- 


videnced a diſdain at all danger, and deſpiſed counſel; 
ſo that I was compelled to fay, I feared over late re- 
pentance, 

You have heard that Sir Nicholas Throgmorton 
was one of the two Engliſh ambaſſadors who were ſent 
hither to ſtay the marriage, and to make many pro- 
miſes in his miſtreſs's name to ſo many as would reſiſt 
the ſame; which promiſes were afterward denied by 


the queen of England, and by Mr. Randolph. But Sir 
Nicholas Throgmorton ſtood neither in awe of queen 


or council, to declare the verity, that he had made 


ſuch promiſes to them in her name: whereof the coun- 


ſcllors and eraftieſt courtiers thou ght ſtrange, and were 
reſolying to puniſh him for avowing the-fame promiſe 
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to be made in his miſtreſs's, name, had. not ben 
and circumſpettly. obtained an act of council for his 
warrant, which he offered to. produce. fb 1650 
Sir Nicholas was ſo angry that, he had. been, made an 
inſtrument to.deceive the Scots baniſhed lords, that he 
adviſed them to ſue humbly for pardon at. their own, 
queen's hand, and to engage neyer again to offend her 
for ſatisfaction of any prince alive: and becauſe as 

they were then ſtated they had no intereſt, he p | 
perſuaſive letter, and. ſent unto. her, gel, as fol 
loweth : 


% Your. * hath, i in TE? many friends 
c of all degrees who fayour your title; but, for di- 
« vers reſpects. Some for very conſcience fake, be 
« ing perſuaded, that in law your right is beſt: ſome . 
“ for the good opinion they have conceived, by the 
<« honourable report they have heard, of your virtues 
&« and liberality; the conſideration whereaf engageth 
them to eſteem your majeſty moſt worthy, to go- 
« vern: ſome for factions, who favour your religion: 
<« ſome for the ill-will they bear to your competitor, 
66 ſeeing their own danger if Lady Katharine ſhould. 
© come in that place, | 

of theſe ſome are Wind, ſome proteſtants ; ; and 
yet however they differ among themſelves in religion 
„ orother particulars, they are both of one mind for the 
“ advancement of your title. Your majeſty hath alſo 
&« divers enemies, for various reſpects, not unlike to 
44 the other, whoſe ſtudy hath always been, and will 
« be, unleſs they be made friends, to hinder any thing 
* that may tend to your advantage. In one point all 
* concur, both friends and enemies, yea the whole 
% people, that they are moſt deſirous to have the ſuc- 
&« ceſſion of the crown declared and aſſured, that they 
may be at a certainty; only the queen berſelf is of 
« a contrary opinion, mand be glee matter 
" ſhould always be in ſuſp 
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« ; And | for that tad eſſe a be — — 
2 liament, which was before continued till October 
« aft: Knowifig affuredly, that if the parliametit held, 
cc the ſucceſſion of the crown would be called in que- 
« ſtion. And they thought the tim ſerved well for 
44 their purpoſe, when there was 2 ha and trouble 
© in your own realm, and no good underſtanding be- 
„ twixt you and the queen of England. And her ſub- 
« jects your friends, for eſchewing that inconvenience, 
* and winning of time to give your majeſty place to 
4 work, and remove all impediments ſo far as wiſdom 
« may, Have found the means to drive it off till the 
© next ſpring. Now their advice is, that in the mean 
« time your majeſty endeavour by wiſdom to aſſure 
« yourſelf of the whole votes, or at leaſt of the 
m 4 moſt conſiderable of the parliament, whenever 
„the matter ſhall be brought in queſtion. Which 
may be done, by retaining the hearts of thoſe you 
A have gained already, recovering of thoſe who are 
© brangled, winning of the neutrals, and fo many of 
* your adverſaries 'as may be gained: for it is not to 
* Ye ſuppoſed that all can be won, who are already 
& ſo far addicted to the contrary faction; but when 
&« the cauſe of their averſion is removed, the effect 
* wall ceaſe, | 
4 Generally your akjaly will do well to el 
© any act that will offend the whole people, and uſe 
„ ſuch means as will render you moſt acceptable to 
them. Strangers are univerſally ſuſpected to the 
© whole people; a againſt which your majeſty hath in 
* your marriage wiſely provided, by abſtaining to match 
Vith a foreign prince. So do they adviſe your ma- 
« jeſty to abſtain from any league or confederacy with 
. 4 * foreign prince that may offend England, till 
« you have firſt eſſayed what you can purchaſe by the = 
10 benevolence of the born ſubjects thereof. Not that 
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oo they would defire your majeſty to forfeit your friend. 
« ſhip with France and Spain; but rather that you 
« ſhould wiſely entertain them both to remain at your 
« devotion, in caſe afterward you have need of their 
« favour. Nevertheleſs it is their wiſh, that the ſame 


* may rather remain in general terms, as heretofore, 


& than that you proceed to any ſpecial act which may 
« offend. England, which, you cannot with honour 
- © bring back again when you would. As many of 


« our adverſaries as are addicted to the contrary fac- 


« tion for hatred of your religion, may be gained 
© when they ſee your majeſty continue in the tempe- 
ec rance and moderation you have hitherto uſed within 


« your own realm in matters of religion, without in- 


« novation or alteration, As many as by miſreports, 
© have been carried to the contrary faction, may by 


« true report be brought back again, when they ſhall 


* hear of your clemency uſed towards your own ſub- 
„edle; Which virtue in princes, of all others, moſt 


© allures the hearts 3'of peaplatgfayors. gyen their com- 


“ mon enemies. As many as can deal Wärily and diſ- 
ce creetly with your friends of both the religions, and 


« are only addicted for conſcience ſake to my lady 
Katharine, being perſuaded of the preference of your 

“e title in law, may be gained to your majeſty. by con- 
© trary perſuaſions, and by adducing of ſuch reaſons 


&« and arguments as may be alleged for proof of your 


« good cauſe, whereof there are abundance to be had. 
« Some your majeſty will find in England, who wil 
/ hazard as far as they dare to ſerve your turn in this 
«behalf, But- becauſe it is ſo dangerous to men to 
« deal in, and may endanger lives and lands if they 
e be ſeen earneſt meddlers, travelling in that point 


« fo as would be neceſſary, it will require ſuch in- 


4 ſtruments of your own when time comes, who may 
& boldly ſpeak without danger, and with whom the 


“ ſubjects of England dare freely communicate their 


« minds, and enter into conference. If N be afraid 
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« of your majeſty, thinking that you have an ill o- 
« pinion of them, the aſſurance by a truſty miniſter 
« of your good - will whom they may credit, will 
« quickly put them out of doubt, and make them fa- 
( yourable enough. They who are conſtantly yours, 
« are eaſily retained at your devotion. Thoſe who 
« heretofore have born any favour, and by the late 
„ occurrences are any ways brangled, will be brought 
« home again, when they ſhall ſee your majeſty, now 
« when it is fallen in your hands to uſe rigour or 
“ mercy as you pleaſe, rather incline to the moſt plau- 
« ſible part, in ſhewing your magnanimity, when you 
have brought your ſubjects to ſubmiſſion and gentle- 
« neſs, as the good paſtor to reduce his ſheep that 
« were gone aſtray, home again to the fold. Thoſe 
« who are yet neutrals, by the ſame means and true 
information of your intereſt by law, may all be won 
« to your fide, This done, when the matter comes 
© in queſtion, your friends will earneſtly preſs your 
* intereſt at this parliament, and you will without 
* controverſy bear it away. : | 
© This device, in ſo far as concerns your recon-- 
4 ciliation with your ſubjects, is not a fetch for their 
* favour, but is thought expedient for your ſervice by 
© many who have no favour for them, and are diffe- 
« rent from them in religion. For it will bring the 
queen of England greatly to favour you, when ſhe ſhall 
* ſee ſuch an union in your own kingdom of the head 
* and whole members together. She will not know 
« how to diſturb your majeſty's eſtate, eſpecially when 
© the reconciliation takes effect in the hearts of the 
a „ ſubjects i in England, who will think themſelves in 
* an happy condition, if they ſhould come under the 
government of ſo benign. a princeſs, who can ſo 
© readily forgive great offences. For albeit it muſt 
" be acknowleged, that my lord of Murray hat by 
* his inconſide rate carriage given q our majeſty reat 
ground oi offence et it is hard to N thepro-- 
| * 3. | | 
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1 teſtants, that your quarrel againſt him hath any 
& other foundation, than that he differs from you 
« religion. Upon this ground, they find Wensch 
C engaged to eſpouſe his quarrel. If then they per. 
« ceived your majeſty graciouſly inclined to take hin 
« again into favour, and forgive what is bypaſt, the 
« proteſtants in England would doubtleſs declare 
te themſelves more affectionate to your intereſt, when 
te they ſhall ſee more of their own religion ſo clement- 
« ly handled. And that your majeſty may have ex- 
„ perience, that it is your advancement your friends 
« would by this means procure, and not the advan- 
« tape of thoſe with whom your majeſty i is offended, a 
4 middle way may be followed, as is frequently uſed 
« in ſuch like cafes, where not only the multitude is 
«& ſpared, but the chief authors are preſerved. It may 
« pleaſe your majeſty to cauſe a letter to be penned 
in good terms and form, and publiſh the ſame by 
« proclamation, declaring the juſt eauſe of your an- 
ger againſt all of them; and that yet, for declaring 
« your own good-nature above their deſervings, you 
are content to. remit the whole, except ſuch princi- 
 < pals as you pleaſe to reſerve and except by name 
from the general pardon : and that with whom you 
vill not take ſuch ſevere order as you might in lay, 
& till you have further trial and experience of their 
* penitence. The perſons ſo to be nominated and 
« excepted ſhall depart out of England, to-what coun- 
E try. pleaſeth your majeſty, there to remain during 
«. your pleaſure. In this. mean time, if your majeſty 
15 And that this benign uſage of yours ſhall produce 
&. ſach fruit as is here ſpoken, your majeſty may fur- 
4 ther extend your favour, as you find convenient and 
« profitable for yourſelf, For your majeſty hath ſtill 
the crimes lying above their heads. In the mean 
<- time, all who favour them in England will plead in 
their cauſe with your majeſty, ſo far as their power 
* as if T were . for your-majelty 


$77 Jans MELVIL, W 


4e They will in no ways; ir they ean (ſw it, be 
« again in the queen of England's debt, neither by 
« obtaining of any fayour at your hund by her inter- 


_ © vention, nor yet for any ſupport in the time of their 


6“ baniſhment. But rather it may pleaſe your ma | 
32000 
« lands. By following this advice, which in no ways 
© can be prejudicial - to you majeſty, but will much 
4 conduce for your imereſt, you may recover the 
« greateſt part of the biſhops of England; many of 
« the greateſt nobility and gentlemen, who . 
« neutral.” 

Their names were declared to her majeſty in ey. 
pher, by whoſe means he alleged her majeſty ſhould 
obtain ſo great an intereſt in England, that albeit that 


queen would appear againſt her, ſhe needed not to 


eare. For in ſending but 1000 men of her own, out 
of four parts of England, a ſufficient number ſhould 
join with them, by whoſe forces, without any ſtrangers, 


| her majeſty ſhould obmiz the thing whick is wrongfal- 


ty refuted and retained. - 
When her majeſty had ſeriouſly pondered this diſ- 
courſe, it had great influence upon her, to move her 


w follow the deſire thereof, as well for the good opi- 
nion ſhe had of him who: ſent it, as being of her on 


nature more inclined to mercy than rigour; ſhe be- 
ing alſo wiſe, and being convinced that it tended to 
the advancement of her affairs in England. She was 


therefore fully reſolved to have followed: the advice 


thereof, and to prolong the parliament which had been 
called to forfault the lords who had fled; Riccio ap- 
peared alſo to have been gained for counſelling her 

Kereto. My lord Murray bad ſued to him very earneſt- 
ly, and more humbly than could have been believed, 
with the preſent of a fair diamond incloſed within a 
letter, full of repentance and fair promiſes, from that 

time forth to be his friend and protector. Which the 
faid Riceio granted to-do with the better will, that he 
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perceived the king to bear him * goodwill, 
frown upon him. . 


Following this advice an: ee given 10 
Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, the queen's majeſty ſent my 
brother Sir Robert Melvil, to remain her ambaſſador 
in ordinary at the court of England, to be ready at all 


occaſions in caſe any thing were treated at the parlia- 
ment concerning the ſucceſſion, and to purſue the de- 
 fign laid down by Sir er ker othey friends i in 
England. 

In this mean time, ts was a French nl 


ſent home here, called monſieur de Villamonte, with a 
commiſſion to treat with the queen, that in no ways 


ſhe ſhould ſhew any favour to the proteſtant baniſhed 


lords: becauſe that all catholic princes were bandied to 


root them out of all Europe: which was a device of 


the cardinal of Lorrain, lately returned from the coun- 


eil of Trent. He had cauſed the king of France to 
write earneſtly to that effect. Which unhappy meſſage 


occaſioned divers tragical accidents. For the queen 


was loath to offend her friends in France of the houſe 
of Guiſe, albeit ſne Would have done little at that time 
by her own pleaſure to ſatisfy the king of France, who 
was but young and only guided by his mother, whom 


ſhe had no good cauſe to like well of. But Riccio was 


thought alſo not to think fit to offend ſo many catho- 


lic princes confederated, and eſpecially the pope with 


whom he had ſecret intelligence. Hereby the queen 
was again induced to hold the parliament to forfault 
the baniſhed lords, againſt her own intention and her 
former deliberation, Now there were a number of 
lords at home, friends to the lords Who were baniſh- 
ed, as the carl of Morton, the lord Rathven, the lord 


Lindfay, and divers other gentlemen who favoured: 


them only for their religion. Some of them were 
diſcontent that their friends ſhould be forfaulted; o- 
chers had ſpecial reaſons. inducing: them-to. fear. the ſit- 
eing of that parliament, ſpec 
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| feared a revocation that was al- 
leged to be made at the ſaid parliament, to bring back 
again to the crown divers great diſpoſitions given out 
during the queen's minority, and ſome benefices which 
| had been taken by noblemen at their own hands during 
the civil wars under pretext. of religion. Theſe, and 
uch conſiderations, moved them to conſult together 
| how to get the parliament ſtayed, and to make a change 
at court. The earl of Morton had a crafty head, and 
had a couſin called George Douglas, the netaral ſon 
to the earl of Angus, who was father to dame Marga 
ret Douglas counteſs 'of Lenox, the king's mother. 
The ſaid George was continually about the king, and 
by his mother's and brother's means, put in his head 
ſach ſuſpicions againſt Riccio, that the king was pre- 
vailed with to give his conſent to his ſlaughter. This 
the lords of Morton, Lindſay, Ruthven: and others 
had deviſed, to become that way maſters. of the _ 
and fo to top the parliament, 

The king was yet very young, ond: -not wal ac- 
quainted with the nature of this nation. It was ſup- 
poſed alſo, that the earl of Lenox knew of the ſaid 
deſign. For he had his chamberwithin the palace, and 
ſo had the earls of Athole, Bothwell and Huntly, who 
eſcaped by leaping over a window towards the little 
garden were the lions were lodged. This vile act was 
done upon a ſaturday at fix a- clock at ght, when 
the queen was at ſupper in her cloſet. A number of 
armed men entered within the court, before the cloſing 
of the gates, and took the keys from the porter. 
One part of them went up through the king's cham- 
ber, conducted by the lord Ruthven and George Dou- 
glas; the reſt remained without with drawn ſwords 
in their hands, crying, A Douglas, a Douglas. The 
king was before gone up to the queen, and was lean- 
ing upon her chair, when the. Lord Ruthven entered 
with his. helmet upon his head, and George Douglas, 
_ divers others vith them, 10 rudely and i n 
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, that the table, enhdlés, meat and diſhes were wet 


thrown. Riceio took the queen about che wilt, cry. 


ing for mercy; but George Douglas plucked out the 


King's dagger and ſtruck Riccio firſt with'it, leaving it 
ſtieking in him. Tie making great ſhrieks and cries, 
was rudely ſnatched from the queen, who could n6t 

| either with threats or intreaties, to fave him, 
But be was forcibly drawn forth of the cloſet and ſlain 
in the outer hall, and her majeſty kept as a captive. 


That ſame night che earl of Athole, the laird of Tulli- 


bardine, and ſecretary Lidington, Ad Sir James Bal- 


four, were permitted to retire themſelves out of the 


palace, and were in great fear of 'their lives. The 


next morning being Sunday, I was let forth at the gate, 
and paſſing through the outer cloſe, the queen being 


looking forth at a window, cried unto me to help he 


1 drew. near, and affired her of all the help that lay 


in my power. She defired me with all haſte to go to 
the provoſt of Edinburgh, and deſire him to convene 
the town to relieve her 'otit of theſe traitors Hands, 
But run faſt, fays ſhe, for they will ſtay you, As this 
word was Poſcen, one Mr. Niſbet, maſter of the 
houſhold to the earl of Lenox, was ſent with a com- 


pany to ſtay me. To whom I gave good words, fay- | 


ing, that I was only going to ſermon at St. Giles's 
church. But I went in haſte to the provoſt, and told 
him my c.mmiſſion from the queen. He anſwered, 
That he had another commandment from the king; 


| but that he ſhould draw the people to the Tolbooth, 


and fee what they would do, though he expected no 


help from their hands, becauſe the moſt part of them 
were ſo diſcontent with the preſent government, that 


all deſired a change. Yet he convened them thongh 
in vain, Which backwardneſs of theirs I did inti- 
mate to her majeſty, by one of her ladies, whom ſhe 
ſent again unto me, to tell me that ſhe ſuppoſed my 


lord of Murray and his affociates, who were yet ba- 


fiſhed, rechaining at Neweaſtle, would be ſent for by 
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eee * e me at his coming 


to perſuade, him not. to join with. choſe who had ſe. 


highly affronted her, hut to, hold himſelf free, and be 
her friend in this ſtraits. which deing ſhould be his great. 
adyantage, and: purchaſe her. love. and favour for ever. 
Which commiſſiqn I. did not failito erung athis.come. 
ing upon Mandax; but he. . 
meeting with her, majeſty, who embraced; 8 
him, alleging. that i 


handled. Which ſo much moved him, that the tears 
run from his eyes. He knew ſufficiently well: that; it. 
was not, for his cauſe, but for their oun partienlar 


ends, that the greateſt part who had made that enter- 


prize had therein engaged; which made him the leſs. 
concerned in them, Yet he and his company reſolved 


to keep the day againſtwhich they were ſummoned to 
the — | 


In the mean time, the king repented - himſelf of his 


_ acceſſion to that affair, whereupon. her majeſty took. 
occaſion to perſuade him to abandon thoſe lords, who 
had committed ſo odious a crime, as. to hazard her. 


life, together with his child which was. in her. belly. 


That nevertheleſs ſhe was reſolved: to forgive them, 
and give them what ſecurity thereupon they would de- 


mand. The lords ſeeing the king drawn from them, 


and my lord of Murray not ſo frank for them as they 
expected, were neceſſitated to do the next. beſt, and 


conſented that a pacification ſhould be penned, which 


was divers times written over, to put in and out cer - 


tain heads and clauſes, to drive time until the writing 
might appear plauſible. Her majeſty cauſed the king 
to adviſe them, to diſcharge the guard that kept her, 


that ſo the ſecurity. might be ſubſcribed ſhe being at li- 
berty; ſeeing otherwiſe it would not avail themin law, 


if there were the leaſt appearance of reſtraint upon her, 


during the time thereof, So upon Tueſday they went 
5 all to their reſt; but the queen, king, W and 


* 


he had been at. home, he ker yo 
not haye . ſuffered her to have. been ſo uncaurteouſly. 
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Arthur Areſkine maſter of the horſe for the time, went 
out of Holy-rood-houſe at midnight toward the” caſtle | 
of Dunbar, and left word with one of her ladies to 
me, that I ſhould be earneſt to keep the earl of Murray 
from joining with the other lords. Who the next 


morning found themſelves greatly diſappointed, being 
left without any appearance of a pacification, In the 


mean time, I uſed my endeavours very effectually to 
keep my lord Murray from joining with the late offen- 
ders. I ingaged to him, that in ſo doing, I ſhould 
procure a pardon to him and all his followers. They, 


on this manner being deſtitute of all aſſiſters, were com · 


pelled to flee unto England to Newcaſtle, where in a 
manner they eg find the other- _ neſts yet 


warm. 


A few days before, my lord duke, my books of Glen- 


| cairn and Rothes had obtained their pardons: for they 


were divided during their baniſhment, and her majeſty 
found it not her intereſt to have ſo many lords againſt 
her. She had alſo now again endeayoured to draw the 
earl of Murray from the earl of Morton and his accom- 
plices, becauſe he had for the time a great friendſhip 


and many dependers, that ſhe might be the more eaſily 


revenged upon that moſt deteſtable deed of murdering 


her ſervant in her preſence : for ſhe being big with 


child, it appeared to be done to deſtroy both her and 


ber chi. For they might have killed the ſaid Riccio 


in any other part, at any time they pleaſed, My lord 
Murray and his dependents defired me to carry their 
humble thanks unto her majeſty, and to ſignify unto 
her, how willingly they acquieſced to her majeſty's de- 
fire, and how they had difcharged themſelves to ſuch 


as had committed that vile act: and that they promiſ- 
ed her majeſty never any more to have to do with 


them, or intercede for them. 

I rencountred her majeſty coming from Dunbar to 
Haddington, and was very favourably received, with 
great thanks for my care of her honour and welfare. 
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Sh That night! in Haddington ſhe ſubſcribed Grers 9 


ions for my lord Murray ang, bis dependers, lament- 
ing unto me the king's folly, ingratitude and miſbe- 

| haviour. I excuſed the ſame thebelt I could, imputingit 

to his youth, which occaſioned him eaſily to beled away 


5 by pernicious counſel, laying the blame upon. George 
Douglas and other bad counſellors; praying her majeſty 


for many neceſſary confiderations „to remove out of 
ber mind any prejudice againſt him, ſeeing that ſhe had 
choſen him herſelf againſt the opinion of many of her 
ſubjects. But I could perceive nothing from that day 
forth, but great grudges that ſhe entertained in her 
beat. 'T hat night in Haddington, the king enquired 
of me, if the lord of Murray had written to him. I 
anſwered, that his letter to the queen was, written in 
haſte, and that be eſteemed the queen and him but 
| one. He ſaid, he might have alſo written to me. 
Then he iquired what was became of Morton, Ruth- 
ven, and the reſt of that company, I told him I be- 
lieved they were fled, but I knew not whither. As 
they have brewed, Gays he, ſo let them drink. It ap- 
peared to me that he was troubled he had deferted them, 
finding the queen's favour but cold. The next day 
they came to Edinburgh and lodged within the caſtle, 
where ſome were apprehended and executed, who had 
been in the court of the palace, and had kept the gates 
chat night wherein Riccio was ſlain, 
Her majeſty was now far gone with child, and went 
to Stirling intending to ly in there. Thither the king 
followed her, and ſrom that to Alloa, At length he 
came back to the caſtle of Edinburgh. It was thought 
that ſhe fled from the king's company. I travelled | 
earneſtly to help matters betwixt them, and was there- 
in ſo importunate, that I was thought troubleſome ; 
ſo that her majeſty deſired my lord of Murray to re- 
prove me, and charge me not to be any more familiar 


with the king; who went up and down all alone, ſee- 


ing few durſt bear him company. He was miſſiked by 
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he qua e Eck e Eras Goin | 
baniſhed lords; fo that it was a great pity to ſee that 


good young prince caſt off, who failed rather for want 


of good counſel and experience, than from any bad 
inclinations. It appeared to be fatal to him, to like 
better of flatterers and ill company than plain fakes 


and good men: which had been the wreck of many 
princes, who, by frequenting good company, would 


| have proved gallant men. 


About this time the queen of England was taken 


with a great fever, that none believed ſhe could live: 


all that kingdom was thereby in great perplexity. But 


a ſtrange thing is to be marked, that two contrary 
factions there had both determined, unknown to o- 
ther, to ſend for our queen, and ſet the crown of 
England upon her head. My brother Sir Robert Mel- 
vil was then ambaſſador there reſident, and 1 ſerved 
in place of ſecretary here at home, becauſe ſecretary 


Lidington was abſent under ſome ſuſpicion. He ſent 


home continual advertiſements how to proceed, and 1 
again returned the anſwers at her majeſty's direction. 
Nou began the earl of Bothwell to be in great fa- 
vour, to the great diſſatisfaction of many. He, and the 
earl of Huntly, and the biſhop of Roſs, envied the fa- 
vour that the queen ſhewed unto the earl of Murray; 
for they were upon contrary courſes. The queen on 
the other hand knew how generally he was well liked 
ol both in England and Scotland, and that ſhe would 

| be the better liked of in both kingdoms that ſhe ſhew- 
ce d favour to him. And as ſhe reſolved to follow the 
former adviee and information ſent her by Sir. Nicho- 
las Throgmorton, ſo ſhe forgat not the late help he 
had made her at his home-coming. Theſe two earls, 
with the foreſaid biſhop, took occaſion, when the time 


olf her majeſty's delivery drew near, to perſuade her to 
impriſon my lord of Murray, to remain no longer than 


ſhe ſhould be delivered; alleging that they were aſſur- 


 edly advertiſed, that he and his * were reſolv- 
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ed to beg in che baniſhed lords, even at the very 
time of her child bearing: for they thought, if once 
be were warded, they ſhould find devices enough to 
cauſe him be kept and diſgraced, . Sorrell when he 
ſhould be abſent, and not have opportunity of anſwer - 
ing and reliſting their calumnies. Whereof her ma- 
jeſty gave me an account, deſiring me to mind her of 
their ſecret deſigns againſt Murray, without any juſt 
cauſe, flowing only from their own . who had 
deviſed his ruin. "if 
The earl of Morton was now in a hard condition. 
Though many of the barons of Lothian were his friends, 
they could be little ſtedable to him; among the reſt 
the laird of Elphinſton, my brother-in-law, whoſe 
mother was a Douglas of the houſe of Whittengham. 
Upon account of this friendſhip, the earl of Morton 
cauſed to write unto my ſiſter the lady Elphinſton, de- 
ſiring her to perſuade me to write in his fayours to 
the eleQor Palatine, and other princes of my acquain- 
tance in Germany, to ſuffer him to live in their coun- 
try. For my brother, by her majeſty's direction, preſ- 
fed the queen of England to put them forth of her 
kingdom: and they durſt not go to France, where 
the queen had ſo many friends. This I did ſhew un- 
to her majeſty, that ſhe might be the more confirmed 
how gronndleſs that report was, made by the afore- - 
faid lords againſt Murray: wherewith ſhe appeared 
well ſatisfied, reſolving to continue her kindneſs for 
my lord Murray ; ; but that withal ſhe ne not 
to write in favours of Morton. | 
In the mean time, Mr. Henry Killegrew was ſent 
hither ambaſſador from the queen of England, who was 
in great ſuſpicion of her eſtate, finding ſo many of her 
ſubjects favourers of our queen. The ſaid ambaſſa- 


dor complained againſt one Mr. Ruxbie, who was 4 


harboured in Scotland, being a rebel and a papiſt; 
declaring how that the queen his miſtreſs had com- 
manded Morton and his complices forth of her coun- 
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try: which was done by open n proclamation, to pleaſe 
the queen and her embaſtdor who cried out conti · 
nually for her ſuffering them to abide ſo long in Eng- 
land; yet, as we afterward underſtood, they were 
ſecretly overlooked, upon condition that "they would 
keep: themſelves quiet. Mr. Killegrew alleged alſo, that 
the-queen's majeſty had been practiſing with Oneel in 
Ireland, who had his ambaſſador preſently in Edin- 
burgh, in company of the earl of Argyle. And, third- 
P, he complained of ſome diforders upon the bor- 
ders made by Scottiſhmen, But the principal pre- 


text of his commiſſion was, to comfort the queen 


over her late troubles, to congratulate her free- | 
dom, and good ſucceſs over her wicked and rebellious _ 
ſubjects. | 
It may appear ſulliciently by that queen's former | 
proceedings, that all the ſiſterly familiarity was ceaſed, 
and in place thereof nothing but jealouſies, fuſpicions . 
and hatred: and yet they kept an outward correſpon- 
dence, for keeping up neighbourhood and intelligence, 
The Scots amt aſſador for the time m I erica] had fo. 


Sing 


the eil, 9 and pepſh, to communicate 
their inward minds and ſecreteſt intentions unto him. 
Mr. Randolph had not the like credit in Scotland, but 
only with ſome of the ſimpleſt fort of the miniſters, _ 
For this Ruxbie was ſent in hither to appear to be a 
zealous favourer of her majeſty” s right and title to the . 
crown of England. He was to endeavour to ſpeak | 
with the queen, and to take an occaſion of informing | 
ber majeſty of the great friendſhip divers of the ca- 
tholics had for her, who durſt not deal with the Scots 
ambaſſador, being a proteſtant; but that he would deal 
himſelf betwixt her majeſty and them. All this was 
to eſſay what he could draw out of her majeſty, to 
give advertiſement thereof to ſecretary Cecil, He ad- 
Irelfed — unto the queen's majeſty by the biſhop 
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of Roſs, who was a catholic; the ſaid biſhop deſiring 
her majeſty to be ſecret. What he learned for the - 
time, I cannot tell; but he did write ſundry intelli- | 
gences unto the ſecretary Cecil, which did prejudice, * 
But this fine contrivance was not ſo ſecretly kept but 
my brother Sir Robert had knowlege thereof, and al- 
ſo of a letter that the ſecretary Cecil wrote again 
unto Scotland to the ſaid Mr, Ruxbie, promiſing to 
ſee him rewarded, and deſiring him to continue in his 
diligence. Of all which my brother, by his good in- 
telligence, was ſo well advertiſed, that in due time he 
gave her majeſty and me information thereof. He 
gave his advice, how to carry for the future in that 
affair: ſo that when Mr. Killegrewmade his complaint 

upon the receipt of Mr. Ruxbie, her majeſty inconti- 
nently cauſed him to be apprehended, and all his cy- 
phers and writings; among the which was found the 
letter written by ſecretary Cecil above mentioned. 
Ruxbie, finding himſelf diſcovered, fell immediately 
upon his knees, granting himſelf worthy of a thouſand 
deaths, humbly craving pardon. Her majeſty cauſed 

him to be ſo ſecretly and ſtraitly kept, that the Eng- 

liſh ambaſſador could get no intelligencefor what cauſe 

he was apprehended, until that the queen did ſhew 

him herſelf, that upon his complaint, to ſatisfy the 
queen her good fiſter, ſhe had cauſed to apprehend © 
the ſaid Ruxbie, who ſhould be delivered ſo ſoon after 

— —_ as it ſhould pleaſe her fiſter to ſend for 

But as this Mr. Ruxbie was ſecured, ſo was the 
complaint made againſt him kept ſecret. For her ma- 

jeſty was adviſed to appear altogether ignorant of any 

of his practices againſt her deviſed by ſecretary Cecil, 

it nok being thought her intereſt to put that ſhame uk 
onone who profeſſed fo much to be her friend. Nor | 
was it time to caſt off intelligence, ſo long as it was 

found profitable to entertain it, as it would have in- 
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deed proved, had not ſuch m 

The queen's majeſty's reckoning” Wink near run 
out, ſhe cauſed me to diſpatch for England, to be in 
readineſs to give an account of the news of her delive- 
ry to that queen; leaving a blank in her letter, to be 
filled up either with a ſon or a daughter, as it ſhould 
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pleaſe God to grant unto. her: and to require the 
queen of England to ſend hither, in her name, ſuch of 


hers as ſhe knew to be beſt inſtruments for entertaining 


good love and friendſhip betwixt them, to be gollips ; : 


as alſo to ſatisfy her concerning the moſt part of Kille- 
grew's demands. 

All the while 1 lay within the caſtle of Edinburgh, 
praying night and day for her majeſty's good and hap- 
py delivery of a fair ſon. This prayer being granted, 


I was the firſt who was thereof advertiſed, by the lady 


Bein, in her majeſty's name, to part with diligence the 
Loth of June 1565, betwixt ten and eleven in the 
morning. By twelve of the clock 1 took horſe, and 
was that night at Berwick. The fourth day after, I 
was at London ; and did firſt meet with my brother 
Sir Robert, who that ſame night ſent and advertiſed 
ſecretary Cecil of my arrival, and of the birth of the 


prince; deſiring him to keep it quiet till my coming to 
court, to ſhew it myſelf unto her majeſty, who was 


for the time at Greenwich, where her majeſty was in 
great mirth, dancing after ſapper. But ſo ſoon as the 


feeretary Cecil whiſpered in her ear the news of the 


prince's birth, all her mirth was laid aſide for that 


night ; all preſent marvelling whence proceeded ſuch 


a change; for the queen did fit down, putting her 


hand under her cheek, burſting out to ſame of her 


| ladies, That the queen of Scots was mother of a fair 
ſon, while ſhe was but a barren ſtock. The _ 
morning was appointed for me to get audience. 


| r 


; chances auen WY 


* N ei r 6 1 1 
OS : SY * * R 7 v7 
N N e obs 5 „ - 2 2 
5 8 * 5 * — * 8 "I >> * 
; * 1 — 4 — * « 
; - * 
— z 4 


SIR JAMES MELVTL: 139 
wich, and were met by ſome friends who told us how 
ſorrowful her majeſty was at my news; but that ſhe 
had been adviſed to ſhew a glad and chearſul counte- 
nance: which ſhe did, in her beſt apparel, ſaying, 
That the joyful news of the queen her fiſter's delivery 
of a fair ſon, which I had ſent her by ſecretary Cecil, 
had recovered her out of a heavy ſickneſs which ſhe 
had lyen under for fifteen days. Therefore ſhe wel- 
comed me with a merry volt, and thanked me for the 
diligence Thad uſed in haſting to give her that wel- 
come intelligence. All this ſhe ſaid, before I had 
delivered unto her my letter of credence. After that 
ſhe had read it, I declared how that the queen had 
haſted me towards her majeſty, as one whom ſhe knew 
of all her friends would be moſt joyful of the glad 
news of her delivery, albeit dear bought with the peril 
| of her life, ſhe being fo ſore handled that ſhe wiſhed 
ſhe had never been married. This I ſaid by the way, 
to give her a little ſcar from marriage: for ſo my bro- 
ther had counſelled me, becauſe ſometimes ſhe boaſted 
to marry the archduke Charles of Auſtria, when any 
man preſſed her to declare a ſecond perſon. Then 1 
| requeſted her majeſty to be a goſſip to the queen; to 
which ſhe gladly condeſcended. Your majeſty, ſaid 
1, will now have a fair occaſion to fee the queen, 

| Whereof I have heard your majeſty fo oft deſirous. 
Whereat ſhe ſmiled, ſaying, ſhe wiſhed that her eſtate 
and affairs might permit her. In the mean time ſhe 
promiſed to ſend both honourable lords and ladies to 
| ſupply her room. Then 1 gave her majeſty, in my 
queen's name, moſt hearty thanks, for her friendly 
| viſiting and comforting her by Mr. Henry Killegrew. 
She enquired. if I had left him in Scotland, and what 
was the cauſe of his long ſtay. I anſwered, That the 
queen took her chamber ſhortly after his arrival, which 
Was the chief cauſe of his delay. But I had in com- 
miſſion to tell her majeſty ſomething thereabout, to 
latisfy her mind in the mean time, and to thank her 
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majeſty for the putting away of the Scots rebels out N 
of her country, albeit there were ſome reports that 
they were yet ſecretly entertained by ſome of her ſub- 
jects, though I hardly believed that any of her ſubjecte 
durſt be ſo bold, or ſo diſobedient. She affirmed they 
were out of her dominions; and if it might be other- 
wiſe tried out, it ſhould not paſs without rigorous 
puniſhment. I told her majeſty, that upon her de- 
fire, and ambaſſador's complaint, the queen had cauſ- 
ed to apprehend Mr. Ruxbie, and had ordered him to 
be delivered to her majeſty whenever ſhe ſhould pleaſe 
to ſend for him. And as concerning Oneel, ſhe had 
no dealing with him, nor knew that there had been 
any ſervant of his ſent to my lord Argyle, until Mr. 
Killegrew's coming, that ſhe cauſed to enquire at the 
ſaid earl; who acknowleged that Oneel had ſent one - 
unto — about private purpoſes betwixt themſelves; 
but that ſhe did neither ſee nor ſpeak with that man, 
nor had any dealing with any man in Ireland, 
Her majeſty ſeemed to be well ſatisfied with the 
matters of Ireland, and concerning Mr. Ruxbie; but 
ſne forgot to ſend for bim. Before I took my farewel 
in order to my return, I entered with her majeſty con | 
_ cerning the title: for my lord of Leiceſter was be- 
come my queen's avowed friend, and had been twice 
in hand with the queen of England a little before my 
coming, deſiring her to declare my miſtreſs next heir; 
alleging it would be her greateſt ſecurity, and cried out 
in anger, that Cecil ould undo all. Likewiſe the 
duke of Norfolk, the earl of Pembroke, and ſeveral o- 
thers, ſhewed themſelves openly her friends, after 
they underſtood the birth of the prince ; fo that her 
majeſty's matters in England were hopeful: and there- 
fore, I was adviſed to ſay unto her majeſty, That 1 
was aſſured ſhe had "ra delayed the declaring the 
queen ſecond perſon, only till ſhe might ſee ſuch e 
er of her body as now God had graciouſly grant- 
ed * intreating — that fair-offered 5 


lf ia it 5 
in England, as in Naeh 8 Jeled to 7 chat | 
matter out of doubt 4 and the rather, becauſe chat the * 
| queen my miſtreſs would never ſeek any place or richt 
in England, but by her majeſty's fayour and further- 
ance. She anſwered, That the birth of the prince was 
a great ſpur to cauſe the moſt Mcilful lawyers in Eng · 
land to uſe greater diligence in trying out that matter, 
which ſhe eſteemed to belong moſt juſtly to her good 
ſilter, and that ſhe wiſhed from her heart that it ſhould + 
be that way decided. I replied, That at my laſt being 
with her, I found her majeſty upon the ſame terms; 
but that as I had brought her good news from the 
queen, I was very deſirous to be ſo happy as to carry +» 
home with me unto her majeſty the good tidings of 
that ſo long delayed declaration... She anſwered, She +» 
was reſolved to ſatisfy the queen in that matter by 
thoſe noblemen. ſhe. was reſolved to. ſend into Scot- 
land, for the baptiſm of the prince. All this I per- 

ceived to be but ſhifts, and ſo took my leave, becauſe 
my brother was to remain there, The next day her 
majeſty ſent unto me her e vith the preſent. of a 
fair chain. * 
My brother gave me he advice of her majeſty's 3% 
friends, together with his own inſtruftions. how to i 
proceed after my coming home, as followeth : _- 
“ Firſt, That he is in ſuch ſuſpicion for his hands 
« ling there, by the advertiſements of Mr. Ruxbie, and 
practices of her enemies, that her majeſty muſt. ſig» vy 
e nify to Mr. Killegrew, that ſhe is minded ſhortly to 
* call him home, elſe he fears he ſhall be commanded | 
to return. i 
« Secondly, That het majeſty require the earl 21 3 
Leiceſter and, ſecretary Cecil to be ſent to be her 
" gollips, as fitteſt inſtruments to perfect all articles 
* and good offices of amity betwixt them. 4 
© Ttem, That Mr, Killegrew be well treated — 6 
12 rewarded, that he may make good report, to hold 
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off diſcord, that intelligence may apagianey. 5 
« deſire him to declare unto the earl of Leiceſter and 
« ſecretary Cecil, that it cannot ſtand with good 
" friendſhip, to be ſo long fed with fair words without 
« effec. 
, That her majeſty caſt not off the earl of 
5 Northumberland, albeit as a fearful and facile man 
« he delivered her letter to the queen of England; 
: 2 neither appear to find fault with Sir Henry Percy as | 
« yet, for his dealing with Mr. Ruxbie, which he 
« doth to gain favour at court, being upon a 9 | 
faction to his brother the earl. 
Item, That Mr. Ruxbie be well kept, and ſent 
« far north to ſome ſecure part, that he give no 
& haſty intelligence; for he hath already written un - 
«© to ſecretary Cecil, by Sir Henry Percy's 2 
7 ance, that he can diſcover ail your practices and | 
„ ſecrets, 
"Det my lord Argyle entertain Oneel as of him · 
6 ſelf, the queen not appearing to know thereof. 
« The ſecretary Cecil deviſed ſtrange practices a- 
gainſt the meeting; which becauſe my lord of Lei - 
, 66 1 — diſcovered unto the queen his miſtreſs, Cecil 
„ ſtirred up the earl of Suſſex to forge a quarrel a- 
Mas _gainſt him: but the queen took the earl of Leiceſ- 
4 ter's part, and finally agreed them, and alſo Lei- 
« ceſter and Ormond. 
. ]tem, That her majeſty ſhould write two letters 
with Mr. Killegrew to my brother; the one, that 
« he might ſhew unto the queen of England ; the 0- 
« ther, that he might ſhew unto the ſecretary Cecil, 
te Item, To advertiſe my brother what he ſhould 
« do more for my lady Lenox, 5 barry might 
% do much good. 
« Now to conclude : ſeeing the great mark which 
« her majeſty ſhoots at, let her majeſty be more care- 
c ful and circumſpect, that her deſires being ſo. near 
N to be obtained, be not all overthrown for lack of 
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« ſecrecy, good an at, and princely behaviour, 


E having ſo many fadtious enemies lying in wait to 


40 8 of the leaſt appearance ns 


© can be made.” 
Shortly after my coming home, Mr. 


Killegrew the 


Engliſh ambaſſador obtained his diſpatch, with a 


friendly anſwer to his contentment, and a fair chain ; 
and with him her majeſty ſent theſe two letters fol- 


lowing, to my brother, by his own advice, that he 


might take occaſion to let the queen of England ſee 
the one, and Mr. Cecil the other, partly to ſerve to 


put ſome doubts out of their minds, engendered by 


Mr, Ruxbie's advertiſements; for, as I have ſaid, the 


biſhop of Roſs made the ſaid Ruxbie's addreſs to the 


queen: for neither he nor the earl Bothwell deſired 
her majeſty's affairs to proſper under my brother's ma- 


nagement, becauſe he was not of their faction; ſo 


that by their means Ruxbie got that intelligence as put 
all her majeſty's affairs once in a venture, until my 


brother's extraordinary intelligence from ſuch as were 


moſt intimate with the queen of England, made him 
to cauſe apprehend the ſaid Ruxbie, with his whole 
letters and memoirs, as ſaid is. So are many good 


princes handled, and commonly their trueſt ſervants 


decourted by the envy and craft of their factious 


enemies; for wicked men, who have loſt their credit 


by trumpery and tricks, whereby they get no place to 
do good ſervice to princes, eſſay to creep into their 
favour by, wiles, flattery, and other unlawful means, 


whereby they may decourt ſuch as ſurmount them in 


virtue and honeſt reputation. Her Oe" letter 
FF ²—ꝛ˙Ü | BOL, 


y Truſty and Well-beloved, we greet you well. 
« Whereas your brother James hath told us of the 
_ © friendly and faithful advice given unte you and him 
9 © by ſecretary Cecil, toward the continuation of the 


« anity detwixt the * our * lſter and us, 
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40 « tending. 4 to e our own | : 
. thong ht m eat to ſend th 1 5 ? 
ct th WW him heartily In our name, and pr: 5 unto ? 


& him our meaning and! Intention, as you find oppor- 
unity, touching the three points that he did men 
« tion at that time: 
« The firſt, as we underſtand, tonching our w. 
. « Fardlinefs to them of the rho! ion; the ſecond, 
touching ſtrict juſtice to be ferred upon the bor 
ders; the third, that we will endeavour by no o- 
ec ther means to come to the ſucceſſion of the crown 
“ of England, but by the favour and forthſetting of 
“ our good ſiſter. 
« As to the firſt, you "ſhall anſwer in our name, 
That fince our return out of France, we have nei. 
ce ther conſtrained nor perſecuted any for cauſe of 
«- religion, nor yet minds to do; their credit with us 
e being ſo manifeſt, that they are intruſted with the 
te principal offices, ad bear the chiefeſt charges in the 
* „ kingdm, and principally imployed i in our moſt ur- 
6 gent affairs before all others. Sir Nicholas Throg- 
c morton can teſtify what he hath ' ſeen and heard at 
4 his being here thereanent, howbeit that contra 
* ry bruits are blown abroad by the malice and 
4 « pradtices of our enemies. To the ſecond, con- 
cc cerning the borders; it is moſt certain, that the 
< principal officers, on both the ſides, are "ſpecial in- 
«© ſtruments of all the diſorders, taking occaſion 
“ upon our late tronbles, when, as they perceiv- 
« ed that we might not fo well take order with them 
« as we were willing, as now when it hath pleal- 
4 ed God to grant unto us more quietneſs; deſiring 
him alſo to procure, at the queen his ſovereign's 
« hands, that the like diligence be taken for her part 
l as ſhall be ſeen uſed by us: and then we doubt not 
« but that both he, ſhe, and all other who complain, 
. 4 ſhall be ſatisfied. As to the third and laſt head; you 
f . ſhall Kew unto him the tenor of our other eter 
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SIR JAMES MELVIL. ny 
« for ſatisfaction to the queen, and our other ſriends 
« in theſe parts. So, with my friendly commendati- 
e ons to him and his wife, I commit you to the pro- 


ce tection of the Almighty. From the call of Edin- 
« burgh, this your 1366.” 


„ TRUSTY and ed we greet you well. 
% We have received great comfort and contentment 
4 by the declaration your brother hath made to us of 

ce the queen our good ſiſter's continual affection and 

« conſtant love towards us; which ſhe hath now 

« ſhewn unto you, and your brother at his coming; 

&« as alſo by her letters unto ourſelf: likewiſe for the 

« grant ſhe hath made to be our goſſip, and promiſes 

© to ſend ſo honourable a company of lords and la- 

« dies for ſolemnizing the ſame in her name; for 

“ which, in our behalf, you ſhall give her majeſty 

«© molt hearty thanks, and ſhew unto her that we de- 

&« ſire nothing to be done therein, but as may con- 
: duce beſt for her advantage, and leaſt to her ex- 
pence ; praying her always, that the principal man, 
ce whom it will pleaſe her to ſend, be ſuch a one as 
we have by long experience known to have been - 
| © moſt familiar with her, to whom we may the more 8 
& freely open our mind, and ſignify divers things 
* which we intended to have ſpoken by mouth unto. 
& herſelf, if God had granted our deſired meeting. As 
concerning Oneel, Ruxbie, and all other matters, 
* we hope that Mr. Killegrew will ſatisfy her ſuffi- 
ce ciently; and alſo how that we deſire to have no ad- 
vancement in that country, but by her only means 
and help, hoping and intending ſo to dire& our 

* courſe and behaviour toward her, as ſhe ſhall have 
( cauſe more and more to procure earneſtly and care- 
| © fully herſelf all things that may further our weal 
and advancement, in this country, that kingdom, 
or any other. In the which hope we will do our 
N « bel, to follow ſuch meaſures as may pleaſe her, and 
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cc, to mod all things that may offend ber; TOY we 


ce give our moſt ſtrict command unto you to do the 


, like, ſo long as you remain there, and wherever you 
c be about our ſervice, even as I gave you command. 


“ ment of before. Nevertheleſs, in the mean time, 
c entertain moſt kindly and diſcreetly all thoſe in that 
& country, who profeſs to bear good-will unto us and 
“e to our title; yet, in ſuch ſort, as neither you nor 
& they offend the queen our good ſiſter: and if there 
chance to come to you any haſty or ſeditious per- 
c ſons, admoniſh them gently to ceaſe ; and if they 
4 forbear not, ſhew unto them that we bo promiſed 
& to the queen to declare the names and practices of 
& ſuch unto her, and that we will not fail to do it in- 
« deed if they ceaſe not: ſo ſhall it be known, that 
& ſuch as are about to ſow diſcord between the queen, 
our good ſiſter, and us, doth it rather upon parti- 
* cular reſpects, and for their own advantage, than 
« for any deſign to * her affairs or ours.” 


Theſe kind of writings were for that time deviſed, | 


to overthrow and caſt down ſome intelligences, which 
were diſcovered by Ruxbie, and ſome reports raiſed by 


enemies, that my brother by his practices and perſua- 


ſions had kindled a great fire, and had raiſed a great 


faction in England. He did not deny but he had dealt 


with many to win what favour he could to his mi- 
ſtreſs; but that he had done nothing that could oſſend 
the queen of England, and that he had no command- 


ment to enterprize any thing which could be diſpleaſ- 


ing to her. By this means Ruxbie's intelligence was 
ſuppreſſed, and my brother ſuffered to ſtay {till in 
England; whereby the queen's friends ſo increaſed, 


that many whole ſhires were ready to rebel, and their 


captains ; named by the election of the nobi- 


5 - 
About this time her majeſty was eee by my 


brother's 8 letters „ that the el of Bedford was — his 
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SIR JAMES MELVII. 
ourney toward Scotland with an honourable companys 
as alſo the ambaſſadors of France and Savoy, for the 
baptiſm of the prince; which moved her majeſty to 
paſs to Stirling with the prince, for the ſolemnizing 
thereof. But ſhe was ſtill fad and penſive for the late 
foul act committed in her preſence ſo irreverently, ſne 
being their born queen, and thereby in hazard of loſ- 
ing the fruit of her womb. So many great ſighs ſhe' n 
bh would give, that it was pity to hear her; and few 

there were to endeavour to comfort her. 

Sometime ſhe would declare part of her grief to me; 
which I efſayed the beſt I could to aſſuage, by telling 
her, that I thought the greater multitude of friends 
that ſhe had got in England, ſhould cauſe her to for- 
get in Scotland the leſſer number of enemies and unru- 
ly offenders, unworthy of her wrath ; and that her 
excellent qualities, in clemency, temperance and for- 
titude, ſhould not ſuffer her mind to be poſſeſſed or 
ſuppreſſed with the rememberance of offences; but that 
rather ſhe ſhould bend up her ſpirit by a princely and 
womanly behaviour, whereby ſhe might beſt gain the 
hearts of the whole people, both here and in England; 
humbly requeſting her majeſty, firſt to conſult with her 

God, next with her honour, and thirdly, with her in- 

tereſt, in the eſtabliſhing of her ſtate, and in joining 

the two kingdoms in a happy monarchy, which ſhe 
knew to be ſo near effectuate in her perſon; ſeeing 
alſo the baniſhed eſtate of the offenders ſo miſerable, - 

they not having a hole to hide their head in, nor a 

penny wherewith to buy their dinner: that the moſt. 
noble natures would think them ſufficiently puniſhed ; 

that it was a comely thing for a woman to be pitiful, 

and to want vengeance, I leave it, ſaid I, madam, + 

to your own judgment, whether preſently it be more 

for your honour. and advancement of your intereſt, 
to ceaſe from any deſire or purſuit of any further re- 
venge, whereupon. may enſue more deſperate enter- 

R_ ; or to give place unto necellity and reaſon, to 
.N2 
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rule over the bealtly paſſions of the mind: for a 


Princes are called divine perſons, ſo no prince can pre- 
tend to this title, but he who draws near the nature of 
| God by godlineſs and good government, being flow to 
Vengeance, and readv to forgive. It is manifeſtly 
| known, that wiſe princes entertain no longer fend at 
their enemies, than they ſee it may be needful for the 
weal of their affairs and ſtate; and they change their 
favour and hatred according to time and occaſions, 
Your majeſty may remember, that many things might 
have been better managed : I ſpeak this with love and 
reverence, Your majeſty might have been as well o- 
beyed as ever was any king in Scotland, if you had 
taken ſuch princely care as was requiſite, You know, 
how that by your majeſty's own expreſs command- 
ment, 1 did ſhew you long before what inconve- 
niencies were like to fall out upon the grudges I per- 
ceived before the ſlaughter of Riccio ; and God is my 
witneſs, I did what lay in my power to have them 
eſchewed and prevented. And fince that time your 
majeſty hath repented that my advice was not follow- 


ed: I pray God that the like repentance fall not out 


again 100 jate. At my being in England, your ad- 
verſaries were beginning to vaunt upon vain reports, 
that our weſterly winds had blown eaſt among them; 
ſo that my brother and J had enough to do to beat it 
out of the heads of divers who were devotedly addict- 
ed to the advancement of your title. 

This communing began at the entry of her ſupper 
in her car, in French, when ſhe was caſting up great 
fighs, refuſing to eat upon any perſuaſion that my 
lords of Murray and Mar could make to her. The 
fapper being ended, her majeſty took me by the hand, 
and went down through the park of Stirfing, and came 
up through the town, ever reaſoning with me upon 


their purpoſes, And albeit fhe took hardly with them 


at the firſt, ſhe began to alter her mind, thinking fit 


that my lord of Bedford ſhould intercede for her res | 
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bels; they to be baniſned out of England and Scot- 
land during her pleafure, ſo to be by time reconciled 
to them, according to their future deportments : and 
for her part, ſhe purpoſed to proceed with ſuch a gra- 
cious government, as ſhould win the victory over her- 
ſelf, and all her competitors and enemies in time com- 
ing; which ſhe could have done as well as any prince 
in Europe. But, alas! ſhe had bad company about 
her. For the earl of Bothwell, who had a mark of 
his own that he ſhot at, as hon as he underſtood of 
her wiſe and mercifu} deliberations, he took occa- 
* to bring in the earl of Morton and his aſſociates, 
thereby to make them his friends, and by them to 
fortify his faction. For apparently he had already in 
his. head the reſolution of performing the foul murder 
of the king, which he afterwards put in execution, 
that he might marry the queen, Both which he 
brought to paſs to his own utter wreck and confuſion, 
and thereby great trouble and miſchief upon the coun- 
try; and was alſo at laſt the queen's wreck, and the 
hindrance of all our hopes in the haſty obtaining of all 
| her deſires concerning the crown of England. 
he queen's majeſty, being advertiſed that the cart 
of Bedford was come to Berwick on his journey to 
. the baptiſm, ſent me well accompanied with diligence: 
to meet him at Coldingham, to be his firſt convoy, 
and to inform him rightly of all her proceedings, and to 
overthrow all evit bruits invented by the malice of her 
adverſaries. For, as I have ſaid, it was a perverſe 
time; and the more that the mamber of her friends 
| mcreaſed | in England, the more practices her encmies 
made, and the more lies were invented againſt her. 
But the good earl gave me more credit than he did 
to any wrong report that was made. For he was at 
this time become one of the ſureſt and molt affeQionate 
friends ſhe had in England. | 
There came with him, Mr. Cary, eldeſt ſon to my 
lord of . Mr. Hatton, greateſt in favour with 
* . 
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the queen of England for the time; and one called Mr. 
Ligniſh, greateſt in favour with the duke of Norfolk; 
and a good number of knights and gentlemen of York- 
ſhire, with tbe moſt part ef the captains of Berwick, 
Her majeſty was ſufficiently informed by my brother's 
_ writing to her and me, what kind of language and en- 
tertainment was moſt proper for the carl ang: each of 
: them. | 

When all the reſt of the atcbelladors were come, 
they repined to ſee the Engliſhmen more friendly and 
familiarly uſed than themſelves. For then we had more to 
do with England than with France. And the French earl 
who vras ſent was no courtier but a ſimple man. And 


Monſieur de Morat, the duke of Savoy's ambaſſador, 


being far off, came after the baptiſm. During their a- 
bode at Stirling, there was daily banqueting, dancing, 
and triumph. And at the principal banquet there fell 
out a great grudge among the Engliſhmen: for a French- 
man ealled Baſtian deviſed a number of men formed like 
| Satyrs, with long tails, and whips in their hands, run- 

ning before the meat, which was brought through the 
great hall upon a machine or engine, marching as ap- 
peared alone, with muſicians clothed like maids, ſing- 
ing, and playing upon all forts of jofrawtots; But 
the Satyrs were not content only to make way or room, 
but put their harids behind them to their tails, which 
they wagged with their hands in ſuch * as the 
Engliſhmen ſuppoſed it had been deviſed and done in 
deriſion of them; weakly apprehending that which they 

ſhould nat have appeared to underſtand. For Mr. Hat- 


ton, Mr. Ligniſh, and the moſt part of the gentlemen, de- 


ſired to ſup before the queen and great -banquet, that 


they might ſee the better the order and ceremonies of 
the triumph: but ſo ſoon as they perceived the Satyrs 
wagging their tails, they all fat down upon the bare 


floor behind the. back of the table, that they might 
not ſee themſelves derided, as they thought. Mr. Hat- 
ton laid unto me, if it were not in the queen's pre- 
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to the heart of that 
French knave Baſtian, who he alleged had done it out 
of deſpight that the queen made more of them than 
of the Frenchmen. I excuſed the matter the beſt 1 
could: but the noiſe was ſo great behind the queen's 


back, where. her majeſty and my lord of Bedford did 


fit, that they heard, and turned about their faces to 


enquire what the matter meant. - I informed them that 


| it was occaſioned by the Satyrs, ſo that the queen and 


my lord of Bedford had both enough to do to get them 


l It fell out unhappily at ſuch a time, and the 


En gliſh gentlemen committed a great overſight to no- 
tice it as done againſt them. But my lord of Bedford 
was diſcreet and interpreted all things to the beſt. 


My lord of Bedford was rewarded with a rich chain. 
of diamonds, worth 2000 crowns; Mr. Cary with a 


chain of pearl, and a ring with-a fair diamond; Mr. 
Hatton had a chain with her majeſty's picture, and A 
ring; Mr. Ligniſh and five others of quality had-each 
of them. chains, T was commanded with many others 
to attend them towards the road. They parted all ve- 
ry well content and Fatisfied with the queen's majeſty, 
but lamented that they perceived the king ſo much 


lighted. My lord of Bedford deſired me to requeſt 


her majeſty to entertain him as ſhe had done at the be- 
ginning, for her own honour and the advancement of 
her affairs; which I forgot not to do at all occaſions, 

After the baptiſm and parting of the ambaſſadors, 
her majeſty, deſirous to put good order upon the bor- 


ders, ſent the earl of Bothwell before, who in the pur- 


ſuit of thieves was hurt. Her ma jeſty paſſed afterward 
to Jedburgh herſelf, where the earls of Bothwell and 
Huntly enterpriſed the ſlaughter of the earl of Murray, 
but the lord Hume came there with forces, and prevent- 


ed that enterpriſe, Her majeſty returned by the Merſe, 
and defired to, fee Berwick afar off, where ſhe was ho- 


noured with many ſhots of artillery; and Sir John Foſter 


warden upon the Engliſh border came and conferred 
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with her majeſty for keeping of good order. And the 
mean time while he was ſpeaking with her majeſty on 
horſeback, his courſer did riſe up with his foremoſt legs, 
to take the queen's horſe by the neck with his — 
dut his feet hurt her majeſty's thigh very ill. Incon- 
tinent the warden lighted off his horfe, and ſat down 
upon his knees craving her majeſty's pardon ; for then 
all England did much reverence her. Her majeſty made 
him to rife, and ſaid that ſhe was not hurt, yet it com 
pelled her majeſty to tarry two days at the caſtle of 
Hume until ſhe recovered again. The king followed 
her about whitherſoever ſhe rode; but got no good 
countenance; ſo that finding himſelf ſlighted, he went 
to Glaſgow, where he fell fick; it being alleged that 
de had got poiſon from ſome of his ſervants” 
In the mean time the earl of Bothwell ruled all at 
court, having brought home the baniſhed lords, and 
packed up a quiet friendſhip with the earl of Morton. 
After her majeſty's return to Edinburgh, ſhe recon- 
eiled the earls of Huntly, Bothwell, Argyle and others, 
From that her majeſty went to Stirting to fee the prince, 
and returned again to Edinburgh, whither the king was 
afterward bronghtand lodged i in the Kirk- field, as a place 
of good air, where he might beſt recover his health. 
But many ſuſpected that hy earl of Bothwell had fome 
enterpriſe againſt him, few durſt advertiſe him, becauſe he 
told all again to ſome of his own ſervants, who were 
not all honeſt. Yet lord Robert earl of Orkney told him, 
that if he retired not haſtily out of that place, it would 
coft him his life; which he told again to the queen; and 
my lord Robert denied that ever he ſpoke it: this ad- 
vertiſement moved the earl of Bothwell to haſte for- 
ward his enterpriſe. He had before laid a train of 
powder under the houſe where the king did lodge, and 
in the night did blow up the ſaid houſe with the pow- 
der; but it was ſpoken that the king was taken forth, 
and brought down to a ſtable, where a napkin was 
Ropped in his mouth, and he therewith ſuffocated. 
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| ery body ſuſpecded the earl of Bothwell, and thoſe 
ihe dart ſpeak freely to others ſaid plainly that it was 
he, Whereupon he drew together a number of lords 
of his dependers to be an aſſize, which cleanſed and 
acquitted him ; ſome for fear ; ſome for favour, and 
the greateſt part in expectation of advantage. This 
way being aſſoilzied, he remained {till the greateſt fa- 
vourite at court. My lord of Murray was retired from 
| the court ſeveral days before. Her majeſty kept her 
chamber for a while. I came to the door the next 
morning after the murder; and the earl of Bothwell 
faid that her majeſty was ſorrowful and quiet, which 
occalioned him to come forth. He ſaid the ſtrangeſt 
accident had fallen out which ever was heard of, for 
thunder had come out of the ſky, and had burnt the 
king's houſe, and himſelf was found dead lying a little 
diſtance from the houſe under a tree. He defired me 
to go up and ſee him, how that there was not a hurt 
por a mark on all his body. But when I went up to 
ſee him, he had been taken into a chamber, and kept 
by one Alexander Durham; but 1 could not get # 
hght of him, | 
The bruit began to riſe that the queen would marry 
the earl of Bothwell, who had fix months before mar- 
ned the earl of Huntly's fiſter, and that for this defign 
he was reſolved to part with his own lady. Whereat 
every good ſubject who loved the queen's honour and 
the prince's ſafety, had ſore hearts, thinking thereby 
her majeſty would be diſhonoured, "and the prince in 
danger to be cut off by him who had ſlain his father. 
But few or none durſt ſpeak in the contrary. Yet my 
lord Herreis a worthy nobleman came to Edinburgh 
well accompanied, and told her majeſty what reports 
were going through the country of the earl of Both- 
well's murdering the king, and how that ſhe was to 
marry him, requeſting her majeſty moſt humbly upon 
his knees to remember her honour and dignity, and 
n e eee 
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if ſhe married the ſaid earl, with many other great 
perſuaſions to ſhew the utter wreck and inconvenien · 
eies would be thereby occaſioned. Her majeſty appear - 
ed to wonder how theſe reports could 8⁰ abroad, ſeeing, 
as ſhe ſaid, there was no ſuch thing in her wind; He 
begged her majeſty” s pardon, and prayed her to take his 
honeſt meaning in a good part. And immediately took 
his farewell, fearing the earl of Bothwell ſhould get no- 
tice thereof; he had fifty horſe with him for the time, 
and canſed each of them to buy a new ſpear at Edin- 
burgh, and ſo rode home. 
I was reſolved to have faid as ad to her majeſty; 
but in the mean time there came a letter to me from 
one Thomas Biſhop a Scottiſhman, who had been long 
in England, and was a great perſuader of many in 
England to favour her majeſty's title. He uſed oft to 
write unto my brother and'me informations and adver- 
tiſements. At this time in his letter to me, he uſed e- 
ven the like language that my lord Herreis had ſpoken, 
but more freely becauſe he was abſent in another coun- - 
try. He adjured me to ſhew the ſaid letter unto her ma- 
jeſty, declaring how it was bruited in England that her 
majeſty was to marry the earl of Bothwell, who was | 
the murderer of her huſband, who at preſent had a wife | 
of his own, a man full of all vice; which reports he 
could not believe, by reaſon that he judged her ma - 
Jeſty to be of far greater knowlege, than to commit ſuch | 
a groſs overſight, ſo prejudicial every way to her in- 
tereſt, and the noble mark he knew ſhe ſhot at: ſeeing 
if ſhe married him, ſhe would loſe the favour of God, 
her own reputation, and the hearts of all England, 
Ireland and Scotland, with many other difuafions and 
examples of hiſtory, which would be tedious to re- 
hearſe. I had been ſome days abſent, but upon receipt 
hereof, I went to court to ſhew this letter to her ma- 
Jeſty, proteſting that ſhe would take it in good part. 
After that her majeſty had read the ſaid letter, ſhe 
gave it me again without e ſpeech: but called 
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cad ſecretary: Lidington, and told him that IL had 
ſhewed her a ſtrange letter, deſiring him alſo to read it. 
He aſked what it could be. She anſwered, à device of 
his own, tending to the wreck of the earl of Bothwell. - 
He took me by the hand, and drew me aſide to ſee the 
faid letter; which ales he had read, he aſked what 
had been in my mind, for, ſays he, ſo foon as the earl 
Bothwell gets notice hereof, as I fear he will very ſhort- 
ly, he will cauſe you to be killed. I ſaid it was a fore 
matter to ſee that good princeſs run to utter wreck, and 
no body to be ſo far concerned in her as to — 
ber of her danger. He ſaid I had done more honeſtly 
than wiſely; and therefore I pray you, ſays he, retire 
diligently before the earl of Bothwell comes up from 
his dinner, Her majeſty told him at her firſt meeting, 
having firſt engaged him to promiſe to do me no harm. 

Notwithſtanding whereof I was enquired after, but was 
flown and could not be found till his fury was ſlacked: 
for I was advertiſed there was nothing but ſlaughter 
in caſe J had been gotten. Whereat her majeſty was 
much diſſatisfied, telling him that he would cauſe her 
be left of all her ſervants; whereupon he renewed his 
engagements that I ſhould recetve no harm; whereof. 
I being advertiſed, I went again unto her majeſty, ſnew- 
ing her that ſhe had never o much injured me as by 
thinking that I had invented the ſaid letter, aſſuring her. 
that it came from the faid Thomas Biſhop, and that 
albeit it had not come from him, I thought it my du- 
ty to have freely told her majeſty my opinion in all re- 
verence and humility, which was contained in the faid) 
letter; but I found ſhe had no mind to enter _ 
this ſabj ect. ä 

Shortly after her majeſty 1 went to Stirling; aol in ber 
back coming betwixt Linlithgow and Edinburgh, the 
earl of Bothwell rencountered her with a great compa-- 
ny, and took her majeſty's horſe by the bridle; his 
men took the earl of Huntly, the ſecretary Lidington 
and me, and carried us captives to Dunbar: all the 
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Huntly, the juſtice clerk, and divers others being fit- 
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reſt were permitted to go free. . | 
well boaſted he would marry the queen, who would or 
who would not; yea whether ſhe would herſelf or not. 
Captain Blackater, who had taken me, alleged that it 
was with the queen's own conſent, The next day in 
Dunbar I obtained permiſſion to go home. Afterward 
the court came to Edinburgh; and there a number of 
noblemen were drawn together in a chamber within the 
palace, where they all ſubſcribed a paper, declaring that 
they judged it was much the queen's intereſt to marry 
Bothwell, he having many friends in Lothian and upon 
the borders, which would cauſe good order to be kept, 
And then the queen could not but marry him, ſeeing 
he had raviſhed her and lain with her againſt hier will, 
I cannot tell how or by what law he parted with his 
own wife, fiſter to the earl of Huntly. 
A little before this the earl of Murray had defired 

liberty to go to France. The ſecretary Lidington had 
been long in ſuſpicion, abſent from court, and was 
brought in again, by my brother Sir Robert's perſua - 
hon, for the great credit and handling he had with ma- 
ny noblemen in England favdurers of her majeſty's ti- 
tle: albeit that he had as great credit himſelf; yer he 


would not follow the cuſtom of ambitious courtiers 


who would engroſs all to themſelves, unwilling to ſuf- 
fer a companion. He knew alſo that he was ſuſpected, 


- becauſe the carl of Bothwell was not his friend. Thus 


Lidington was again brought in; but not long after, the 


earl of Bothwell thought to have ſlain him in the 


queen's chamber, had not her majeſty come betwixt 
and faved him: but he fled the next day-and tarried 
with the earl of Athole. As for me I was not oft at 


court but now and then, yet I chanced to be there at 
the marriage. When I came that time to the court, 1 
found my lord duke of Orkney ſitting at his ſupper, who 


welcomed me, ſaying, I had been a great ſtranger, de- 
firing me to ſit down and ſup with him; the earl of 
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ting at table with him. I ſaid 1 had 8 ſupped. 


hen he called for a cup of wine and drank to me, 


ſaying, you had need grow fatter, for, ſays he, the 
zeal of the commonwealth- hath eaten you up, and 
made you lean, I anſwered, that every little member 
ſhould ſerve for ſome uſe, but the care of the com- 
monwealth appertained moſt to him, and the reſt of 
the nobility, who ſhould be as fathers of the ſame.- I 
knew well, ſays he, he would find a pin for every bore. 
Then he fell in diſcourſing with the gentle women, ſpeak- 
ing ſuch filthy language, that they and J left him, and 
went up to the qn_y who . poo much Kannen 
at my coming. 


The marriage was SW, at th: . in Holy: 47, 


rood-houſe, after ſermon by Adam Bothwell biſhop of 
Orkney, in the great-hall where the council uſed to ſit, 


according to the order of the reformed religion, and 


not in the chapel at the mals, neee mar- 


riage. 


After the 1 bis hs was carl of Bothwell, . 


now duke of Orkney, was very earneſt to get the 


prince in his hands; but my lord of Mar, who was a 
true nobleman, woul# not deliver him out of his cuſto= 
dy, alleging that he could not without conſent of the 


three ſtates: yet. he was ſo frequently crofſed by ſuch 
as had the authority in their hands, that he was there- 


by put to a great ſtrait. And after that he mattle divers 


refuſals, among others he made his moan to me, pray- 


ing me to help to fave the prince out of his hands who = 


had flain his father, and had already made his vaunt a- 
mong his familiars, that if he re get him once in his 


hands, he would warrant him from revenging his fa- 


ther's death, I aſſured his lordſhip, he ſhould want no 
aſſiſtance I was capable to give: he deſired to know if I 
| could propoſe any outgate. I anſwered that I was inti- 

| mately acquainted: with Sir James Balfour, and that I 
knew how matters ſtood between Bothwell and him, 


namely may were ſome jealouſies ariſen betwixt them, T 
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which I thought, if rightly managed, might be "Oe d 
for the prince's fafety. I alſo told him that the ear] 
intended to have the caſtle ont of bis hands; for the 
eart and he had been mn e and he wes : 
alſo very great with the queen, ſo that the cuſtody of 
the caſtle of Edinburgh was committed to him: but 
afterward he would not confent to be preſent, nor 
take part with the murderers of the king, whereby he 
came in fufpicion with the eart of Bothwell, who would 
no more credit him, ſo that- bv would have had the 
caſtle out of his hands, to have committed the 
thereof to the laird of Beinfton. I told his lordſhip he 
might make this one of his excuſes, that he could not 
deliver the prince till he ſhovld ſee a ſecure place to 

keep him in. And upon the other hand, when I re- 
turned to Edinburgh, I dealt with Sir hates Balfour not 
to part with the caſtle, whereby he might be an inſtru- 
ment to fave the prince and the queen, who was ſo 
diſdainfully handled, and with ſuch reproachful language, 
that in preſence of Arthur Areſkine, I heard her aſk for 

a knife to ſtab herſelf, or elſe faid ſhe, I ſhall drown my 
ſelf. Now, fays I, to Sir James Balfour, there is no 
ſecurity for you to be out of ſuſpicion, but to keep the 
caſtle in your own hands, and fo to be the good in- 
ſtrament, both of ſaving queen and prince, and in af- 
ſiſting the nobility, who are about to crown the prince, 
and to purſue the earl of Bothwell for the king's mur- 
der. I told him, that unleſs he took part with them, 
he would be holden as guilty of the faid murder, by 
reaſon of his long familiarity with the earl of Bothwell: 
that it was a happy thing for him, that the ſaid earl was 
in ſuſpicion of him; aſſuring him that J had intelli- 
gence, by one who was of the earl of Bothwell's coun- 
cil, to wit, the laird of Whitlaw, captain of the caſtle 
of Dunbar, that the earl of Bothwell was determined to 
take the caſtle of Edinburgh from him, , and make the 

laird of Beinſton, one Hepburn, captain thercof, and | 
then to put the — keeping. 
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— gies ear to my propoſition, and 
' conſented to help to purſue the murderers, upon condi- 

tion that the laird of Grange would engage upon his 
honour to be his protector, in caſe afterward the no- 


bility ſhould alter upon him : for he, and moſt of 
them, had formerly run contrary courſes, ſo that he 
durſt not credit them. 
The earl of Mar being hereof from me advertiſed, 
by his brother Alexander Arelkine, who was true and 
careful of the prince's ſafety, coming ſecretly to me at 
midnight ; for the days were dangerous for all honeſt 
men : Now, my lord of Mar being continually re- 
_ quired and threatened to deliver the prince out of his 
hands, at length granted, (only to drive off time) 
upon condition that an honeſt reſponſible nobleman. 
ſhould be made captain of the caſtle of Edinburgh, the 
only ſecure place of keeping the prince in. This an- 
ſwer was thought fit to aſſuage the preſent fury, until 

the nobility might convene to purſue the murderers, 
and to crown the prince, as they had already conclud - 
ed at a ſecret meeting among themſelves; which was 
not kept fo private but that one of the ſaid lords gave 
advertiſement thereof to the earl of Bothwell, how that 
they were minded to environ the palace of Holy-rood- 
houſe, and therein to apprehend him. Whereupon 
he forgot enquiring after the prince, being only now 
concerned how to ſave himſelf : therefore he fled out 
of Edinburgh to the caſtle of Borthwick, from that to 
the caſtle of Dunbar, taking always the queen with 
him where-ever he went. 

All Scotland cried: ee eee the 
king; but few of them were careful how to revenge it, 
till they were driven thereto by the crying out of all 
other nations againſt all Scottiſhmen, where · ever they 
travelled, either by ſea or land. Among other princes, 
the king of France ſent hither to his ambaſſador Mon- 

ſieur le Croc, a grave, aged, diſcreet gentleman, ad- 
vanced by we houſe of Guiſe, n 0 
ö 
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ſing his wonder, that ſuch a foul murder being com- 
mitted upon the perſon of a king, ſo ſew honeſt ſub- 
jects were found to find fault with the ſame, far leſs to 
ſeek after any trial, or ſee the fame puniſhed. Where. 
upon the lords who had the enterprize in hand were 
haſted forward to take arms; and in the mean time 
they obliged themſelves, by a writing under their 
hands, which they delivered to the ſaid Monſieur le 
Croc to ſend to the king his maſter, that they ſhould 
do their utmoſt diligence to try out the authors of 
that foul murder of their king: and, in the mean 
time convened to the number of 3000 men, and came 
to Edinburgh, and there ſet out a proclamation of 
their juſt quarrel. Alſo ſundry libels were ſet out both 
in rhime and proſe, to move the hearts of the whole 
ſubjects, to aſſiſt and take part in fo good a cauſe. 
Il be earl of Bothwell having the queen in his com- 
pany convened a greater number out of the Merſe and 
Lothian, and out of all parts where he had intereſt or 
friendſhip. Her majeſty's proclamation was not well 
obeyed: and fo many as came had no hearts to fight 
in that quarrel. Yet the earl of Bothwell marched 
forward out of Dunbar toward Edinburgh, taking the 
queen with him. The lords again with their com- 
pany went out of Edinburgh on foot, with an earneſt 
deſire to fight. Both armies lay not far from Car- 
| berry: the earl Bothwell's men camped upon the hill, 
in a ſtrength very advantageous; the lords cncamped 
at the foot of the hill, And albeit her majeſty was 
there, I cannot call it her army: for, many of thoſe 
who were with her were of opinion, that ſhe had. in- 
telligence with the lords, eſpecially ſuch as were in- 
formed of the many indignities put upon her by the 
earl of Bothwell, ſince their marriage. He was ſo 
beaſtly and ſuſpicious, that he ſuffered her not to paſs 
one day in patience, without making her ſhed abun- 
dance of tears, Thus part of his own company de- 
teſted him; other part of them believed that her ma- 
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would fain have been quit of him, but thought d 
In the mean time the laird of Grange did ride about 


the hill with 200 horſemen, who came there with 
Drumlanrig, Cefsford and Coldingknows, thinking to 


be betwixt the earl of Bothwell and Dunbar, and was 


minded to make an onſet that way, which was plain, and 

that in the mean time, that the lords ſhould come up the 

hill to the part where their adverſaries were encamped. 
When the queen underſtood that the laird of 


range was chief of that company of horſemen, ſhe 


ſent the laird of Ormiſton, to deſire him to come and 


W ſpeak with her under ſurety; which he did, after he 
W had acquainted the lords with her deſire, 250 had ob- 
| tained their permiſſion. As he was ſpeaking with her 
| majeſty, the earl of Bothwell had appointed a ſoldier 


to ſhoot him, until the queen gave a cry, and ſaid that 
he would not do her that ſhame, ſeeing ſhe had pro- 


miſed that he ſhould come and return ſalely. He was 
= declaring unto the queen, that all of them were ready 


to honour and ſerve her, upon condition that ſhe 


would abandon the earl of Bothwell, who had murdcr- 
| ed her huſband, and could not be a hoſband” unto her, 
= who had but lately married the earl of Huntly's alder. 


The earl of Bothwell hearkened, and heard part of this 
language, and offered the combat to any who would 
maintain that he had murdered the king. The laird 
of Grange promiſed to ſend him an anſwer ſhortly 


thereunto. So he took his leave of the queen, and 


went down the hill to the lords; who were content 
that the laird of Grange ſhould' fig ht with him in that 


| quarrel ; for he firſt offered bimſelf, and acquainted 


Bothwell, that he would fight with kim upon that quar- 
rel. The earl of Bothwell anſwered, that he was 
neither earl, nor lord, but a baron; 1 ſo was not his 
equal. The like er made he to Tullibardine. 


Then my lord Lindſay offered to fight him; which 
be could not well refuſe: but his heart failed bim, | 
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and he grew cold in the buſineſs, Then the que 
ſent again to the laird of Grange, and ſaid _ 
that if the lords would do as he had ſpoken to her, ſhe 
ſhould put away the earl of Bothwell, and come unto 
them, Whereupon he aſked the lords, if he might 
in their name make her majeſty that promiſe ; which 
they commiſſioned him to do. Then he rode up 2. 
gain, and ſaw the earl of Bothwell part ; and came 
down again, and aſſured the lords thereof. They de- 
fired him to go up the hill again, and receive the 
queen: who met him, and ſaid, Laird of Grange, 
render myſelf unto you, upon the conditions you re- 
hearſed unto me, in the name of the lords. Where. 
upon ſhe gave him her hand; which he kiſſed, leading 
ber majeſty's horſe by the bridle down the hill, unto 
the lords ; who came forward and met her. 
I) be noblemen uſed all dutiful reverence; but ſome 
of the raſcals cried out againſt her deſpightfully, till 
the laird of Grange and others, who knew their duty 
better, drew their ſwords, and ſtruck at. ſuch as did 
ſpeak irreverent. language; which the nobility well al 
lowed of. Her majelty was that night convoyed to 
Edinburgh, and lodged in the midſt of the town, in 
the provoſt's lodging. As ſhe came through the | 
town, the common. people cried out againſt her ma- 
jeſty at the windows and ſtairs ; which was a pity ta 
hear. Her majeſty again cried out, to all gentlemen 
and others, who paſſed up and down the ſtreets, de. 
claring how that ſhe was their native princeſs, and that 
fhe doubted not but all honeſt ſubjects would re- 
| ſpect her, as they ought to do, and not ſuffer her to 
be abuſed. - Others again evidenced their malice, in 
ſetting up a banner or enfign, whereupon the king 
was painted lying dead under a tree, and the young 
prince, upon his knees, praying, © Judge and re- 
ͤvenge my cauſe, O Lord.” That fame night it was 
alleged, that her majeſty did write a letter unto the 
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keepers, - to convoy it ſecurely to Dunbar, unto the 
ſaid earl, calling him her Dear Heart, whom ſhe ſhould 


never forget nor abandon, though ſhe was neceſſitated 


to be abſent from him for the time ; ſaying, that ſhe 


had ſent him away only for his Gly, willing him to 


be comforted, and be upon his guard: which letter 
the knave delivered to the lords, though he had pro- 


miſed to the contrary... Upon which letter, the lords 
took occaſion to ſend her to Lochlevin to be kept : 


which ſhe alleged was contrary to promiſe. They, on 


the other hand, affirmed, that by her own hand- writing 
ſhe had declared, that ſhe had not, nor would not a- 


bandon the earl of Bothwell, Grange again excuſed 


her, alleging ſhe had in eſſect abandoned the ſaid earl; 


that it was no wonder that ſhe gave him yet a few far 
words, not doubting but if ſhe were diſcreetly hand- 


led, and humbly admoniſhed what inconveniencies 


| that man had brought npon her, ſhe would by degrees 


be brought, not only to leave him, but erelong to de- 
teſt him: and therefore he adviſed to deal gently with 
her. But they faid, that it ſtood them upon their 


lives and lands, and that therefore, in the mean time, 


they behoved to ſecure her; and when that time came 
that ſhe ſhould be known to abandon and deteſt the 


earl Bothwell, it would be then time to reaſon upon 


the matter. Grange was yet ſo angry, that had it 
not been for the letter, he had inſtantly left them: 

and, for the next beſt,. he uſed all poſſible diligence to 
make her and them both quit of the ſaid earl, cauſing to 
make ready two ſhips to follow after him, who had fled 


to the caſtle of Dunbar, and from thence to Schetland. 


In the mean time her majeſty ſent a letter tothe laird of 
Grange, lamenting her hard uſage, and ſhewing him that 
promiſes had been broken to her. Whereunto he an- 
ſwered, that he had already reproached the lords for 
the * who ſhewed waited a letter ſent by her 


| unto the earl of Bothwell, promiſing, among many o- 
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5 ſpect of her ſubjects, nor have that obedience paid her 
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forget him; which had ſtopped his mouth, marvelling 
that her majeſty conſidered not, that the aid earl could 

never be her lawful huſband, being ſo lately before 
married with another, whom * had deſerted without 
any juſt ground, although he had not been fo hated for 
the murder of the king her huſband: and therefore he 
requeſted her majeſty to put him clean out of mind, 
ſeeing otherwiſe ſhe could never get the love or re- 


which otherwiſe ſhe might expect. It contained many 
other loving and humble admonitions, which made her 
bitterly to weep : for ſhe could not do that fo haſtily, 
which proceſs of time might have accompliſhed. 
Now the laird of Grange's two ſhips being in readi- 
neſs, he made fail toward Orkney ; and no man was 
ſo frank to accompany him as the laird of Tullibar- 
dine, and Adam Bothwell biſhop of Orkney. But the 
earl was fled from Orkney to Schetland : whither alſo 
they followed him, and came in fight of Bothwell's 
ſhip; which moved the laird of Grange to cauſe the 
{ſkipper to hoiſe up all the ſails : which they were loth 
to do, becaufe they knew the ſhallow water thereabout, 
But Grange fearing to miſs him compelled the mari- 
ners; ſo that for too great haſte, the ſhip wherein 
| Grange was did break upon a bed of ſand, without 
loſs of a man. But Bothwell had leiſure in the mean 
time to fave himſelf in a little boat, leaving his ſhip |} 
behind bim: which Grange took, and therein the 
laird of Tallow, John Hepburn of Boũton, Dalglerſth, 
and divers others of the G's ſervants, Himſelf fled 
to Denmark, where he was taken, and kept in ſtrait 
priſon; wherein he became mad, and died miſerably. 
But Grange came back again with Bothwell's ſhip and 
ſervants, who were the firſt who gave information of 
the manner of the murder; which the lords thought 
| fit to let the king of France underſtand, and of their 
- diligence, according to the promiſe Walle by them? 
| ny lord of Murray had obtained liberty to — in- 


did foreſee the great trouble like to enſue, The reſt 

of the lords enterprizers, after they had ſecured the 
queen in Locklevin, began to conſult how to get her 
majeſty counſelled to demit the government to the 


prince her ſon; and, for that effect, they dealt firſt 


| with my brother Sir Robert, becauſe he was ſometimes 
allowed acceſs to her majeſty : and after that he had 
refuſed flatly to meddle in that matter, they were 
minded to ſend the lord Lindſay, firſt to uſe fair per- 
| ſuaſjons, and in caſe he could not ſpeed that way, 
they were reſolved to enter in harder terms. The 
earls of Athole, Mar, and ſecretary Lidington, and 
the laird of Grange, who loved her majeſty, adviſed my 
brother to tell her the verity, and how that any thing 


ſhe did in priſon could not prejudge her, being once 


again at liberty. He anſwered, he would give no 

ſuch advice as coming from himſelf, but he ſhould 
tell it as the opinion of thoſe he knew to be her true 
friends, - But ſhe refuſed utterly to follow that ad- 
vice, till ſhe heard that the lord Lindſay was at the 
new houſe at the ſhore coming in, and in a very boaſt- 
ing humour: and then ſhe yielded to the neceſſity of 
the time, and told my brother that ſhe would not ſtrive 
with them, ſeeing it could do her no harm when ſhe 


was at liberty, So at my lord Lindſay's coming, -ſhe 
ſubſcribed the ſignature of renunciation and demiſſion 


of the government to the prince, and certain lords, 


named in the ſaid ſignature, to be regents to the prince 
and country; her majeſty deſiring my lord Murray, 


who was abſent in France, to be the firſt regent. 
This being paſt, the lords concluded to crown the 
prince; and ſent letters to France to the earl of Mur- 
ray to come home. In the mean time there were a num- 
ber of lords convened at Hamilton, as my lord Hamil- 
ton, my lord Paiſley, John Hamilton biſhop of St. An- 
drew's, my lord Fleming, Boyd, and divers others, to 
Whom the lords, who were to crown the prince, would 
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to France ſhortly after the murder of the king; for he 


vened to come to Stirling, and be preſent at the aid 
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have ſent me commiſſioner. Which commiſſion at the 
firſt I refuſed; but afterwards I accepted thereof, at 
the advice of ſecretary Lidington, the laird of Grange, 
and other ſeeret favourers of the queen, who judged it 
very fit that the whole country ſhould be joined toge. | 
ther in quietneſs ; fearing that in caſe civil wars en- 
tered among them, it might endanger her majeſty's 
life: for it was judged that thoſe who were at Hamil. 
ton appeared to kan to the queen, 
At my coming to Hamilton, I told them my com- 
miſhon in the name of the other lords, how that the 
king being murdered, all neighbour nations cried out 
upon the whole kingdom, but eſpecially the king of 
France, and the queen of England ſollicited them to 
enquire after, and. puniſh the murderers : how that 
they had found that it was the earl of Bothwell, and 
ſome of them who had aſſiſted him, who were puniſh- 
ed; and what was paſt ſince thereupon was known to 
the whole country: that the queen's majeſty had de- 
mitted ove? the government to the prince her fon, 
_ Whom they were minded to crown ſhortly ; whereof 
they thought ſit to warn all the nobility, as being re- 
ſolved to prejudge no nobleman of his rights, titles or 
, prerogatives ; requeſting them who were there con- 


coronation, for retaining their own privileges, the 
peace and quiet of the' whole - Some of the 
younger lords anſwered, and ſaid, that they would not 
believe that the queen's majeſty had demitted the go- 
vernment; and if ſhe had done it, it would be found 
for to ſave her life. But the biſhop, who had more 
experience than they, reproved them, and ſaid that 
thoſe noblemen had dealt very reaſonably and diſcreet- 
ly with them. So be drew the reſt aſide to adviſe, 
and then returned and gave me this anſwer: 
We are beholden to the noblemen who have 
© ſent you with. that friendly and diſcreet commiſ- 
“ ſion; and, following their deſire, we are ready to 


SIR JAMES MELVIIL. r6y 
s concur with them, if they give us fufficient ſecurity 
| & of that which you have faid in their name; and in 
« ſo doing, they gave us occafion to conſtru the beſt 
« of all their proceedings paſt and to come : $0 that if 
&« they had acquainted us with their firſt enterpriſe of 
« puniſhing the murder, we ſhould heartily have ta- 
& ken part with them. And whereas now we are here 
« convened, it is not to purſue or offend any of them, 
« but to be upon our own guards, underſtanding of ſo 
« great a concourſe of noblemen, barons, burroughs, 
© and other ſubjects: for not being made 1 to 
| © their enterprize we thought fit to draw ourſelves to- 
4 gether, till we ſhould fee whereto things would turn.“ 
When I returned back to Stirling and declared this 

anſwer, it was judged ſatisfactory by all wife and ho- 
neſt-hearted men; but others ſaid, that however they 
| minded to do, I had painted out a fair ſtory for them, 
and in their favours: So that I perceived them already 
divided in factions and opinions. For fo many of our 
= lords as leaned to England deſired not the ſtability of 
our ſtate; others had particular prejudices and defigns 
| againſt the Hamiltons, and expected to get them ruin- 
ed, to gain advantage to themſelves by fiſhing in trou- 
bled waters; ſo that the Hamiltons were ill uſed; for 
they would fain have agreed with the reſt, but their 
friendſhip and ſociety was plainly refuſed at this time, 
and they not permitted to come to the coronation, 
nor yet to take inſtruments that they ſhould: not be 
prejudged in any fort; which occaſioned great trouble 
afterward in the country. For they perceiving them- 
ſelves caſt off, and their friendſhip and aſfiſtance refu- | 
ſed, endeavoured for their own ſecurity and defence to 
draw in other noblemen and barons to join with them, 
who had not as yet joined with the other lords, and 
therefore were the more eaſily drawn upon that ſide, - 
(and theſe were afterward called the queen's lords) 
| when they were convinced of the bad uſage the Ha- 
miltons had received. e 
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L have before related that my lord Murray was writ. 
ten for to come home; and ſo ſoon. as he came to Lon 
don the lords were thereof advertiſed, who deſired me 
to ride and meet him at Berwick, and ſhew him hoy 
that the office of regent was appointed for him. 
Which journey I accepted with the better will, in that 
ſome friends, who were beſt inclined, thought meet to 
give him good counſel in due time. My commiſſion 
from the lords was to inform him of all their proceed- 
ings, and of the preſent eſtate, and to deſire him to do 
nothing without their knowlege with the queen: for 
they feared that he might carry himſelf with that"mild. 
neſs toward her, as to oblige her to believe he intend- 
ed ſome time to releaſe her; and that he would not 
run ſo hard a courſe Wk her, as ſome of them 
would had him to do. Another part of the ſaid lords 
(that did ſtill bear a great love unto the queen, and 
had compaſſion upon her eſtate, and who entered upon 
that enterpriſe only for ſafety of the prince, and pu- 
niſhment of the king's murder, as the earl of Mar, 


the earl of Athole, the ſecretary Lidington, the lairds 


of Tullibardine and Grange) ſent Their inſtructions 
with me to my lord of Murray, praying him in their 
name to behave himſelf gently and humbly unto the 
queen, and to procure ſo much favour for her as he 
could. Not that they would adviſe him to forget any 
part of honeſt duty to the lords, ſo long as they kept 
touch with him; but that in caſe they, or any part of 
them, would be offended at him afterwards for the 
refuſal of ſome caſuality, benefice, or the like, they 
would come to themſelves again, ſeeing the queen 
and him in ſo good terms, leſt he ſhould ſet her at li- 
berty upon account of their miſbehaviour. And fur- 
ther, that her majeſty being now free of ill company, 
and: of a clear wit and princely inclination, was be- 
ginning already to repent her of many things palt, 
and time might bring about ſuch occaſions as they 
ſhould all wiſh her at liberty to rule over them; and 
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that in that caſe, he would not loſe by his diſcreet and 
friendly behaviour to her. He appeared much to re- 
liſh this advice, but he ſeemed ſomewhat refractory of 
accepting the government, refuſing it plainly at firſt, 
albeit I was informed by ſome of his company, that 
he was right glad when he underſtood firſt that he was 
to be regent, There came home with him a French 
ambaſſador of my acquaintance, ' who was ſent to ſee 
how matters paſt, to comfort the captive queen, and 
to intercede for her; but he did it very ſlenderly : for 
he ſaid to the lords, he came not to offend any of them, 
alleging that the old band and league betwixt France 
and Scotland was not made with any one prince, but 
betwixt the eſtates of the two kingdoms, and with 
thoſe who were commanders over the country for the 
time. 5 1 1 | 

After that my lord of Murray had met with all his 
friends, he granted to accept the government. But 
when he went to ſee the queen in Lochlevin, inſtead 
of comforting her, and following the good counſel he 
had gotten, he entered inſtantly with her majeſty in re- 
proaches, giving her ſuch injurious language as was 
| like to break her heart. We, who found fault with 
that manner of procedure, loſt his favour. The in- 
juries were ſuch, that they cut the thread of love and 
credit betwixt the queen and him for ever. 

You have heard how that the lords who were in 
Hamilton were caſt off, and refuſed to be accepted in - 
to ſociety with the reſt, againſt the opinion of the few- 
eſt in. number, though the wiſeſt men and leaſt fa- 
ctious. But the worlt inclined and manyeſt votes ob- 
tained their intent, Whereupon the lords who were 
refuſed to be brought unto friendſhip drew themſelves 
together in Dunbarton, under the pretext to procure 
by force of arms the queen their ſovereign's liberty, 
and banded themſelves together againſt the king's 
lords; which they would not have done, if they could 
| have been accepted in «Id with the reſt, Albeit ® 
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their public profeſſing their intention of pending theit 


lives for the queen's liberty pat her majeſty's life in 
greater danger, fo long as the was captive in the hands 


of the contrary party, and was at length her majeſty's 
utter wreck. For the hope that ſhe had to get friends 


and favourers cauſed her to uſe means to eſcape out of 
Lochlevin too haſtily, ere the time was ripe enough 
to recover again the hearts of the ſubjects, who were 
yet alienated. For albeit my lord regent was riporous, 
he was flexible, and might have been won through 
proceſs of time by her wiſdom, and the intereſt of her 

friends. The tenor of their bond Was as + 


* FORASMUCHAS ee the queen's 
majeſty our ſovereign to be detamed at preſent at 
Lochlevin in captivity, wherefore the molt part of 
her majeſty's lieges cannot have free acceſs to her 
highneſs; and ſeeing it becomes us of our duty to 
ſeek her liberty and freedom: We earls, lords and 
| barons under ſubſcribing, promiſe faithfully to uſe 
the utmoſt of our endeavours by all reaſonable means 
to procure her majeſty's liberty and freedom, upon 
ſuch honeſt conditions as may ſtand with her ma- 
5 jeſty's honour, the common weal of the whole 
“ realm, and ſecurity of the whole nobility, who 
« at preſent have her majeſty in keeping; where- 
by this our native realm may be governed, ruled 
and guided . by her majeſty and her nobility, for 
the common quietneſs, the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
and weal of the country. And in caſe the noble- 
men who have her majeſty at preſent in their hands 
refuſe to ſet her at liberty, upon ſuch reaſonable 
© conditions as faid is, in that ole we ſhall employ 
our ſelves, our kindred, friends, ſervants, and par- 
takers; our bodies and Bees, to ſet her highneſs at 
liberty, as faid is; and alſo to concur to the pu- 
« niſhment of the Wander of the king her majelty's 
« haſband; and for ſure * of the perſon 
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«. of the prince, as we ſhalt anfiver to God, and on 


e our honours and. credit: and to that effect ſhall 


e concur every one with other at our utmoſt power. 


« And if any ſhall ſet upon us, or any of us, for 


« the doing as aforeſaid; in that caſe, we promiſe 


% faithfully to eſpouſe one another's intereſt, under 
« pain of perjury and infamy, as we ſhall anfives to 


« God. In witneſs whereof, we have ſubſcribed theſe 


1 proents withour hand, Dunbarton, the day of 
St, Andrews, Fleming. 
Argyle. Herris. 
Huntly. Skirling. 
Arbroath. Kilwonning. 
Galloway. Will. Hamilton of 
Roſs. ' Sanchar, knight, 


"hint ware ale! Gfiaiorhinided thine: 


ſelves together, and afterward all thoſe who were male- 


contents, or had any particular queſtions, claims, or 


fends with any of the king's lords, drew to theſe new 


confederates, hoping by time to win their intent a- 
gainſt their adverſaries, in caſe their faction might pre- 
vail, And ſome drew to bath the factions, who neither 
defired to fee the kirk nor country many ſtabliſhedeſtate. 
The court of England, on the other hand, left no- 


thing undone to kindle the fire, and to furniſn both 


the factions with hope of aſſiſtance in cafe of need. 
For oft times by their ambaſſadors ordinary who were 


reſident here, they upon ſome new occaſion would 


| ſend in another openly to deal with the king's fa- 
ction, becauſe it was ſtrongeſt and greateſt; and un- 
der-hand to deal with the queen's faction, and al- 
that her majeſty's anthority was only lawful. No 
man can tell this better than I, who. was fo long well 
acquainted with all the: ambaſſadors who were ſent to 
Scotland, — pam France in queen 
T 2 
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Mary's time; as with Mr. Randolph, Sir 


Throgmorton, Mr. Dayſon, Mr. —— and: the 


marſhal of Berwick. .Among the which number Sir 
Nicholas Throgmorton dealt moſt honeſtly and plain · 
ly, for he ſhot at the union of the whole iſle in one mo- 
narchy; and thought that ir only conſiſted in the per- 
ſons of two for the time, to wit, the queen, and the 
king her fon. And when he ſaw Mr. Randolph go a- 
bout to ſow diſcord, he declared the ſame to my bro- 
ther and me, and deteſted him for his deviliſh intent 
and dealing: yea he deteſted the whole council of 
England for the time, and told us friendly what rea- 
| ſoning they held among themſelves for that effect, to 
wit, how that one of their greateſt counſellors propo- 
ſed openly to the reſt, that it was needful for the wel- 
fare of England to folter and nouriſh. with ſome help 


the civil wars, as well in France, Flanders, as Scot- 


land, whereby England might have many advantages, 


and be ſought after by all parties, and in the mean 
time live at reſt and gather preat riches themſelves. 
This advice and propoſition was well allowed of by 
moſt part of the council, yet one honeſt counſellor 


Rood up and ſaid, that it was a very worldly advice, 


and had little or nothing to do with a chriſtian com- 
monwealth, nor yet would it be found profitable in all 

points, Firſt he faid, it is worldly and not godly ; ; 
for though I grant, ſaid he, that France, which is ſo 
potent 'a kingdom, if it knew its own ſtrength might 


ſuppreſs all its neighbours, and therefore would be ſo 


| handled; yet even there the fire would die out incon- 
_ tinent, except the prince of Condé were better fur- 
niſned and helped. As for Flanders, he faid, that the 
trouble was prejudicial to England, becauſe by the 
wars in Flanders, England's great traffic of merchan- 
dize is hindered, whereby they have greateſt gain. 
for Scotland, he ſaid it was againſt their weal 10 hold 
them in diſſenſion, ſo long as my lord of Murray was 
* who was their friend, * 
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counſelor affirmed that to be true; but if my lord, 
Murray were dead, Scotland behoved likewiſe to be 
kept in hot water. Which concluſion was commonly 
followed afterward, and was ſoon diſcovered by the 
wiſeſt of our country who were not factious; but too 
| late by the reſt of the raging multitude, who through - 
proceſs of time were ſo battered one againſt, another, 
ere the play was ended, that they would have _ 
one anothes Wich sie ast . ; 
Now Woo of Murray want the 80 
vernment upon him, preſſed to have the ſtrengths in 
his hands, as the eaſtles of Edinburgh, Dunbar and 
Dunbarton. The caſtle of Edinburgh was ſtill in the 
hands of Sir James Balfour, who had aſſiſted the no- 
blemen who had purſued the murder, and now took 
plain part with them, and likewiſe aſſiſted the new 
made regent. Yet he deſired to have the caſtle out of 
his hands; which he was content to deliver up upon 
| condition that the laird of Grange ſhould be made cap- 
tain thereof, upon the conſtancy of whoſe friendſhip he 
repoſed molt; which was eaſily granted by the regent, 
and all the reſt. After this, the other ſtrengths were. 
alſo rendered to him. Then he took great pains to 
teal ſecret roads upon the thieves on the. borders, 
tending much to the quieting thereof. He likewiſe) 
held juſtice ayres in the in-country: but was not ſo 
diligent as he might have been in ſettling the differences. 
among the nobility, and to draw them, by a ſweet and 
diſcreet equitable behaviour, to the obedience of the 
| king's authority. Which might have been eaſily done, 
if they had gotten ſecurity for their perſons and eſtates. 
But ſuch as were about him, having their own ambi- 
tious and covetous ends, connkclled hin otherwiſe, 
thinking by the wreck of others io make up them 
| ſelves, They were ſo blinded by their aſſections and 
| greedy appetites, that they thought all would ſucceed. 
* according 4. their deſires, without any 
CE 
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under the name of authority, deviſed how! a7 ring 
queen's majeſty out of Lochlevin to be their head be. 
fore the time was ripe; whereof the regent was of: 
and frequently warned, even by divers who were u- 
pon the counted] of her out-taltingy-who deſired that 
way to wivthanks-at his hands. But he would: credit 
nothing, but ſuch things as came out of the mouths, 
of thoſe who had crept inte his fa vont by flattery. 
In the mean time the queem was convoyed ont of 
| Fochlevin by George Douglas the-laind's: brother, and 
the regont's half brother, who was for-the time in ſome 
evil terms wick them. The old lac his mother was 
alſe thought to be upon the council. | My lord Seaton 
aud ſome of the houſe of Hamilton, and divers of 
| dependers, received her majeſty at dg 
out of the loch, and oonvoyed her to Hamilton. 
-' The regent being for the time at Glafpow hokling 
juſtice ayres, proclamations and: miſſives were inconti- 
nently-ſent abroad: by: both fides to convene: fo many 
a would act for them in the country. A French am- 
baſſudor was come to Edinburgh ten days before, cal · 
led Monſieur de Beaumont; knight of the order of the 
Cockle, ' whom. Þ ha@ convoyed to Glaſqow, and had 
to him a fight of the queen while captive. 
Ne ſt id to me, that he never did ſee: fo many men ſo 
fucddenly convenect; for he rode to Hamilton to the 
queen, and dealt between. the parties for peace, but 
was not heard. Her majeſty was not minded to fight, 
nor hazard battle, but to go unto the eaſtle of Dun- 
barton, and endeavour by little and little to: draw home 
again urito her obedience the whole fubjedts. | Ent the 
biſhop of St. Andrews, and the houſe of Hamilton, 
and the reſt of the lords there convened; finding them- 
ſtlves in number fur beyond the: other party, would 


needs hazard a battle, thinking thereby to overcome 


ſome os were — — — 


to draw on 4 meeting for.concord, by the means of 


— by the throwing piſtols at him after they had 


the ſame; therefore ſhe: preſſed them ſtill to convoy 
her to Dunbarton, /and had ſant me: word: with tha 
French ambaſſador the fame morning before the hattle, 


ſecretary Eidingtow and the laird of Grange: and 
for her part ſhe would fend the lord —— 


vrite a. letter to me —— * that ſame 


effect; nh nen 


| there was no Hr. 


— u r. 


except the laird of Grange, Alexander Hume of Man- 


derſton, anck ſome borderers to the number of 200. 


The laird of Grange had: already viewed the ground, 


and with. alk imaginable diligence cauſed every horſe» 
man to take behind him a footman of: the regent's ta 


guard behind them, and rode with ſpeed; to the head 
of the Lang · ſide bill, and fet: down the ſaid omen 
with, their culverius at the head of a: {trait Inne, 


here there were ſome cottage honſes and yards. oſ 


great advantage. Mhich ſoldiers, with their continual 
tot, killed Ann Ha- 
miltons, who conragiouſly and fiercely aſcending up 
the hill, deny out of breath when: the regent's * 
vauntguard. joined with them: Where the: worthy 
rd Hume fought: on foot with his pike in his hand 
very manfully, well aſfiſted by the laird of Cesfard bis | 
brother-in-law, who: helped him up again, when he 

was ſtrucken to the: ground: with many ſtrokes ; 


He was alſo wounded with. ſtaves, 
an ha many. rex. of ſpears. W 


theirs; which — — thick mixed in ot 

Jacks, that ſome of the piſtols and — gl = 
_ were thrown Wr 
ſeen lying upon the ſpears. 


| but few Cain and taken, And the only ſlaughter was 
at. Rl —— by the 2 of the Een which 


vas Ur et; 
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pont he queen's fide, Aid commands | 


ed the battle; and the lord of Arbroath: the vaunt- 


on the other part the regent led the battle; 


and the earl of Morton the vauntguard. But the re- 
gent committed to the laird of Grange the ſpecial care, 5 


as being an experimented captain, to overſee every dan- 


ger, and to ride to every wing, to encourage and make 


help where greateſt need was. He perceived, at the 
firſt joining, the right wing of the regent's vauntguard 
put back, and like to fly, whereof. the greateſt part 
were commons of the barony of Renfrew ; whereupon 


he rode to them, and told them that their enemy was 


already turning their backs, requeſted them to ſtay 
and debate, till he ſhould bring them freſh men forth 
of the battle, Whither at full ſpeed he did ride a- 
lone, and told the regent, that the enemy were ſhaken, 
and flying away behind the little village, and defired 
a few — of freſh men to go with him. Where 
he found enough willing, as the lord Lindſay, the 
laird of Lochlevin, Sir James Balfour, and all the re- 

gent's ſervants, who followed him with diligence, 
and reinforeed that wing which was beginning to fly; 
which freſh men with their looſe weapons ſtruck the 
enemy in their flanks and faces, vhich forced them 
incontinent to give place and turn back, after long 


| Sighting and puſhing others to and fro with their 


ſpears. There were not many horſemen to purſue af- 
ter them; — 5 on ſave and not to 
kill; and Grange was never cruel, ſo chat there were 


— 
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great fear that-ſhe never reſted till ſhe was in England, 
- thinking herſelf ſure of refuge there, in reſpect of the 
fair promiſes formerly made to her by the queen of 
England by word to her ambaſſadors, and by her own 
hand-writ both before and after ſhe was captive in 
Lochlevin. But God and the world knows how ſhe 


vas kept and uſed; for not only ſhe refuſed to ſee her; 


of whom ſhe-appeared ſo oft ſo deſirous of a fight and 
a meeting, but alſo cauſed to keep her priſoner, and 
at length ſuffered her life to be taken away, or elſe it 


Abe deen of thei beatles 1 | 
rage, which ſhe had never done before, and took ſo 


was ſubtilly taken againſt her intention. This puts 


me in remembrance of a tale that my brother Sir Ro- 
dert told me: the time that he was buſieſt dealing be- 
twixt the two queens to entertain their friendfhip, and 
draw on their meeting at a place near York, one Baſ- 
ſinton a Scotſman, who had been a traveller, and was 
learned in high ſciences, came to him and faid; Good 
gentleman, I hear ſo good a report of you that I love 


you heartily; and therefore cannot forbear to-ſhew you, 


how that all your upright dealing and honeſt travel 


will be in vain: for whereas you believe to obtain ad- 


vantage for your queen at the queen of England's 
hands, you do but loſe your time and your travel: for 
firſt they never will meet together, and next there will 
never be any thing elſe but diſſembling and ſecret ha · 
tred for a while, 3 nn. and utter 
My brother an- 
ſwered, he liked not to hear of ſuch deviliſh news, nor 


wredk/to.our-queen from: 
yet would hecimany fort exedit them, as being falſe, 


ungodly,” and unlawful for chriſtians to meddle with. 


Baſſinton anſwered, good Mr. Melvil, entertain not 
that harſſr opinion of me. I am a chriſtian of your 


own religion, and fear God, and purpoſe never to caſt 
my ſelf on any of the unlawful arts that you mean; 
but ſo far as Melancton, who was a godly theologue, 
bath declared lawful, and written concerning the na- 
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e eee e in di- 
vers chriſtian univerſities, in the which, as in all other 
arts, God gives to ſome lefs and to others clearer know - 
lege ; by the which knowlege I have attained to un- 
derſtand, that at length the kingdom of England ſhall 
of right fall to: the <rown of Scotland; and that at this 
inſtant there are ſome barn who ſhall bruik lands and 
beritages in England, But alas, it will coſt many their 
lives, and many bloody battles will be fonght ere 
things be ſettled or take effect: and by my knowlege, 
ſays he, the Spaniards will be helpers, and will take a 
part to themſelves for their ou ule be 
loath to leave again. 
After that the queen's majeſty had demitted the go- 
vernment when ſhe was captive in Lochlevin, im fach 
manner as is rehearſed, my lord of Murray being the 
| Kilt af the regents, of whom I have faid ſomething al- 
ready; I intend naw to fallout ſor th, and ſhew @ part 
of his proceedings, and to begin where I left, n her 
majeſtys retreat to England. 
After the battle of Langſide, eee 
me country, and took up the eſcheats and houſes of 
thoſe who had aſſiſted at the faid battle, and cauſed to 
eaſt down divers of theii houſes, n Be * lands 
to his fervants and dependers. 

1} The council of Englmd: — nic Seite) 
the ferretary Cecil, they knew what kind of men had 
moſt credit about him for the time, and thereupon took 
_ eccafion to deal with the leaſt honeſt, moſt ambitions 
and covetous. of that number and: ſociety, who bad 
joined and banded; themſelves together to aſſiſt each o- 
ther, whereby to advance themſelves, and to diſgrace 
all ſuch true and honeſt men as had aſſiſted and helped 
him in all his former-troubles. 'This ſort of men were 
ſoon and corrupted to move the regent to 
— — — before 
the que and council of England, to the great diſho- | 
e cn ts For ä 
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Pa, chokes nd jad cus 6 tents he queen; 
who had fled to England in hope of getting ſhelter, and 
the aſſiſtance which had been ſo oft promiſed her both 
before and after her captivity in Lochlevin, was very 
deſirous to have ſome colour and pretext, whereby the 
might make anſwer to the ambaſſadors of lady prin. 

ces, who reproached her for her unkindly and un- 
princely proceedings therein. 

Becauſe the moſt part of thoſe who had the regent's 
ear were gained to this opinion, and the number few 
who were of a contrary mind, he went forward to 
England, accompanied with the ent 'of Morton, the 
lord Lindfay, the laird of Lochlevin, the 'biſhop of 
Orkney, the abbot of Dunfermling, Mr. James Macgil, 
Mr. Henry Balnaves, Mr. George Buchanan, the laird 
of Pitarrow, George * biſhop of Murray, Mr. 
John Wood the regent's ſecretary, a great ringleader, 
Mr. Nicholas Elphinſton, ſecretary Lidington, Alexan- 
der Hay, Alexander Hume of Northberwick, the lain 
of Cleeſh, with divers other barons and gentlemen, 
who went there to ſee the faſhion, ſome to wait upon 
the regent and lords, and ſome, who could not get the 
_ regent diſſuaded Yom this extreme folly at home, went 
with him to England to ſee if by any affiſtance of ſuch 
as were friends there to the union of the iſle and to 
the title of Scotland, he might be ſtayed from that ac- 
cuſation. For thoſe who were the queen's lords, who 
came there to defend the queen's part, had no credit 
nor familiarity with the chief faction in England con- 
 cerning the title, nor durſt open their minds but to 
ſuch as by long acquaintance they were well affured of 
their honeſty and ſecrecy. The names of the queen's 
lords were, the lord Herreis, the lord Boyd, the lord 
Fleming, the lord Livitiſtdn, the 'biſhop' of Roſs, and 
ſome others, with my brother Sir Robert, who attended 
to do all the good he could, 

The duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suſſex, and ſeve- 
ra} other comſellors were ſent down to York to bear 
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2 and be 1 judges b 
the king and queen's lords. 

The firſt day of meeting, * * of Norfolk f "gg 
quired that the regent ſhould make homage in the 
king's name to the crown of England, thinking he 
had ſome ground to demand the ſame, ſeeing the (aid 
| regent there to plead his cauſe before the. council of 
England. Whereat the regent grew red, and knew 
not what to'anſwer; but ſecretary Lidington took up 
the ſpeech, and ſaid. That in reſtoring again to 
« Scotland the lands of Huntington, Cumberland 
ce and Northumberland, with ſuch other lands as 
ce Scotland did of old poſleſs i in England, that ho- 
«© mage ſhould gladly be made for the faid lands: 
« but as to the crown and kingdom of Scotland, it 
« was freer than England had been lately, when it 
« 5 ago St. Peter's penny to the pope.” D. 

It appeared {till that the duke drave of time with 
us, as having no inclination to enter upon the terrors 
of accuſation. What was in his head appeared after- 
ward; but he was long in a ſuſpenſe with whom to 
deal: for he thought (as he afterward ſaid) he neither 
did ſee honeſt men nor wiſe men. At laſt he reſolved 
to enter in conference with ſecretary Lidington, to 


whom he ſaid, © that before that time he had ever 


_ 4 afleamed him a wiſe man, until that now he came 
<. before ſtrangers to accuſe the queen his miſtreſs, as 
“if England were Judge over the princes of Scotland. 

« How could we find in our hearts to diſhonour our 
© king's mother, or how could we anſwer afterward 
„for what we were doing, ſeeing it tended to ha- 
e zard the king her ſon's right to England, intend- 

“ ing to bring his mother's honeſty in queſtion? It 
te had been rather the duty of you her ſubjects, ſays 
c“ he, to cover her imperfections, if ſhe had any, re- 
< mitting unto God and time to puniſn and put order 
© thereto, who is the only judge over princes.” Li- 


— as he might well . . and de- 
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clared he came there to endeavour to ſtop the ſaid ac- 
cuſation, which the Jaird of Grange, and divers others, 
had endeavoured to do in vain, before the regent's 
coming out of Scotland: and that now he would be 
glad of any help to hinder that ſhameful deliberation, 
of the regent's, puſhed thereto by a company of gree- 
dy, raſh and careleſs counſellors, the moſt part of them 
his enviers and ſecret. enemies: praying the duke not 
to conceive ſuch an evil opinion of him; but requeſt- 
ing him to draw the regent apart, and enter with him 
upon thoſe terms which afterward the regent | would 

ew him, and he ſhould amplify and ſet it out the beſt 
he could. The duke asked, if the regent would keep | 
ſecret? and being thereof ao: by Lidington, the 

next day he took occaſion to enter into diſcourſe with 
the regent, about their firſt friendſhip and familiarity 
contracted at Leith during the ſiege, and helping to 
put the Frenchmen out of Scotland. Then, after that 
the regent had promiſed ſecrecy, and aſſured him that 
their firſt friendſhip ſhould ſtand till the end of his life, 
the duke began to declare, how © that he would be a 
4 faithful ſubje& to the queen his miſtreſs ſo long as 
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& ſhe lived; but that ſhe was too careleſs what might 


« come after her about the well and quiet of her 
E& country: though it was the intereſt of the kingdom 
of England more to notice the ſame, by determin- 
ing the ſucceſſion, to prevent troubles that might 
«© otherwiſe enſue. That they had divers times eſſay- 
ed to do ſomething therein at every parliament, but 
© that their queen had thereat evidenced a great diſ- 
ce content, and hindered the ſame, ſhewing thereby that 
6 ſhe cared not what blood was ſhed after her for the 
© right and title of the crown of England, which con- 
ſiſts only in the perſons of the queen and king of 
„Scotland her ſon; which had been put out of doubt 
ere then, if matters had not fallen out ſo unhappily at 
© home; and yet he, and other noblemen of England, 
* as fathers of the country, were minded to be care» 
| N 2 
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« ful thereof, watching their opportunity. But that 
ce they wondered what conld move him to come there 

&« and accuſe his queen: for albeit ſhe had done, or 
“ ſuffered harm to be done to the king her hu- 
4 ſhand, yet there was reſpect to be had to the prince 
4 her ſon, upon whom he and many in England had 
« fixed their eyes, as Mr, Melvil, who had been late 
« ambaſſador there could teſtify. He therefore wiſhed 
 & that the queen ſhould not be accuſed, nor diſhonour- 
„ ed for the king her ſon's cauſe, and for reſpodt to 
« the right they both had to ſucceed to the crown of 
England.“ And further the duke ſaid, © I am ſent to 
c hear your accuſation ; but neither will I, nor the 
«© queen my miſtreſs, give out any ſentence upon your 
& accuſation. And that yon may underſtand the ve- 
_ © rity of this point more clearly, you ſhall do well 
the next time that I require you before the council 
a to give in your accuſation in writing; to demand 
e again my miſtreſs's ſeal and hand -writing (before 
cc you ſhow your folly) that in caſe you accuſe, ſhe 
« ſhall immediately convict, and give out her ſentence 
4 according to your probation; otherwiſe, that you will 
not open your pack: which if her majeſty ſhall refuſe 
4 to grant unto you, which undoubtedly ſhe will do, 
& then aſſure yourſelf that my information is true, take 
© occaſion hereupon to ſtay from further accuſation.” 
- The regent took very well with this advice of the 
duke's, and kept it ſecret from all his company ſave 
 Lidington and me, to whom that ſame night 
he imparted it, ſhewing. us his inclination to follow 
the ſame; in which reſolution we confirmed him, 
At the next meeting with the council, when the duke 
demanded the accuſation to be given in, the regent 
aſked for his ſecurity the queen of England's ſeal and 
hand-writing, as was before adviſed: of which the reſt 
of his faction gave Lidington the full blame, becauſe 
it drew. on a delay until the poſt was ſent to the court, 
and returned the queen's anſwer. Being come, it was 


SIR JAMES MELVIL. 1% 
told, that ſhe was a true princeſs, her word and pro» 


| | miſe would be abundantiy fafficient. - 'The' ſecretary 


Ceci}, and Mr. John Wood ſecretary to the regent, 
thought ſtrange of this manner of procedure; there- 

fore it was adviſed to defire the lords on both fides 
to go from York toward the court, that the matter 
might there be treated, where the queen. was able to. 
give more ready anſwers and replies. 

In the mean time the regent finding a 
the duke of Norfolk gave him concerning the queen 
of England's anſwer to be true, he entered further in- 
to communeation with him, and in preſence of Li- 
dington, it was agreed betwixt them as followethz 
that he in no ways ſhould accuſe the queen; that the 
duke ſhould obtain to him the queen's favoar with 4 
confirmation of the regency. The duke and he were 

to be as ſworn brothers of one religion, ſhooting con- 
_ tinnally at one mark, with the mutual intelligence of 
one anothers minds; the one to rule Scotland, the 
other to rule England to the glory of God, and weal of 
both the countries and their princes, ſo that poſterity 
ſhould report them the happicit co mee that 
ever were bred in Britain. A 147 
The duke was then the greaeſt fabje@ in Props? 
not being a free prince. For he ruled the queen, and 
all thoſe who were moſt familiar with her. He alſo 
ruled the council; and ruled two factions. in England, 
both proteſtants and papiſts, with the city of London 
and whole commons. The great men who were pa- 
piſts were all his near kinſmen, whom he entertained 
with great wiſdom and diſcretion; the proteſtants had 
ſuch proof of his godly life and erb that” 
they loved him entirely. 

The regent being een hb watery of England; 
which was for the time at Hampton-court, he was dai- 
ly preſſed to give in his accufation, efpecially by thoſe 
who were about him, when all thought ſtrange that 
he was ſo low of doing thereof, 8 

1 | 
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e by one ts hat te of 
all that had paſt betwixt the regent and the duke of 
Norfolk. For the duke by a. ſecret hand had adver- 
tiſed our queen; and ſhe again had ſhewed it to one 
of her moſt familiars, who advertiſed the earl of Mor- 
ton thereof, He took this -very ill, that the regent 
had done this without acquainting him, or any of his 
ſociety of his deſign.” But ere he, or any of his com- 
pany, would ſeem to underſtand any thing of the mat- 
ter, they laid their heads together, and cauſed Mr. 
John Wood to inform ſecretary Cecil of all that had 
paſſed, defiring him to preſs forward the accuſation, 
wherein of himſelf he was abundantly earneſt. They 
again left nothing undone for their part to effectuate 
the ſame, putting him in hope that the queen would 
| give him her hand-writing and ſeal, that ſhe ſhould 
_ convict the queen in caſe he accuſed her. Others of 
the fineſt of them perſuaded him that ſhe would never 
give her hand-writing or. ſeal for that end, putting 
him to a ſtrait to ſee what he would do in caſe he 
obtained his deſire. Mr. John Wood ſaid, © that it 
« was fit to carry in all the writs to the council, and 
« he would keep the accuſation in his hob, and 
« would not deliver it till firſt the thing demanded of 
« the queen was granted.” The reſt of the regent's 
lords and counſellors had contladed among them, that 
ſo ſoon as the duke of Norfolk, as chief of the coun- 
cil, would enquire for the. accuſation, they ſhould all 

. with one voice cry and perſuade the regent to go for- 
ward with it. 

Secretary iidington and 1 minded the regent how 
far he had obliged himſelf to the duke of Norfolk. 
He ſaid, © he would do well enough, and that it would 
« not come to that length.” So ſoon as he with his 
counſel were within the council-houſe, the duke of 
Norfolk aſked for the accuſation; the regent defired a- 
; gain the aſſurance of convidion. by writing and ſeal, 

as is ſaid. It was anſwered * * that the queen's 
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« majeſty's word, being a true princeſs, was ſufficient. 
Then all the council cried out, would he miſtruſt the 
„queen, who had given ſuch proof of her friendſhip 
« to Scotland?” The regent's council cried out alſo in 
that ſame manner. Then ſecretary Cecil aſked, if they 
had the accuſation there? yes, ſays Mr. John Wood ; 5 
and with that he plucks it out of his boſom, © but 1 
vill not deliver it, ſays he, till her majeſty's hand- 
« writing and ſeal] be delivered to my lord regent. for 
« what he demands.” Then the biſhop of Orkney 
ſnatcheth the writing out of his hand; let me have it, 
fays he, T ſhall preſent it. Mr. John Wood run aſter 
him, as if he would have taken it again. Forward 
goes the biſhop to the council-table, and gives in the 
accuſation. Then cries out the chamberlain of Eng- 
land; © well done, biſhop, thou art the frankeſt fellow 
” among them all, none of them will make thy leap- 
good; fcorning his leaping out of the laird of 
Grange s ſhip, Mr. Henry Balnaves only had made 
reſiſtance, and ealled for ſecretary Lidington, who 
waited without the council-houſe. But ſo ſoen as Mr. 
Henry Balnaves had called for him, he came in and 
whiſpered in the regent's ear, „that he had ſhamed 
« himſelf, and put his life in danger by the loſs of 
* WM good a friend as the duke of Norfolk, and 1. | 
< he had loſt his reputation for ever.” 5 | 
Ihe regent, who, by his facility, had. been brought 
to break with the duke of Norfolk, repented him« 
ſelf thereof ſo ſoon as Lidington acquainted him with 
the danger, and deſired the accuſation. to be rendered 
up to him again, alleging, he had ſome more to add 
thereto, They anſwered, © they would hold what 
they had, and were ready to receive any addition: 
«< when he ſhould pleaſe to give it in.“ The duke 
ef Norfolk had much ado to keep his countenance. 
Mr. John Weod winked upon ſecretary Ceeił; who 
imiled again upon him. The reſt of the regent s con- 
yavy HO gs upon another ;, caly en 
: 
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the council beuſe with tears in his eyes, and went to 
his lodging at Kingſton, where his e eee 
much ado to comfort him. 


| Ce a Regs — he intent, = 


received thereby great comtentment the ad- 
vantage ſhe thereby received. Firſt, ſhe thought ſhe 
had matter for her, to ſhew wherefore ſhe detaĩned the 
queen, when ſhe was challenged by the foreign ambaf-_ 
fadors upon that aceount. Then ſhe was glad of the 
queen s diſhonour; but in her mind ſhe deteſted the 
regent and all his company, and would notice him no 
more. She ſent alſo incontinent to the queen to com- 
fort her, praying her to look on herſelf in a better caſe, 
albeit for a while reſtrained of her liberty, than to be 


in Scotland, among ſo unworthy ſubjects, who had ac- 


enfed her falfly and wrongfully as ſhe was affured ; and 
that neither ſhould they be the better nor ſhe the worle 
for any thing they had done: for flie would neither be 
nor give out any ſentence thereupon; nor ſhould 
any part of the faid falſe accuſation be made known by 
ker, or her conncil, to any: praying hey to take pa- 
tence in her gentle ward, where the was nearer to get 
the crown of England ſet upon her head, is caſe of | 
her deceaſe, who was but the eldeſt ſiſter... | 
„ Thus the regent wen no other thing for his 1g 
but to be deſpiſed by the queen and council of Eng- 
land, deteſted by the duke of Norfolk, and reproached 
by his beſt and: trueſt friends, ſuffered to ly a long 
ume at Kingſton, in great diſpleafure and fear; without 
money to ſpend, and without hope to get any from the 
queen. In the mean time, the agreement betwixt him 
and the duke of Norfolk, was told the queen. For 
the cart of Morton cauſed a minifter called john Wil- 
lock, to declare what had paſſed prongs, apparel | 
the duke of Norfolk to the earl of Huntington, who- 
ng dict Leleeſier to. tell it to the queen. 


— eee, 


by the. regent,. and his diſeovered to the 
6 That b e worn the queen his mi- 
« ſtreſs ſo long as ſhe-lived, but after her deceaſe he 
«. would ſet the crbwn of England upon the queen of 
« Scotland's head, as lawful heir.” And this he a- 
vowed to ſecretary Cecil, deſiring him to go and 
prattle that language alin dard dune -The- ſecre- 
tary. Cecil anſwered, That de would be no tale · 


* teller io che queen of him, but weuld cencur with 


him in any + courſe; and ſerve him in any thing 
« wherein» he: would employ! him. He - threatened 
alſo Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, who, he 2 
would be a true and devoted ſervant to the queen: 
fo that Sir Nicholas was neceſſitated to ſeek after his 
favour, by the means of the,carts of Pembroke and 
Leiceſter, who was alſo his friend, albeit he durſt not 
| conceal from the queen that whereof the earl of Hun» 
tington had advertiſed him, Sing Ys hed defied hind 

to declare the ſame to her majetly, | 

The duke of Norfolk, underſtanding that TY winks 
purpoſes were diſcovered, ſtoed not to acknowlege to 


the queen, That dering her life-time he would ne- 
„ ver oſſend her, but ſerve and honour her, and after 


« her the queen of Scotland, as in his opinion trueſt 
4 heir, and the only means for efchewing of civil 
« wars, and great blood-ſhed that might otherwiſe fall 
« out.” Now, albeit the queen of England liked 
not that language ; yet ſhe would not appear to find 
fault with it for the time. 


Now, matters being caſt Jooſe in this manner be 


tween the regent and the duke, and the regent in 
great diſtreſs, Sir Nicholas Thregmorton being a man 


of a deep reach, and great . prudence and diſcretion, 


who bad ever travelled for the unien of this ille; af 
ter that he was agreed with the duke, and 

| that the earls of Leiceſter, Pembroke, ſecretary Ceeih, 
\ and the reſt of the: court, — were all for 
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ſpeak plain language; 
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the duke, and that the queen durſt not find fault with 
him, he deviſed and effectuated a new friendſhip be- 
twixt the regent and the duke, who was unwilling a- 
to enter with the regent; ; yet at length he ſuffer- 

ed himſelf to be perſuaded.” The lord regent, on the 
other hand, being deſtitute of all friendſhip in Eng- 
land for the time, and indigent of money, thought 
he would be very fortunate, if again he could obtain 
the duke's Friendſhip and pardon; ſo he was * 
eaſily and ſecretly unto the duke by Sir Nicholas. 
which time he granted his offence, excuſing himſel 
the beſt he could, by the craft and importunity of 
ſome of his company. The duke helped him to frame 
his excuſe, alleging, That he knew how his gentle 
nature was abuſed, by the craft and concurrence of 
* fome of the council oſ England, who had joined 
„ with ſome about him. That, if he would, for the 
« future, keep touch and be ſecret, they ſhould take a 
„ courſe with all thoſe who had drawn- on that 
« draught.” The regent promiſed as far as could 
de deviſed, fo that a greater friendſhip was packed up 
between them than ever. The duke had before told 
him, That he was reſolved to marry the queen our 


1 miſtrefs, and that he ſhould never permit her to 


& come to Scotland, nor yet that he ſhould ever re- 
© bel againſt the queen of England, during her time. 
« Alfo that he had a daughter, who would be meeter 
« for the king than any other, for many reaſons.” 
Now the duke took in hand to cauſe the queen his 
miſtreſs to give unto my lord regent 2000 pounds ſter- 
ling; for the which ſam he became cautioner, and was 
afterward compelled to pay it. 
Alter that the repent had got this money, and had 
taken his leave of the queen, he was adviſed by ſack? 
as had great credit about him, to tell the queen all 
mings that had paſſed again betwixt Me duke and bim. 
And to do it the more covertly, it was deviſed, char 
the queen of England ſhonld {end- for him, pretend 
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ing to give him ſome admonition about ſome order to 
be obſerved upon the border. This being done, and 
all things diſcovered to the queen, with a promiſe, ſo 
| ſoon as he came to Scotland, and had received any 
letters from the duke by cyphens or otherwiſe, he ſhould 
ſend them to England by an expreſs; in the mean 
time the duke wrote unto our queen, advertiſing her 
again of the new friendſhip between him and the re- 
gent, who was become very penitent, and had been 
formerly deceived by craftier men than himſelf, defiring 
her to let him paſs by without any harm done to was, 
or any in his company, by the way. | 
At that time the duke 5 over all the 
north parts of England, where the queen our miſtreſs 
was kept, and ſo might have taken her out when he 
pleaſed. And when he was angry at the regent, he 
had appointed the earl of Weſtmorland to ly in his 
way, and cut off himſelf, and ſo many of his company 
as were moſt bent upon the queen's accufation. But, 
after the laſt agreement, the duke ſent and diſcharged 
the ſaid earl from doing us any harm: yet, upon our 
return, the earl came in our way, with a great com- 
pany of horſe, to en to us that we were at | his. 
mercy. © 
After the nents ſafe return to tk Mr. Joh 
Wood his ſecretary procured, upon the firſt occaſion, 
to be ſent to England, with all the letters that had 
been ſent from the duke of Norfolk, which could tend 
to undo him, He defired Mr. Henry Balnaves to 
cauſe the regent to give him the biſhopric of Murray, 
void for the time, though he pretended it was neither 
for ambition nor covetouſneſs of the rents, but that 
he might have an honourable ſtile, to ſet out the bet- 
ter his ambaſſage. The ſaid Mr. Henry, being in- 
deed ſuch a man as Mr. John would appeared to have 
been, was very angry, and never liked him after that. 
My lord Lindfay vented himſelf, that he was one of 
the number who > gave the regent —— ſo to do, al- 
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leging, that ſuch | as were made to the dale 
of Noll for far of lie, c no wo de bre, 1 

A little after that Mr. John was come back to 
baatlund, well rewarded for his pains, the duke was 
ſent for by the queen to come to court. Whereupon 
firſt he poſted in haſte to fecretary Cecil, to demand 
his counſel; for he repoſed much upon him, they be- 
ing joined in one courſe, The other made anſwer, 
„That there was no danger; he might come and go 
« at bis pleaſure, no man would or durſt offend him: 
which made the duke ride up quietly, only with his 
own train; whereas otheriviſe he would have been well 
accompanied. In the mean time, ſecretary Cecil in- 
formed the queen, That the neceſſity of the time 
„ obliged her not to omit this occaſion, but to take 
6 the matter ſtoutly upon herſelf, and incontinent | 
& command her guard to lay hands upon the duke, or 
4 elſe no other durſt do it; which if ſhe did not at 
« this time, her crown would be in peril.“ The 
queen following this counſel, the duke was taken and 
ſecured, when he thought all England was at his de- 
votion; who, after long captivity, TG 
ing his life devoutly, in the reformed religion. | 
© Shortly after Mr. John Wood's returning out of : 

England, there was a great convention held at Perth, 
where the regent was reſolved to accuſe Sy LE 
dington, as being of counſel with the duke of Norfolk. 
But he had ſo many friends for the time, that they 


durſt not lay hands on him: albeit, from that hour 


forth, he retired: from the court, and remained witls 
the earl of Athole ; where the regent entertained him 

with friendly letters. And upon a time, being at Stir- 

ling, he wrote for him, to come and make a diſpatch 
for England; whither being come, captain Crawford 
was directed to accuſe him before the council, of 
the late king's murder; and being accaſed of fo odioas | 
N e eee ee 


4 
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Dor was allo taken Re, when he ex- 
pected no ſuch thing. 

Then my lord bf Dow ihr Py Ov" 
Grange to be upon his guard, for the regent was re- 
folved to take the caſtle of Edinburgh from him, and 
make the laird of Dramwhaſel captain thereof, Which 
advertiſement he had formerly given to Grange, as 
alio of the deſign to take the ſecretary and Sir James 
Balfour. But at the firſt he would not give credit 
| thereto; but now when he did ſee the advertiſement 

take effect, he began to think that the regent was 
| ſtrangely miſled, He would have been ſatisfied to have 
wanted the caſtle, and to have left the court, were it 
not for the deſire he had to fave the lives of ſecretary 
Lidington, and Sir James Balfour, having upon his 
honour engaged to protect the aid Sir James upon his 
tendering up the caſtle to him. He knew they were 
wrongfuliy purſued, only by the malice and envy of 
their enemies, for their offices. Sir James Balfour 
being taken, ſent unto the laird of Grange, minding 
bim how he had joined with the lords and regent, up- 
on the truſt he repoſed on his fidelity, more than on 
all their ſeals-and hand-writings which he had to pro» 
duce. Whereupon the laird of Grange ſent a gentleman 
to the regent : but the regent purged himſelf, and al- 
leged the council were ſo banded together againſt the 
ſecretary and Sir James Balfour, that it conſiſted 
not in his power to preſerve them from priſon, ſee- 
& ing they were accuſed for the king's murder, againſt 
6“ his will; but Grange ſhould know his honeſt part 
« theroof at meeting; praying him in the mean time 
te to ſuſpend his judgment.” Nevertheleſs the regent 
and his council were determined to proceed to proceſs 
the two priſoners upon their lives, till Grange ſent a- 
gain, and defired the like juſtice to be done upon the 
earl of Morton and Mr. Archibald Douglas: for he 
offered to fight with Mr. Archibald, and the lord Her- 
reis with the earl of Morton, upon that head; ©& that 
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« they were upon the council, and conſequent 
« art and part of the king's murder. This ſtayed 
their proceſs at that time." And'the regent. ſtill al 
leged, that the lords had taken them againſt his will, 
and that he. ſhould ſend Sir James Balfour to the caſtle 
of St. Andrew's, and ſhould bring ſecretary Lidington 


.to Edinburgh, and deliver him unto the laird of 
Grange to be kept. So the regent came to Edin- 
burgh, and brought the ſecretary with him, intending, 


as Grange was informed, to make the ſecretary an in- 
ſtrument to draw Grange out of the caſtle to the town 
the next morning, to receive the ſecretary to be car- 
ried up to the caſtle, and then to retain Grange alſo - 
till the caſtle ſhould be delivered unto the laird of 
Drumwhaſel to be keeper thereof, and to ſend Grange 
home to his houſe, and reward him with the priory of 
Pittenweem. | But the earl of Morton had appointed 
four men to ſlay Grange, at the entry of the regent's 
lodging, without the regent's knowlege. But Grange 


was loath yet to believe the worſt of the regent : and, 


being of opinion, that the regent's gentle nature was 
forced by the lords, as he had ſent him word ; under- 


ſtanding that they intended to carry the ſecretary to 


Tantallon, he came down out of the caſtle with a com- 


pany, and took the ſecretary out of the hands of his 


keepers, and convoyed him up to the caſtle. For he 
thought, if it were true that the regent ſaid, that he 
was forced by the lords againſt his will, to let the ſe- 


cretary be retained after that he was accuſed, the re- 


gent would be glad that he had revenged his quarrel 
upon the lords, by taking the - ſecretary out of their 
hands, whereof. he might juſtly pretend ignorance : 
and if the regent would be diſſatisfied with his carriage 
therein, it would be a certain token of his diſſimula- 
tion. In that caſe Grange thought he did a good deed 
to ſave his friend's life, and ſo he would have good 
ASTOR to believe divers e e which en 
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; heals not credit, and therefore he would be upon 
his guard in time coming. 

The regent and his counſellors, when they under- 
| Nood that Grange had taken the — to the caſile, 
were in great perplexity, ſuppoſing all their counſels 
to be diſcloſed. They knew not how to help the 
matter; but they adviſed the regent to cover his anger 
until a fit opportunity, cauſing him to go up to the 
caſtle the next morning : for he durſt truſt Grange, 
though Grange would no more truſt him. At meeting, 
the regent gave him more fair words than he was * 
to do, which Grange took in evil part. 
| After this there were many devices how to intrap 
Grange ſome time in his down-coming to the regent : 
but he was ever advertiſed, and upon his guard; fo 
as the regent loſt daily of his beſt friends, and the 
number of his enemies increaſed. For the duke of 
Chaſtleherault, (who was agreed with him by the in- 
terceſſion of the lord Herreis) when the faid duke and 
the lord Herreis came to Edinburgh, as was appointed 
at the agreement, to concur with the regent in coun- 
cil, and otherwiſe, for the quieting of the country, 
they were both warded in the caſtle, againſt promiſe, 
Which when the laird of Grange found fault with, 
Mr. john Wood ſaid, I marvel at you that you 
ec will be offended at this: for how ſhall we, who 

© are my lord's dependers, get rewards, but by bw 
. wreck of ſuch men? Yea, (ſaid Grange) is | 
4 your holineſs ? I ſee nothing among you but — 5 
< greedineſs and ambition, whereby you will wreck a 


good regent, and ruin the country.” This was 


ko before the taking of the ſecretary, and increaſed 
the hatred of a wicked ſociety againſt Grange, who, 
upon all occaſions evidenced his deteſting their ſelfiſh 
deſigns who were dependers upon the regent : which 
was one of the faults alſo they had againſt the ſecre- 
tary; as alſo, becauſe his wit ſo far excelled theirs. 
The captivity of the duke, and my lord Herreis, made 
R 5 
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many enemies to the regent, who, took the greater | 
boldneſs to conſpire againſt him, when they bee 
him to loſe and caſt, off his beſt friendss. f 
It was a grievous thing to ſee that good regent, of 
himſelf ſo well inclined to do good offices in religion 
and commonwealth, ſo led after other mens vain-pre- 
tences and ce to his on wreck, to the wreck 
of many worthy perſons, and to their ruin at length 
who led him in theſe ways. | 
Hie grew to give great ear to flatterers, __ would 
not ſuffer his true friends to tell him the verity. The 
obſervation hereof made many conjecture that his ruin 
was at hand ; and I, among others, deviſed a preſent 
remedy for his preſervation, which was this : | 
I knew that the taking Lidington to the caſtle ſank. 
deepelt in the regent's heart; and that the falſe prac- 
tices, and wreckful fetches of ſuch as had taught him 
to diſſemble, moved Grange, who had been his great. 
eſt friend, to be jealous of him; the noticing where - 
of gave ground to his enemies, to uin agtinlh 
him. i 
Firſt, -I requeſted the regent to 1 the falle 
practices that ſome about him had ſundry times uſed 
formerly to his great diſpleaſure, and to conſider that 
they occaſioned all the jealouſies and ſuſpicions that 
were fallen out between him and his friends, which 
might encourage his enemies to take ſome wicked en- 
terprize in hand againſt his perſon. To remedy this, 
I propoſed it as fit, that Lidington - ſhould go into 
France, finding caution not to return to Scotland, un- 
der the penalty of 20000 pounds, and withal giving 
his ſon in pledge for further ſecurity, and that he 
ſhould practiſe nothing againſt the quiet of the coun- 
try: and, that Sir James Balfour ſhould be ſet at li- 
berty, or baniſhed after that ſame manner; for he 
had already won the regent's familiars with great ſums 
of gold, which had ſtenched their wrath againſt him; 
which — would not do, albeit Sir Jame had 


8ER JAMES MELVIL. ito 
ſent him his advice to do as he had done: -theſe . two 
being freed, and out of the way, the laird of Grange 
ſhould deliver to him the caſtle of Edinburgh, to make 
captain thereof whom he pleaſed ; that fo the whole 
country might ſee, that all was in his power, and at 
his command. This I thought the beſt way to reduce 
again the opinion of the people, and- to ſcare-all his 
enemies from their deſperate enterpriſes. His anſwer 
was, © That he did bear no ill-will to Lidington ; 
& that he would not preſs him to go out of the 
* country: as for Sir James Balfour, he would ſet 
„ him at liberty: and for Grange he had too many 
obligations to him, and too great proofs of his fi- | 
« gelity, to miſtruſt him; that he was never minded 
« to take the the caſtle from him; and if it were out 
of his hands, he would give him the Rog n 
« of before any other.” - _ 

He denied that he had any fulpliton Ar of 
Grange or the ſecretary, and thereupon went up to the 
caſtle, and conferred friendly with them of all his af- 
fairs, with a merry countenance, and caſting in ma- 
ny merry purpoſes, minding them of many ſtraits and. 
dangers they had formerly been together engaged in. 
So far was he inſtructed to diſſemble: yet the vio- 
lence he did himſelf herein was eaſily perceived by ſuch 
who had been long acquainted with him, and had 


been his chief adviſers under God; the ſecretary by 


his wiſdom, and Grange by his e and fidelity, 
who had both ſuch notable qualities as procured them 
the envy of wicked men, who, by their continual flat- 
tery and falſe reports put them out of his favour ; and 
then, like a weak houſe, wanting his e e 
he fell. | 

Himſelf was at the firſt of a gentle nature, well in- 
clined, good, wiſe, ſtout. In his firſt upriſing, his 
hap was to light upon the beſt ſort of company: his 


beginning was full of adverſity: true honeſt men ſtuck 


by him, becauſe he was religiouſly — and de- 
| R2 


5 A * * GH. 5 : 1% l a 3 
* FP * 1 p - ; 
— — . . * 
N Lb . | 
" * k 


2 
| CIC 7 * b 2 8 UP > 
Ate IH. e 3 A ar. A 
3 : 7 N 10 7 
* 5 
-- 
* 


inclined. nme eee n flat · 
terers for their proſit drew near him, and puffed him 

up into too good an opinion of himſelf. His old true 
friends, who would reptove and admoniſh him, there- 
by loſt bis favour. I would ſometimes ſay to him, 
« That he was like an unſkilful player in a Tennis- 
« court, running ever after the ball; whereas an ex- 
* pert player will diſcern where the ball will light, 
« or where it will rebound, and, with ſmall travel, 
« will let it fall on his hand or racket,” This I ſaid, 
becauſe he took very great pains, in his own perſon, 
to ſmall effect. After that he had gotten divers adver- 
tiſemęnts of his enemies conſpiracies, yet he would 
credit nothing but what came from his own familiars, 
who told him nothing but of fair weather, and of the 
beſt government that could be, and ſo rendered him 
careleſs and ſecure: which encouraged the. good-man 
of Bodwelhaugh, called Hamilton, to ly in 
| his way, as he was paſſing through Linlithgow, who 
ſhot him, whereof he died that fame night. All 
die counſellors and familiars were alſo well adver - 
tiſed, as he was, both of the man, the place and the 
time; and yet were ſo careleſs of him, that they 
would not be at the pains to ſearch the houſe, where 
the man lay to ſhoot him, but ſuffered him to eſcape 
upon a ſpeedy horſe. I have written thus far of him, 
| becauſe every one knows not the verity how he was 
led away; and becauſe St. Auguſtine ſays, That 
&« all kind of ignorance is neither worthy of pardon 

„ nor excuſe, but only ſuch as have not the means to 
« be inſtructed, nor to get knowlege. I was ſome - 
times compelled to recite divers ſentences of Solomon 
to this good regent, (for ſo he was, and will ever de · 
ſervedly be called : ) how that © an heavy yoke was 
25 « ordined for the ſons of Adam, from the day they 
go out of theirmother's womb, till the day that they 
return to the mother of all things; from him who 
« is clothed in blue filk, and weareth a crown, even 
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to him who weareth ſimple linnen; wrath, envy, 
« trouble and unquietneſs, rigour, ade, and fear of ' 
« death in the time of reſt.” Again, © Be diligent 
ce to know the ſtate of thy flock ; for; there are ſome 
« who ſee but with other mens eyes, who hear but 
« with other mens ears; theſe muſt needs be igno- - 
cc rant: ſuch a man is commonly made a wicked in- 
* ſtrument, to fulfil- the appetites of envious, venge ; 
&« able and greedy counſellors.” And Solomon ſays, 


. That for the tranſgreſſion of ſuch wicked counſel- 


6. lors, the land changeth many princess. And a- 
gain, © The prudent man ſeeth the plague, and eſ- 
« chews it; but fools go on ſtill, and are puniſhed, 
1 Wiſdom, knowlege, and underſtanding of the law, 
« js of the lord; error, ignorance and darkneſs, are 
appointed unto ſinners for puniſhments and plagues, 
© The fooliſh will believe every thing, and the 
« mouths of fools are fed with fooliſhneſs, ” So the 
prudent will conſider his paths, and can perceive that 
ſome are counſellors for themſelves : therefore, ſays 
Solomon, © 1 wiſdom, dwell- with prudence, ” and 
can find forth the right knowlege of counſellors; as 
if he would ſay, Who have wiſdom purified with pru · 
| dence, will not be ſo eaſily carried away with flatterers, 
as a number of facil princes, who promote them above 
faithful friends and true ſervants, who reprove them 
for their unſeemly proceedings : againſt the rule of 


| Iſocrates, who admoniſheth the king © to love and | 


« retain, as his trueſt friends, ſuch as lovingly and 
2M modeſtly will correct his faults ; ” and as Plutarch 
faith unto Trajan, Follow the counſel of theſe who 
© love thee, rather than of thoſe whom thou loveſt; * 5 
and, as Theopompus, being demanded, how a prince 
ſhould beſt rule? anſwered, © In permitting his beſt _ 
« ſervants to tell him the verity of his eſtate,” A8 
the king of the people is; ſo are his officers : if the 
officers be wicked, fo is the ruler thought to be. 
« How are flatterers (aid I to the regent) fown a- 
R 3 
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, ay with your wonted humility, and who bach ye. 
"© fed you up fo, that you will not ſuffer a friendly re- 
"8 proof Says not Solomon,“ If thou ſeeſt a man 

e viſe in his own conceit, thete is more hope to be 

ce. had of a fool than of him. Exalt not thyſelf in the 

* day of honour ; for pride goeth before deſtruction, 

and an high mind before a fall? Yet hear counſel, 
and receive inſtruction; let reaſon go before every 
enterprize, and counſel before every action. When 
you followed the counſel of your old experimented 
friends, your affairs proſpered; ſince you left them, 
to follow the flattering fetches of your wonted foes, 
% (wo are now become your chiefeſt counſellors 
e ſince you have been made regent) 'your credit de- 
« cays, and all your buſineſs goes back. I did ſhew 

«you lately, coming from Drumfries, in what danger 
«© your eſtate and perſon were; to which you have 
taken little notice: which danger appears to me to 
* be ever the longer the greater, without ſpeedy re- 
* pentance, and the haſty embracing of ſuch remedies 
* as I mentioned for the time. Therefore, take this 
de better to heart, and in good part” off his hand, of 
* 

v 
10 
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© whoſe fidelity to you, you have had ſo good proof in 
* all your adverſities. Solomon ſays more ; © Receive 
inſtruction, that thou mayſt be wiſe in thy latter 
„end.“ And, above all this, pray 'to the Moſt High, 
that he may direct thy way in truth; hich I pray 
. God grant you the grace to do.?“ 
The moſt part of theſe ſentences, drawn dut t of the 
Bible, 1 uſed to rehearſe to him at ſeveral occaſions; 
And he took better with theſe off my hands, who he 
"Knew had no by- end, than if they had proceeded from 
"the toſt leatned philoſopher. Therefore, at his deſire, 
'I promiſed to put them in writing, to give him them 
o keep in his 3 oy was bays * | 
meer with bim. £ 


Aer the decade of the regent, ; England ent 


SIR JAMES MELVIL. 9 
ear! of Suſſex to Berwick ; whither the earl of Lenox 
came alſo at that ſame time, as being ſent for by the 
lords of the king's faction, to: be made regent in place 
of the earl of Murray. The earl of Suſſex had with 
him the forces of the north, as if he had ſome-enter- 
prize to do, and to take — advantage at e | 
when the country wanted a regent, _ [2 
About that ſame time, ſo many of the lords, as —_ 
were banded, - and profeſſed the queen's — 
cauſed ta proclaim the fame at Linlithgow. As yet 
they of the caſtle at Edinburgh profeſſed the king's au- 
_ thority, albeit there were ſecret jealouſies betwixt them, 
and ſo many of the reſt as had counſelled the late re- 
gent to apprehend the ſecretary Lidington, and Sir 
James Balfour, and who would alſo have ruined 
Grange, becauſe he appeared concerned in them two, 
and alſo becauſe his virtues were envied, and his 4 
charge coveted by others. 5 | 
They who were within the ſaid caſtle for we time, 
were, my lord duke of Chaſtelherault, and my lord 
-Herreis, warded wrongfully as I have ſaid; therefore, 
the Jaird of Grange obtained a warrant from the ret —- 
of the king's lords, to ſet him at liberty. The lord | 
Hume was there to aſſiſt with thoſe of the caſtle, with 
the laird of Grange, the ſecretary. Lidington, his bro- 
ther the prior of Coldingham, three of my brothers, 
Sir Robert, captain David, and Sir Andrew Melvil,  _ , 
the lairds of Drylaw and Pitarrow, Sir James Balfour, 
the lairds of Ferniherſt, Buccleugh, Wormiſton, Par- 
broth, and divers other lee and barons, who came 
there at all -- deer es at call when 
any had to do. | 3 6 
This company dirocted 1 me to o/Bnnilch,, l the 
eiil of Suſſex, to know what he intended to do with 
his forces; whether to äſſiſt any of. the two ſactions, 
or to agree them? I was friendly received by him, 
Well lodged, and my expences by him defrayed, 
„ e n 9 
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furred with rich furrings, to make uſe of fo long as 1 
abode there. Albeit I knew him to be a great enemy 
to all Scotſmen, he appeared deſirous to enter in great 
familiarity with me, and as if he was deſirous I ſhould 
believe he had communicated to me his moſt ſecret 
thoughts, alleging his plainneſs to me was upon the 
report he had heard by ſundry of his countrymen to 
my advantage. He ſaid, “ That his coming with 
& his forces was not to aſſiſt any faction, nor to de · 


c cide queſtions and titles that were among us, but 
ce to ſerve the queen his miſtreſs, in obeying her com 


« mands : that if he did any enterprize at that time 
« againſt any Scotſman, it would be againſt his heart. 
©« That of al Scorfmen,, he liked beſt of thoſe who 
« yere within the caſtle of Edinburgh, and their de- 
“ penders, eſpecially becauſe he knew them to have 
« been friends to the duke of Norfolk his near cou- 
< fin, whoſe part he ſaid he would plainly have tak- 
en, if the ſaid duke had, out of his own mouth, 
4 communicated his enterprize to him, as he had 
« fooliſhly done by a gentleman of his, to whoſe cre- 
« dit he durft not commit the ſecrecy of that matter, 
* 1 of irſelf of fo great concernment as ſtood him 
« upon his life and heritage. And that albeit he, 
“ with his forces, came not to ſet out, nor to fortify 
« any faction in Scotland, yet he durſt be plain with 
© me privately, as with a tree friend, to declare that 
« he did eſteem the queen of Scotland, and the prince 


. her ſon, righteous heirs to the crown of England, 


« which bis judgment he had ſhown to few of his own 
% countrymen.” 

So J returned, with no direct anf, but with u 
firm opinion, that he was ſent to appear to ſet for- 
ward the earl of Lenox to be regent; and to ſend 


word to the lords of the king's fide, that he would 
afſſt them, and ſend in Mr. Randolph thither with tbe 


ear] of Lenox; and yet-to deal with the lords of the 
queen's faction, to encourage them to hold forward 
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their factious courſe, becauſe the ſaid Mr. 


peg nyt rr ior yn as be 


who convoyed the earl of Arran, now viſited with the 
hand of God, out of France through England home 
to Scotland, to aſſiſt the congregation. . He knew al- 


SIR JAMES MELVIEL, oas 


% 


home old and long hatred had been betwixt the 
houſes of Lenox and Hamilton ; and was deliberately 


directed, ſecretly to kindle a fire of diſcord betwixt 
two ſtrong factions in Scotland, which could not be 
ealily quenched; and to confirm the lord Hume, who 
was not yet reſolved to take part with the queen's 
faction, which England thought had not money e- 


nough yet, to ſuſtain long ſtrife againſt the king's | 


faction, 


The earl of Sulex entered the Merſe with his "ul | 


ces, and took the caſtle of Hume, and Faſtcaſtle, full 


of riches and precious moveables, that way moving 


the lord Hume to take plain part with the Hamiltons, 
and the queen's faction: whereby it .may be ſeen, 
that the concluſion was to hold this country in diſcord, 

by the craft of the council of England for the time, as 

I have before mentioned; and which was now put in 
practice, incontinent after the deceaſe of the earl of 
Murray. For, albeit the earl of Lenox had his lady, 


children, and eſtate in England, they would not cre - 
dit him, ſuppoſing he would be a true a 6 as 


he proved indeed afterwards. _ 
I being in Berwick, when the earl of Lenox was 


ſo far toward Scotland to be regent, I thought it my 


duty to viſit him. For at his firſt in- coming beſore 


the marriage of his ſon the lord Darnly with the qusen, 


he ſent this preſent colonel Stuart for my brother Sir 


Robert, and me; and, becauſe my brother was ab- 
_ I went to him alone. At which time he told 
me, ( That his long abſence out of the country had 
« made him as a ſtranger to the condition of the 
« country, and that his lady, at his parting from her, 
bad defired him to tale . 
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So that being familiar enough with him formerly, I vi. 
ſited him at this time, and told him the ſtate of the 
country. 1 diſſuaded him from taking upon him the 


* 


64 mine, in all his affairs, as her friends and kinfmen,” 


regiment, fearing that it might coſt him his life, as mat- 
ters were like to be handled, as I ſhould inform him 
more at length, being once at home. As for myſelf, 


1 promiſed to ſerve and affiſt him, albeit L could not 


find that ſame reſolution in thoſe of the caſtle of Edin. 


burgh. He thanked me, promiſing me to be my 


friend, ſo far as lay in his power, upon which he gave 
me his hand; then he enquired, What was the 
6“ cauſe, chat choſe who were in the caſtle-would op- 
« poſe him? ” I anſwered, © For no particular 
« prejudice they had againſt himſelf, but becauſe the 
“ lords who had ſent for him; without acquainting 
them therewith, were not their friends, and they 


4 ſuſpected that in proceſs of time, they would move 


“ him to be their enemy.” He ſai ', © That the laird 
“ of Grange had been always bis great friend, and 
4% had done him formerly great kindneſs,” I faid, 
I hoped he ſhould yet bet his friend; after that he 


© had ſettled himſelf in the regiment, and might have 


&. time to be rightly informed of every man's part. 
-* Returning back from Berwick; I met the abbot of 


Dunfermling, ſent by the king's lords to England, to 


meet with the earl of Lenox in his paſſing by. His 


chief commiſſion was (fo far as I could afterward in- 


form myſelf) to deſire the queen of England, to deli- 
ver the queen of Scotland to be kept by che king's 
lords here at home, ſeeing that ſhe would not proceed 
otherwiſe, according to the accuſation given in againſt 
her, the time my lord Murray was there. Whereto 
the queen of England made anſwer, 4 If ality would 


© find her ſufficient pledges for the ſecurity of the 


* queen's life, ſhe would deliver her to "ay kept by 
them.“ The abbot alleged, That would be hard 
. to do for what in caſe the queen die in the mean 
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« time? She anſwered, © My lord, I believed you 
« had been a wiſe man; you would preſs me to ſpeak 
« what is no ways neceſſary; you may know, that 1 
« cannot but for my honour require pledges for that 
« end. I think you may judge alſo of yourſelf what 
might be beſt for me. Her meaning in this might 
be ſly judged. and underſtood. | 
The earl of Lenox came to Edinburgh ſhortly af. 
ter me; and after he had accepted the government, 
his firſt enterprize was to take Brechin, which was 
kept by ſome companies of footmen, liſted by the earl 


| of Huntly, to aſſiſt the queen's faction. Theſe ſol- 
diers, being advertiſed that the new regent was com- 


ing to purſue them, fled, except a few who kept the _ 
kirk and ſteeple, who were all hanged. I had made my- 


ſelf ready to ride with the regent ; but Mr. Randolph, - 


the Engliſh ambaſſador, who came with the earl of 
Lenox, appearing'to ſet him forward with his power, 
hindered me from proſecuting that intention, fearing 
that I would be an inſtrument of perſuading the laird 
of Grange, and thoſe in the caſtle, to come to an ami- 
cable agreement with the regent. For, if thoſe of the 
caſtle and their dependers had aſſiſted the regent, the 
queen's faction were ſo few and weak, that they would 
not have been able to make a party aufrerable to the 
king's faction, who were greateſt in number, and had 
the hearts of the ſubjects on their fide. I was very 
loth to ſtay behind the regent, both becauſe I had pro- 
miſed to aſſiſt him, and alſo becauſe I had obtained a 
promiſe of the biſhop of St, Andrews, of the lands of 
Lethem, given by the earl of Murray to Mr. Henry 


Balnaves, whereof 1 had no leaſe, but poſſeſſion, 


by reaſon that the biſnop was for the time in Dunbar- 
ton forfaulted: ſo the ſaid lands were in the regent's 
power to diſpoſe to any other, yet he had promiſed 
that I ſhould enjoy it. I told Mr. Randolph, that 
the ſaid lands might be in danger to be diſpoſed, in 


caſe I were abſent from the — „ Tuſh Clays ** — 
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Lam tutor at this ee eee 


« ly warrant you that, but ſhall eaoſe you get a bet - 
« ter gift. In the mean time, he promiſed to write 


a letter unto the regent (Who had already taken jour 


ney) to ſecure the ſame to me, and to let him knoy 


that he had ſtayed me, to draw on an agreement be- 


tween my friends in the caſtle and him, therefore de. 
firing him not to diſpoſe the ſaid lands to any other. 
But tho I knew him to be a double dealer, and a ſow- 
er of diſcord, yet I could not believe that he would a- 
buſe me in any thing, having received ſo great obliga- 
tions from me, during his baniſhment in France, for 
religion, during the reign of queen Mary, Neither 
would I blot paper with this much concerning my par- 
ticular, were it not to declare the ſtrange practices of 
ces in matters of ſtate, Now, at Mr. Randolph's 


prin 
deſire I ſtaid. His firſt propoſition to me, was. to deſire 


the captain of the caſtle to agree with, and aſſiſt, the re- 
gent. I told him © that I ſuppoſed he might be brought 


“to that through time, but not ſo haſtily.” And 


that fame anſwer I brought to him from him, with a 
requeſt from the laird of Grange, that he would be 
plain with him ; for there had been alſo great friend- 


| ſhip betwixt them in France. After ſome ceremonies 
and proteſtations of ſecrecy, he ſaid, Tell your 


4 friend this from Mr. Randolph, 


but not from the 
Engliſh ambaſſador, that there is no lawful authority 


* in Scotland but the queen's ; ſhe will prevail at 


length, and therefore it is his intereſt, as the ſafeſt 


« courſe, to join himſelf to her faction.“ This was 


the help he made to the regent, who believed, that 


- bis only anibullage as to adyance Ne antherity. [ 


appeared tc be very well fatisfied with this whole 
ſome advice, and went up to the caſtle, and told the 


captain, and his aſſociates, no more than I aſſured 


then of, at my return from Berwick. 
The laird of Grange was ſtill reſolved to own the 


4 king's tri, os. bs be factious — 
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n, eee. her 1 uy captivity, 


might do her more ill than good, and occaſion great 


a few in Scotland, and was therefore expecting a fit 
opportunity of making agreement betwixt the parties. 

In the mean time, I went up and down betwixt thoſe 
of the caltle, and Mr. Randolph, who gave me ano- 


appoint an Engliſhman captain of the caſtle of Edin- 
burgh, and fend unto him a letter ſubſcribed by 
both their hands, to render up the ſame to him to 
whom they commilſionate him to deliver it, whether 


he would for great advantage to himſelf give it to the 


perſon who ſhould be appointed? This in great anger 


he refuſed to hear; and this was all the good agree- 
ment that Mr, Randolph and I made during the re- 
gent's abſence, And inſtead of minding the regent 


not to diſpoſe the foreſaid lands, he dealt with the tu- 
tor of Pitcur, that he might ſeek a gift of the ſaid lands 
from the regent, informing him that I wanted a right 
thereto. When the regent was returned to Edinburgh, 
I remembered Mr. Randolph of his promiſe, and in- 
formed him a way how I might get them. He anſwer- 


ill a nature, that he ans not deal with . Then 
I told him, that I was abundantly ſenſible of his pra- 


ctices; and that whereas it appeared, that he would 


cauſe .me not only to abandon the regent, but to be 
inſtrumental in nerſiading the laird of Grange to be u- 
pon a contrary faction, I would not be that inſtrument, 
neither would I deſert the king's intereſt, though. he 


ſhould cauſe all the reſt of my lands toſbęètaken from me. 


Seeing that Grange could not be moved to join with 


the queen's faction, according to the deſire of the 
court of England (for the reſt of that kingdom was 
ſorry to ſee this kind of dealing) the Engliſh ambaſſa- 


* 


bloodſhed among the ſubj ects, by the malice of the 
ringleaders of the court of England, and partialities of 


ther commiſſion, to wit, in caſe the two queens of 
England and Scotland agree betwixt themſelves to 


ed, that he found the regent ſo ſtubborn, and of ſo 


) 
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dor perſuaded he regeut to irritate and incenſe him | 
by all manner of flights done to himſelf and his de- 
penders. In the mean time my lord duke, the earls of. 
Argyle and Huntly, addrefſed themſelves unto him, 
making their moan, that they being» noblemen of 
ce the country, of conſiderable intereſt, were refuſed 
6 to be admitted into the ſociety of the reſt, who . 
« © ſought their ruin under pretext of the king's au- 

& thority, by the regent, the earl of Morton, and o- 
« thers, not their friends, requeſting him to be their 
6 protector, and to aGſt them during the king's mi- 
4“ nority; telling him how that they at firſt would 
„ gladly have joined with the king's lords, for 
<« maintaining the king's authority, but could not get 
4 place, nor be admitted.” Thus Grange finding 
bhbimſelf neglected with the king s lords, and ſought af · 
ter by the queen's, he was compelled to declare with 
that ſide at length, having with him the lord Hume, 
malecontent. Alſo ſecretary Lidington, and Sir james 
Belfour ſpurring him on to take that courſe, he was 
reſolved to take that ſide for his next refuge, he hav- 
ing been among the reſt ſummoned to be forfaulted. ' 

Now the two furious factions being in this manner 
framed, their hatred and rage grew greater and greater. 
For Mr. Randolph knew the animoſities which were 
among the nobility, and the nature of every one in 
particular, by his frequent coming, and his long reſi- 
dence in Scotland. And among the ladies he had a 
mother and a miſtreſs, to whom he cauſed his queen 
frequently to ſend commendations and tokens. He 


alſo uſed his craft with the miniſters, offering gold to 


ſuch of them as he thought could be prevailed with to 
accept of his offer; but ſuch as were honeſt refuſed his 
gifts, He gave largely to all ſuch as he knew were 
able to ſerve him in his deſign of kindling this fire; 
and his endeavours were fo ſucceſsful, that the two par- 
ties were not only ſtirred up to fight and ſhed one ano- 
* thers blood, but would revile each other with injurious: 
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and blaſphemous words, and at length fell to the down 
eaſting of each others houſes, to which England gave 

no ſmall aſſiſtance, having ſent in a number of men of 
war to throw down Hamilton, This was occaſioned 
dy ſome probability that appeared of a reconciliation 
of the two factions, by the endeavours of ſome of 
the moſt prudent miniſters, who did all they could to 
prevent the enſuing troubles. And they forefaw that 
this prejudice was done to the Hamiltons, to enrage 
them, ſo as there might be no hope of agreement whe 
they ſhould ſee themſelves ſo far injured. 

Now as Nero ſtood upon a high part of Rome to 
ſee the town burning, which he had cauſed to be {et 
on fire; ſo Mr. Randolph delighted to fee ſuch a fire 
by his craft kindled in Scotland, which was in all pro- 
bability like to burn it up. And in his letters to fome 
of the court of England, he gloried that he had kindled 
a fire in Scotland, which could not be eaſily extin- 
guiſhed. Which when it came to the knowlepe of Sir 

Nicholas Throgmorton, he wrote to my brother Sir 
Robert and me, advertiſing us how we were handled, 
expreſſing his deteſtation both at ſecretary Cecil di- 
rector, and Mr. Randolph as executor. All the honeſt 
men in England were ſorry at it, of which number 
there are as many within that country, as in — 7 other 
ſo much bonnds in Europe. 1 

My brother and I did ſhew the * we had re- 
ceived from Sir Nicholas, to the laird of Grange; 
and ſo many within the caſtle as we knew to be ſecret, 
which they eaſily believed, as being men of great un- 
derſtanding, who had noticed Mr. Randolph's pro- 
| ceedings. Whereupon there were ſome ſecret meet 
ings drawn on between my lord Hume, and my lord 
| Ruthven as near kinſmen. The lord Ruthven was in 
greateſt fayour with the regent for the time, being al- 
ſo treaſurer, he was deſired to come and ſpeak with my 
lord Hume, during the hotteſt of the civil wars. At 
which time ſecretary Lidington, and my brother Sir 

8 2 | 


ſpace together, and did ſhew him how the regent was 


uſed by England, and how this kingdom was abuſed | 
by the tricks of a few, for advancing their ſelfiſh ends; 
and alſo how that the earl of Morton had deſired * 5 


cretly to come at midnight, accompanied with Mr, 


Archibald Douglas to the caſtle of Edinburgh, and 


had entertained long conference with them, deſiring 
their aſſiſtance, and he ſhould chaſe the earl of Lenox 


back to England, if they would accept and acknowlege | 
him for regent in his ſtead; which they of the caſtle 
would nat grant, looking upon the earl of Lenox as 
a true Scotſman, And they declared that their deny- 
ing to aſſiſt him at firſt, was his being ſent for and 


brought in by them. That therefore they feared at 


the firſt, that he would have been too much at the 
devotion of the court of England, as being an Eng- 


liſhman ; and having yet his lady, children, and lands 


in that country; and moreover that he ſhould be ſo - 
"ted by.the earl of Morton and their factious enemies, 


. that he would ſeek their utter ruin, both becauſe that 
captain Crawford, who had accuſed the ſecretary, was 
ſor the time ſervant to the earl of. Lenox, and alleged 
that he had a commiſſion from the ſaid earl to give in 
the ſaid accuſation. And that which gave matter e- 
nough to my lord Hume, was the bringing in of the 


earl of Lenox by the earl of Suſſex, and the taking of 
dis two houſes of Hume and Faſtcaſtle all at one time, 


which he ſuppoſed not to have been done without the 
earl of Lenox his knowlege and conſent. But fince they 


underſtood that the earl of Lenox, and the whole coun- 
try was abuſed by England, Mr. Randolph the agent, 
and the earl of Morton; they were reſolved both to agree 


themſelves, and to cauſe all Scotland agree with the re- 
gone: if he would grant them reaſonable conditions. 
My lord Ruthven was very glad of this offer, and 


faid he haped to bring them a goad anſwer. from the 


ven, after that he and the lord Hume bad ſpoken a 0 
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the grant 


regent with the lord Ruthven, had concluded a, peace 


quietly in their minds, none being as yet made m_ ; 


thereto, ' But as ambaſſadors are great ſpi 


commonly ſuſpicious, Mr. Randolph who lay at Leith, 
loukes of an intention of accom- 
modation, knew. the only way to ſtop it, was to bring 
again the earl of Morton, who he knew would violent- 
ly oppoſe it, and uſe the utmoſt of his endeavours to 
render that deſign ineffectual, He therefore dealt ear- 
neſtly wih the regent, to give the ſaid biſhopric of St, 
Audrew's to the earl of Morten, alleging to him, 
« that the queen his miſtreſs had written to him for 
e that effect, and that ſhe would recompenſe it to him ; 
« With greater advantage. That he would cauſe ben 
« hand-writing to come to him-thereabout, and than 
6 ſhe would be much diſſatisfied if he refuſed that her 
4 deſire,” When he regent had, upon Mr. Ran- 
dolph's defire, granted this, he incontinently adverti- 
{cd the ear} of Morton thereof, who immediately came 
to court; and ſmelling; the forefaĩd deſign of agree- 
he could to 
hinder it: For as he had fiſhed that benefice in troub - 


having his own Je 


ment, he uſed all the contrary practices 


led waters, he hoped by ſuch means to fiſh, much mor. 


And finding that I was much inclined to draw forward 
£ es Was, to cauſe? 
& the earl of Buchan to 
take me priſoner ous of my on houſe, . But I was at a | 
marriage in Fordel, where the ſaid car> came, with 
vhom I went willingly, though I had: as many friends: 
there as "offered: to- chaſe him back again without his! 

errand. Bus F would not prejudge my juſt eauſe: for 

2 of Buchan r gentle and diſcreet a- 


. f * 


the accommodation; . one of his d 
the council to vote and di 


8 3 


of f de biber of of. St. Andrew's; which 
the king's bouſe'and the regent's might ill ſpare, - 80 
he returned with this offer to the regent who-much-re- 

liſhed it; and after twice or thrice paſſing betwixt the 
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e afſared: me, en. bad hin to- 1 
charge, but to ſee if 1 could be a good inſtrument of 
concord. He deſired me when I was in Leith, to ſend 
vp to the caſtle of Edinburgh, and allege that-my life 
Was in hazard, in eaſe they would not render up the 
eaſtle to the regent. I anſwered, it was a childiſh thing 
in them to propoſe ſuch & thing to me, ſeeing they 
could not but know that my friends in the caſtle were 
angrier at me than they were, becauſe I did not take 
part with them. However, the laird of Grange was 
diſſatisfied, when he heard that I was taken: For he 
knew how far I was injured, ſeeing I had ſeveral times 
perſuaded him to take part with the regent; and how 
far I had reaſoned againſt the ſecretary and Sir James 
Balfour in their proceedings with the queen's faction. 
For ſeeing ſhe was captive, fo that neither could ſhe 
| help them, nor they her, it would but 6ccaſion her to 
de the ſtronglier guarded, and kept more ſtraitly in 
England: ſor hearing that chere was a faction riſen up 
in ber name, it would cauſe them to ſuppoſe that ſhe 
Was in hope of ſudden liberty, by ſome practices with 
the ſubjects of England. Sir James Balfour alleged, that 
her majeſty had friends in France and other parts, who 
' would be more encouraged to do for her, if they under- 
© Rood that a number of the nobility did own her autho- 
"rity. ' THaid; that her only friends were in England and 
France; that thoſe who were in England durſt not as yet 
appear, ſeeing there would bea ſpecial eye held over them; 
- And her French friends would do her no good, the queen» 
8 who had the chief rule of that country, being 
her great enemy, and the houſe of Guiſe neither able 
to help her, nor yet were they her ſure friends, as 1 
- ſhalt ſhew more at length anon. I was declaring chat 
"the laird of Grange was angry at my taking, I being 
ſo frank for the regent, and he ſo willing 20 join with 
kim: That fame night he ſent down a woman from 
the ealtle to Lieth, with a ticket to me, that he was 
20 reſolved to come that ſame night at — and 
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l JAMES MELVIL n 


© feſiepe me out of their hands; that! be had ſent 
de that woman to Know bow L was kept, and vere 
4 1 was, lodged.” \- The. regent's camp lay between 
Leith and n and many of: the noblemen and 
barons lodged in Leith; for everyone had. not pavi- 
Hons to lodge in the camp; The laird of Grange had 
appointed a boat to ly at Granton, and had reſolved 
to come ſailing up to Leith harbour, as if it had been a 
boat come from Fife, and thought without ſtroak to come 
to my lodging, and take me out of my keepers hands, 
and go up the water again to à part where he had 
horſemen: in readineſs to carry me up to the caſtle with 
him. But I would upon no account condeſcend there- 
. to, aſſuring him, © that I was in no danger; and that 
„ my lord Buchan had promiſed when I pleaſed, to 
“ let me flip away; which I would not do, but de- 
« fred daily to come to a trial.” Many. of ibe lords 
marvelled wherefore 1 was taken, ſeeing they knew, 
that ſince the regent's entry to Scotland, I had ever 
aſſiſted him. The regent himſelf was e there with 
diſſatisſied; fo that after enquiry it was found, that 
few of the counſellors knew of my taking. The earl 
of Mar, a true nobleman, ſaid, that the earl of 
<« Buchan for embracing ſuch a commilion, 1 was mad · 
« . der than the former earl his father, who was known 
40 not to be very wiſe.“ But the earl of Morton 
ſent me word, that nothing ſhopld ail me more than 
his own heart, For the faſhion they deſired me to 
find caution, that I ſhould ſerve the king's majeſty, and 
his regent : and fo I was diſmiſſed, and never brought 
before the council. Of a truth'T could ſee no reaſon 
to ſet up two factions to deſtroy the country, i ſeeing = 
I knew, that though the one party profeſſed to be:for 
the queen, it was ſo far from conducing to her adran- 
tage, that I knew it had a quite contrary effect fo long 
as ſhe was captive: nor yet could I ſee any outgate 
for thoſe who profeſſed her authority, and who were 
n for their:own defence; for whereas 
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ſed, _necelty drew them. ao dibfent eee 
the name of ſome” authority, not true love to the 
queen: and therefore” I thought them the leſs to be 
telied upon. The. reſt of my reaſons, why the queen | | 
could expect no help out of France from her own 
friends, nor yet from the queen · mother, were theſe: 
& the queen - mother had not been well uſed, ſo long 


% ag bur queen's huſband Francis II. lived. The 
E council And Rates of France deſired not the union 
< of this iſle,” For a proof hereof, after that my bro- 


ther Sir Robert (when he returned the firſt time of his 
ambaſlage out of England) 8 x 


of twenty five principal earts/and lords in 
. ee 
as peared oa pen ee articul 
paper, who were to be all in readineſs to march for- 
ward whenever they ſhould be changed; only they: 


waited the queen's opportunity, and  adyertiſement 


when to ſtir: Upon this intelligence, the queen in- 
continently did write to France, to hey. uncle the car- 
dinal of Lorrain, deſiring him te fend to her one 


of his moſt ſecret ſervants, to whom: ſhe was to 


communicate matters of that weight and» import - 


ance, that ſhe could not hazard to ſend them in 
writing or cyphers. And aecordingly: the os... 


dinal ſent hither dne of his moſt familiar { 
to whom the queen cauſed my brother and. me to de- 


dare the ſlate of England, and: the great party ſhe back 


there 10 eſponle her intereſt, as is above ſpecified 5 | 
her ſaid uncle to ſend his adviee what time 


would be melt fit for her to fiir; and to ſend what help 
he and all his friends. could procure. 'This 


being returned to his maſter, informed him of he 
why: matter. . E 
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the crown of Finds ok union of this iſle of Great | 
Britain would be, that-therefore it was her intereſt all 
ſhe could to oppoſe it. He therefore adviſed her to ad- 
yertiſe the queen of England of the ſaid intended plot, 
as the only and moſt effefual means for preventing it; 
which the queen-mother failed not to do. But what- 
ever the queen of England's thoughts of the truth 
thereof was, ſhe appeared to give no credit thereto, 
as if ſhe looked upon it as an Italian fetch to put her 
in ſuſpicion of her nobility, This aceount I had from 
the queen's majeſty herſelf, complaining to me one 
day of the cardinal's nnkind dealing towards her. 
Therefore I thought I had good ground to ſay, there 
was no help to be looked for out of France. And 
the duke of Alva, who was in Flanders, had plainly re- 
fuſed to give her any help, till the king his maſter would 
command him; ſeeing as he alleged, he had work enough 
to do to ſettle his maſter's own ſubjects in Flanders. 
| Theſe were the arguments which I uſed to move my 
friends to agree with the regent: And my endeayours | 
wanted not ſucceſs, they having come yery near a point 
by the dealing of the two lords above mentioned, Hume 
and Rocking aſſiſted by ſecretary Lidington; for the * 
lord Hume would then do nothing without his advice. 
But aſter that the earl of Morton was returned to 


the court, and had by Randolph's means obtained tie 


biſhopric of St. Andrew's; theſe two, ſuſpecting the ' 
probability of the Ke agreement, which had been 
kept ſecret from them, they fell a plotting ſome way 
to hinder the fame, and e to hold a parlia- 

ment, wherein to forfault all the queen's lords, where- 
by the regent ſhould utterly ruin his aneient enemies 
the Hamiltons; and there would be a bait to every 
one. of the king's lords, ſeeing they ſhould be made 
ſharers of the ſpoil, and ſo each of them get wealth e- 
nough. Mr. Randolph, for their encouragement, gave 
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needed fear no feſiſtance from their adverſaries. The i » 
earl of Morton had made a great faction in the eoun- th 
cil et by repreſenting the queen's lords as intend. WW - 
bliſh popery (upon which allegeance he ſy 

* he ; wool make them odious to the generality of I . 
the people) but eſpecially by promiſing each of his par. + 
ty a ſhare of the forfaulters of the queen's lords; ſo th 
that they were eaſily brought to conſent to a parlia- Hl 
ment, to be held at Stirling for the foreſaid effect. * 
The queen's lords, to be equal with them, held a. ., 
nother parliament at Edinburgh both at one time, upon 


that ſame very deſign of forfaulting the king's lords. - 
The laird of Grange in the mean time took great diſ. a 
pleafure to ſee Scotſmen ſo furiouſly bent againſt each ca 
other, ſet on by the practices of England, and the ex- to 
treme avarice of ſome particular men for their ſelfiſh th 
deſigns, who intended to augment their eſtates, and W m. 

| raiſe their own fortunes upon the ruins of their neigh- WW to 
bours. Therefore he ſent for the laird of Ferniherſt I gh. 
his ſon-in-law, and the laird of Buccleuch father to B 
this preſent lord, who loved the laird of Grange bet- WW _- 
ter than any of his own kindred; which laird of Buc- WW 
cleugh was a man of rare qualities, wiſe, true, ſtout W bo 
and modeſt, Theſe two gentlemen were deſired to fp 


come well accompanied, and arrived at Edinburgh in 
an evening late. The laird of Grange had already de- lea 
viſed an enterprize, to wit, that ſame night after they 

had ſupped themſelves, and baited their horſes, to ride 

all night forward with them to Stirling, to be there BF the 
early in the morning before any of the lords who held the 

the parliament were out of their beds, hoping by the * 
2 he had received, aſſuredly to ſurprize then Il ir. 
before they could be advertiſed. All the lords and WW g 


council found the advice exceeding good, but they y 
would in no wiſe grant that he ſhould ride with them, reg 
alleging, that their only comfort, under God, conſiſted 2 

in his preſervation. He on the other band alleged, I lui. 


nis preſence * — 
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vich difficult enterprizes, and; feared that they would! 
not follow rightly nor carefully his directions. But 
they engaged to follow it moſt ſtrictly, and would not 
ſuffer him to ride with them; but the earl of Huntly, 
my lord Arbroath, and divers others, went forward 
with che forces. "Theſe two: gentlemen had broughr - 
them, and were at Stirling before four of the clock in . 
the morning, and entered the town of Stirling at a lit - 
tle paſſage, led by a townſman called George Bell; 
which entry of theirs was immediately after the night - 
watches had retired to their reſt. They divided their 
men, and appointed ſuch as they thought meeteſt to. 
await at every lord's lodging, and a company wick 
captain Halkerſton to wait at the market-croſs, to 
cauſe good order to be kept, and to preſerve the 


rown-houſes from being ſpoiled; only they appointed 


the ſtables to be cleanſed by Buccleuch and Ferniherſt's 
men, giving them commands not to leave one horſe in 
town uncarried away with them; which commiſſion 
the ſouth-land lads forgot not punctually to execute. 
But becauſe captain Halkerſton came not in due time 
with his company to ſtand where he was a a 
a number of unruly ſervants broke up the merchants 
booths, and run here and there in diſorder after the 
ſpoil, leaving their maſters all alone, after they had 
taken out all the lords from their lodgings, and were 
leading them captives down the ſteep cauſey of Stirling 


on foot, intending to take their horſes at the Nether- 


port, and ride to Edinburgh with their priſoners. But 
thoſe within the caſtle being alarmed with the noiſe of - 
the townlmen, crying out becauſe of the ſpoil taken 
from them, imagining what ſhame they would endure 
if they did not ſhew themſelves men; and perceiving . 
the diſorder of their enemies, they came down fearleſ- 
ly upon them, and reſcued all the priſoners ſave the 
regent, whom one came and ſhot” behind his back, 
commanded as was alleged by my lord of Paiſley. The 
laird of Wormiſton was the taker of the regent, and 
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bad bees b 
him, to ſave him from his particular enemies: for they 
all had engaged to him, ere they went ſrom Edinburgh, 

not to kill one man, elſe he would not have leſt them. 
Wormiſton was alſo killed againſt the regent's will, 
who cried continually to ſave him, who had done what 
he could for his preſervation. The regent died not ſud- 
denly, but ſome days after, and made a very godly end. 

They who had loſt this fair enterprize. far want of 
Grange's conduct, had enough to do to fave: them; 
ſelves, and had been all taken, had not thoſe in Stir- 
ling wanted horſes to purſue after them. For thoſe 
who had taken the horſes, did ride forward with all 
poſſible ſpeed, leaving thas maſters i in danger to do 
for. themſelves. _ 

When they were e 1 to Edinburgh, they 
were very unwelcome gueſts to the laird of Grange, 
who greatly lamented the regent's ſlaughter. . He faid 
openly, © if he knew who had done that foul deed, or 
© had directed it to be done, his own hand ſhould 
7 have revenged it. And whereas before he uſed to 

be meek and gentle, he could not now command him- 
ſelf, but burſted out in harſh language, calling them 
diſorderly beaſts. For he knew the regent was incli- 
ned to peace, and was only ignorantly driven on by 
the earl of Morton, and Mr. Randolph's practices to 
hold the ſaid parliament, to the hindrance of concord 
and agreement: Therefore his intention was to bring 
all the king's lords to the caſtle of Edinburgh, and to 
have made an agreement betwixt them and the other 
faction before they had parted. But God and his _ 
vidence would not permit this, for further 
of our I es 3 the parliaments held er 
and each one of them forfaulted others. The king's 
lords came and lay at Leith, and . within 
the town and caſtle of Edinburgh. 

Mr. ee * have * long made r. 


gent inſtead: of Leno; but tos kd beer of | 
the earl of Mar, and choſe. him. 

ne hot kir iſhing betwix | 
Leith and Edinburgh, and extreme hatred betwixt the 
two factions,” and great cruelties exerciſed where they 
could be maſters of one another. And frequently 
the marſhal of Berwick came to Leith to aſſiſt Mr. 
| Randolph privately, though publicly to find fault with 
him for his proceedings; which my lord of Mar's 
friends perceived, and himſelf at laſt; w n he 
began to grow. colder in the quarrel, and withdrew 
himſelf to Stirling, adviſing with his friends what was 
meeteſt to be done; . that he could ſee nothing 
but the wreck of the country, under pretext of own- 
ing the king and queen's authority, - while neither 
kings nor queens was in any of their minds, but only- 
put on by their own partialities of ambition, greedi- 
neſs, and vengeance, England kindling up both the 
parties, and then laughing them all to ſcorn. + 

After this conference, captain James Cuningham 
ſervant to my lord of Mar, a diſcreet gentleman, de- 
| fired a ſecret meeting with my brother Sir Robert. In 
the mean time the moſt part of the king's lords went 
to Stirling, where the regent was living. My lord of 
Morton went to Dalkeith; and my Lord Lindſay lay 
in Leith. When the wars grew colder, and notice 
thereof taken by the court of England, a new ambaſ- 
ſador was haſted to Scotland, to wit, Mr. Henry Kil- 
ligrew, an old acquaintance of mine. For Mr. Ran- 
dolph was returned home, becauſe he had not ſuch 
credit with the earl of Mar as to do ſervice to thoſe he 
ſerved, and had loſt the favour of both the factions: 
for his double dealing was diſcovered, he having no 
credit but with the earl of Morton. 

This new ambaſſador being arrived at Leith upon 
his way toward Stirling, where the regent remained for 
the time, he ſent up to the caſtle of Edinburgh to ſee 
if I was there; for they had told him in Leith, that 
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him unto Cramond, reaſoning: all the way u- 
pon ſuch matters, as he ſalcl he had in-commilton, 
chiefly how he might be a good inſtrument to agree 
the differences that were between the tyo parties; al- 
beit I knew there was nothing leſs in his mind, at leaſt 
in his commiſſion. He ſaid, he had the queen his mi- 
ſtreſs's commands to deal With och parties for con- 
cord, but that he was moſt concerned in thoſe of the 
eaſtle, albeit that outwardly he behoved firſt to go to 
the regent, being in civility engaged to give him the 
prerogative; yet in effect he ſaid, my friends in the 
caſtle were thoſe to them he was chiefly directed, that 
they ſhould be preferred both by bis firft ſalutation by 
me to them, and by two familiar letters, the one from 
my lord of Leiceſter to the laird of Grange, and the o- 
ther from ſecretary Cecil to ſecretary Lidington, deſir- 
ing me to entreat them to follow the good counſel given 
therein by the ſaid lords, who loved them entirely for 
their virtue and old acquaintance. He willed me to tell 
them, that aſter he had declared his commiſſion to the 


regent, he would come back again to them, and at 


length declare his commiſſion to them from her majeſty. 
It appeared to me that he had intelligence how that 
Mr. Randolph's double dealing had been diſcovered, 


therefore he ſeemed to find fault with him in many 


things, though in general he excuſed him as far as he 
could, until I adjured bim upon the long and preat fa- 


miliarity that had been r us, to deal plainlier with 


me. I told him he might ſerve his miſtreſs truly e- 
nough, without. caſting me and my friends upon a 


wrong ſide, which might be afterwards our roin, h 


deſerved better at his hands than to put us in ſuch 
denoers, as if we were untoward, diſhoneſt, or un- 
counſellable, as Mr. Randolph had done, forgetting 
the Gateraity of religion ſo well grounded among us 
* his baniſhment in France for — there he 
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rn Ho defied das | 
| come and ſpeak with him, which I did, and convoyed 
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dus compelled to confeſs to me, that his commiſſion 
nad bis thin wei ce nt) and rhe et" a. $5 
ployed againſt His wilt, though, as a ſervant, he durſt 
not diſobey his princeſs, he ſaid he would give i me his 
| loving counſel and warning very freely. | 

He ſaid that the council of England ab baile 
their courſe here upon the late regent, nor yet upon 
mis, but entirely upon the earl of Morton, as well of 
their own plot laid down long ſince, as by the infor- 
mation of Mr. Randolph, who bath confirmed them 

in that opinion, ſo that they will not alter for no con- 
trary perfuaſion: Willing my friends and me to join 
our courſe, and band with the earl of Morton, or elſe 
to expe no friendſhip from the court of England, but 
hurt and ruin ſo far as they might. For albeit he was 
not regent; they knew that he had a great faction in 
the country, which they were reſolved what they could 
to increaſe; ſo that whoever was regent, he ſhould 
get little or nothing done without his conſent. In this 
1 thought he dealt plainly; my friends of the caſtle 
were of that ſame Judgment, yet they could not find 
in their heart to join with him, albett he fought their” 
friendſhip, offering to hold ap the queen's authority; 
for they thought his courſe unfure for the king, and 
ſettling of the We be being too much” addicted to 
England. 

Aſter that this ambaſfador had ae with the re- 
gent in Stirling, and, was come back again to Edin- 
burgh, he told the reſt of his commiſſion to them of 
the caſtle, ro whom he uſed himſelf but Hke an ambaſ® 
 fador as he was directed. He ſaid that he found them 
more reafonable than the regent's party. Then he went 

to Dalkeith to meet with the ear? of Morton, and there- 


_ after returned to Edinburgh, to wait all fie occaſions. 


and informations how to proceed confofth to the tenor 
of his inſtructions. He had commandment to ſtay it in 
Scotland for a time, to ſee if he could obtain as much 
credit as to ſerve iheir turn who ſent him, And bes 
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cauſe I was of his greateſt acquaintance, he came with 
me to my boaſe in H Halhill, and layed e few days there 
to refreſh his ſpirits; Fri after that I con voyed him 
back again to Edinburgh, he ſhewed me ſome articles 
of his inſtructions, one of the which was?: 
Item, If the captain of the caſtle will condeſcend, 
« that all the differences now in queſtion among the 
« Scats, be referred to be decided before us and our 
council, as the reſt of the king's lords have grant- | 
« already, we ſhall be his good friend, maintain 
© him in his office, and give him an honourable pen- 
« Gon,” But he plainly refuſed to comply with this, 
ſaying, he would prejudge his prince and country; ſo 
that this and his other former refuſals coſt bim his 
life afterwards,  - 
About this time my lord regent ſent a letter to me, 
with all diligence to come to him. At my coming he 
made a. heavy moan for the civil troubles that were 
kindled in the country, by the craft and malice of ſome 
In England and ſome in Scotland, taking the colour of 
this or that authority, and yet were only moved with 
their own particularities, to the hurt both of king, 
queen and country; deſiring me that I would go unto 
the caſtle of Edinburgh, and ſhew them as of my own 
head, and not as from him, that I underſtood he per- 
ceived, albeit too late, how that we are led upon 
the ice, and that it was the intereſt of all true Scotſ- 
men to agree that the ſtate may be ſettled. - And, ſays 
he, you may deſire them to ſeck to treat with me 
thereabout; which you may aſſure them they will ob⸗ 
tain, if they will ſeek the fame. And offer your ſelf 
to be the inſtrument to bring on a good agreement be- 
tween them and me, which ſhall by God's grace take 
good effect upon your return with their reaſonable of- 
fers and anſwer. Whereupon I went to Edinburgh, and 
found them all inclined to peace and quietneſs, with little 
need of perſuaſions thereto; for they were near a point 
before with my lord of Lenox, and ſome former con · 
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ference had been detwirt my brother and captain Cu- 
| "i thereaboutss. „ 
At my return 162465 tegel be dh very ahad; fay- 
ing he knew that theſe honeſt -gentlemen were ever 
willing to ceaſe from civil diſcord, ſeeing the queen 
was captive, to whom their owning her authority 
could do no good but evil; but that they bad been by 
crafty practices caſt againſt their wills upon a contrary 
courſe. Then he enquired upon what conditions the 
captain and his friends would agree? I faid, that the 
laird of Grange would not ſell his duty to his prince 
and country for advantage, but would ſerve the king 
and his country to ſettle the eſtate, ſo long as the 
queen was detained in England; and if God pleafed 
to grant her liberty, they doubted not but ſhe and 
her ſon ſhould apree betwixt themſelves, to which all 
honeſt and good ſubjects would conſent. - They for 
their parts defired no man's lands nor goods, but on- 
ly liberty peaceably to enjoy their own livings. Only 
Grange defired that the regent - would cauſe to pay 
certain debts contracted for repairing of the caſtle and 
artillery; which conditions the regent promiſed to ful- 
fil, and to be an aſſured friend to Grange and to thoſe 
in the caftfe, And without any other ceremonies he 
called the laird of Tulfbardine, and after he declared 
unto him how far we had proceeded, he put his Rand 
in mine and did ſwear the peace in preſence of the ſaid 
Tullibardine, who had alſo been a good inſtrument in 
the ſaid agreement together with Mr. Clement Little 
afterwards provoſt of Edinburgh. No man was privy 
ihereto but my lady Mar and captain James Cuningham. 
After this the regent went to Edinburgh to convene 
the lords of council, to ſhew them the calamities that 
the civil wars produced, and to let them ſee how ne- 
ceſſary an agreement would be to the whole country. 
In the mean time until the appointed council-day, he 
vent to Dalkeith, where he was nobly treated by the 
lord of Morton; Hhortly | after which. he took 2 vehe- 
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ment Ceknefs, wich cauſed him to ride faddenly ta 

Stirling,, where he died regretted by many. Some of 
bis friends and the. vulgar. Julpected: be bad gotten | 
| WES. at his banquet. 4 

Ihe. earl of Morton; after the deceafe of the earl of | 
Mar, was made regent, England belping it with all 
their might, So ſoon. as be was choſen he ſent for 
me, declaring how that againſt his mind and inclina- ; 
tions the lords had burdened him with that trouble. _ 
ſome office, whereof ſeeing he behoved to accept, he 
could wiſh that he might ſtand the country and com- 
monwealth in ſome ſtead; Firſt he would deſire the 
help of all good and honelt men, to draw on peace 
and concord to the quieting the ſtate, praying me as 
one for. whom he had ever entertained ſpecial favour, 
to travel with my friends of the caftle for that effect, 
and to perſuade them to go forward with him, as they 
were minded to do with the earl of Mar; aſſuring me 
that none of the former regents had at any time been 
more willing than he was preſently to put an end to 
the civil troubles, nor that I ſtiould remember leſs the 
partialitiey pall, and that the regent ſhould not revenge | 
the ear} of Morton's quarrels; But whoeyer would ferve 
the king and be his friend, he wonld embrace them u- 
pon what faction ſoever they had formerly been. And 
he was willing to give whatever conditions the earl of 
Mar had offered; that I ſhould. haye the priory of 
Fittenweem for my. pains; the laird of Grange the bi- 
ſhopric of St. Andrew's, and caſile of Blackneſs; and- 
every one within the caſtle ſhould be reſlored. to their 
lands and poſſeſſions as before. 

It was very hard to bring on this e 
the earl of Morton, for the evil opinion, which was con- 
ceived of him,, and the hurtful marks they; ſuppoſed by. 
proofs] and appearances that he would. ſhoot at, 2 
by nature covetous ard too great with England, an- 
ever jealous that the king would be his ruin, concern- 
ing which a lady, who. was his whore, had ſhewa, 


„ 18 ibid 
Grange, who. was ever willing to. ſee concord, in the 
cowliry, Was Raya perſuaded: the lord Hume and Li- 
dington made ſome reſiſtance at the firſt, but were.ak 
ſo at length content. 80 that after I had paii twice or 
thrice between them, they appeared to be agreed in 
their hearts; and the laird of Grange ſaid, he would 
cauſe. all the reſt of the queen's faction to agree with 
the regent; but he refuſed to take the biſhoprie of St. 
Andrew's and caſtle of. Blackneſs, dcfvring nothing but | 
his own lands. Ao 5 
When 1 returned to the gent with this aber . 
conform to his deſire, he was marvelloufly glad; but 
when I declared that the laird of Grange would be ' 
good in{trument to cauſe all the reſt of the queen's ſa- 
ction agree alſo with him; be anſwered; that was nat 
meet. And when 1 reafoged. againſt bim, and ſhewed 
him how that I had ſpoken in his name, that he was 
ꝛeſolved to have agreed all Scotland, and that 22 | 
bad no quarrel of bis 'own,, but to help a number of 
noblemen who required his protection during the 
king's. minority, and had requeſted the regent once to 
agree with them altogether, for Grange's bono; and 
afterwazds he, and all theſe of the caſtle ſhould bam 
with den and lay afide all other bands: the regent 
anſwered, and ſaid, James, I will. be plain with you; 
it is not my interel to agree with them all, for then 
their faction will be as ſtrong as ever it was, thereby 
they may ſome day circumvent me if they pleaſe, there- 
fore it is my game to divide them. And moreover 
there have been great troubles in this: country. this 
while by-gone, and during them great wrongs and ex- 
tortions committed, for the which ſome faſhion" of pu- 
niſkment muſt be made, and I would rather that the 
crimes. ſhould be laid upon the Hamiltons, the earl of 
Huntly, and their adherents, than upon your friends z 
and by their wreck. I will get more profit, than by that 
of. choſe in dhe caſtle, that have neither ſo great lands 
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fore ſhew Grange and'your friends, that Aber they 
muſt agree without the Hamiltons, and the earls of 


Huntly and Argyle; or the ſaid lords will agree with- - 


8 out him, and theſe of the calle.” To this 1 anſwer- 


plain. With this I went again to the caltle, ln re- 
bearſed our whole reaſoning, Grange faid it was nei- 
ther godly « or juſt dealing, to lay the blame upon thoſe 
chat were richeſt fer their lands and goods, and not 
upon them who were guiltieſt, ſeeing theſe noblemen 
had been ever willing to agree, after that the queen 
was kept i in England, but could not be admitted. And 
pet if now they would abandon him, and agree without 
him and thoſe in his company, he had deſerved better 
at their hands; yet he had. rather that they ſhould 
leave and deceive him, than that he hold do it un 
| nd them. 
When 1 had given this Pre to Morton, and 45 
he perceived that Grange ſtood ſtiff upon his honeſty 
and reputation, he appeared to like him the better, and 
' ſeemed as if he had been reſolved to go forward with 
thoſe of the caſtte. He ſent up Carmichael at my deſire, 
to hear out of their own mouths ſo far as I had ſpok- 


en in their name: They of the caſtle Rkewiſe ſent 
pittarrow to the regent to hear out of his own mouth, : 


ſo far about the agreement as 1 had faid to them in 
| his name. This I did for my dlcbarge, whatſdever 


might come afterwards. 
The re io l = Win u dn of Edin- 


burgh Bone be delivered to him? 1 faid, within half 
a year. What ſecurity, ſaid he, ſhalt I have for it? I 


faid, I ſhonld be a pledge if he would accept me. Then 


he enquired wherefore I ſought ſo long delay? Tan- 


ſwered in the firſt place, till all articles and 


might be performed, and likewiſe becauſe though tho : 


HKird of Grange was ever eſteemed an honeft man, yet 
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Wien rel ü to cry out and preach againſt him; 
therefore to enable him to ſerve for the future, it would 
de ſome ſatisfaction to his mind, to let the world ſee, 
that as well after the agreement as before, he ſhould de 
eſteemed alike honeſt and worthy to keep the houſe, 
and then at the time appointed the regent ſhould be 
intreated to receive the caſtle out of his hands. 
appeared to be very well content with this manner "of 
dealing, and gave me great thanks for the travel I had 
made, deſiring me to go home, and he in the mean 
time would convene the reſt of the noblemen of his 
ſide, and acquaint them with his proceedings, and 
take their advice and conſent to this good work, 
which he doubted not to procure ; and thereafter he 
faid he would ſend for me *, and * the 1 
the agreement in writing. 
But he took immediately ancther FO" a . a 
fit man to the Hamiltons, the earls of Hntly, Argyle, 
and their dependers, and offered an accommodation to 
them, if they would be ſatisfied to make an agreement 
by themſelves, not including Grange and thoſe in the 
caſtle: Which condition they accepted of, without 
making therein any ceremonies, whereof they by their 
letters inſtantly: from Perth advertiſed - the laird of 
Grange; lamenting that the ſtraits they were redacted 
to, bad compelled them to accept that agreement 
which the regent had offered them, praying him not 
to take it in evil part, ſeeing they had no houſe nor 
ſtrength to retire themſelves to. They gave him ma- 
ny thanks for the help and aſſiſtance he had made them, 
which they ſaid, they would never forget ſo Jong as 
God would lend them their lives. 

This was the recompence this good Geialew oh | 
ined: for the great help he had given the lords, the 
hazard he had run upon their account, and. the charges 
he had been at in aiding them; not imagining that the 
regent would be ſo: malicious as to caſt him off, and 
nat accept of his friendſhip which he incontinently of- 
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forth: tha regent would bear none of his offers, per- 
ſuading the reſt of his- faction that theſe of the caſtle 


were fo proud and -wilfal, that they. refuſed to ſerve 
the king, or acknowlege him as regent. And this was 


publiſhed and preached; and yet the contrary was 
true, for they would have taken any reafonable ap- 
poinment, What rage was in the regent's mind for 
greellineſs of their lands, and goods; or what ſhould 


have induced him to bring an army from England to 


beſiege the caſtle of Edinburgh, I know not, it being 


to the diſnonour of his prince and country, ſeeing a 
little before, the caſtle was offered to the earl of Ros 
thes, to be inſtantly delivered unto his hands, to be 
kept to the Regent's behoof; which was refuſecl. 80 


that apparently he had ſome otter fetch in his. head, 
than a man eſteemed ſo wife ſhould have had, feeing 
he might have obtained his intent without the help of 


England, having all Scotland at bis devotion, faving 
that few number within the caſtle, who would _ 


wiſe have agreed upon any reaſonable condition. 


Thus the caſtle of Edinburgh was ſtraitly befieged 


with an Engliſh army under the conduct of the mar- 
Wal of Berwick, aſſiſted by all Scotland. Theſe with: 
in, ſeeing they could not be received upon any com- 
poſition, debated fo long as they had victuals and wa- 
ter; for their draw well dried by the droughty fum- 
mer, and they had no other water: but what they 
fetched, letting men with cords down over the walls 
and rock of the caſtle to a well on the weſt ide, 
which was afterward poiſoned; whereby fo many as eſ- 
caped the ſhot died, and the reſt fell deadiy fick; Yet 
che laird of Grange undertook with eight perſons to 


keep the caſtle untaken by force, of the which num 


ber were, the lord Hume, my two brothers Sir Robert 
and Sir Andrew, the laird of Pitarrow and his brother 
Patrick. This veſolution being taken; the laird of 


Seil and Marthew: Colvil his brother were ſent ta 
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. 
ment; but their deſigu was to get "intelligence of the 
ſtate of the houſe, ———— 
yet alive; which: 'they did, ſo chat ſome fled ont over 
the walls, and others were that forth. For the captain 
thought the houſe in a better condition both n vi- 
cual and otherwiſe, when they were forth. 

The marſhal of Berwick, Jecing no e to 
reg entered into oontention wich the ambaſſador, 
alleging that the queen his miſtreſs be de 
noured, and ſaid he would wait no longer; where - 
upon they. without entered upon a new 


communing, 
and ſent up again the laird of Cleiſh to offer them 


good conditions to come forth with their armour and 
bag and baggage, which was agreed to, and that they 
ſhould: be reſtored to their lands; and becauſe for the 


time theſe were in other mens poſſeſſion, it was refer- 


red to themſelves whether they would go to England 
with the marſhal of Berwick, or remain in Scotland a- 
mong their friends, until the promiſe made them of 
reſtoring them to their lands might be fulfilled. - The 


Engliſhmen deſired that the caſtle ſhould be put in their 
hands; but Grange ſent ſecretly to captain Hume and 


captain Crawford, deſiring them to come and ly with- 
in the bulwark betwixt the houſe and the Engliſhmen; 
and to thoſe he delivered the caſtle, and his perſon to 
the marſhal, to go with him to England, until all pro- 
miſes might be kept to him and the reſt by the queen. 
of England's means. In this manner they came forth, 
after that George Douglas, natural brother to the re- 
— — they had all their ſwords 


and weapons about them, and were three days at li- 
berty. My brother Sir Robert lay with me at his own- 


lodging; ieee Liding- 


ton remained yet with the marſhal of Berwick at his 


lodging for their greater ſecurity, becanſe that the peo- 


ple of the town of Edinburgh were greatly their ene - 
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Edinburgh and Leith, the moſt part of the richeſt men 


and merchants left the town and went to Leich, to 
tale part with the regent; therefore: their houſes were 
ſpoiled, upon which account they did. bear griet ka | 
tred to thoſe in the caſtle. 
But at the end eee e ee laid hands | 
upon, and taken as priſoners. For ſome of their moſt 
malicious enemies put it caſily in the regent's head, and 
the ambaſlador's, that it: was well done to move the 
queen of England to cauſe to deliver the whole priſon- 
ers to the regent, to be diſpoſed upon at his pleaſure, 
alleging they had no ſurety but a naked - promiſe, 
| Which they needed not to keep; and becauſe thoſe of 
the caſtle confided wholly on the marſhal's promiſe, 
the ambaſſador was adviſed to prevent the. marſhal's | 
writing; ſo that ere he did write to the queen there- 
about, her letter came to him to deliver up the priſon- 
ers who had been in the caſtle to the regent. And he 
durſt not diſobey her command, the ſame being ſo pe- 
remptory, though he obeyed it With much regret and 
great reluctancy, by reaſon of his promiſe, and return- 
ed malecontent to Berwick. And they in the: caſtle 
were committed to ftrait ward; and thereafter new 
letters were purchaſed by the regent from the queen, 
that he might execute them, which ſhe willingly per- 
mitted, for ſhe would gladly have been quit of my 
lord Hume and Grange, as being two true Scotſmen, 
unwonable to England to do any thing prejudicial to 
their king or country; and of the ſecretary Lidington; 
but he died at Leith after; the old Roman faſhion, as 
was ſaid, to prevent his counng to the — with 
As be the lord Hume, the 8 durſt not . 
Ain him, he ſtanding in awe of Alexander Hume of 
Manderſton, Coldinknows, and the good- man of North- 
berwickiaind, the reſt of that name, who boaſted with ve- 


ry proud language. He died ſhortly after, being ward- 
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ed in the caſtle of Edinburgh. Mr. Killigrew, the 
_ Engliſh ambaſſador, defired no other reward for his la- 
bour but the preſervation of my brother Sir Robert's 
life; for he was obliged formerly to him and me. The 
ion was kept to all the reſt of the mean gen- 
tlemen. The prior of Coldingham and laird of Dry- 
law were afterwards ſet at liberty. Sundry of the cap- 
tains of Berwick went up to the caſtle by the breach 
beat down in the fore-wall by the cannons, that they 
might fay that they had won the maiden-caſtle. But 
this was after that the houſe was delivered over to 
the regent's brother; ao eee to 
enter there with any number. - 
0 this manner both England de regent were 
revenged upon that worthy champion Grange, whom 
they had ſometimes in great eſtimation, who had done 
ſuch notable ſervice in France, being captain of an hun- 
dred light horſemen, that he was extolled by the duke 
of Vendome, prince of Conde, and duke of Aumale, 
governors and colonels then in Picardy; that I heard 
| Henry II. point unto him and fay, © yonder is one 
“ of the moſt valiant men of our age.” Alſo the 
king uſed him ſo familiarly, that he choſe him com- 
monly upon his ſide in all paſtimes he went to; and 
becauſe he ſhot far with a great ſhaft at the buts, the 
king would have him to ſhoot two arrows, one for 
his pleaſure. The great conſtable of France would ne- 
ver ſpeak to him uncovered, and the king gave him an 
honourable , whereof he never ſought payment. 
England h — of his valour frequently againſt 
them upon the borders, where he gave them divers 
ruffles. In a ſingle combat he vanquiſhed the earl of 
Rivers's brother between the two armies of Scotland 
and England. He afterward debated manfully the li- 
berty of his country againſt the Frenchmen, when they 
intended to erect the land into a province. He had 
lately refuſed the demands of Mr. Randolph- and Mr. 
Killigrew, as is before mentioned, and had reproached 
| U 8 5 
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both the ſaid ambaſſadors of falſe and deceitful deat: 
ings. ' Laſt of all, he had refuſed to put the caſtle into 
the hands of Engliſhmen, and therefore becauſe be was 
true to his prince and country, it coſt him his life. 
For they boaſted plainly to bring down that giant's 
pride, who. as. they alleged, preſumed to be another 
Wallace. Albeit contrariwiſe he was humble, gentle, 
and meek, like a lamb in the houſe, but like a lion in 
the fields. He was a luſty, ſtrong and well proportion - 
ed perſonage, hardy, and of a magnanimous courage, 
ſecret and prudent in all his enterprizes, ſo that never 
one that he made or deviſed miſgave where he was 
preſent himſelf. When he was victorious he was very 
merciful, and naturally liberal, an enemy to greedineſs 
and ambition, and a friend to all men in adverſity. 
He fell frequently in trouble in protecting innocent 
men from ſuch as would oppreſs them, ſo that theſe 
his worthy qualifications were alſo partly cauſes and 
| means of his wreck; for they promoted him ſo in the 
opinion of many, that ſome loved him for his religion, 
uprightneſs, and manlineſs; others again depended uf 
pon him for his good fortune and apparent promotion, 
whereby divers of them hoped to be.adyanced and re- 
warded, ſuppoſing that offices and honours could not 
fail to fall to him. All which he wanted through his 
own default, for he had fled from avarice, and abhorred 
ambition, nnd refuſed ſundry great offices, even to be 
regent, which were in his offer, as well as other great 
benefices and penſions. Thus wanting place and-ſub- 
ſiſtence to reward, he was ſoon abandoned by his gree- 
dy and atobitions dependers : for when they ſaw him 
at a ſtrait, they drew to others whom they perceived 
to aim at more profitable marks. On the other hand, 
he was as much envied by thoſe who were of a vile 
and unworthy nature, of whom many have made tra- 
gical ends for their too great avarice and ambition, as 
ſhortly after did the earl of Morton. This gallant 
_ gentleman periſhed for being too little ambitious and 
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breedy/ But fo ſoon as the king's majeſty « came to 
perfect age, and had underſtood how matters had gone 
during his minority, he cauſed to reſtore the heirs of 
the ſaid laird of Grange, who he ſaid was wrecked con- 


_ trary to the appointment made with the'marſhal of Ber- 


wick; and alſo ordered his bones to he taken up, and 
buried honourably in the ancient Fn ann of hls 


predecefſors'i in Kinghorn. 
After his death the marſhal of Berwick took ſo 15 


vy diſpleaſure, finding himſelf fo far affronted, becauſe 


of the breach of his promiſe, and that the appointment 
which he had made with the calle of Edinburgh was 
not kept; that he would tarry no longer in his office 

at Berwick, ſeeing he judged he had loſt his credit and 


reputation; for he was a plain man of war, and loved 


Grange ſo dearly, that at his requeſt he ſpared to caſt 
down the houſes of Seaton and Nidrie, when he came 
in to caſt down the houſe of Hamilton. Likewiſe all 
the officers of Berwick lamented the toſs of ſo wank 


a a captain, 


The regent triumphed for a while, ey" of the 
great aſſiſtance that England made to him, which they 


had never done to any of the former regents, but ra- 


ther ſtirred up factions and parties againſt them to keep 
the country in diſcord, The cauſes that moved ther 
ſo to aſſiſt him were, that they believed the old jeal- 
ouſies betwixt the Stuarts and Douglaſſes ſhould by 


him be brought to an end, the young king being in his 


hands, to be diſpoſed of at pleaſure ; the queen his 


mother being already captive in their hands, which 


two only could join Scotland and England in one mo- 


narchy. Therefore above all others, the guiders of 


the court of England for the time wiſhed them out of 
the way, as well for the great offices done by them 


both to king and queen, as for the deſire they had to 


deſtroy that race and line, to place ſome of their own 


friends to ſucceed to the crown of England. So think- 


ing that the regent's mark in Scotland, and theirs in 
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both the aid i of falſe 5 deceitful 1.deat 
ings. ' Laſt of all, be had refuſed to put the caſtle into 
the hands of Engliſhmen, and therefore becauſe he was 
true to his prince and country, it coſt him his life. 
For they boaſted plainly to bring down that giant's 
pride, who as they alleged, preſumed to be another 
Wallace. Albeit contrariwiſe he was humble, gentle, 
and meek, like a lamb in the houſe, but like a lion in 
the fields. He was a luſty, ſtrong and well proportion - 
ed perſonage, hardy, and of a magnanimous courage, 
ſecret and prudent in all his enterprizes, ſo that never 
one that he made or deviſed miſgave where he was 
preſent himſelf, When he was vidtorious he was very 
merciful, and naturally liberal, an enemy to greedineſs 
and ambition, and a friend to all men in adverſity. 
He fell frequently in trouble in protecting innocent 
men from ſuch as would oppreſs them, ſo that theſe 
his worthy qualifications were alſo partly cauſes and 
means of his wreck; for they promoted him ſo in the 
opinion of many, that ſome loved him for his religion, 
uprightneſs, and manlineſs; others again depended ur 
pon him for his good fortune and apparent promotion, 
whereby divers of them hoped to be advanced and re- 
warded, ſuppoſing that offices and honours could not 
fail to fall to him. All which he wanted through his 
own default, for he had fled from avarice, and abhorred 
ambition, and refuſed ſundry great offices, even to be 
regent, which were in his offer, as well as other great 
benefices and penſions. Thus wanting place and ſub- 
ſiſtence to reward, he was ſoon abandoned by his gree- 
dy and ambitious dependers : for when they ſaw him 
at a ſtrait, they drew to others whom they- perceived 
to aim at more profitable marks. - On the other hand, 
he was as much envied by thoſe who were of a vile 
and unworthy nature, of whom many have made tra- 
gical ends for their too great avarice and ambition, as 
ſhortly after did the earl of Morton. This gallant 
gentleman periſhed for being too little ambitious and 
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wedy? ! But fo ſoon as the king's majeſty came to 


| — age, and had underſtood how matters had gone 


during his minority, he cauſed to reſtore the heirs of 
the ſaid laird of Grange, who he ſaid was wrecked con- 
trary to the appointment made with the marſhal of Ber- 
wick; and alſo ordered his bones to he taken up, and 
batied honourably in the ancient e els of hls 
bert! in Kinghorn. | 

After his death the marſhal of Berwick took ſo hea- 


vy diſpleaſure, finding himſelf fo far affronted, becauſe 


of the breach of his promiſe, and that the appointment 
which he had made with the caſtle of Edinburgh was 
not kept; that he would tarry no longer in his office 
at Berwick, ſeeing he judged he had loſt his credit and 
reputation; for he was a plain man of war, and loved 
Grange ſo dearly, that at his requeſt he ſpared to caſt 
down the houſes of Seaton and Nidrie, when he came 


in to caſt down the houſe of Hamilton. Likewiſe all 
the officers of Berwick lamented the loſs of ſo nen 


a captain. 

The regent triumpbed for a while, pots of the 
great aſſiſtance that England made to him, which they 
had never done to any of the former regents, but ra- 
ther ſtirred up factions and parties againſt them to keep 


the country in diſcord, The cauſes that moved ther 


ſo to aſſiſt him were, that they believed the old jeal- 


ouſies betwixt the Stuarts and Douglaſſes ſhould by 


him be brought to an end, the young king being in his 
bands, to be diſpoſed: of at pleaſure; the queen his 


mother being already captive in their hands, which 


two only could join Scotland and England in one mo- 
narchy, Therefore above all others, the guiders of 


the court of England for the time wiſhed them out of 


the way, as well for the great offices done by them 


both to king and queen, as for the deſire they had to 


deſtroy that race and line, to place ſome of their own 

friends to ſucceed to the crown of England. So think- 

ing that the regent's mark in Scotland, and theirs in 
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| England was conformable, they eſtabliſhed abliſhed and fortified 
bim in his regiment, though God in his goodneſs ſuf- 


fered not their practices to take effect. For the regent 
wanting heirs of his own body, and having no compe - 


titors to {tay him from doing any thing that he pleaſed, 
when he thought the time meet, he delayed matters, 
and in the mean time bent his whole ſtady how to ga- 
ther riches, and how to ſuck out ſubſtance from Eng- 
land and Scotland, moving England thereby too late 
to repent that they had not preſerved the laird of 
Grange to be an awe over the.regent, as he kept the 
king to be an awe over them. And as he was crafty ; 
fo he was fearful and flow of nature, and thought the 


earl of Angus his brother's ſon yet too young, and not 


capable to comprehend his hidden intention, and there- 
fore he was long of reſolving. In the mean time ſer- 


ving his own turn with England, as they did with all 
the world, when they were like to have any trouble a · 


mong themſelves, or with their neighbours; then he 


compelled them to ſend him money, which they were 


neceſſitated to do, though fore againſt their heart, with 
a hidden deſpite and ſecret hatred at his flowneſs on 
the one part, and covetouſneſs on the other. | 
- This regent held the country in an eſtabliſhed eſtate, 
under great obedience, better than for many years be- 
fore or ſince. For there was not another earl of Mor- 
ton to ſtir up the factious ſubjects, as he uſed to do a- 
gainſt the reſt of the regents, which made him ſo proud 
and diſdainful, that he deſpiſed the reſt of the nobility, 
And uſing no man's counſel but his own, he became 
ungrateful to all his old friends and ſervants. And be- 
ing under pretext of juſtice, uſed to commit divers 


wrongs and extortions, he cauſed to begin a procels 


againſt the laird of Fintry, becanſe many years before 


2 thief had made his eſcape out of his hands: and a- 


gainſt the laird of Seafield for a piece of land; and a- 
gainſt Mr. James Thornton for his benefice. Thus as 
he had loft the favour of England, ſo he did, by ſuch 
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ways, the hearts of all Scotland, but only of George 
Auchinleck and Alexander Jardan. As for the laird of 
Carmichael, he lamented to me prievonſly of his ingra- 
titude toward him, and was minded to leave him, until 
1 gave him counſel to help himſelf by the hurtful ex- 
perience of the laird of Grange, and Walter Melvil my 
brother who was one of the gentlemen of the earl of 
Murray's chamber; which two loſt his favour fo ſoon 
as he became regent, And likewiſe I told him, that 
very way J loſt him my ſelf; for we had been long fa- 
miliar with him, and had affiſted him in all his troubles : 
Bnt when he was regent, we would with our wonted 
freedom reprove, admoniſh, and tell him his faults; 
whereby we loſt his favour. And others, who former- 
ly had ever been againſt him, came in and flattered him 
in all his proceedings, and ſtooped very low to him, 
calling him your grace, at each word. "Theſe men, I 
ſaid, won him, and we loft him. And apparently, faid 
to Carmichael, you follow the like fooliſh behaviour 
as we did, therefore you muſt take up another kind of 
doing. And ſeeing your friend is become regent, ima · 
gine that you was never acquainted with him before, 
| but that you are entering to ſerve a new maſter, Caſt 
never up your old and long ſervice, cringe low, grace 
him at every word, find no fault with his proceedings, 
but ſerve all his affections with great diligence and con · 
tinual waiting, and you ſhall be fore of a reward: O- 
therwiſe alt your former time ſpent in his ſervice will 
be loſt, and he will hate you and take a deſpite at you, 
which may bring on afterwards a greater wreek, Car- 
michael gave me great thanks, and his hand that he 
would follow this counſel; which he afterward did ve- 
ry punctually, and fo became a greater courtier than 
ever, and was employed and rewarded, and had cre 
dit to do pleaſure to his friends: but I found him nor 
thankful afterwards to me for my counſel. 

Now the young king was brought up in « Stffing; 
by Alexander Erſkine and my lady Mar. He bad four 
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principal maſters, Mr. George Buchanan, Mr. Peter 
Young, the abbots of Cambuſkenneth and Dryburgh, 
deſcended from the houſe of. Exſkine. ' The laird of 
Prumwhaſel was maſter of the houſhold. Alexander 
Erſkine was a gallant well natured gentleman, loved 
and bonoured by all men for his good: qualities and 
great diſcretion, no ways factious nor envious, a lover 
of all honeſt men, and deſired ever to ſee men of good 
converſation about the prince, rather than his own 

nearer friends, if he found them not ſo meet. 
The laird of Drumwhaſel again was ambitious and 
greedy, his greateſt care was to advance himſelf and 
his friends. The two abbots were wiſe and modeſt, 
My lady Mar was wiſe and ſharp, and held the king 
in great awe; and ſa did Mr. George Buchanan. Mr, 
Peter Young was more gentle, and was loath to offend 
the king at any time, carrying himſelf warily, as a man 
who had mind of his own weal, by keeping of his ma- 
jeſty's favour. But Mr. George was a ſtoic philoſo- 
pher, who looked not far before him: a man of no- 
table endowments for his learning and know lege in 
Latin poeſy, much honoured in other countries, plea- 
fant in converſation, rehearſing at all occaſions morali- 
ties ſhort and inſtructive, whereof he had abundance, 
inyenting where he wanted. He was alſo religious, 
but was eaſily abuſed, and ſo facile, that he was led by 
every company that he haunted, which made him fa- 
Ctious in his old days; for he pale and wrote as thoſe 
who were about him informed him: for he was be- 
come careleſs, following in many things the vulgar opi- 
nion: for he was naturally popular, and extremely re- 
vengeful againſt any man who had offended him, Which 
was his greateſt fault. For he did write deſpiteful in- 
vectives againſt the earl of Monteith, for ſome parti- 
gulars that were between him and the ' laird of Bucha- 
nan. He- became the earl of Morton's great enemy, 
for that a Nag of his chanced to be taken from his 
ſervant during the civil ens and was banghs vy 
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the. regent,, who had no will to part with the {aid 
horſe, he was ſo ſure footed and ſo eaſy, that albeit 
Mr, George had oft, times required him again, he could 
not get him. And therefore though he had been 
the regent's great friend before, he became his mortal 
enemy, and from that time forth ſpoke evil of him i 
all places, and at all occaſions. Drumwhaſel alſo, he- 
cauſe, the, regent kept all the caſualities to himſelf, and 
would let nothing fall to others who were E the 
king, became alſo his great enemy; and ſo did they all 
who were about his majeſty. | 
Tbe regent again, ruling all at his 1 made no 
account of any about the king, until a diſcreet gentle- 
man called Mr. Nicholas Elphiſton advertiſed him, 
that the king had no kindneſs for him, adviſing him, 
albeit too late, to beſtow part of his gold unto ſo ma- 
ny of the king's ſervants, as were thought to be 
| moſt wonable, ſeeing he was envied of many, and 
-bated of every man, eſpecially by thaſe who were 
in Stirling about the king. He gave to one that was 
in mean rank twenty five pieces of gold, at twen- 
ty pound the piece. What he gave to others I cannat 
tell: but ſuch as had ſpoken ill of him before durſt 
vot alter their language, becauſe of the king's wit and 
good memory, who could check any that he per- 
ceived had firſt ſpoken evil, and then began to ſpeak 
good again; as his majeſty had done to one of the 
company, alleging, that he had changed his coat, as I 
was afterward informed: ſo that the regent was too 
long i in dealing part of his gold to thaſe about his ma- 
jeſty, who increaſing in years and knowlege, ſundry 
gentlemen began to look after ſervice, and turned on- 
waiters. Among others, james Stuart ſon to the lord 
Ochiltree, a young man of a buſy brain, had an aſpi- 
ring ſpirit, and through time won great favour and 
credit with his majeſty. And though he was not well 
lik ed by thoſe of the caſtle of Stirling, yet he was the 
mare overſeen, becauſe, he gave continnally evil infor- 
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mation to his 1 e e ieee and fo 


did alſo my L e ef U who bad dec, 


E warded, od hardly handled by the regent, for ſome 
double dealing with Denmark, as was alleged. 
The regent being in this manner brought 0 a 


grace with his majeſty, when he was upon the height 


of the wheel, the earls of Argyle and Athole were 
ſecretly pradtifed, and drawn to Stirling by Dromwhaſel, 


with the conſent of Alexander Erſkine maſter of Mar, 


and Mr. George Buchanan; by whoſe advice and 
counſel his majeſty was eaſily moved to depoſe the 
regent from his office: who yielded eaſilier there- 
to than any man would have believed, againſt the 
opinion of his friends; retiring himſeif to the houſe 
of Lochlevin within the loch, for the farety of his 


perſon, until he might underftand what was like to 
follow thereupon, and what might be the next beſt for 


him to do. 
The king's majeſty having er 
years, ordained a council to fit at Edin- 
 burgh, for ordering the affairs of the realm. The earl 
of Athole was made chancellor, becauſe the lord 


Glammis was a little before flain'in Stirling, by the 


earl of Crawford, as was ſuſpected, though he denied 
the deed, and purged himſelf thereof as far as he coukd, 
The earl of Argyle and the maſter of Mar ante 
Stirling with the king's majeſty, 

During the time that this new abies; far in Edin- 
burgh, the earl of Morton, who was quiet in Loch- 


jevin, making the walks of his garden even, his ming 
was in the mean time occupied in crooked paths, 'plot- - 


ting how to be brought again to be maſter of the 
court; which was accompliſhed upon a night at mid- 
night. When he came to the gates of the caſtle of 
Stirling, they were opened unto him by the two ab- 


dots, and a faction that they had drawn in there with 
em; albeit the maſter of Mar, and earl of Argyle, 
made whit refiftance they could, where the mafter's 
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eldeſt: ſon died in the throng t yet the enterprizera 
prevailed, and brought 3 5 
and put out the earl of Argyle, the maſter of Man, 
Drumwhaſel, and ſuch others as they miſliked ; and 
ſo made a new change at court; where the earl of 
Morton |. handled the matter ſo diſcreetly and mode- 
rately as he could, that the alteration ſhould not a- 
pear to be over ſharp or violent. The new choſen 
council ſcattered incontinently, ſome of them retiring 
home, and ſome joined with the earl of Morton, * 
ing never to ſee a turn again. 

About this time came out of France my lord of Au- 
bigny, who was afterward made duke of Lenox, who 

was brother's ſon to the earl of Lenox, and obtained 
afterward great credit and favour. 

James Stuart of Ochiltree, of whom I formerly 


made mention, aſſiſted him through proceſs of time to 


perſuade the king's majeſty to deſire to ride out of 


Stirling, and make a progreſs among the reſt of his 


ſubjects; which the earl of Morton could not reſiſt, 
ſuppoling that it lay in his power to frame the court 
at his pleaſure. For by his great wealth he was reſolve 
ed to gain ſo many as he judged neceſſary, and ſo by 
the multitude of his friends to bear out the buſineſs, 
however the court was ruled after he had obtained a 
diſcharge and acquittance of his intromiſſion. For, 
though during the time that he was regent, he was 
always ſtrongeſt about the king; yet my lord Aubig- 
ny and James Stuart were moſt in favour, who, by 
their continual rounding in the king's ear againſt the 
carl of Morton, -engendered at laſt a greater diſlike in 
the king of him than he had before. And as James 
Stuart was the ſtirrer up of the other, ſo afterward; 
when he found the time convenient, he took occaſion 
to aceuſe the ſaid earl, before the council of the late 
king's murder. Whereupon the earl of Morton was 
made priſoner, and ſent to the caſtle of Edinburgh, 
and afterward. to. the caſtle of Dunbarton ; which was 
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thought ' ſtrange, in reſpe& of his many friends that 
were in court for the time, who were then found to 
be but friends to his ſortone- For he was loved by 
none, and envied and hated by many; fo that they all 
looked through their fingers to ſee his fall. 

England was alſo angry at him ſor the time, he. 
cauſe of his ſlowneſs to anſwer their turns, which they 
hoped for at his hands, having put the king and conn- 
try in his power. Yet they made ſome offer 1 to aſſiſt 
him; which occaſioned to haſten his ruin. For they 
ſent down ſeventeen companies to the borders, boaſt- 
ing to ſend a greater number, and to declare open war, 
in caſe the earl of Morton was not ſet at liberty, and 
the lord Aubigny put out of Scotland. Mr. Randolph 
was ſent in with this ambaſſage. His majeſty again 
having theſe two young counſellors about him, who 
knew of no perils, raiſed a taxation to pay ſoldiers 


and cauſed to make a proclamation: for every man to 


be in readineſs upon a call: which moved the Engliſh 
to retire, and leave off endeavouring any more his 
aſſiſtance 5 encouraging thereby ſuch as were deadly 
enemies to the earl of Morton to ride to Dunbarton, 
with 1000 raiſed and hired men, together with their 
own friends, to bring the earl of Morton back again 
to Edinburgh, to undergo an aſſize. Some of the earl's 
friends convened, to take him out of their hands; but 


found not themſelves ſtrong enough. They might 


have done it, had it not been the forces which had 
been newly levied, occaſioned by the threatenings 
_ which England had made. Being brought to Edin- 
durgh, he found few friends to appear or act for him. 
His gold and ſilver was tranſported long before, by 
his natural ſon James Douglas, and one of his ſer- 


vants called John Macmorran. It was firſt carried in 


barrels, and afterward hid in ſome ſecret parts; part 
whereof was given to be kept by ſome, ' who were 
looked upon as his friends, who made ill account of 
it again: ſo that the moſt part thereof lighted in bad 
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hands, and himſelf was fo. deſtitute of money, that 
when he went through the ſtreet to the tolbooth, to 
undergo his aſſige, he was compelled to borrow twen- 
ty ſhillings to diſtribute to the poor, who aſked alms 
of him for God's ſake. The aſſize condemned him to 
death, as being art and part in the king's murder, and 
as being of council with the earl of Bothwell, who 
brought him out of baniſhment,: when he was abſent 
for the ſlaughter of David Riccio. He granted that he 
was made privy thereto; but had no hand in deviſing 
thereof. Alid as concerning the young king, he own- 
ed that he purpoſed to ſend him to England for his 
weal, that he might the rather obtain his right to the 
crown of England, being within the country, and 
brought up among them. He died reſolutely, and had 
ended more perfectly, if he had declared and confeſſed 


| his worldly practices and fetches to nouriſh the civil 


troubles, partly at the devotion of England, and parts 
ly for his own particular profit, during the govern- 
ment of the firſt three regents, which occaſioned great 
blood-ſhedding, that nee cries to Heaven for 
vengean ere. 

During the King's young years, the partialicied 
were ſo great, and the whole country ſo diſturbed by 
the two ſeveral parties, who alleged to fight and ſtrive 
for the king and the queen, being then. captive in 
England, and the king yet very young; that many 
perceived them to be but factions, ambitions, avariti- 
ous, greedy, worldly, wretched perſons. . Both parties 
were craftily ſtirred up, and kept in trouble by one 
only ſaction in England, who had that queen's ear, in · 
tending the wreck as well of our king as queen, to 
advance ſome of their friends, to inherit the crown of 
England, which occaſioned a great outcry againſt our 
fooliſh contentions. 

Aſter that the — of Morton, the laſt of the Pon 
regents, was depoſed; the king's majeſty, being young, 
took the ** into his own bands. My lord of 
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Aubigny, being made lord Dalkeith, and een! 
duke of Lenox, was chief about his majeſty, and James 
Stuart, formerly: mentioned ; who afterward took un- 


to himbelf the tile, and then the earldom of Arran, 


that he had done great ſervice, and deſerved 
well, for accuſing and wrecking the earl af Morton. 
He married the earl of March's relict. 

The duke was of nature upright, ju ond ance; 


but wanted experience in the ſtate of the country. At 


firſt he was. wholly guided by the faid Jamey Stuart and 
his wife; who both began to envy him, and there- 
fore they endeavoured how they: might caſt him off, 
that they might attain to the fole management of 
affairs: and for this end they gave him bad advice, 
and ſiniſter informations againſt ſundry of his belt 
friends, And being likewiſe educated' a papiſt, and 
ſuſpected to be at the duke of Guiſe's devotion, and 
therefore a dangerous man to be about his majeſty ; 
the whole country was ſtirred up againſt him; Eng- 
und by their ambaſſador helping to kindle the fire, 
"Mr, David Macgil, and Mr. Henry Keer, were hi 
chief counſellors, both wiſe enough for their own pro- 
fir, but careleſs of his ftanding ; and therefore not fit 
to counſel him who was his majeſty's greateſt favour- 
ite. At the inſtigation and miſmformation-of the earl 
of Arran and his lady, he firſt did caſt off his true 
friend the maſter of Mar, captain of the caſtle f 
Edinburgh; and aſter that Sir William Stuart, captain 
of Dunbarton ;- and then Alexander Clark, provoſt of 
Edinburgh, and the earl of Gowrie, treaſurer. The 
reſt of the nobility were alſo diſſatisfied to fee theſe 
o young lords. only in favour with the king, 
ſinding that _ both did aim at noblemens lives, for 
their lands. „albeit ſome of them miſliked the 
earl of . 8 proceatings, yet they judged the 
taking of his life an hard preparative. They likewiſe 
fuſpected religion to be in hazard, the one being 1 
Papiſt, and the other a ſcornes of all religion. They 
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thought that from two ſuch counſellors, no wholeſome 

advice eould proceed for the peace of the country, and 
the eſtabliſhment of religion. Therefore a number of 
them conſulted together, to diſplate both the duke and 
the carl of Arran,' to ſend the'one to France, and to 
remove the other from court. In the mean time they 
reſolved to throng themſelves in about the king, and 
to make a reformation of the abuſes, and to environ 
his majeſty with their forees, ſo ſoon as he came to 
Dunfermling, whither he had appointed to come at his 
return out of Athole, where he was for the time a- 

hunting, and to preſent to him this. ſupplication. 


It may appear ſtrange to your majeſty, that we, 
« your moſt humble and faithful ſubjects, are here 
convened beyond your expectation, and without 
« your knowlege; but after your majeſty hath heard 
© the urgent occaſion that hath preſſed us hereto, 


your majeſty will not marvel at this our Boneſt, 


“ lawful and neceſſary enterprize. | 

<« Sir, for the dutiful reverence that we owe unto 
© your majeſty, and for that we abhor to attempt any 
© thing that may ſeem diſpleaſing to your majeſty, we 
© have for the ſpace of two years ſuffered ſuch falſe 
4 accuſations, calumnies, oppreſſions and perſecutions, 
* by means of the duke of Lenox, and him who 
is called earl of Arran, that the like inſolencies 
« and enormities were never heretofore born within 


Scotland. Which wrongs, albeit they were moſt 


© intolerable, yet when they only touched us in par- 
« ticular, we comported with them patiently, ever at- 


. tending when it ſhould photo your majeſty to give 


© a remedy thereto. 

“ But ſeeing the inlay aforeſaid have e; de- 
ce ſigned to trouble the whole body of the common- 
wealth, as well the miniſters of the bleſſed Evangel, 
as the true profeſſors thereof, but in ſpecial that 
« number of noblemen, barons; burgeſles and com- 
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monality, who did moſt worthily behave themſelves 
in your majeſty's ſervice, during your youth; whom 


principally and only they moleſt, and againſt whom 


they uſe moſt extremity and rigour of laws, oft- 
times moſt ſiniſtruouſiy perverting the Game for 
their deſtruction, ſo that one- part of theſe yaur beſt 
ſubjects are exiled, another part tormented, and put 
to queſtions, which they are not in law ebliged to 
anſwer ; and withal do execute with partiality and 
injuſtice all your laws. And if any eſcape their 
barbarous fury, they can have no acceſs to your 
majeſty, but are -falſly calumniated, and debarred 


from your preſence, and kept out of your favour. 


5 Papiſts and moſt notable murderers are called 


home daily, and reſtored to their former honours 


and heritages, and oft-times highly rewarded with 


the offices and INTE NEE of your moſt faithful ſer- 


vants. | 
« Finally, your eſtate mY is not 8 by the 


council of your nobility, as your moſt worthy pro- 


genitors uſed to do, but at the pleaſure of the fore- 


ſaid perſons, who enterprize nothing but as they 
are directed by the bifhops of Glaſgow and Roſs, 
your denounced rebels, having with them adjoined 


in their ordinary councils the pope's nuncio, with the 


ambaſſador of Spain, and ſuch other of the papiſts 
of France as endeavour to ſubvert the true religion, 
and to bring your majeſty in diſcredit with your 
ſubjects. They travel to cauſe you negotiate and 
traffic with your mother, without the advice of your 


eſtates, perſuading your majeſty to be reconciled 


with her, and to aſſociate her conjunctly with you 
in the authority royal, meaning nothing other 
thereby but to convict us of uſurpation and trea- 


ſon. 


And ſo having theſe your beſt ſubjects out of hs 
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way, who with the defence of your authority main- 
tained the true _— as two things united and 
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ble; pn apy ries WAR followed but the 


ans and deſtruction of both? 


For concluſion, your whole native cou CG for 
which, Sir, you muſt give an account to the eternal 


God, as we mult be anſwerable to your majelty, is 
fo perturbed and altered, and the true religion, 


commonwealth, your eſtate and perſon are in no 


leſs danger than when you were delivered out of 
the hands of the cruel murderers of your father : 


9 were we will not inſiſt on at this ** 


( 


(e 


" Sit, beholditig theſe great dangers to be i immi- 


nent, "and at hand, without ſpeedy help, and per- 


ceiving your nodle perſon i in ſuch hazard, the pre- 


ſervation whereof is more precious to us than our 


lives; finding alſo no appearance that your majeſty 
was | forewatned hereof, but like to periſh before 
you could ſee the perils we thought that we could 
not be anſwerable to our eternal God, neither faithful 
ſubjects to your majeſty, if, — to our abili- 
ty, we prevented not this preſent diſlreſs, preſerv 


ing your majeſty from the fame. | 

For this effect, with all dutiful Hhomility and 
obedience, we your majeſty's true ſabjefs are 
here convened, deſiring your majeſty in the name 


of God, and for the love you bear to his true reli 


gion, to your country, and commonwealth ; and, 
as you would ſee the tranquillity of your own 'oltate, 8 
to retire yourſelf to ſome part of the country, where 


your majeſty's perſon may be moſt ſafely preſerved, 
and your nobility ſecured, who are under hazard of 
lands, life and heritages. And then your majeſty 


| ſhall ſee thediſloyalties, falſhoods, and treaſons of the 


perſons aforeſaid, evidently proved and declared to 
their faces, to the glory of God, advancement of 
his true religion, your majeſty's preſervation and 
| hongur, and the deliverance of yourn troubled com- 
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At this Highland-bunting "a ma 7 0 was ney 
dy accompanied... The duke of Lenox tarried for 
the time at Dalkeith ; the new earl of Arran was at 
EKinneil. Many of the council were appointed to hold 
juſtice ayres in divers-ſhires of the country. I was 
ordained to hold the juſtice ayre of Weſt-Lothian at 

Edinburgh with my lord Newbottle, Mr. David Mac- 
gil and Mr. John Sharp. There came to my bed time- 
ly in the morning a gentleman, alleging that I had 
formerly done him courteſies, which till now he was 
never able to recompenſe, that he would make me the 
Inſtrument of ſaving the king's majeſty, my maſter, 
out, of the hands of thoſe wha were upon an en- 
terprize to take and keep him. I ſaid, I could 
hardly truſt that; but I feared that the duke of Lenox 
might be in hazard, who was gone to Glaſgow to hold 
juſtice ayres, becauſe of the hatred which I knew was 
born him, eſpecially for the maintaining the two bi - 
ſhops of St. Andrew's and Glaſgow: He anſwered, 
they will lay hands firſt on the king's majeſty, and then 
the duke and the earl of Arran dare no more be ſeen, 
heir inſolency and miſbehaviour being the cauſe. of all 

e preſent diſorders; for there is an enterprize to 
preſent a ſopplication againſt them to his majeſty. 
After he had told me this news, he deſired me to con- 
ceal his name, though to tell the matter to his ma- 
jeſty. He ſaid, this turn would be done in ten days 1 
and as I ſtarted up to put on ar clathes,- be thes: to 
us door with a ſhort farewell. 

| Becauſe the duke was at Dalkeith, 1 did nde ti. | 
Ds, and ſhewed him the whole matter, adviſing 
him to ride himſelf to his majeſty with this adver- 
tiſement, for his on ſecurity ; but he choſe ra- 
ther to direct a gentleman with all poſſigle dili- 
gence to his majeſty, willing me alſo to write unto 
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e of Gowrie; for the gentleman had not named 
him to me with the reſt of the enterprizers; either out 
of forgetfulneſs, or elſe becauſe he was but lately won 
to that purpoſe by the laird of Drum whaſel, who had 
aſſured him that the duke of Lenox had gd to 
lay him at the firſt meeting 3 perſuading the earl, up- 
on this ground, to join with the reſt of the noblemen, 
who were determined to reform the eſtate. Unto the 
which invented advertiſement be too eaſily gave cre- 
dit, and ſo joined with the reſt of the nobility who 
were minded to preſent the forenamed ſupplication to 
the king at his coming to Dunfermling. 

It is certain that the duke of Lenox was led by e 
vil counſel and wrong informations, whereby he was 
woveck to meddle in ſuch hurtful and dangerous eourſes, | 
that the reſt of the nobility became jealous of his in- 
tentions, and feared their eſtates. As for the earl of 
Arran, they deteſted his proceedings, and eſteemed 
him the warſt and moff inſolent inſtrument that could | 
be found out, to wreck king, kirk and country. The 
duke had been tolerable, had he happened upon as ho- 
_ reſt counſellors as he was well inclined of himſelf : 
but he wanted experience, and was no ways verſed in 
the ſtate of the country, nor brought up in our reli 
gion, which, by time, he might have been brought to 
have embraced. But the earl of Arran was a ſcorner 
ol religion, preſumptuous, ambitions, covetous, care- 

leſs of the commonwealth, a deſpiſer of the nobility, 

and of all honeſt men; ſo that every man was expect- 
ing a ſudden change: "which ſhould have been made 
in Dunfermling, in preſenting the above ſpecified ſup- 
plication, But what moved the lords to ſurprize his 
majeſty within the houſe of Huntington, I know not; 
if it was not to embark the earl of Gowrie, whale 
bouſe it was, more deeply i in their bond: or that 

they, fearing their enterprize to be diſcovered, made 
me greater haſte, and ſtayed his majeſty in that place, 
n was afterward called the Road of Ruthven. 

X 3 
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Aſter that the duke of Lenox was advertiſed of this 


enterprize, he ſent for the earl of Arran, who was 


peaceably paſſe ing his time in Kinneil. He took in 
hand to ride out and ſave the king, boaſting that he 


would chaſe all the lords into mouſe-holes : but he 


was chaſed, and ſaved himſelf in the houſe of Ruthven, 

where they had ſhortly-made an end of him, had not 
the earl of Gowrie interceded for his life, whoſe deſti- 
ny it was to keep him alive, to be his own wreck af- 
terwards. The duke of Lenox being advertiſed that 
his majeſty was in their hands, retired himſelf to Dun- 


barton; and his majeſty was mixers to Stirling, and 


there retained. 
The king of France and the queen of England, be- 


ing informed that the king was taken and kept in cu- E 


400, ſent each of them an ambaſſador to this coun- 
try, to comfort his majeſty, to ſee what the matter 
meant, and to offer him their beſt affiſtance, in caſe 


he required the fame, and declared that he had been 


taken and kept againſt his will. But after' great thanks 
given unto the ſaid ambaſſaders, the king willed them 
to declare unto their princes, that he was very well 
fatisfied with the lords who were about him, and that 


they were all his own ſubjects, willing to obey him; 


but that they had conceived ſome hard apprehenſions 
of the duke of Lenox, and ſome others who had been 
about him before : albeit his heart was full of ſorrow 
and diſpleaſure, as he told himſelf afterward, and even 


then likewiſe to Mr. Cary couſin to the queen of 


England, who whiſpered in his majeſty's ear, requeſt- 


ing him to tell the plain verity, which he ſhould keep 
ſecret from Mr. Bowes his companion, and alſo from 


the lords, and ſhould only ſhew his inward-mind pri- 
vily to his miſtreſs the queen; Yet it neither ap- 
peared by the ſucceſs to have been kept ſecret, nor 
did that queen. make any further inſtance for his li- 
derty. 

The lords in the mean time thooght meet to hold a 
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vic; whe bent wo. take, wherein it 
was determined that their enterprize was good ſervice 
to his majeſty, the kirk, and commonwealth; which 
his majeſty granted allo to be true : whereapon an 
act of council was formed. At that ſame time the ge- 
neral aſſembly of the kirk was held at Edinburgh, to 
the which his majeſty was moved to ſend two com- 
miſſioners, to teſtify that he had allowed for good ſer- 
vice the” ſaid lords enterprize, defiring likewiſe the 
kirk to find it good for their parts, and to ordain the 


_ miniſters and commiſſioners of every ſhire to publiſh 


the ſame to their pariſhioners, and to get the principal 

entlemens fubſcriptions to maintain the ſame. Not- 
vithſtanding all this, his majeſty took the matter fur- 
ther to heart than any man would have believed. He 
lamented his miſhandling to ſandry noblemen and o- 


thers ; and at length acquainted ſome of them, that 


he intended to relieve Miſe through time out of 
their hands who held him as captive. He defired ſach 
as he truſted in, to aft him with Weir counſe] and 
help. | 

| The lords again Wb Joined rogether for the 
reformation of the ſtate, being rid of the duke of Le- 


nox, who had paſt through England to France, where 


he ſhortly after died of a ſickneſs contracted through 
diſpleaſure ; and being alſo rid of the earl of Arran, 
whom they kept captive in the cuſtody of the earl of 
Gowrie ; they retired themſelves from the court to 
their honſes, that his majeſty ſhould not think himſelf 
any way deprived of his liberty by them; for they 
had got ſome intelligence of his inward grief, for his 


taking and retaining. Whereupon his majeſty takes 


occaſion to appoint a convention, to be holden in St. 


Andrew's, for ſome Engliſh affairs, after the return 
ing of Mr, John Colvil and colonel Stuart, who both 


had been ſent thither, and had not agreed well con- 
eerning their commiſfion, having brought back again 


| different anſwers. Fo the which convention his ma- 


ze, by . 56 invited Fa of t the ns but 
he called none of the lords thereto. who had lately leſt 
him, ſuppoſing that, perceivingthemſelves ſo far dight- 
ed, they would not come unwritten for; and that 
way he thought he might flip himſelf out of their 
| hands, and retain about him ſuch lords as he had 
written for, to wit, the earls of Argyle, Huntly, 
Montroſe, Crawford, Rothes, and the earl of March, 
who was an indweller i in St. Andrew's for the time, 
and the earl of Gowrie of whom he judged himſelf af 
fured, though for ſome reſpects he would not employ 
' him til afterwards, leſt the reſt of his aſſociates ſhould 
allege that he had left them unhandſomely. For the 
ſaid earl bad repented him that he had ſuffered himſelf 
to be drawn in by Drumwhaſel to join with the reſt, 
after that he had received ſure information that the duke 
of Lenox had not laid for his flaughter, as was alleged, 


Therefore he repented his folly, and offered at all oc · 


caſions to help to ſet him at liberty. 
So his majeſty thinking himſelf aſſured of all theſe 
noblemen „the day appointed for the convention draw- 


ing near, it pleaſed him to ſend colonel Stuart to my 


bouſe, ſhewing me that his majeſty having ſomewhat 


to do of great concernment, he had directed him un- 


to me as to one of his moſt faithful ſervants, of whoſe 
fdelity and foreſight, he had formerly had ſufficient 
proof, by the true warning I had made him before the 


alteration. As a ſworn gentleman of his chamber, he 


deſired that I would help him to his liberty, which he 
was determined to attain at his being at St. Andrew's, 
whither he was reſolved to go ſhortly to a convention, 
to which he defired my aſſiſtance and advice, his ma- 
jeſty being minded, as 1 ſaid, to follow my counſel 
ſo long as he Bived,. willing me not to refuſe any ſer- 
vice that his majeſty would demand of me at meeting. 
This commiſſion was to me very unpleaſant, for. I had 


talen my leave of the court, as being wearied: with the 


many alterations I had ſeen, both at home and in for 
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reign. courts, having got- great, trouble and damage to 
my {elf for other mens cauſes. Therefore I had deter- 


mined to be no more concerned in public affairs, but to 


lead a quiet, contemplative life the. reſt of my days. 
This defire of my prince and maſter was like to put - 
me from this reſolution, In this perplexity I had re- 
courſe by humble prayer to God, ſo to direct my act- 
ings as they might tend to his glory and to the weal 


of my prince and country. And thereaſter, according 


to my dutiful obedience, I went unto his majeſty. 
When I came to him at Falkland, he told me of his 


_ reſolution, lamenting his hard ſtate and, miſhandling 
by his own ſubjects, and what diſpleaſure he had ta- 


ken, and that he was thought but a beaſt by all neigh- 
bour princes, for ſuffering ſo many indignities. 
I again diſcourſed unto his majeſty about the com- 
mon eſtate of all countries during their prince's mino- 
rity, the, nobility ſtriving for ſtate and for the chief 
handling, whereby. to. advance themſelves and their 
friends. As did the houſe of Guiſe during the young 
age of king Francis II. The prince of Conde during 
the reign: of king Charles 11. of France; and alſo the 
king of Navarre: likewiſe the dukes of Somerſet and 
Northumberland during the youth of king Edward VI. 
of England. And as well in the queen his mother's 
time, as in his own time, ſome aiming to advance their 
own affairs, ſome to defend and maintain their own 


eſtate, engaged in divers enterprizes and ſtrifes, none 
of the parties bearing any evil will to his majeſty, but 


every one being in love with him, and deſiring to be 
neareſt to his perſun. And albeit ſome of them be oſt 
times tranſported, either by ambition, greedineſs or 
vengeance, to ou t-ſhoot themſelves and forget their 
duty; yet princes, who are wiſe and come to perfect 
age, have ever found. it their intereſt to pardon and 
overſee all ſuch-faults as have been committed at ſuch 
times. by too great a number of ſubjects. Now whep 


Charles IX. agreed with the prince of Conde, all his 
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firmer offences nr d ani 
as ef trek majefty hath done in agreeing with fo many 
ty as were in fear that the duke of Lenox 


ad yo: of Altan would wrong both them and the | 


country, as they did allege. 


Now, Sir, if your majeſty ſhall flip Nom them, they 


will think their eſtate in greater danger than ever; not 
from yourſelf, but from ome of their unfriends who 
may fall in again about you. And albeit they be pre- 
ſently abſent, they have both à guard and ſome of their 
friends preſently about your majeſty, and ſo they will 
not fail to keep the convention, and be as ſoon at st. 
Andrew's as the other lords whom your majeſty hath 
invited by letters. For it ſtands them upon their lives 
and fortunes to be ſtill chief about your majeſty, 
Therefore ſaving your majeſty's own pleaſure, I judge 
you preſently in a far better and ſafer condition than 
you wilt be by abandoning them, in caſe you get it 
not well effected; wherein there will be found greater 
difficulty than your majeſty hath yet deeply confidered, 
as the importance of the caſe requires. 

All thefe diffuaſions had no force to ſtay his majeſty 
Fro his former deliberation, as having taken up a 
great diſpleaſure and a princely courage either to lib> 
rate himſelf fully, or die in the attempt. But, for to 
follow the example of other wiſe princes, as he had 
begun himſelf, to allow for good ſervice the enterprize 
called the Road of Ruthven; 75 he reſolved that being 
at liberty, he would make a general act of oblivion for 


all bygone faults and errors committed by his nob'lity 


and ſubjects during his minority, and from that time 
forth to be as a father to the country, and a juſt and 


equal prince to all his ſubjects; that no man's life, no 


man's land, goods, nor office, ſhould be taken from 
them. That as the fitteſt and moſt effectual way for 
ſettling peace in the country, he would give ſutisfaction 
to the church in their defires. That he would keep 
about his is perſon the moſt virtuous and diſcreet of his 


. 
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nobility and gentry who could be found, His majeſty 
Ern rener ebnen, and coun- 
ſellable. 5 
For the better management then Ai pn 
fgn, it was thought expedient, that he ſhould be in St. 
Andrew's ſome few days before the convention, that 
being once there, proclamation might be iſſued out, to 
forbid any nobleman or other to come to the conven · 
tion, whithout being exprefly called by letter from his 
majeſty, For this end it was adviſed, that the earl of 
March ſhould invite his majeſty to be at St. Andrew's 
two or three days before the convention, by reaſon of 
his preparation of wild meat and other fleſhes, that 
would ſpoil in caſe his majeſty came not to make good 
chear with him ſome days before. Wherenpon his 
majeſty went forward, contrary to my. opinion and 
the judgment of ſome others about him, who though 
we were ſenſible of the inconveniencies which might 
follow, durſt not be ſo bold as to ſtay him, though we 
told his majeſty our opinion, that we judged it was 
hazardous for him to ride, till the lords, who had been 
advertiſed to attend him, might come forward. Never- 
theleſs he went on, and advertiſed the earl of March, 
the provoſt of St Andrew's, and other barons, to. at- 
tend him at Dairſy. Where meeting them, his majeſty 
thought himſelf at liberty, expreſſing great joy, like a 
bird flown out of a cage; paſſing his time in bawking 
by the way after his meeting them, thinking himſelf 
fure enough, albeit I thought his eſtate far ſurer when 
he was in Falkland. For when he came to St. An- 
drew's, he lodged in an old inn, a very open part, the 
yard dikes being his greateſt ſtrength ; few of the lords 
he had written for being yet come, except only the earl 
of Crawford who was near. ; 
In the mean time I perceived the folly, and went to 
the provoſt of the town, deſiring to know what forces 
he had within the town at his devotion? He anſwered, 
very few, and thaſe not to be truſted to. I aſked who 
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was in the caſtle? He told me, the biſhop; . 
I dealt incontinently, to have the caſtle in NO 
receive his majeſty; which he promiſed to do. 
when J returned to his majeſty, — ation 
clamation had been made, that no man ſhould come to 
the convention but ſuch as had been written for, 1 
found that the abbot of Dunfermling was arrived out 
of Lochlevin, and the earl Mariſchal out of Dun- 
dee. The earl of Mar was ſtill with his majeſty; but 
all the lords were advertiſed with diligence from Falk- 
land, that his majeſty was ſuddenly gone for St. An- 
drew's, deſiring them to make haſte to go thither, elſe 
they would be late. The ſaid abbot, for his part, was 
ſoon enough there, and behaved himſelf with great diſ- 
ſimulation, extolling his majeſty's enterprize, ſo that he 
gained ſo much credit as to caſt down all their devices 
who were upon the king's fide, though he was a ſpe- 
cial doer ſor the contrary party. He ſaid, it was not 
fit by proclamation to ſtay the nobility,” but rather to 
write miſſives to them, not to come accompanied with 
any more than two perſons with every nobleman, 
When his majeſty told me this, I was very angry, 
and ſhewed him that this was the ready way to put 
him again in their hands, without thanks, from whom 
he had lately fled, aſſuring his majeſty that they were 
coming forward very ſtrong, and in arms, and would 
be ſooner there than thoſe lords he had written for, 
adding, that they might come in quietly themſelves, 
and cauſe their companies to come in by two's and 
three's to the town, whereas it had been better to let 
them come in all together, that their whole forces 
might have been ſeen. Vet his majeſty was loth to 
enter within the caſtle that night for his greater ſecu- 
rity, until it was very late after ſupper, giving thoſe 
that were there already time to adviſe, and to enter- 
prize that fame night to take him again, in caſe he had 
gone to the abbay yards to walk, as they had perſua · 
ded him, till the caſtle was prepared. And ſome were 
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already entered the ſaid yard for that effect in armour, 
3 I had ſome: ſuſpicion, and therefore inſtantly 
advertiſed his majeſty, who. thereupon changed his re- 
ſolution, and paſt by the yard-gate to the caſtle, 
Ihe next day the whole lords, as well written for 
as unwritten for, arrived at St. Andrew's; the king's 
lords quite without armour, the other lords ſtrongly 
armed. The earl of Mariſchal, and Mar, and the ab- 
bot of Dunfermling, lodged within the. caſtle with his 
majeſty, where the crafty abbot counſelled the king to 
let none of the lords come. within the caſtle accompa- 
nied with more than twelve perſons. He ever appear- 
ed to favour the king's intention, and therefore this 
crafty counſel was ſollowed. The next morning the 
caſtle was full of men; and thoſe of the contrary par- 
ty, being well armed, had already taken the ſtair - heads 
and galleries, reſolving again to be maſters of the king 
and all the reſt: which being too late perceived, dili- 
gence was incontinently uſed to bring within the caſtle 
all the earl of March's gentlemen, with the lairds of 
Dairſy, Balcomy, Segie, Forret, Barns, and others, 
with ſo many of the town as were at the provoſt's de- 
votion; which for that "gs. een the foreſaid 
deſign. 
he earl of Gowrie was allo a great tay i in that r mat-= 
ter; for albeit he came thither as ſtrong, and as angry 
as any of the lords; yet he was advertiſed of the king's 
good will towards him, and ſo was drawn from the reſt. 
That dangerous day being thus paſt without any harm 
done, the next day ſuch order was taken, as his ma- 
jeſty was maſter of the caſtle, following no more the 
faid abbot's counſel, but declared his moderate inten · 
tions to all the lords, to the Fife barons, and towns 
upon the coaſt fide, 0 had been ſent for, and like- 
' wiſe to the miniſters and maſters of the college; name- 
ly, “ that albeit. he had been detained againſt his will 
20 * for ſome time; yet he intended not to impute it as 
u A crime, nor to remember any thing done in his mi- 
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4 nority, but that he would paſs an act of oblivion as 
« to all that was. paſt; ſatisfy the demands of the 
* church; agree parties among whom there were dif- 
« ferences; and to carry himſelf to all his ſubjects e- 
« qually, knowing none of them to bear him any evil 
“e will, and that they had been driven to enterprize the 
6 ink they had done, by the force of their factious 
« partialities: näng many other ſuch words of cle- 
mency and diſcretion, to all their contentments. There- 
after he ordained four lords, two of every faction, to 
retire them for a while, to wit, the earls of Angus, 
Bothwell, Huntly, and ern retaining all the reſt 
about him as indifferent for his ordinary council, by 
whoſe advice he was reſolved to ſettle his eſtate, and 
thereafter to bring again to court the whole lords 
above named. Then his majeſty called for me before 
a number of the ſaid lords, and gave me greater com- 
mendation and thanks than I had merited, as being the 
only inſtrument, under God, of his liberty. His ma- 
jeſty cauſed alſo to make a proclamation, conform to 
his former promiſes and moderate intention: but I 
took no pleaſure to be praiſed in preſence of ſo many, 
anſwering to his majefty, © that I had already diſpleaſ- 
„ed all thoſe who were m=_ the E ar his 
5 detention.“ 

Now matters nie fettled 3 in | appearance, i this 
deſign ſucceſsfully ended, ſome of the king's lords who 
had been flow 2 (and when they were come, 
finding the lords of the contrary faction ſtrong and in 
armour) denied that they knew any thing of his ma- 
jeſty's enterprize, laying the whole burden upon colo- 
nel Stuart and me. But when they ſaw appearance of 

a proſperous ſucceſs, they took the matter ſtoutly upon 
them, and began in plain council to tell how long they 
had been upon the counſel of that enterprize with his 
majeſty, and how long waiting for bis advertiſement. 

Of a truth his majeſty was of a merciful mind, and 
gently inclined toward all the nobility, intending to 
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win all their hearts by his own diſcreet behaviour, 
and to that effect he went firſt to the houſe of Ruthven, 
to let the country ſee that he was entirely reconciled to 
the earl of Gowrie. Where after he had royally enter- 
tained his majeſty, he fell down upon his knees, la- 
menting that his majeſty ſhould have been retained in 
that unhappy houſe at his laſt being there, which he 
ſaid, fell out rather by accident than deliberation, only 
for the ſafety of the earl of Arran's life: alleging, that 
he knew no other thing, than that, at his majeſty's be- 
ing at Dunfermling, they were minded to preſent him 
an bumble ſupplication, aſking pardon. for that acci- 
dental fault: which his majeſty graciouſly promiſed 
never to impute to him, knowing how blindly he was 
brought .upon it by the practices of others. 

In the mean time James Stuart earl of :Actie: het 
obtained the favour tbe warded in Kinneil, his own 
houſe, and ſent and congratulated his majeſly's liberty, | 
begging that he might have acceſs to come and k iſs his 
hand; which was plainly refuſed. Then he ſent dai- 
ly his opinion and advices to his majeſty, how to pro- 
cced againſt divers of the nobility, and others; ad- 
viſing to bring back to court the earls of Huntly and 
Crawford: which was too eaſily condeſcended to by 
the earls of Argyle and Montroſe ; only the earl of 
Gowrie reliſted, alleging, that the earls of Bothwell 
and Angus were put in hopes to be brought in with 
them, or as ſoon as they. But the equality expected 
was ſoon forgot: which moved the carl Mariſchal and 
| Others to retire to their houſes, The abbot of Dun- 
fermling remained till at court, and to curry favour of 
colonel Stuart then captain of the guard, he gave him 
a purſe of thirty pieces of gold at four pound the piece; 
which pieces the colonel diſtributed to ſo many of the 
guard, who bored them and ſet them like targets upon 
their knap-ſacks, and the purſe was born upon a ſpear- 
point like an enſign. The abbot ſhortly after was ward- 
ed in Lochlevin. Mr. John Colvil, the laird of Cleiſh, 

* #. | 
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and. Drumwhaſel were A warded by the advice of 
the earl of Arran and his wife, who 1 ſoli- 
cited his majeſty that they might come to court. And 
at length I was requeſted by his agent James Stuart, 


to deal with his majeſty, to permit the ſaid earl to 


come again to the court: ſor he ſaid, that his majeſty 
was favourable enough, and that the earls of Argyle, 
Huntly, Crawford and Montroſe, had not only given 
their conſent, but that the earls of Argyle and Mon- 
troſe had faid unto his majeſty, that they would ride 


themſelves and fetch him; only the earl of Gowrie 


reſiſted; and that the king had ſhewn him, that he 
would do nothing therein without my conſent and ad- 
vice, I anſwered, that his majeſty needed not my con- 
ſent, if himſelf and fo many noblemen were content. 


He replied again, that his majeſty repoſed more upon 


me at that time, than upon all ys council, as his ma- 


jeſty had ſhewn' him; and that he would not bring him 


without my conſent. Whereupon I went unto his 
ma eſty, and ſhewed him what language the earl of Ar- 
ran's ſervant had to me, concerning his maſter's com- 
ing to court, and that his majeſty laid too great a bur- 
den upon me, to ſay that he would do nothing there- 
in without my conſent. Thereupon his majeſty took 


me to the gallery of Falkland, lamenting, as he had been 


informed, the loſs of many of his beſt friends, as the 


earls of Lenox, Athole, and duke of Lenox: and 


now, ſays he, they will not permit the earl of Arran, 
who hazarded his life to relieve me, to come and ſee 
me. He deſired me to acquaint him, what might be 
ihe occaſion they hated him ſo much. My anſwer 
was, that to tell the verity perilled my ſelf, to con- 
ceal the truth endangered his majeſty. He would 
needs know my meaning therein. I ſaid, the earl of 
Arran is one of the worſt inſtruments can come about 


you, whereof your majeſty hath had too ſure a proof, 


his miſbehaviour being the - only occaſion of the late 
——_— and if he . be again acne about 
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your majeſty, the like or worſe will follow,  There-- 


upon it is dangerous to my ſelf to acquaint your ma- 
jeſty herewith, ſeeing it will occaſion him to be my 
Jeadly enemy, if he ever get notice thereof. Then 


his majeſty deſired only to let him come and kiſs his 


hand, promiſing he ſhould not tarry ; entreating me 


to deal with my lord of Gowrie, that he would alſo 
grant that he might but once come to court, and he 
ſhould incontinently return to his houſe, without any - 


ſtay. I ſaid, I ſhould cauſe him to yield to his ma- 
jelty's pleaſure. ; 


In the mean time I took . to S unto 


his majeſty how that many great princes are wrecked 


by their ambitious counſellors, who will rule all alone, 
taking upon them a greater burden than they can bear: 


for remedy whereof, his majeſty ſhould ſpend every 
day but 'one hour, to hear a choſen number of honeſt 


counſellors reaſon upon his affairs; then himſelf to 


give his opinion what he thinks fitteſt to be done, as 
the king of France uſed to do. Which his majeſty 
granted very willingly, and ſo long as he kept that 
order by the ordinary council-days, his turns went 
rightly forward. The whole lords who aſſiſted his 
majeſty were of his council, Sir Robert my brother, 
colonel Stuart, the laird of Seigie, and my ſelf. 


But as ſoon as the earl of Arran. got acceſs to his 
majeſty, he not only ſtaid at court againſt promiſe, but 


alſo within a ſhort time altered all this way of proce- 


dure, with a deſign to draw the management of all pub- 
lic affairs to himſelf, At his firſt entry he carried him- 
ſelf very humbly ; for after he had kiſſed his majeſty 's 


hand, he embraced me and kiſſed my cheek, giving me 
many thanks in his majeſty's preſence, alleging, that 


the whole name of Stuarts was obliged to me, for the 


notable ſervice, he alleged, I had done his majeſty : as 


for him, he ſaid, he ſhould never take any thing in 


hand, but be therein directed by my brother and me. 
But colonel Stuart and he ſpoke not bogetlier; until his 
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travel I did at length. At firſt the colonel ſwore a 
great oath, © that if his majeſty ſaffered that villain 


to remain at court, he would yet again- undo all,” 


For a little time he kept himſelf quiet; but there was 


no appearance of his home-going. Sometimes he would 


rep:ove my gentle kind of procedure in his majeſty's 
affairs, and could not endure. to ſee-them handled by a 


number. He inſinuated to his majeſty, that he would 


find it a troubleſom buſineſs to be incumbered with 


many contrary opinions, He deſired him to recreate 


himſelf at hunting, and he would attend the council, 


and report again at his majeſty's return all our opi- 


nions and concluſions. This he obſerved two or three 
times, and ſo in a very ſhort ſpace changed the former 
order laid down to have been followed: fo that he 
gave account of no man's adyice but his own; yet he 
made his majeſty believe that it was all our opinions, 
that it was his intereſt to follow a violent courſe; And 
though the ſame was directly againſt his majeſty's firſt 


deliberation, intention, and proclamation of clemency; 


yet he cauſed to make contrary proclamations againſt 
thoſe of the Road of Ruthven, ordaining them all to 
take remiſſions for that which before was allowed for 
good ſervice, moving divers noblemen and others to 
withdraw from the court, for fear, to ſome place of 
ſecurity. When he eauſed to be read before the coun- 
cil his new invented proclamation, I down-right op- 
poſed my {elf to it, ſaying, that I knew it was directly 
againſt his majeſty's mind and promiſe. Whereupon 
he leapt out of the council-houſe in a rage, and ſaid, 
I would wreck the king by my manner of doings. I 
anſwered, either you or I, my lord; with other ſharp 
pricking language, ſo that for that time it was ſtayed. 

- Afterward he waited a meet occaſion to get it paſt, ha- 
ving procured a flattering faction to aſſiſt him, in ex- 
pectation to be made ſhares of the ſpoil he hoped to 
make, a part org — them, to gain 
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their. votes to his deſire. And ſo all things were 
turned vpſide down, a great number of noblemen : and 
others being put thereby in fear of their lives and e- 
ſtates. And when any of us, who were deſirous of 
his majeſty's quiet and proſperous eſtate, would ac- 
quaint bis majeſty with the danger of theſe praceed- 
ings of the earl, he would be very ſorry, ſaying, tlie 
earl made him believe that he did nothing bur by com- 
mon conſent of the council. And when his majeſty 
underſtood the contrary, he was very earneſt and wil- 
ling to amend the diſorder, but was {till circumvented 
by the ſaid eail, and ſuch as for fear, flattery, or ex- 
n of profit, advanced all his deſigns. 
About this time there came 2: ſharp letter from, the 
queen. of England unto. his majeſty, who thought the 
noblemen who were aimed at, and were abſent from 
court, fitteſt inſtruments to he about his majeſty 3; and 
for entertaining of amity and concord betwixt their 
majeſties and kingdoms, ſhe, was not content to ſee | 
them ſo hardly handled. The wy of which letter 
T bare; bere Jgſerted. f . vl 
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* couſin, I wiſh Iſocrates's noble leſſon were not 
“ forgotten, that wills the emperor his ſovereign to 
make his words of more account than other men do 
© their oaths, as meeteſt enſigns to ſhew the trueft 
4“ badge of a prince's arms. It moveth me much to 
4 moanyon,whenTbehol.' bow diverſcly ſundry wicked 
* ſpirits abſtract your mind, and bend your courſe to 
« crooked paths and evil illuſions, wrapt under the 
« cloak of your beſt good. How can it be that you 
© can ſuppoſe an honourable and fatisfatory anſwer 
“can be made unto me, when all your actings gain- 
* ſay your former vows? You deal with one whoſe 
© experience will not take droſs for good payment, 
Z and with one who will not be eaſily beguiled. No, 
no: I mind to ſend to ſchool 12 ae coun- 


17 AE A HENSINS bee. 
* alen 1 am ſorry to lad ye bent to wrong 


een, in thinking to injute others; yea thoſe, 


44. who if they had taken the opportunity in their 


ce e they might have done you more prejudice 
cc than a thouſand ſuch mens lives be worth, who 
& perſuade you to avow ſuch deeds, as to oblige the 


© beſt deſerving of your ſubjects to demand a fault. 
«© Jeſs pardon. Why do you forget what you wrote 


& to myſelf with your own hand, ſhewing how dan- 
ce gerous a courſe the duke was entered in, though you 


4 ſeemed to excuſe him, as if he had intended no evil 
& therein? And yet you would make them guilty 
6 who delivered you therefrom. 1 hope you more 


“ eſteem your honour, than to give it ſuch a ſtain; 


44 ſince you have ſo oft proteſted, that you was reſoly: 


4 edi to notice theſe lords as your moſt aſſectionate 
«© ſubjects, in the full perſuaſion that all they had mm 


« was by them intended for your advantage. 
4 conclude, I beſeech you proceed no further in his 


“ courſe, till you receive an expreſs meſſenger, a tru- 


“e ſty ſervant of mine, by whom I intend to deal as an 


cc affectionate ſiſter with you, as one from whom you 


_ © may ſee you ſhall receive honour and contentment, 
© with more ſurety to yourſelf and ſtate, than by fol- 
ce lowing the pernicious counſels of theſe crafty diſſem- 


“ bling counſellors, as knows the Lo ap; to whoſe 


* Wes gg I do commit you. 


Your ne aired: and Lale 
My and coulin, > 
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- Vnto this leyter his ele . me, in his 
name, to write an anſwer, that he might write it over 
A with his owl hand: for the N for the 
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time was in ſuſpicion to have been upon the —_—_ 
courſe. The p was as ns followeth. - 
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MADAM, 


4 have received a 1 of your's eg in 
« the entry that ſentence of mWocrites which willeth 
« princes words 'to be more entirely obſerved than 
« other mens oaths ; as though ſome ſiniſter report 


« were made unto you of ſome forgetfulneſs i in me, or 


« that you fear, that in time coming I fail in keeping 
“ ſuch promiſes unto my friends, as may be made 
“ upon juſt and convenient occaſions. 

„For anſwer unto that head, I remember another 
« ſaying of Iſocrates, where he would not have them 
G repute ſriends who allow or praiſe whatſoever we 
« fay or do, but rather ſuch who modeſtly reprove 
« our faults. So that I take your ſharp admonition 


« at this time, as proceeding from a fiſterly love, 
« albeit upon wrong information; hoping that ſo 


“ ſoon as you ſhall trul vnderſtand of my hard 
* handling and patient bel 
well ſatisfied; as to deem me to have done nothing 


« but that which you would have done yourſelf i in 


$ the like condition, 
« Firft, when J was detained captive wüde ofa? 
* pretext, it pleaſed you to ſend your ambaſſadors 
* (like as did the king of France) friendly to viſit me, 
* offering me great kindneſs and help, in caſe I need- 


© ed any for the time; for which 1 do yet render 
“your majeſty hearty thanks: which offer 1 did not 


think fit to Pew A alleging that I was well con- 
tent, and had good ſriends about me, which was 
very true; for one part of theſe ſame lords who 
« were then about me, perceiving my g. ef and miſ- 


© content, offered then to relieve me, whenſoever 1 


* would deſire to be at greater liberry. - wWhereupon 
4 made yu then that anſwer, whereof you make 


aviour, you ſhall be ſo 
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mention in your letter, as I gave the like anſwer 
to the French ambaſſador. Nevertheleſs, I was re. 
ſolved, at a fit time, to relieve myſelf, for my ho. 
nour, as I have done lately ; following another 


| ſaying of Iſocrates, willing princes to hazard rather 


to die honeſtly, than to reign ſhamefully : for hoy 
I did reign for the time, you might know by your 


couſin Mr. Cary, in whoſe ear I rounded my fami- 


liar inward grief, becauſe he ſaid you deſired hin 
to require it at me apart, promiſing that it ſhoul4 
be ſecretly kept from all others ; albeit I uſed not 


ſuch freedom with Mr. Bowes. Indeed I ſubſcrib- 


ed ſuch writs and letters as the ſaid lords preſented 
to me; for the time was unfit to diſpute too pre- 
ciſely upon circumſtances that were determined by 


thoſe who were maſters of me and the ſtate. 


This anſwer, I ſuppoſe, will fatisfy your own 
reaſonable and equitable judgment, diſcreetly con- 
ſidering the ſame with yourſelf apart. I doubt if 
it will be fo interpreted by others of your counci}, 


who have particular deſigns of their own; to whon, 


becauſe I impute the whole hard Hnguage contain- 
ed in your angry letter, and not to yourſelf and 
gentle inclination, I think it needful now to write 
an anſwer unto every part of the ſame. So, attend- 


ing patiently upon your better intelligence and in- 


formation in theſe matters, I will rather retain in 


my memory your former fruitful friendſhip, than 


now ſtart at any wrong ſet ſyllable, or four ſen- 
tence, placed in your paper at the partial inſtance 


of others. 


ix Ae e which anti 4 45 o 
Lenox, his godly end hath declared his honelt 
meaning; whoſe death I might juſtly lay upon 
ſuch as forcibly removed bim from my preſence: 


nevertheleſs I reſolve to put all bygones in oblivi 
on, e een ee W. TFN n 
pardon. 
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„ Where you deſire that I proceed no further un- 
« ti] a truſty meſſenger may come from you, I intend 
« to ſtay from doing any thing till then, that you 
« may be juſtly offended with, (albeit — ad- 
« yiſes princes ſpeedily to execute ſuch turns as good 
( counſel thinks neceſſary to be done) wiſhing that 
© he who ſhall be ſent may be as willing to work the 
« the effects of true love and friendſhip betwixt us, 
« 2s J am aſſured it is both our hearts defire and in- 
« tention : whereto I pray the Lord to grant in- 
« creaſe, continuance and happineſs, to his glory, 
“ and to the wel, peace and quiet, of both our 
6 realms, ” | 


The fochrtey Walſingham was he of whom men- 
tion is made in her majeſty's letter to be ſent in here; 
but he was long by the way, by reaſon that he was 
ſickly. In the mean time Mr. Bowes, Who was am- 
baſſador reſident at Edinburgh, had received this letter 
by the ordinary poſt, and returned the anſwer. He 
declared many commendations, from my lord Burleigh, 
and ſeveral of the council of England, to my bro- 
ther Sir Robert and me, alleging that they were glad 
to hear that ſuch men were about. his majeſty, that 
were of their religion, and with whom they were long 
acquainted, wiſhing many ſach to be in court. 
About this time the earl of Arran obtained the 
keeping of the caſtle of Stirling, and infinuated him- 
ſelf fo far upon his majeſty, that he took upon him 
the whole management of affairs, and cauſed: fundry 
noblemen to be baniſhed, as the earls of Mar, Angus, 
and the maſter-of Glammis, and divers others: and by 
his inſolency he drove the earl of Gowrie from court, 
far againſt his majeſty's intention; who ſent me for 
him to his houſe, to bring bim again to court, which 
was for the time at Coupar in Fife, where his majeſty 
agreed him and the earl of Arran, But no condi- 
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tions promiſed were kept to Gowrie, ſo that be wid 0 
vexed, that he reſolved to leave the country. 

I have already declared, how loath I was, that ei- 
ther his majeſty ſhould leave the lords who were about 
him, or that T ſhould in any wiſe be a medler again 
in public affairs, conſidering the many alterations 1 
had ſeen by long and hurtful experience: yet the af. 
fection I had for his majeſty engaged me not to refuſe 
his commands, being my native prince and maſter, 
and 1 his humble ſubject and ſworn ſervant, firſt as his 
domeſtic, as being one of the gentlemen of his cham- 

ber, and a member of his privy council. But after, 
his majeſty being taken, I was no more admitted by 
his keepers; who thought fit, for their ſecurity, to 
place ſuch men about him as were entirely at their 
devotion. As for my part, as I was ſorry that his 
majeſty ſhould be uſed any other way than at his own 
pleaſure, ſo I was much ſatisfied to be permitted to 
live quietly at home the reſt of my days ; yet being 
called again by his majeſty, I waited upon his com- 
mands. Now again perceiving his majeſty's moſt ac- 
ceptable ' proclamations flyly and cunningly chang- 
ed, contrary to his majeſty's merciful intentions, 
Us ſuing out contrary proclamations, and intending 
violent purſuits againſt thoſe concerned in the Road 
| of Ruthven, whereby too great a number of noble- 
| men and gentlemen deſpaired of their ſafety and lives, 
in a lamenting manner I remembered his majeſty, how 
he was abuſed, and what great inconveniencies were 
like to enſue. Thereupon his majeſty, upon my re: 
N Z lation, appeared very ſorrowful, and aſſured me of 
- hai reſolutions to amend theſe diſorders. But it was 
{ bis misfortune to adviſe thereabouts with thoſe who 
4 underhand were chief inſtruments therein; believing 
that becauſe he loved them, they alſo loved him and 
the. weal of his affairs. They again, making ſome 
appearance of intentions of ſatisfying his expectation, 
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indirectly, by means of too many who depended up- | 


the contrary to hi majeſty's —— — 3 
meaning was brought about; ſo that many noblemen 
left the country, and all honeſt men left the court, to 


the great ſatisfaction of the earl of Arran and his wife, 


who had the greater opportunity of guiding all. 4 
that they might the eaſier ſet forward this courſe, they 
perſuaded his majeſty. to paſs to Stirling, whither they 
knew few or none durſt repair who were not at his de- 
votion, he being captain of the ſaid caſtle, and pro- 
voſt of the town. After I had frequently warned his 
majeſty of the ſtorm I did foreſee coming, I retired 
W from court. 

His majeſty, being at Stirling, aſked frequently for 
me, regreting that I was not continually with him. 
Whereupon the earl of Arran adviſed, that I ſhould 


be ſent ambaſſador to the queen of England, upon 


ſome pretended affair, as well to abſent me from his 
majeſty, who he perceived had ſome favour for me, as 
to take occaſion upon my return to bring me in diſ- 
grace, as if I had been guilty of ſome miſmanagement, 
becauſe he knew that, as matters {tood, I could do no 
good at that time. And commonly, de mens com- 
miſſions take no good effect, they are calumniated by 
their enemies and envyers, as unfit inſtruments, un- 
ſkilful and undiſcreet. Which calumnies get oft- 
times too much credit, when matters ſucceed not con- 
form to the deſire of the maſter. For this end he had 
engaged his majeſty to write for me: but before his 
letter came to my hands for the ſaid voyage, I had 
indited a long letter to have ſent unto his majeſty, as 
a remembrancer of his former promiſes, i intentions and 
proclamations ; ſhewing what inconveniencies were 
like to enſue the ſetting forward of a contrary courſe, 
together with ſuch remedies as I could judge meeteſt 
for the time. 

The tenor of his majeſſy⸗ 8 Fes to me was, that 
he had ſome matters to communicate to me, where- 
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in he reſolved: to employ both my advice and 


pains ; and therefore he deſired me to come to Stir- 


ling with all convenient expedition after the ſight of 


the faid letter; where I ſhould underſtand more 
amply the occaſion of my being ſent for, as I would do 
him accountable pleaſure and good ſervice. Written 
from the caſtle of Stirling, the 22d of October 1583. 


Aſter the receipt of this letter, I did ride unto his 


majeſty, and took with me the letter which I had pen- 
ned before; whereof the copy followeth, 


2 1-K 


© AS it hath pleaſed your maj efty heretofore to 
accept of my will for agreeable ſervice, even ſo 1 
hope that your highneſs's conſtant favour ſhall 
continue toward me now and in time coming, not- 
withſtanding my preſent abſence. For albeit that, 
during your majeſty's young age, I was ſuffered to 
live happily at home, from the handling of public 


affairs; yet I found myſelf obliged to bear my pro- 


portionable burden in your ſervice, ſo ſoon as it 


* ſhould pleaſe your majeſty to lay your commands 


on me for that effect, being then moſt. aſſured to 
walk in a juſt and lawful vocation ; which, to give 
continual teſtimony of my dutiful cheddience; not 
preſuming to give your majeſty counſel, I have 
only taken the boldneſs to preſent to you in theſe 
few lines my ſimple opinion of things that are ap- 
parently to fall out us pou majeſty's late pro- 
ceedings. 

« For when it pleaſed your ee at your firſt 
going to St. Andrew's, to take upon yourſelf the 


free government of your affairs; your majeſty's 


gracious - intention and propoſition then was not 
only moſt agreeable to all the lords, barons and 


' miniſters there preſent for the time, but alſo to the 
reſt of your good ſubjects, when as they underſtood 
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of your merciful inclinations. Which being now 
otherwiſe overturned, than was either firſt intended 
or determined, is able to breed cumber and diſor- 
der, unleſs your majeſty by wiſdom and dexterity 
prevent the apparent inconveniencies. For it pleaſ- 


ed your majeſty then openly to declare, how that 


you only ſought, with your own reputation and 
ſafety, the weal and fafety of your whole ſubjects, 
as being willing to give ſatisfaction to the demands 
of the church, to agree all parties, to blot out of 
memory the name of factions, and put in perpetual 
oblivion all crimes committed in your majeſty's 
minority, acknowleging all ſuch as chanced to be 


done during the ſame, but to have fallen out be- 


twixt ſubject and ſubject, for ſuch particular re- 
ſpects as your majeſty never purpoſed to impute to 


* any of their charges, but to reign over them all in 


times coming as a gracious father, and that by the 
advice of the leaſt factious and beſt affected of the 
nobility, barons, and other ſufficient ſubjects: no 
man to be placed about, or proſcribed from your 
majeſty, by favour or ſirname, kin, friend or ally, 
but for ſufficiency, virtue and loyalty : as alſo, if 
any were to be abſented, or ſent home for a time; 
it ſhould not be done at the inſtance of any envious 
ſuitor of his office, or particular party; but for 
your majeſty's honour and ſafety, during your plea- 
ſure; leaving them ſtill in hope, through good be- 
haviour to obtain again familiar acceſs about your 
majeſty, as formerly. 


' © If this calm courſe had been followed, there was 


« 
(e 
= 
«c 
cc 
6 
0 


appearance of a quiet ſtate. But the altering and 
changing this gentle kind of dealing to a ſharp and 
violent purſuit of ſundry, by ſeeking out over ma- 
ny faults in the perſons of ſo many great and ac- 


© tive men, hath bred ſuch diſcontent and ſo furious 


a faction, that if ſudden remedy be not provided, 


civil diſſenſion and deſpaired _—_— 2 to 
2 2 
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« be looked for by all ſach as have ſufficient experi- 
ic ence of the nature of Scotſmen, and ſeemly intelli- 
“ gence of the deportment of divers, which the neceſ- 
< ſity of their unſure eſtate may well drive them ho- 
* neſtly to'take in hand. 
It is true, that the flouriſhing of en 

„ conſiſts much in the rewarding of the good, and 
«© puniſhing of the wicked. No doubt but faults 
enough have been done during your nonage ; but 
to ſeek them out narrowly, and to puniſh them ſe- 
verely, in ſuch caſes and at ſuch times, in matters 
«© wherein many have dipped, is no fafe courſe. Yea, 
„though your majeſty were willing, as I know 
© you are not, I cannot ſee how you can get it done 
« againſt ſo great a number, having fo ſmall ſub- 
* ſtance-and few forces, and 10 potent and mighty 
« neighbours lying ſtill at wait, upon all ſuch contro- 
« verſies and occaſions, to take advantage thereof, 
hereby to ſerve their own turn. This conſidera- 
« tion allo ought preſently to be noticed, that the 
« wonted reverence born by the ſabje&s unto the 
4“ princely authority of their ſovereigns, is much de- 
< cayed in this kingdom, by reaſon of the queen's 
youth and long abſence ; and even ſo in your ma- 
«« jelty's time for the like cauſes, but chiefly becauſe 
e that your majeſty's being yet young, have been ac- 
« companied this time paſt with the youngeſt and 
< meanelſt ſort of your nobility ; who, albeit they 
may be faithful and honeſt to ſet forward your ſer- 
vice, yet the reſt of your ſubjects, alleging them to 
<& be factious, ignorant and covetous, doubt of their 
E diſcreet behaviour, ſeeing their intentions are to 
& rule by force. Hardly may a prince aſſure himſelf 
< at all occaſions, to chuſe a ſure courſe, wherein 
& there ſhall be no peril ; for commonly, thinking to 
& eſcape out of one inconveniency, he falls oft-times 


into another: therefore prudence conſiſts in un- 
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 « Jerſtanding the quality of ee and in chuſing | 


« the leaſt evil for the beſt. | 

„ Some kingdoms and countries are governed by 
« force, ſome by fairneſs; on the other part, ſubjects 
« gbey either for awe, or love. That prince is re- 
« puted of no value, who cannot win the hearts of 
« his ſubjects by one of theſe two: for either muſt 
« the means be taken at once from ſuch as are ſuſpect- 
« 6d deſervedly, whereby they may do harm ; or 
« elſe they muſt be ſatisfied in fuch fort as in reaſon 
they may be content, and ſo ſerve ſor love, and 
« not for awe. 80 that it is eaſy to judge, which of 
« theſe two governments may be meeteſt for your ma- 
4 M 

. The emperor Trajan, being demanded wherefore 

« his ſubjects loved and honoured him above his pre- 
« deceſſors, anſwered, Becauſe I forgive them who 
« offend me, and neyer forget any who have done 
me ſervice, Julius Pollux, maſter to Cæſar, points 
out a true prince to be of divine countenance, 
« oodly, merciful, juſt, equitable, careful of his af- 
« fairs, conftant in his deeds, true.in his promiſes, 
« ſubje unto reaſon, maſter over his affections, fa- 
« therly towards his ſubjects, of eaſy acceſs, gentle 
to be ſpoken to, ready to forgive, flow to puniſh, 
« princely, liberal, ſubtile, ſecret, and ſharp of in- 


geny. 


Nov, becauſe it appeareth your majeſty in youth _ 
© hath been ſufficiently verſed in many of theſe vir- 


« tuous precepts, I wiſh from my heart that ſuch im- 
4 preſlions may be as well taken of them that are 
© preſently about you, ſeeing that princes are com- 


* monly deemed to be like thoſe whom they make 


© moſt their familiars. | 
© Therefore, Sir, for eſchewing all thoſe evils, and 
4 to put the neareſt remedy unto all the appearing 
* inconyeniencies, it is fit, ſo ſoon as it may pleaſe 
your majeſty, to paſs to Edinburgh, to convene the 
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mo ſt antient of your nobility and barons of beſt re. 


pu tation; by whoſe advice, together with thoſe 


that are already in -court, your country may be 
quie ted, and your ſubjects ſatisfied. For now, as 
matters are handled, to ſpeak of clemency, by cauſ- 
ing them to take remiſſions, i it will want credit, and 
be ill interpreted, as not conform to your majeſty's 
firſt declaration. 
* The emperor Adrian 3 ** men of great 
age and experience, and helped himſelf by their 
many perils. | 
Alexander Severus would nk 4 no matter of 
importance, but with advice of the moſt antient 
and beſt experimented. He never went out of Rome 
unaccompanied with four or five of moſt honour- 
_ antient and grave. perſonages, that none ſhould 
ced to fear that he would commit any error. He 
never ſuffered the ſenate to conclude any weighty 


' purpoſe, unleſs fifty of them had been preſent, He 


cauſed all his counſellors to put their opinions in 
writing, to ſee if any were poſſeſſed with paſſions 
or partialities, He changed oft his familiarity with 
ſundry of the ſenate, leſt he who had always his 

ear might be overcome with importunate purſuits, 


or partiality. 


 * The urgent neceſſity of the time, moſt noble 


and excellent prince, cauſeth me to be ſo tedious. 


Humbly craving pardon, and heartily kiſſing your 
majeſty's hands, I pray the eternal God grant you 


long and happy life. 


From Halhill, this Your 3 moſt AY | 


5th of Oct. 1583. 


and obedient ſervitour, 


JauEs MELVIL- 
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When I came to Stirling, and ſhewed his majeſty 
"ls letter, he not only liked well of it, but engaged 
to follow the advice therein contained He lamented 

to me the partial dealing of thoſe about him: only he 
faid, that my brother Sir Robert'was upon a ſound 

conch for quieting of the eſtate; and that ſome noble- 
men, againſt whoſe partialities he had oppoſed him- 
ſelf, had diſcorded with him in his majelty's preſence. 

It pleaſed his majelty allo to tell me, that the cauſe 
why I was written for, was to be ſent to England, to 

travel with the queen there, for entertainment of mu- 

tual amity, and increaſe of her favour and good-will 
concerning the title and ſucceſſion to the crown of 

England, and aſſiſtance to help to eſtabliſh his troubled 

eſtate, perturbed by the inſolence and partialities of 
his ſubjects, bred and engendered _ them _ 

his minority. 

I anſwered, that 1 judged it was a very unmeet 

time, ſeeing I aww, as matters ſtood in Scotland, that 

England would make no account of him, nor of any 

that would be ſent from him, until firſt he would let it 
be ſeen and heard, that he-could ſettle his own eſtate, 

and, by his wiſe and prudent management, render his 
own ſubjects obedient to his commands; this being 
done, they would honour and eſteem him. And that 
the beſt and readieſt way to obtain alſo one day the 
crown of England was, to guide Scotland ſo well, 
that they might find ground ſome day to wiſh to 
be under the government of ſuch a prince. By this 
kind language, and his majeſty pondering what ground ' 

I had to uſe the fame, he was ſatisfied that my voyage 

ſhould be ſtayed till a more convenient time. 80 I 

returned from court to my own houſe, _ | 

It is mentioned here above in the queen of Eng- 

land's letter, how that ſhe was minded to ſend a truſty 

ſervant unto his majeſty, willing him to ſtay from any 
ſtrict proceeding againſt the lords, who were prickt at 
for the Road of Ruthven, until the arriving of the 
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ſaid ambaſſador, who was the ſecretary Walſingham, a 


counſellor of. worthy qualities; who had great credit 
with the queen of England. But be was of a ſickly 
complexion, and was not able to endure riding poſt, 
therefore he was long by the way, being carried in a 
chariot. So that during his longſome voyage, the ear] 
of Arran went ay forward, n ths tenor of the 
queen of England's letter. 

So ſoon as his majeſty was advertiſed of the arrival 


of Sir Francis Walſingham, I was ſent for to come to 


court, and directed to ride and welcome him in his ma- 
jeſty's name, to bear him company, and convoy him 
about by Stirling to St Johnſton where his majeſty 
thought fit to give him audience. Deſiring me alſo to 


ſay unto him, that his majeſty was very glad of the 


_ coming of ſuch a notable perſonage, Who was known 
to be endued with religion and wiſdom, whom he had 


ever eſteemed as his ſpecial friend, being aſſured that 


his tedious travel in his long voyage (being diſeaſed as 


he was) tended to more ſubſtantial points for the con- 


firmation of the amity between the queen his ſiſter and 

him, than had been performed at any time before. 
The ſecretary Walſingham anſwered me again, that 

the great deſire he had to eſtabliſh an aſſured amity be- 


twixt the two princes and countries, moved him to un- 


dertake the embaſſage himſelf, his majeſty being the 
prince in the world that he loved next unto the queen 
his miſtreſs, and wiſhed moſt to ſee and be acquainted 
with, And that he hoped his commiſſion ſhould ſuc- 


ceed the better, that he had met firſt with me his old 


friend, and only acquaintance in Scotland. For we had 
been companions abroad upon our travels, and divers 
times when I was ſent to or paſſed through England, 
he would have me to lodge and ly with himſelf at 
London, which occafioned- that we had more ſamiliar 
conferences. Whereupon I did write two ſeveral let- 
ters, that his majeſty might be the better provided to 
make anſwer to ſuch heads as I knew he would pro- 


wad foo wr DA Hu VXÞ | tes }|P Hawn ow wq R0VD9Þ as wp ee 


n 1 ls. RLocas DA —_—_ 


SIR JAMES - MEL VII. 273 


Then we took our journey through Linlithgow 
to String, and from that to Perth. He had heard that 
my lord Seaton and Livingſton were written unto to 
convoy him; but he requeſted me to ſtay them, that 

he might have the more conference by the way with 
me, otherwiſe he would be compelled to entertain the 
noblemen, I judged it probable that his wg ak in this 
was, to let ſee his own train; for he was ſevenſcore 
horſe in company. Being near the court, his majeſty 
ſent out two of the council to meet him, to wit, my 
lord of Down, and my brother Sir Robert. 
The next day his majeſty gave him audience, ac- 
companied with Mr. Bowes ambaſſador refident in 
Scotland, Their firſt reaſoning was upon his majeſty's 
liberty, and wherefore .he had left the company who 
were about him, being the beſt and moſt religious ſort 
of the nobility, and of her majeſty's beſt acquaintance, 
and by whom ſhe would deal in her affairs more friend- 
ly, than ſhe could do with others, whom ſhe could not 
ſo well credit. Whereunto his majeſty made anſwer 
ſo gravely and directly, that Walſingham wondered. 
The next day his majeſty appointed four of the coun- 
cil, and my {elf to be with them, to reaſon with him, 
and to ſound what he would be at. But he refuſed to 
deal with any but with his majeſty, who heard him 
again without Mr. Bowes. Where he difcourſed long 
with his majeſty; and when he came forth from his 
majeſty, he took me by the hand, and ſaid, that he 
was the beſt content man that could be, for he had 
ſpoken with a notable young prince, ignorant of no- 
thing, and of ſo great expectation, that he thought his 
travel well beſtowed. The earl of Arran deſired to 
enter into familiar conference with him, but he refuſed 
to ſpeak with him; making no longer ſtay, but took 
leave of his majeſty, who commanded me to accompa- 
ny him to the ferry. At our parting, he promiſed at 
all occaſions to write to me, and much lamented that 
the earl of Arran was again in court, and in ſuch credit 
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with his majeſty. Which he ſaid if he had underſtood 
before he took his journey, he would have ſhifted the 
ſame, and ſuffered ſome other to have been ſent. For 
he could ſee no ſure courſe. could be taken between 
their majeſties, ſo long as ſuch inſtruments had ſuch 
credit about him. For he eſteemed the faid earl a 
ſcorner of religion, a ſower of difcord, and a deſpiſer 
of true and honeſt men; and thereſore he refuſed to 
ſpeak with him, or enter into acquaintance: for he 
was of a contrary nature, religious, true, and a lover 
of all honeſt men. Therefore Arran to be revenged u- 
pon him, ſpared not to do a great diſhonour to his 
majeſty. Firſt for deſpite, that he refuſed to ſpeak with 
him, he cauſed refuſe to permit the captains of Ber- 

wick, and divers other honeſt gentlemen; who came 
to convoy the ſecretary Walſingham, the entry of his 
majeſty's chamber door. And then he cauſed to pre. 
r a ſcornful preſent for him at his departure, to wit, 
a ring with a ſtone of chryſtal, inſtead of a rich din- 
mond which his majeſty had appointed for him, valu- 
ed at 700 crowns, which he was oft-times minded to 
ſend back again unto his majeſty, rather to let him 
ſee how he was abuſed, than how he was uſed. Some 
promiſe was alſo made unto him, about the repairing 
ſome wrongs done by Scotſmen upon the borders, 
which he alleged was not kept. For Arran did what 
he could to diſpleaſe him, and to render his commiſſion 
in all points ineffectual, and his travel in vain. Ne- 
vertheleſs he made fo good report of his majeſty's vir. 
tues and qualities, that it put him in ſome ſuſpicion at 
his return to the court of England, where ſhortly after 
he took ſickneſs and died. My opinion is, that if 
God had granted him longer life, he would have been 
found a great friend to his majeſty, who marvelled 
that the chief ſecretary of England, burdened with fo 
many great affairs, ſickly and aged, ſhould have enter- 
prized ſo painful a voyage without any purpoſe. For 
it could not be yet perceived what was his errand, ſave 
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only that he gave his majeſty good counſel, But he, 
being religious and of a good conſcience, was deſirous 
to ſee and underſtand aſſuredly ſuch qualifications to 
he in his majeſty, whereof he had frequently been in- 
formed. He returned with great contentment in his 
mind for that part; but very ſorrowful for the compa- 
'ny that he found in greateſt favour and credit about 
his majeſty. Which was the more unexpected, by rea - 
ſon of a letter that his majeſty had ſent unto the queen 
his miſtreſs, promiſing not to bring in again to court 
the earl of Arran, without her advice and conſent. For 
my part, I never ſaw ſuch appearance of a proſperous 
eſtate for his majeſty's honour, ſurety, love and obe- 
dience of his own ſubjects, increaſe of the number of 
his friends in England to the advancement of his title, 
neither before that time nor ſince; if the ſaid Arran 
had not been brought again to court, which I left not 
undeclared to his majeſty divers times, not without 
ſome danger. 

Indeed his majeſty's intention was not that he ſhould 
ſtay at court, but only to come and kiſs his hand. But 


he again being once entered, won ſome of the lords, 


whoſe particulars he promiſed to ſet forward, if they. 
would concur with him, and ſhew his majeſty that 
his preſence about his perſon was neceſſary, and that 
my gentle proceedings would ruin the king's intereſt, 
and them all. Managing thus the matter, he remain- 
ed at court, and minded to make himſelf and his aſſiſt- 
ers rich by the wreck and ſpoil of others, who had 
taken his majeſty at the Road of Ruthven: and then 
he and they were to guide all at their pleaſure. So ma- 
ny of them, who ſhot at particular marks, ran a ſtrait 
courſe with him, becauſe they thought by his credit to 
make up themſelves. They fearcd to loſe his majeſty's 
favour, in caſe Arran was not their friend” And ſome 
of them did what they could, to perſuade me to do 
the like, alleging that otherwiſe. I ſhould be ſhut out. 
Which came to paſs * after, becauſe 1 would ; not 
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yield nor concur to caſt all looſe, to the peril' of his 
majeſty's eſtate and reputation, remembering what was 
intended, promiſed, and' Feier at e majeſty! $ 
obtaining his liberty. 

It is certain that the lords who 25 chat enterprize 
had great occaſion given them to be diſcontent, but no 


ſufficient. cauſe to oblige them to compel their ſover- 


cign prince to remove from him theſe he ſo well liked, 
Which rebellious proceeding compelled them alſo for 
their ſurety to retain and hold the king as eaptive, 
His majeſty again being advertiſed and admonithed, 
that the dangerous proceedings of the duke of Lenox 
and earl of Arran were like to breed diſorder, took 
too little care to prevent the apparent inconveniencies, 
and uſed too little diligence to get ſure intelligenee and 
information thereof; which brought him to that ſtrait 

of being taken, and kept. For it had been leſs pains 


to have taken good notice in due time, how his coun- 


try was governed, than to put order or remedy there · 
to afterward. For it is no little error, to render the 
moſt part of the, nobility and ſubjects malecontent; 
nor no great wiſdom, after his majeſty was in their 
hands, to ſlip from them without their conſents; the 
enterprizers, aſſiſters and allowers of the deed being 
ſo conſiderable a number as could not be overcome 
but by patience, nor puniſhed but by ſubverſion of the 
ſtate, and endangering of the prince his own perſon. 
Yet. it pleaſed God to guide his majeſty to his liberty 
' (albeit not without ſome peril) with honour at the firſt, 
and with the univerſal contentment of all. his ſubjetts, 
ſo ſoon as they underſtood his honeſt meaning and gra- 
 cious, deliberation, as well by promiſe as by proclama- 
tion, as is already ſpecified. For my part I forgot not 
at all occaſions to remember his majeſty I refuſed the 
office of ſecretary when offered by his majeſty in re- 
ward of my ſervice; becauſe it was promiſed that no 
man ſhould want his offices, benefits, lands or eſcheats. 
I — my ſelf in full council againſt the earl of Are 
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nn, becauſe be had formed a proclamation againſt the 
fords of the Road of Ruthven, contrary'to his majeſty's 
former proclamation of grace and oblivion: for which 
he leapt out of the houſe in a great rage at me, and for - 
deſpite he made a liſt of the names of ſo many as ſhould 
be upon the privy. council, and left out my name. 
Likewiſe he named ſo many of his dependers as ſhould | 
ſerve in every office, which his majeſty was reſolved 
not to acquieſce to, without my advice. Yet he pre- 
vailed with his majeſty to ſubſcribe the ſame, aſſiſted 
by the foreſaid lords, who took plain part with him. 
So I was ſhut out of door, and had no more place to 
do good. His majeſty graciouſly excuſed the matter, 
and faid, that the lords had no will of two brothers 
being upon the council; but when he ſhould' get 2 
wife, I ſhould be her counter; and chief about her. 
So that if they were glad to be quit of me, I was as 
glad to be free of them, and not to be partakers with 
them in advices tending directly to endanger the prince 
and the country. 
vet his majeſty aſſured me, that he would go to 
Edinburgh, according to the advice I had given in 
my forementioned letter, and convene the nobility, 
barons, and others whom I had named in order to the 
ſettling of the country. And in the mean time he told 
me, that the earl of Arran thought fit to ſend to Eng- 
land the biſhop of St. Andrew's, alleging, that he was 
paſſing to the Spaw for recovery of his health ; who. 
paſſing through England, might have commiſſion to 
deal with that queen in his majeſty's affairs, And in 
caſe he found her willing to diſcourſe friendly and free- 
ly, he ſhould then ſhew her that his majeſty would 
ſend me thither, to ſatisfy her more ſufficiently in 
ſuch things as ſhe would require. And to that effect 
the ſaid biſhop ſhould fend back word by a gentleman, 
captain Robert Melvil, who went thither expreſſy to 
be ſent back with the faid abſwer. 
I was s commanded to write in the bilhop's favour ; 
| 3 a 
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but he was too well known in England. For Mr, 
Bowes, who remained long in this country, had in- 
formed them ſufficiently of the ſaid biſhop's qualities, 

”  - Who was diſdained in England, and diſhonoured his 
country by borrowing. of gold and precious furniture 
from the biſhop of London, and divers others, which 
© was never reſtored, nor paid for.” His majeſty never. 
. theleſs would have. me to grant to.go to England, and 
to be in readineſs. He deſired me to make my own 
inſtructions, alleging, that 1 knew what was meeteſt for 
him to require at that time. | 

I would not take upon me to make my own ;nftru- 

ctions, but I promiſed to pen the ſpeech that I would 
think moſt proper to recite to her majeſty, in caſe 1 
went thither, and which 1 would judge to be the fitteſt 
languageJThat any ſent thither could ſpeak for the time, 
After his majeſty had peruſed the ſame, he much reliſh- 
ed it, and declared it was fully conform to his 0 own in 

- tentions. It was in theſe words, 


. on 


MADAM, 


« Albeit that your majeſty: be as is ſulfcently certif 
ed of the king my ſovereign's conformable mind to 
& ſatisfy your majeſty, as well by Sir Francis Wal- 
© ſingham your ſecretary, as by the biſhop of St. An- 
« drew's his ambaſſador, granting the one his whole 
& deſires by month, and declaring by the other how 
« ſtrictly he hath obſerved and performed the ſame; 
« in effect more to ſatisfy your motherly mind, by 
& ſhewing the tokens of a thankful and obedient ſon, 
than for any great advantage he perceives you there- 
&« by ſeek for your ſelf, So that it is his majeſty's in- 
© tention, chiefly ſeeing he hath taken the rudder in- 
( 
( 
( 
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«© to his own hand, to diſcover to you ay the longer 
e the more the perfect fruits of his hearty affection. 

„ For now having attained unto ſome years of 

8 * and dear. bought experience {by that 
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which hath been oft beat in his ears) he is not ig- 
norant how that your majeſty's favour and aſſiſt- 
ance will be more contributive for his advantage 
and advancement, than can be any, or that he 


can obtain from all the other princes in Europe. 8 


Your majeſty being to him ſo dear a mother, and 
ſo near a neighbour, both your ſubjects appearing 


dent government began, the effects whereof hath 


not only been found by your own, but by your 


neighbours; the ſame having extended it ſelf to, 
the advantage of other kingdoms, eſpecially over- 


ſhade wing this whole iſland to your wajeſty s ever- 


laſting honour. For never in any prince's days hath 
been ſeen ſo much reſt, ſo great riches and felicity 


in England; which likewiſe might have been in 


« 


Scotland, if the particularities of ſome. of the ſub- 


« jects had ſuffered: them to have followed your ſage, 


60 


charitable and loving admonitions. As the conſi- 


deration thereof is the reaſon which induced . his 
« majeſty, whom the matter moſt. toucheth, to direct 
me to your majeſty, after ripe deliberation, and up- 
on the ſure ground of the good information of ſuch 


as were beſt inclined, 'and have greatelt experience, 
to ſeek the aſſiſtance which he hath ſo oft ſeen ſent 


unto him, help and wholeſom advice where he hath 
ſo oft found it, and ſalutary plaiſters to be laid unto 
the ſores that yet daily breed and ariſe in his realm, 
as remains of the canker and ale engendered 


during his minority. 


Seeing then the thing that * craves, is your ac- 
cuſtomed kindneſs and counſel, which becauſe the 
ſtrength of your conſtancy will compel you to con- 
tinue towards him, he is the more humbly to ſuit 


the ſame, as moſt ſeemly for his nearneſs of kin, 


age and ſtate to do: perſuading himſelf that ſuch 
friendly offices might be uſed between you, as may 


tend to both your contentments, and weal of your 


nts 
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& kingdoms ; which for lack of Cv ET, 


© others minds by ſecret and mutual conference of de- 


“ yotious and diſcreet inſtruments, 2 otherwiſe 
turn to the contrary. - /.. 


8 „ that a migbty wan | 


A cannot ſtand upon one ſide ; he grants that he hath 
now greater need of your help than you of his in 
„ many things. But he thinks himſelf as able, and is 
as willing to deſerve favour at your hand, as any 
« who can contend with him for the ſame, or would 
« ' preſume to ſound the bell of ſucceſſion in your ears, 
« For his part, he requires no _inftant declaration 
4 thereof, but will m crave by his behaviour 
* all ork preferment, as an humble ſon ought to 
hs DIY at the hands of = loving and hearty mother, 
« Becauſe he believes, that a word of your majeſty's 
mouth, at a convenient time, will ſufficiently ſerve 
. his warn; being yet young enough to await upon 
any benefit you ſhall be pleaſed to beſtow upon him. 
« Acknowleging the prorogation of your years moſt 
<- profitable to ſupply his youth; and conſidering the 
neceſſity he hath now of your aſſiſtance, in the ru- 
« Jing of this his troubled eſtate, he believes that he 
„ wonld have double need of your ety 2s over-early 
2 de bad any greater handling. 
„ Therefore,” Madam, be deſires as yet to recreate 
* himſelf with hunting and' paſtime, until he be of 
eater ripeneſs and maturity. Wiſhing in the mean 
te yer majeſty a long life, a proſperous 
« reign, and as good ſucceſs in your oioceadings here- , 
« after, as you have had hitherto; that having ſo hap- 
Ws. and {> honourably in a manner ruled hoth the 
« realms theſe many years bygone, you may be as a- 
ple to leave them ſo joined together in a cordial and 
<& ſtable monarchy. And that the bleſſed and perfect 
s end of your prudent project may confirng and crown 
c the worthineſs of your reputation, in finiſhing the 
* work which ſo many had * oft in vain enterprized, 
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« as the only prince that ever obtained the whole 
handling and hearts of all Britain without blood. 
« The firſt thereof begun and appropriate in your 
« perſon, ſo pleaſantly and peaceably ruled in your 
time; and ſo juſtly and righteouſly diſtribute my : 
left after you, not only to the worthieſt, as did 
4 Alexander, but alfo to the neareſt of your friends 
« and kinsfolk, as did Caeſar to avoid blood-ſhedding ; 
« then as before, like a kindly mother to the king, 
« the country and commonwealth, to the great plea- 
& ſure of God, the perpetual praiſe of your memory, 
« and to the univerſal "Rr and Prem of this who 


« ifland,” 7 
* 


_ If the queen of England could have ed his ma- 
ieſty, ſhe might have an aſſured friendſhip and concur- 
rence of him for the time. . Certainly his majeſty was 
ever minded to keep this kind of friendly and diſcreet 
correſpondence” with her. For he was informed how 
little ſpeed the queen his mother had, for ſuiting con- 


tinually to be declared ſecond perſon of England, as | 


may be ſeen in that which I have written before, touch- 
ing her proceedings with the queen of England, who 
1 knew would never grant to declare a ſecond perſon, $ 
but with force and compulſion, which was never in t! e 
power of Scotland to do, during the rich and peaceable 
reign of that queen, Let fair and diſcreet language ard 
behaviour gave place and acceſs to his majeſty's am- 
baſſadors, to paſs to and Troy. to gain friends, and get 
intelligence. T | 
Now the earl of Jews perceiving that by no per- | 
ſuaion he could get his majeſty ſtayed from executing 
the reſolution he had laid down of going for Edin- 
burgh, and calling a convention of ſuch noblemen, ba- 
rons, burgeſſes and miniſters as were meeteſt to ſettle 
the troubled eftate of the country, by taking vp again and 
fol:owing forth his former gracious intention and pro- 
iſe, both * proclamation and _— unto divers 
A a 3 
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noblemen barons and miniſters : The ſaid earl perceiy- 
ing that he could not directly ſtay that good purpoſe, 


fo contrary to his intentions, he firſt made his intereſt 
to be made chancellor, and then captain of the caſtle 


l Edinburgh, that by his great offices, beſides his 


credit with bs majeſty, he might terrify all ſuch as 
durſt oppole themſelves to his courſes or propoſitions, 
Then he uſed his craſt to pervert and draw the effect 
of the convention, clear contrary. to his miajeſty's ; in- 
tention, For he dealt and ſpoke with every lord and 
baron apart at their coming, ſhewing them how gra- 
 ciouſly his majeſty was minded toward ſuch as had 
taken him at the Road of Ruthven; that he was re- 
folved to grant every one of them a particular remiſ- 
ſien, ſome of them to be a while abſent out of the 
country, and others to remain at home in their own 
houſes abſent from court: alleging, that whoever would 
fay that this form of puniſhment was not great clemen- 
cy, they would loſe his majeſty's favour, and be re- 
puted as men who have no reſpect to his honour and 
ſurety; it having been ſo odious a crime to have laid 
hands forcibly upon their native prince. 

This matter being ſo ſet out, and declared by him 
who it was thought knew moſt of his majeſty's mind, 
and had moſt of his favour, evidenced by his having 


the greateſt offices of the kingdom in his hand; it was 


voted by them all, © to be great clemency uſed by his 
is majeſty towards thoſe who had committed ſo odious 
ea crime.“ His majeſty not conjecturing the trick 


hereby put upon him, in rendering his gracious inten- 


tion ineffectual, was very glad to hear them all con- 
clude in one opinion, not imagining they had been 


preoccupied by the earl of Arran, part ſor fear, part 


for ignorance, others for flattery, to obtain favour of 
him who they ſaw guided both king and country. 
Few or none of them, for the time, conſidered the ap- 
parent danger of rendering thoſe plainly deſperate, 
| who were ordained to ale remiſhons. for that which 
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before was allowed for good ſervice, in reſpect of their 
oreat number, who could not yet be puniſhed nor qua- 

ſhed without hazarding bis majeſty's own princely 


eſtate and credit; which all diſcreet and wiſe princes 


are loth to bring into queſtion. This allowance of 


pre ſervice hath been oft practiſed in France, during 
the time of their civil wars, when their late princes 


were but yet young, and where the malecontents and 
pretenders to reform the : eſtate were ſo many and migh- 


ty, as to make a party anſwerable- to that of their 


king. 

— 1 was not yet come to the firſt day. of the 
ſaid convention, his majeſty told me that ſame night 
at my coming, what had been voted at their firſt meet- 
ing, which he thought would be to my great content- 


ment, deſiring me the next day to be preſent. I an- 
ſwered, I was ſorry from my heart for what had been 
© concluded; ſeeing it was in effect clean contrary to his 


intention. For whereas he thought to have ſettled his 
eſtate, it was caſt looſe, the dye was now caſt, and the 
diſſention ſo increaſed to the kindling of new enter- 
prizes, that chance would bear away the maſtery and 


victory. For thoſe who were compelled to take re- 


miſſion, would take it as their dittay, and that find- 
ing their former ſecurities altered, there was not any 
more place left for any ſort of agreement, 

This language of mine, being contrary to the opini- 
on of ſo many, did not a little diſpleaſe his majeſty. 
He aſked me, if I thought not the Road of Ruthven 
treaſon? I anſwered, that I thought it ſo indeed; yet 
ſince not only his majeſty himſelf and his council had 
not only wiſely and circumſpectly allowed it for good 
ſervice, but had written the ſame to the queen of Eng- 
land, and had ſent his commiſſioners to the general 
aſſembly holden' for the time at Edinburgh, willing the 
miniſters, at their return to their pariſhes, to cauſe the 
principal gentlemen of each ſhire to ſubſcribe a ſigna- 
ture, or the copy wherein the Road of Ruthven was 


4 K 

* , —_— c „ 

. * l 1 9 . . 
Y 5 NW IEEE * * a 4 A ** 
N. a 0 a J g +; rw BC ds * 4 1 : 
L 3 N : ? * ” 3 : . * P 
* K TY 
— g 
IC | - 
* 
* £ y 
. : 
7” 


284 THE MEMOIRS OTN 


allowed for good ſervice, and to be teady to defend the 


fame ; I declared alſo unto his majeſty, that there was a 
common clauſe contained in all remiſſions; to wit, © ex. 
« cept the laying hands upon the king's perſon ;” ſo 


that how little ſecured they were by their preſent re- 


miſſions, his majeſty might eaſily judge. He anſwered, 
that ſeldom or never was any remiſſions ſeen broken, 

and wondered what made me think or ſpeak cont 

to the reſt of the council. I faid, if! had always ſpok- 

en as the reſt, I had not been put off the council by 

the earl of Arran, whoſe qualities I had before deſcrib- 


ed unto his majeſty, and what inſuperable i inconvenien- 


cies would attend his being again brought into court, 


I requeſted his majeſty for his own weal, to ſend him 


home to his own houſe: for by his underhand dealing, 
I underſtood that his convention would ſhortly bring 
on new deſperate enterprizes. His majeſty ſaid, that 
I was in the wrong to the earl of Arran, and that there 


would never be more deſperate enterprizes. I affirmed 


that there would be continually, ay and while the lords 
who were in deſpair might mend themſelves, or find 
themſelves in a better ſecurity. I ſaid moreover to his 
majeſty, that the earl of Arran would yet again put his 


perſon and crown in hazard; fo that his majeſty left | 


me in anger. And yet he turned about again, and aſk- 
ed who ſhall then remain about me, if I put away the 
earl of Arran? I anſwered, who but your ancient no- 
bility, the earls of March, Argyle, Eglinton, Montroſe, 
Mariſchal, Rothes, Huntly, and Crawford, with ſome 
miniſters-and barons, known not to be factious. But 
ſo many of the noblemen, and of their friends as were 
yet remaining within the country, after they had heard 
of their remiſſions, they combined together and gained 
divers lords who were about his majeſty, to make a 
new enterprize, and were minded to lay the earl of 
Arran, colonel Stuart, and ſome others that were about 
his majeſty whom they knew to have been moſt inſtru- 


mental in carrying on this deſign, though it ſhould b: 


1 
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in his majeſty 8 preſence, and that way to become ma 
ſters again of che court. Whereof I not only was ad- 
vertiſed by forme, to whom 1 had formerly done kind · 
neſſes, but I was adviſed to abſent my ſelf from court 
four or five days, till the firſt fury of the alteration was 
over: for the earl of Arran's hatred to me procured me 
many friends. I again, to ſave his majeſty from peril 
and diſhonour, thought it my duty to advertiſe him, 
intreating him to ſend home the ſaid earl. I cannot 
tell what moved the earl, but that ſame night he invited 
me to ſupper, which I "refuſed.: The next day again 
he took me by the hand before his majeſty, ſaying, that 
1 ſhould dine with him in his majeſty's preſence, He 
ſhewed me a very favourable countenance; for the king 
had forbidden bim to offend me in any ſort, as he would 
retain his favour. If he had got any word of my con- 
trary opinion to his, I cannot tell, or that I had deſired 
him to be ſent home; but there was ſome appearance 
ol this by his behaviour and paſſionate ſpeeches unto 
me, ſoon after that J had told my judgment unto his 
majeſty, as men may judge. For leading me by the 
band to dine with him in his majeſty's preſence, which 
I could not evite, before we did ſit down to dinner, he 
- aſked me how all would be? I told him very freely all 

1 had ſpoken unto his majeſty. Then, ſaid he, you 

would place about his majeſty the earl of March, who 
is a fool guided by the laird of Compt and Robert 
Shives. - I faid, he behoved to be one with the reſt of 
the noblemen already named. He ſaid, it ſhould paſs 
my power or any man's, to cauſe him leave his majeſty 
fo long as he was in ſuch danger. I anſwered, that 
the king was in danger for no other cauſe, but becauſe 
he was with him. I perceived he entertained a great 
diſcontent at me in his heart, which burft out after- 
ward, threatning to put me out of the gates, if I fiſhed 
any more in his waters, I anſwered, if I pleafed-to tar- 
ry, it would paſs his power, freing I would get more 
honeſt men to take my part than he would get chroat- 
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cutters to aſſiſt him. So ſoon as his majeſty heard of 
this language, he ſent the earl's uncle the laird of Ca- 
printon, to reprove him very ſharply. Whereupon he 
retired in great diſcontent to the caſtle of Edinburgh, 
whereof he was captain, declaring he. would not c 
near his majeſty, till I was ſent home, to giv 
place, which 1 perceived his majeſty was Grind 1 
| ſhould; do to pleaſe him. For his wife came day t 5 

his majeſty, and ſaid, that her huſband was highly diſ- 

content, finding his "majeſty to take my part againſt 
him. Whereupon I reſolved to retire. . At my leave- 
taking his majeſty. ſaid, he doubted not but 1 would 
return when called "Wig By which I underſtood that 
I ſhould not come back till ſent for. Which ſuited 
very well with my former intentions, being reſolved 
to 5 85 no o longer than the yd convention. was 
i 

Now di of Aan „ bas chincellor, 

ad captain of the caſtles of Edinburgh and Stirling. 
He made the whole ſubjects to tremble under him, and 
every man to depend upon him, daily inventing and 
ſeeking out new faults againſt divers, to get the gift of 
their eſcheats, lands, benefices, and to procure bribes. 
He vexed the whole writers to male ſure his giſts. 
Thoſe of the nobility who were now unſure. of their 
elſtates, fled; others were baniſned. He ſhot directly 
at the life. a lands of the earl of Gowrie; for the 
highland oracles bad ſhewn unto his wife, that Gow- 
rie ſhould be ruined, as ſhe told to ſome of her fami- 
lars. But ſhe helped that prophecy forward as well 
as ſhe could: for Gowrie had been his firſt maſter, and 
deſſ pited his inſolent pride, oppreſſion and miſbehaviour 
plainly. in council, which ſew others. durſt do; there- 
fore he hated: his perſony: and loved. his: lands, which 
at length he obtained. 
For Gowrie, being e to hen Sibel of e op- 

an of his country, obtained his majeſty's conſent 
to go out of the country. But as he was making his 
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preparations too longſomly and ſlowly in Dundee (as : 


he was of nature over ſlow) where his ſnhip was to re- 
ceive him, he was advertiſed by ſome factioners, that 
the earls of Angus, Mar, and maſter of Glammis, had 
an enterpize in hand, viz. to come out of Ireland, 
and take the town and caſtle of Stirling ; having cor- 


| reſpondence with divers nobles and others their friends, 


who were in the country, malecontents, fo that they 
were in hope to make a party ſufficient againſt the earl 
of Arran. . 

The deſpite the earl of Gourie had nl. the ear 
of Arran moved him to ſtay to make part with them. 
There was at this time an univerſal miſcontent in the 
country, and great bruits of an alteration. Whereupon 
a letter was written to me by colonel Stuart, at his ma- 
jeſty s command, ordaining me with all diligence to re- 
pair to court; or, in caſe 1 was not recovered of my 
ague, whereof I had been long ſick, that I might write 
my mind and opinion to his majeſty in a letter, what 
was like to fall out concerning the great rumonr and 
bruits of an apparent alteration. And, being by reaſon 
of my foreſaid diſtemper unable for travel, I ſent my 
return in writing, ſhewing his majeſty, that there was 
an univerſal miſcontent, with great bruits, not without 
appearance of probability of a ſudden change, occa- 
honed by the miſbehaviour of ſi uch as were managers 
at court, and by the great ſtraits and deſperate eſtate 
of thoſe who were purſued, being men of quality, 
adive and experienced; and a greater number than 
could be born down or maſtered, as I had frequently 
ſhewed his majeſty before, without reſpect of feud or 
favour, but ſuimply for his majeſty's ſervice: intreating 
bis majeſty again to ſet ſorward his former acceptable 
intentions, which he had reſolved to do when he went 
to St. Andrew's: ſeeing there was no other courſe ad- 
viſable for ſettling his troubled eſtate. This kind of 
language was the better liked, becauſe of ſo many ad- 
rertiſements that came daily to his maj jeſty 8 ears. 
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Theſe: bruits made his majeſty be e 


** to uſe means to get intelligence. Tbe lingering 


of the earl of Gowrie in Dundee gave ground of ſuſpi- 


cion. His majeſty had alſo been advertiſed, that he had 


laid afide his intentions of going abroad according to 

his former reſplutions, and that he was deſigned to 
wait upon the in- coming of the baniſhed lords. His 
majeſty alſo dreamed a dream, that he ſaw the earl of 
Gowrie taken, and brought in priſoner befyre him by 
colonel Stuart; and he thought his eſtate was thereby 
ſettled : which inder3 for that time came true, becauſe 
the lords who had taken Stirling, ſo ſoon as they un- 


derſtood of the taking of the earl of .Gowrie, fled in- 


continently out of Stirling, and at laſt out of the coun- 
try; believing that the ſaid earl had been taken wil- 
lingly; ſuppoſing his affection to have been ſo great to 


his majeſty, as being his near kinſman, come of the 


| houſe of Angus, his mother being a natural daughter of 
the faid houſe, that he would be thereby-induced to 
diſcover the whole deſign; he not having been upon 
the firſt deſign of any enterprize, but drawn in after- 
wards by the craftineſs. of others. Upon theſe con- 
ſiderations, his majeſty had compaſſion upon him, and 
had no intention of taking his life. But the earl of 
Arran was fully reſolved to have his lands; and there- 
fore, to make a party to aſſiſt him in that deſign, he en- 
gaged to divide them with ſeveral others, upon con- 
dition that they would aſſiſt him in the deſign of ruin- 
ing him. Which afterwards he did, having by this 
means procured their conſent and votes. At his death 
upon the ſcaffold, he ſhewed himſelf a devout chriſtian, 


and a reſolute Roman, much regretted by all who heard 


his grave harangue, and did ſee his conſtant end. 

After his death, there was quietneſs for a while, 
though without appearance of long continuance to fuch 
as took up matters right. During this little while of 
fair weather, there was a parliament held to forfault 
the baniſhed lords, wherein theſe were chiefly inſtru- 
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2 who ede ret their- 
Among others, it pleaſed —— 
me. I was by him anne. and, remember- 
ing ſome of my ſpeeches, he took me into his cabinet, 

and enquired how-I now reliſhed his proceedings. I an- 
ſwered, that he had reaſon: to thank God, and no good 
management; and that I was aſſured thete would be 
yet more enterprizes: that they who took Stirling, and 


had retired again, would never ceaſe to make enterprize | 


upon enterprize, till they might ſee themſelves in a bet- 


ter ſecurity. His majeſty replied, that they had gained 


ſo little by their laſt in coming, that he believed they 


would never commit ſuch a folly again. I anſwered, | 
iking of the carl 6f Gow- 


that had not the accidental ta 
rie fallen out, their enterprize would have been more 
ſucceſsful ; for they ſuſpected he was taken by bis own 


defire, to bewray their enterprize: that otherwiſe they 


had gained their intent, ſeeing ſome, who were then a- 
bout his majeſty, would have concurred with them to 
lay aſide the earl of Arran, whom they aſſiſted for awe, 


as not for love, they hating his inſolency, and ſee- 


ing no outgate how to ſtand by him; and that there 


bad for that effect been ſecret promiſes made to them, 


by inſtruments who went betwixt them: but ſeeing the 
earl of Gowrie in hands, and the ſaid lords — ſo 
diſcouraged as to fly away, ſuch as had made the Kid 
ſecret promiſes took up a new deliberation, | ſhewing 


themſelves their greateſt enemies; while in the mean 
time they. By waited an. ene of ene their 


About this time the lord Burleigh, {chief ruler in 


England, cauſed ſend in one Mr. Daviſon to be an a- 


gent here, to ſee what buſineſs he could brew, who was 
afterwards made ſecretary. For after the deceaſe of 
Walſingham, ſecretary Cecil being advanced to be lord 
Burleigh, and great treaſurer of England, two ſecreta- 


ries were choſen, one called Mr. — and this Davi- 
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ſon, whoſe predeceſſor was a Scotſian. Upon which 
conſideration, he was thought more able to conquer 
credit here: He had been in Scotland before, and was 


at my houſe in company with Sir Henry Killegrew my 


old friend, when he was reſident in Scotland. At which 


time he acknowleged: to me, that he was come of Scotſ- 


men, and was a Scotſman in his heart, and a favourer 


ol the king's right and title to the crown of England. 


He deſired me to keep all ſecret from Mr. Killegrew, 


promiſing, if be could ſind the means to be _—_— 


here, that he would do good offices. 


His majeſty was for the time at Falkland, and wrote 
for me, to be directed to ride and meet the aid Daviſon: 
Whom I was commanded to convoy to Cowpar, there 
to remain till his majeſty had tinie to give him audience, 
Afterward J convoyed him to my own houſe, and from 
that to Falkland, where his majeſty found his commiſſ- 
ſion to ſmall avail. But becauſe Walſingham had re- 


fuſed, at his being here, to ſpeak with the earl of Arran, 


albeit the ſaid earl had offered by me to give ſatisfaction 
to him in all his deſires, fo that he would conſer with 


him (which Walſingham ſtill refuſed); but Mr. Daviſon 


was directed at this time to deal with the earl of Arran, 
to ſee what advantage might be had at his hand; ſor 
my lord Burleigh was not content that Wallngbam was 


ſo preciſe. Therefore Daviſon entered into familiarity 
with him, and was made his goſſip, and heard his frank 
offers, and liked well of them: for after that the lords 


were fled to England, and forfaulted, the council of 


England thought they had ſome cround to build a new 
faction upon, to trouble the king and his eſtate. And 
whereas the ſaid Daviſon had promiſed before to ſhew 


himſelf a kind Scotſman, I perceived him clean altered, 
and a perfect practiſer againſt the oo of this late; 


whereof I advertiſed his majeſty. 
After his return, England appeared not to have ſach 


'a fear, as it had formerly had at the earl of Arran. 


For there was a meeting drawn on at the borders, be- 
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wirt the earl of Hunſdon and the earl of Arran, Who 
had long and privy conference together, to keep a great | 
friendſhip betwixt. the two princes and countries ; with 


a ſecret plot, that the earl of Arran ſhould keep the king 


ynmarried for three years, under this pretext, that there 
was a young maid of the blood in England, who about 
that time would be ready for marie; whereupon the 


queen would declare his majeſty ſocond perſon. 


This was a deceitful traffic, and kept ſecret from 
every body, the deſign thereof being to hinder the king 
to deal for any other honourable and profitable-match. 
The earl of Arran thinking himſelſ ſettled, being now 


in friendſhip with the queen of England as he ſuppoſed, 
moved his majeſty to ſend thither the maſter of Gray, 


who was entered in great favour and familiarity with 
his majeſty, by ſome ſecret dealing and. intelligence he 
had with the queen his mother in England, by means 
of ſome' of her friends in France. For being there at 
bis travels, and but lately returned, he brought ſome 


letters directed from her majeſty to the king her ſon, 


and conveyed the anſwers back again, by an intereſt 


he had in England with ſome who favoured her ma- 
jeſty. He was a great dealer alſo between her majeſty 


and ſome catholics in England. He was a proper gen- 
tleman, of a noble ſpirit, and fair ſpeech, and ſo well 
eſteemed by bis majeſty, that Arran thought fit to ab- 


ſent him from court by this ambaſſage. Nevertheleſs 


be employed him alſo.in the- courſe begun betwixt him 


and the earl of Hunſdon. And yet when he was at the 


court of England, ſo well eſteemed and treated as was 
reported by ſuch as were fent back, it was alleged by 
ſome of the maſter of Gray's friends, that the earl of 
Arran began to envy him, and miſrepreſent him unto 
his majeſty, as if he had diſcovered unto the queen of 
England a great part of the queen of Scotland's: purpc- 
ſes and proceedings. However the ſaid maſter return- 
ed again well rewarded, and commended for his beh:- 

viour, qualities and diſeretion, unto dhe king's ma - 
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jeſty, to the great increaſe of his eredit with the king, 
Not long after his return, he was informed what ni 
reports had been made of him-in his abſence: which he 
recompenſed the beſt he could with court charity at 
convenient times, ſo that Wh Hire and hey be beg 
o ale Arran. . anon a 
The maſter o alſo uber his Ns, of 
a notable perſon who! was upon the way, fent unto his 
majeſty by the queen of England, to do him honour, 
and to bear him company, to entertain a ſtricter friend- 
ſhip between that queen and him, than any had ever 
been intended before: and that the ſaid ambaſſador, 
called Mr. Wotton, would not trouble his majeſty with 
buſineſs or country affairs, but would bear him com- 
pany in his paſtimes of hunting, hawking and horſe- 


riding, and entertain him with friendly and merry dif- 


_ courſes, as one come lately from Italy and Spain, ex- 
pert in languages and cuſtoms of countries; and a great 
lover of his majeſty's title and right to the crown of 
England. So that his majeſty was engaged to love him 
before he did ſee him, and cauſed with diligence to write 
to me to come and entertain the ſaid ambaſſador. 


At my return to court, I was the better taken with, 


that Arran was under ſome cloud. The maſter of 
Gray was then my great friend: for his ma jeſty 


had told him, that T had ever reſiſted the earl of Ar- 

ran's furious proceedings. His majeſty deſired me, as! 
I woald do him acceptable ſervice, to bear good com 
pany to the ſaid ambaſſador, declaring unto me all his 


properties and qualifications above ſpecified ; willing 
me alſo to banquet him at my houſe, But after I had 


converſed certain days with him, 1 remembered I had 


formerly ſeen him in France with Dr. Wotton, ' who. 
was then ambaſſador refident for queen Mary of Eng- 
land, the time that ſhe was married with King Philip 
of Spain. During which time, there were great ſuſpi - 

cions and jealouſies betwixt France and England. For 
though there was hot way” derween France and __— 
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Hom dy married by the: king ol Spain. | 3he 
appeared ſtill to keep the peace with Eragce,:though in 
the mean time ſhe ſent over to Flanders both men and 
money, to the help of the king ber huſband: The od 
conſtable of France, — ups . 


tot, for that the queen his miſtreſs. was: ner 
deavour to break the peace. The ambaſſador excuſed | 
his miſtreſs, alleging, that if any of+his-countrymen 
ſerved in the wars under the king of Spain, that 2 
would be found but ſokdiers. of fortune, ready to ſerve 
any man for money. She denied chat ſhe knew of 
their paſſing into Flanders, or that ſne dehurſed- any 
money for the wars; albeit that there was ground e- 
nough miniſtred unto. her, by receiving and retaining 
in France all her rebels and fagitives, giving them 
penſions and entertainment, and ſtirring them up to 
enterprizes againſt her life and eſtate. This the con- 
ſtable flatly. denied; only he ſaid;ithat out of fa gene- 
tal good-will, dich was born to Engliſhmen in time 
of peace, they were ſuſſered to live in the couritry 
which bears the name of France, becauſe there ſnould 
be freedom and franchiſe to every chriſtian. The 
ambaſſador being wiſe and ſubtile, perceiving this an- 
ſwer to be but a ſhift; and that wars would inevit- 
ably follow theſe kind of ſuſpicions ; he intended 
by ſome ſubtilty to circumvent the conſtabli, and 
for that eſſect had ſent: to England ſot his: brother's 
on, being one and twenty years of age, as well to 
employ him as to teach him the French and Italian 
languages. This youth being arrived in France with 
an Iriſh boy to be his interpreter, who could ſpeak: | 
Trench, both apparelled in mean array, to be the leſs. 
ſuſpected” to have any practice or policy in tlieir 
minds; like a foreign young man he addreſſed him - 
tl o ſome of the king of France his courtiers,' de 
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| . I Ihe kine, 1 
gain divers times directed him to deal firſt with the 

.conſtable!'0 Atlaſtwhen he came to the conſtable, he 
| old; allq-of him that he might firſt declare unto 


-akhough heilcnew de die ding ſpoke with no man in 
ach eee unt th eonſtable had firſt ſounded hin, 
; bi eaahe king, what anſwer 
were firteft-20mialee > —.— he ſaid, he would 
declare the matter unto the conſtabie, under promiſe 
of greatiſecrecy, canfing the: conſtable, by this nice- 
neſs, to ſuſpecd ſome practice. When he gave him 
audience, e cauſed-me to be preſent beſide him. At 
ceting in the: conſtable's cabinet; bis Iriſh in- 
terpreter was put forth, againſt his will, as appeared. 
But he was ſo inſtructed / by the ambaſſador: his uncle, 
to uſe ſuch foreign and rude faſhions... Wetten ere 
he began to propoſt his :errand; he aue — 
The conſtable ed, -wiſe, experim 
ſellor, put him A litile aſideq and Arr. in — 
to leno w fieber E had ſeen this ycung man before. 1 
anſwered; that I Had vbſerved him the preceding day 
at long conference with one Mr. Sommer, ſecretary 
to the Engliſh ambaſſador. Then the conſtable 
thought, chat he ſhould handle the matter well e- 
_  nough; for he inſtantly conjectured that all this nice- 
| neſs proceeded from the ambaſſador, to i intrap him. 
So calling the young: man again, he deſired him to 
thew what he had to fay.! Mri Wotton began to de- 
elare the gteat miſeontentment that was in England, 
not orily for bringing in the proud Spaniard to rule 
over them, dut alſo for the alteration of religion made 
by queen Mary, moving ſome to rebel; and others to 
remove off the county, who nevertheleſs were all 
well received, and treated by the king's majeſty 
of France, hereby he had gained the hearts of the 
third part — Nr e 3 2 5 that 
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they would Eladly put the crown of eee 

| | Uderty in religion) to be quit of the 
spaniſn tyranny and terrible inquiſition, which was 
feared wonid alſo' be eſtabliſned in And 


for the firſt proof of their good · will and Sandbade, a 


number of lords and knights; who durſt» not write, 
had ſenthim-ſecretly with an overture; to put | the 
ſtrong town of Calais int. 
earldom of Oye. At this the conſtable made à ſtare, 
and ſaid, Know yon not, my friend, that chere is a 
ſworn peace betwixt your queen and my \maſtey-? 
The other replied again, how that the queen of Eng- 
land aided ſecretly, with money and men, the kingiof 
Spain ber huſband, in his wars of Flanders againſt 
France: which the conſtable alleged, that ſhe denied 


no his hands, with! the whole 


by her ambaſſador, willing him, however, to tell out 
the reſt of his commiſſion. Then, ſaid he, my lord, 


the me ans how you may get Calair, ia this; Firſt, the 
moſt part of the town is of the reſormed religion; d 
are malecontents „having refuſed to receive à garriſon 
. of $ 


+. | And they are friends to thoſe vo have 
and keep'correſpondence witli them; only 


ſent me, 


the townſhip” keeps the town, keeping watch and 
ward, being unſkilfol in handling their arms. There- 


fore, the king fhall cauſe monſieur Senarpon, his lieu- 


tenant in Normandy, to ly in ambuſcade at ſuch a 


wood, within a mile e e eee at an 
appointed day; then a, fhip/ well forniſhed irh armed 
men ſhall dy at anchor half a mile from the town; 
and ſome of them, clothed like mariners, ſhall come 
on land, and have ſwords and piſtols under their 
clothes, me ſhall wait about two of the afternoon, at 


which time the ports of the town are opened to let 


men in and out. Part of thoſe, who attend the ports, 
will be at their dinner, when one or two will come 
before the reſt to open the gates. Thus the gates be- 
ing eaſily ſeized upon, let one of the company ſnoot 
* that the ip may hear, * ſnoot a 
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cannon to: cauſe monſieur genarpon with his company q 
advance. In the mean time, there ſhall be a mutiny * 
pr 
ed 


raiſed in the town; by our friends and partners, fo 
* the town ſhall be obtained without ſtroke; 
_ After that the conſtable bad beard all this Jong dif. S 8 
; erer that it was a very probable deſign, al 
and he doubted not but it might be eaſilyteffectnated; 0 
Dat in reſpect of the ſworn peace, the king his maſter qu 
would not, nor {ſhould never have his conſent to break Ns 
it: but that he was much engaged to the noblemen be 
ho did bear him fo much good - will; and as for him * 
who had taken ſo great pains, the king ſhould reward u 
dim, willing me to remember to cauſe give money to 4 
ithe young gentleman. So he: gained nothing at the le 
conſtable's ;hand; and never came again to ſeek his » 
reward; but was afterwards manifeſtly known to be th 
brother's ſon to Dr. Wotton ambaſſador, as ſaid is. 

This is he now who was, ſent hither to bear his 
nnajody company, as one who will not meddle with 
practices, but with paſtimes. But when I forewarned 
his majeſty to beware of him, and told how that he, 
being little: above twenty years old, was employed to 
beguile the wiſe old conſtable; now he was fifty years, 
and his majeſty. but twenty, it was to be feared: he 
would: endeavour to beguile him: yet his majeſty 
would not believe me, but believed the ſaid Mr. Wot · 
ton to have a great kindneſs for him, and ſo he be- 
tame one of his moſt familiar minions, waiting upon 
bim at all field paſtimes; and, in appearatce, he de- 
ſpiſed all buſy counſellors, ind meddlcesii matters of 
| Rate, as he was inſtructed by ſuch as ſaid, he. would 
pleaſe his majeſty beſt to appear ſuch. But he had 
more hurtful fetches in his head againſt his majeſty, 
than any Engliſhman that ever came in dither Rada 
ny time before, 

- You have heard before ies thaswas 4 
on at the borders, betwixt the earl of Hunſdon and 
Arran; where, at their ſecret conference, Arran was 
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n by the craft of lord Burleigh and his faction 
in the Engliſh council, to ſtop the king from any 
marriage for three years, upon many fair couterfeited 
promiſes ; one whereof was, that he ſhould be declar- 
ed ſecond perſon; upon his marriage of the forenamed 
Engliſh lady of the blood. At which Arran granted 
all that was deſired, he was ſo glad to procure the 
queen of England's friend(lity, ;- About that time the 
queen of England, by her intelligence from Denmark, 
was advertiſed of a great and magnific amballage to 
be ſent from Denmark to Scotland, viz. three ambaſ- 
ſadors, with ſixſcore perſons, in two gallant thips; 
Whether: ſhe ſuſpected, or had heard, that it was to 
draw on 4 marriage, I cannot tell: 'but this far I 
learned, that her council judged it was to confirm at 
kaſt a greater friendſhip betwixt the two kings and 
their countries, which was one of the cauſes that 
moved. them to ſend this Mr. Wotton to Scotland, to 
oſe all his wiles to diſturb and hinder any greater ami- 
ty, that might proceed from the faid commiſſion and 
negotiation between their two kings and their coun- 
tries, For England truſted nothing to the earl of Ar- 
ran's promiſe; for they eſteemed him n an Incoms 
ſtant man, as is already declared. 

So ſoon as the Daniſh ambaſſadors akon by ſhip 
in this country, his majeſty 'ordered. me to entertain 
them and bear them company. And becauſe they 
vere three joined in commiſſion de willed me to chuſe 
any other two whom I thought meeteſt, to bear them 
company with me. I named unto his majeſty the laird 
of Segie, and William Shaw maſter of Work. : 

Firſt, at Dunfermling they congratulated his mas 
jeſty in the king their maſter's name, with a Jong 
liſcourſe of the old amity, bond; and mutual: friends 
lip between the two kings and their kingdoms.” And 
aſt of all; they required the iſſes of Orkney to / be res 
fore re n —_ of e OW __ 
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were mortgaged, 0 he redecmed again for tbe met 
l Fe di 
— wars would nſue, u 


was to bring on a wirke with the kin 
mark's daughter. THIS Shue en 
Now, albeit. bis zel; was ng ed hs: treat 
tins well and honourably, they were nevertheleſs 
winds, ruffled, and 3 here the ſpace of 
2551 Pr to their great charge and diſ- 
content: : for Wey lived, pen their o¼i expences, and 
were not defrayed by his majeſty, as all other ambaſ- 
fadors of that nation have been ſince. When they 
were appointed to part out of Dunfermling toward 
St. Andrew's, there to get their diſpatch, his majeſty 
ordered to tell them, that he would-ſend"them' horſes 
out of his own ſtable to ride upon. The day of their 
parting! being come, they ſent away their baggage and 
officers before; them, and were booted- themſelves, 
waiting upon his majeſty's horſes; and becauſe they 
eame not in due time, they wilitforwatd: on foot. The 
king was much diſſatisfied! when he underſtood how 
they were handled, and cauſed his horſes to follow 
faſt after them, and overtake them. When they came 
to St Andrew's, divers appointed days of council and 
convention were broken unto them, which were pro- 
miſed to be kept- ſor their diſpatch, for obtaining 
whereof they were very earneſt. Then men were ap- 


pointed to deride them at their lodgings, 3 


their windows when they looked out to the ſtreet. 80 
that nothing was left undone, which could enrage 


fſdhem, or ſtir them up to choler. Only Mr. Wotton 


the Engliſn ambaſſador viſited them frequently, and 
| did well and favourably entertain them, comſorting 
them at all occaſions, appearing to be ſorry that they 
were fo abuſed. He offered to lend them gold and ſi- 
ver largely, for the great friendſhip that we Knew t9 
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thought to purchaſe credit at their hands, by his ap- 
parent friendly dealing. At length, under great ſe- 
crecy he ſaid, he would not conceal from them, that 
he had heard the king ſpeak diſdainful language of 
their country and cuſtoms; and alſo, that ſome of his 
gentlemen had heard the king ſpeak evil of their king, 
undervaluing him, as being deſcended i of a race of 
merchants. And he further aſſured them, that he and 
his council were reſolved to keep them, long here; 
vithout any diſpatch, to affront and weary them. 
Then again the ſaid ambaſſador, pron cee 
gentlemen, | informed his majeſty of theſe hard ſpeech- 
es, of the reproachful dealing they had met with from 
king and council, reflecting upon their maſter. He in- 
formed him alſo K 'the. rude manners and drunken- 
neſs of thoſe that were about his majeſty, who had 
the like ſcornful language of the king of Denmark, 
his country and ambaſſadors, moving his majeſty 1 
make the leſs of them. Whereby they were ſtirred up 
to ſuch a rage, that I had much to do to keep them, 
two or three ſeveral times from going to their ſhips, 
to have returned to their king without any anſwer, 
and to have given him an account of the diſdainful 
nſage they had met with, and the injury thereby done 
to him. The earl of Atran was alſo their great enemy, 

becauſe they made no court to him, but rather ſlighted 
bim, ſome of their company having known him in 
| Sweden a common ſoldier. { So, that he was as ready 
2s the teſt to mock and them; albeit, at that 
fame time, the ringleaders about the court were com- 
dined . vich the e ren 5 
! 1 | 
The principal of the: chute eee was 2 miſe 
counſel The ol was en ; 


his miſtreſs and the king of 


4 


i e 9 


not ſo good. Therefore I deſired that he would more 
notin>my wenn than my words, and be more care- 
ful to.cauſe his ' commiſſion to take; effect, that 
be might return home with happy ſucceſs, than to with. 


draw abruptly, to be called unbappy inſtruments of gif. | 


cord at the plealure of a few ſeornful-Fifioners, 'who 
had laid their heads together to cauſe them part” diſſa- 
tisfied, and to be as FF 
were minded at their coming 20 do ged. 

I told him, how that the queen's majelty.of Eng 
laat g a: wife, well jucliond wat nel ant 
that there were as many honeſt and good men in Eng- 
land, as in ſo much bounds in the whole world; al- 
beit there was in it divers opinions and fadons, ſhoots 
ing at ſundry marks, as is done in all other parts. And 
becauſe. that their queen would never marry, to have 
ſucceſſion of her own: body, they were all very deſirous 
to know who after her ſhould reign over them. 

The moſt part of the country expects that it ſhall 
be our king, . bis welfare and proſperity, 
as being righteous heir to the crown of England, both 


by the father and mother's ſide. But thoſe who at | 


preſent have a chief management at the oourt, ſhoot at 
other particular marks of their oun, minding to ſet” 
forward ſome of themſelves, or of their 8 


all the oppalition: they en ns dag; ee 


their unmereiſul dealing to his m er, for the which 
hey fear ſome dry to ber „ when he'comes to 
be king of England. ' For al thels reſpots, they en 
deavour to keep him ſtom and from all fo- 


reign friendſhip and alliance. This ambaſſador of 


England ie a very ill inſtrument, both himſelf and 


bis gentlemen ; and, hunting daily wich his maje- 
ſty, make the worſt reports. they can. The ambaſ- 
* marv — 
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Mr. Wotton ſhould make ſuch. report of them, he 12 

ſering them ſo great friendſhip, and giving them daily 
intelligence how they were ſcorned and mocked, both 

| by the king and his council, to his great regret, offer- 

ing to lend them money, and to do all other pleaſures 
to them that lay in his power. I replied, he knew. 
well enough that he would get good payment, and 

great thanks. For the king of Denmark was eſteem- 
ed a worthy prince, and his ambaſſedors worthy to be 
honoured; but the guiders of the court of England 
delire not "that our king ſhould think or eſteem ſo of 

| them, wiſhing him to have but few friends and many 
enemies. Then I aſſured him, that the king's majeſty 
and all his ſubjects, except ſome that were corrupted 
by England, were determined to entertain and increaſe 
a continual friendſhip with the king and country. of 
Denmark t praying their wiſdoms courageouſſy to re- 
ſilt, and not feebly and fooliſhly to give place to the 
ſaid crafty practices of their ſcornful enviers, by retir- 
ing abruptly, thereby ſuffering themſelves to be made 
evil inſtruments, directly againſt their own intention 
and commiſſion ; and they. ſhould ſhortly ſee good 
ſucceſs to follow thereupon, to their great content- 
ment: promiſing unto them for my part, that I ſhould. 

go inſtantly unto. his majeſty, and, with all hazard 

that might be, ſhould diſcover unto him, how both 
he and they were deceitfully abuſed by the double deal- 
ing of the Engliſh amballador, and ſuch courtiers as 
aſſiſted him. | 

|  Vpon this diſcourſe and promiſe, tv went to 
council all three together, as their cuſtom was. And 
after long conference, they gave me anſwer, that their 
coming was for to do good offices. | And albeit they 
had ſuffered ſundry injuries, they would be ſorry to f 
be made inſtruments of diſcord, ſo far againſt their «3 
commiſſion and intention; and- therefore would yet 3 
ſtay wu. hope of better mera and "_ * 
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promile, abet to that hour few! or nous « tale = "Y 


oye to them. g e rev dt pron. 
After this, 1 Awo 0 unto "bin majeſty wht nw 
inconveniencies might enſue upon the long delaying 


and ill handling of the Daniſh ambaſſadors: and yet 


that T marvelled not that he made ſo little account of 
them, in reſpect of the great care and fine practices 
that were uſed to make him undervalue them, by the 
Engliſh ambaſſador and his aſſiſtants, who had his 
majeſty” s ear for the time. At the firſt his majeſty 
was impatient to hear this language ſpoken of perſons 
he had ſo good liking of, and faid, that he was in- 
formed that the king of — was deſcended but 
of merchants, and that few made account of him or 
his country, but ſuch as ſpoke the Dutch tongue. 
For this was put in his head, to prevent any of my 
perſuaſions in their favour, leſt they ſhould get place 
or credit. I anſwered, that neither could the king of 


France or queen of England ſpeak Dutch, and yet 


they made great account of the king and country of 


Denmark; France having their ambaſſador lying 


there, and paying yearly to the king of Denmark a 


= ſum of gold, to the value of 20,000 crowns. 


is majeſty ſaid, the more ſhame was his. I ſaid, 


rather-to the king of France, who muſt buy his kind- 


neſs. Neither could the queen of England, faid I, 


| ſpeak Dutch; yet ſhe made much account of the king 


and country of Denmark, and durſt not offend him, 
nor none of his ſhips, both by reaſon of the ſtraight 
_ paſſage at Elſonure, and alfo becauſe he had great 
| ſhips to make himſelf amends, in caſe ſhe did him or 


his any wrong. I faid, moreover, that whereas it 


hath been reported to your majeſty, the race of their 
kings not to be of noble and royal blood, I ſhall ſhew 
your majeſty that it is but manifeſt invention to cauſe 
you to deſpiſe them, For this late king Frederick is 


deſcended of an old and royal ſtock, to wit, Chriſti- 


anus of Denmark, the firſt of that name, who' had two 
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Scotland to James III. His eldeſt ſon John was king 


* after him. His ſecond Frederick was king of Nor- 
way and duke 'of Holſtein, John had a ſon called 


Chriſtianus II. allo king of Denmark, who married 
Charles V. his ſiſter, who did bear him two daughters; 
whereof the eldeſt was given in marriage to Frederick 
elector Palatine; the ſecond to the duke of Milan, 


and afterward, being a widow, married the duke of 


Lorrain. Himſelf was taken and kept in priſon by 
his ſubjects, for ſome rigorous execution upon his 
WY and his father's brother Frederick was made 


king. After this Frederick, the earl of Altenbourg 


was choſen by aſſiſtance of the town of Lubeck; but 


Chriſtianus III. ſon to the ſaid Frederick, put him 


out, and canquered the kingdom. Nevertheleſs this 


Chriſtianus, being a good prince, would not change 
their old privileges, but cauſed himſelf to be choſen, 

and likewiſe his ſon Frederick, in his time, to reign 
. after him; who is now preſent king, and hath ſent 


his honourable ambaſſage to your majeſty, as to his 
good friend and kinſman, deſcended of the kingly 


race of Denmark. And whereas be requires again 


the iſles of Orkney, it is for the diſcharge of his oath, 
becauſe every king of Denmark, at his election, is 
ſworn to claim again the ſaid es, which he hath 
done for the faſhion, and for no other effect but to 


draw on a greater familiarity and friendſhip, or elſe _ 
he had not ſent ſo honourable a company, but rather 


an herald of afms, if he had been earneſtly bent either 


to get the ſaid iſles, or to quarrel about them. 


After that his majeſty had heard this diſcourſe, far 


different to his former informations, he Was exceeding 
glad, and ſaid, he would not for his head but that I 


had ſhewn the verity unto him. And that ſame after- 


noon he ſent for the ſaid ambaſſadors, and acquaint- 
ed them how near allied he was to the king of Den- 


mark : he excuſed their long delay, and promiſed in- 
Cc - | 


SIR JAMES MELVII. — 


: 995 4 one daughter called Margaret, martied into 
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„ THE menos or 
| ſtantly to ſee them diſpatched himſelf, Tod 4 Sik 


in three or four days: he called for Wine, and did 


did drink to them, and ſent them home very well 
content and ſatisfied to their lodgings. He command- 
ed a banquet to be prepared for them; which his 
majeſty's comptroller and officers were quietly forbid- 
den todo, alleging the ſcantneſs of proviſions: which 

the laird of Segie and I perceiving, we dealt with the 

carl of March, who prepared a great banquet for them 
in his majeſty's name, to the great diſſatisfaction of 
Mr. Wotton and his partizans, who durſt not appear. 
And though they would not ſuffer his majeſty to be 
preſent at the banquet, but to dine in his own cham- 
ber, yet his majeſty being informed by me how mat- 
ters went, he foſe from his own dinner, and went to 
the · banquet-houſe, and drank to the king, queen, 
and ambaſſadors of Denmark, and ſo contented them. 
And he cauſed their diſpatch to be in readineſs, 
conform to his promiſe, But when I advertiſed his 
majeſty, that there was no preſent prepared for to re- 
ner them withal, he was wonderfully troubled, fay- 


ng, they who had the management of his s affirs were 


8. Foe to affront him. 

Now at this time was the earl at court, not fo 
much in favour as formerly. During the which time 
there chanced a ſtrange miſrule to fall out at a day of 
meeting upon the borders, which was ſet between the 
two wardens; where Sir Francis Ruſſel upon the Eng- 
liſh fide was killed. Whereupon the Engliſh ambaſſa- 
dor took occaſion to lay the blame upon the earl of 
Arran, alleging, that the laird of Ferniherſt, who was 
warden upon the Scots fide, had married the earl of 
Arran's brother's daughter; and that the faid earl 
had cauſed the ſlaughter to be made, that the borders 
might break looſe. In this complaint the ſaid ambaſ- 


ſador was well affiſted by the maſter of Gray and his 


companions ; ſo that the earl of Arran was command- 
ed to ward within the caſtle of St. Andrew” s, and was 
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kept ah U there re or four nen vi ifa that | at 1 
in fear of his life, he ſent for colonel Stuart, ths laird 
of Segie, and me, and lamented to us his hard hand- 
ling, purging himſelf, as he might juſtly do, of that 
accident that fell out upon the bores, requeſting us 
to intercede for his liberty. ; 

He declared unto us a ſecret to be bern unto his 
' majeſty, in caſe his life was taken from him; which 
was, a promiſe made unto the queen of England, that 
the king ſhould not marry with any for the ſpace of 
three years, whereof I have formerly made ſome men- 
tion. Nevertheleſs he forgot not to travel for himſelf, 
ſor he ſent his brother Sir William to the maſter of 
Gray at midnight, promiſing to get unto him the ab- 
bay of Dunfermling, ſo that he would obtain his liber- 
ty at his majeſty's hand; which was incontinently 
granted, and alſo the ſaid benefice diſpoſed unto the 
ſaid maſter. Whereupon the Engliſh ambaſſador was 
in a great rage at the maſter, but their diſcord was 
afterward agreed : only Mr. John Maitland ſecretary, 
and the juſtice-clerk, and the earl of Arran, were or- 
dered to retire home to their houſes. But before Ar- 
ran's journey, his majeſty was informed to deſire him, 
with all poſſible diligence, to lend him a great gold 
chain which he had got from Sir James Balfour, which 
weighed fifty ſeven crowns, to be given unto the Da- 
niſh ambaſſadors. Which if he had refuſed to do, he 
would have loſt his majeſty, and in delivering it he loſt 
the chain, 

In the mean time, the ambaſſadors mceifending 
that their diſpatch was in a readineſs, took their leave 
of his majeſty, who was alſo ready to part from St. 
Andrew's, I informed his majeſty not to deliver them 
the diſpatch, becauſe the chain was not yet come: 
for they-were minded incontinently to make fail, hav- 

ing ſtaid ſo long, and that the winter ſeaſon. wur a> 

hand; albeit that J had ſhewn to one of their familiar 

ſervants, that certain rewards were to come within 
Cc 3 
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would not grant to do, but went to their ſhips ; whi- 
ther T promiſed to bring their diſpateb, which I re- 
queſted his majeſty to cauſe deliver into my hand, to 
be kept till the chain ſnauld come; which was divid- 
ed in three parts, for it was large. When I came to 


| - their ſhips, they were going to ſapper; which be- 


ing done, I delivered to them their anſwer in writing, 


with the chains, and ſome excuſes for their long ſtay, 


and ſmall reward. So they parted well ſatisfied, aſſur- 


albeit by, the harſh uſage they had firſt met with, they 
had once reſolved otherwiſe. They were not com- 


groundleſs bruit. The king their maſter had fair 
daughters, with any whereof it was ſuppoſed the 


the good offices they had received from me, ſeeing 
my ſtaying them from parting diſcontent, had preſerv- 
ed the two countries from being engaged in war: 
which, they faid, they would not fail · to declare 
unto.the king their maſter, with whom they would 
not fail to make me acquainted; not doubting but 
that the king my maſter would one day ſay, that I had 


rewarded the gunners, trumpeters and muſicians. | 


that, the Daniſh ambaſſadors had ſet fail for their own 
country very well contented. I gave him a particular 
account of all ſpeeches that paſt betwixt them and me 


fion ſhortly after to ſend one to Denmark, offering 
ES. that commiſſion to me; which I ſhifted, perceiving 
thoſe who had his majeſty' s ear, and had moſt credit 

with him, to be altogether averſe from his marriage 

: that way, holding ill one courſe with England. I 

| named Myr, Peter Young, Almoner, as very fit for that 
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ing me that they would be good inſtruments of amity, 
manded to ſpeak of marriage, whereof there was ſome 


claim of Orkney would go. They thanked me for 


done him good ſervice. So I did take leave, having 


At my return to court, I acquainted his majeſty | 


at their parting. Whereupon his majeſty took occa- 


errand; who was ſent to Denmark, to thank that | 
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The 9 of Arran 3 — _ as z gd is, -the 
Engliſh ambaſſador and his Scots friends (as the ma- 


ſter of Gray, ſecretary Maitland, and the juſtice-clerk) | 


had chief credit and handling of his majeſty's affairs. 
The faid. ambaſſador had procured ſuch fayour and 


familiar acceſs about his majeſty at all times, that he 


was upon an enterprize to have brought in ſecretly 
the baniſhed lords, to have fallen down upon their 


knees in the park of Stirling beſore his majeſty, at ſuch 
z time as they ſhould have ſo many friends in court, as 
that his majeſty ſnould have remained in their hands as 


maſlters of the court for the time. But this enterprize 
failed him; for they durſt not yet take ſuch hazardous 
courſe, till they might lay their plots more ſubſtantially. 

Then the ſaid. Engliſh ambaſſador enterprized to 
tranſport his majeſty out of the park of Stirling unto 
England: and failing thereof his majeſty was to be 


detained by force within the caſtle of Stirling; whi- 


ther companies of men were ſent to be there at an ap- 
pointed day. Of which deſign my brother Sir Robert 
got intelligence, and told it incontinently to the king's 


majeſty „giving him the names of the chief enter- 
prizers. And becauſe it came to one of their ears, 


who ſtoutly affirmed the contrary, my brother offered 
to maintain the truth thereof by combat; which his 
majeſty would not permit, becauſe at laſt the perſon 
granted it to his majeſty. Whereupon my brother 


perſuaded his majeſty, with great difficulty, to de- 


part out of Stirling for ten or fifteen days, and 
hunt at Kincardine, before the enterprize were ripe. 
Which, ſo ſoon as the ambaſfador underſtood, he fled 
in great fear and haſte, without geod-night, or leave- 


taking of his majeſty : well inſtructed, arid furniſhed 
uith the promiſes. of ſuch as had aſſiſted him in our 
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5 won; CN the noblemen e 
England to come home, where they ſhould find friends 
enough before them at court, to put his majeſty in 
their hands. The maſter of Gray alſo abſented him- 
ſelf, and went to Dunkeld, and * remained with 
the earl of Athole. And u pon ſome bruits'of enter- 
prizes, there was a proclamation ſet out in his maje- 
ſty's name, by ſuch as had his ear, to purchaſe to 
themſelves the more credit to be true and careful 
| counſellors to his majeſty : which proclamation was 
_ afterward delayed by craft, that the baniſhed might 
prevent the day, and come in and get the king in 

their hands, whereby they might 1 the procla- 
mation at their pleaſure, 
In the mean time 1 received a letter to bb at his 
majeſty with all poſſible diligence, and another ſfom 
the earl of Arran, entreating me- to accompany him 
from Kinneil to the court. But I went to his majeſty 
ſtrait; whither alſo the ſaid carl came that ſame night. 
For he had procured liberty to return ain to wm 
and remain about his majeſty, © 
At my coming to Stirling, I had intelligence from 

a very ſure hand, that the ſaid lords were already at 
the entry of the borders, aſſiſted by my lord Hamilton, 
my lord Maxwell, my lord Bothwell, my lord Hume, 
and ſundry others, who had not formerly joined with 
them. Alſo the earl of Athole, the laird of Tullibar- 
dine, Baccleuch, Cesford, Cowdenknows, Drumlanrick, 
and others, who were in greateſt credit about his ma- 
jeſty, were to join with them at their in- coming. 
Whereof I advertiſed his majeſty, and colonel Stuart, 
. who undertook to ride unto the borders, and over- 
throw them, before they were wholly convened toge- 
ther; which might very probably have been effectuat- 
ed, if the deſign had not been craftily diſappoint- 
ed by ſuch as were about his majeſty, who 3 
to ſet forward the colonel's enterprize to pleaſe his 


majeſty, and to conquer credit ; ſaying, — * would | 


8 IR 1 AM urs s MEL v 7M 19 
write to a eee Buccleuch, Cesford; and ſuch JM 
others to aſſiſt him; whom they | knew to be upon the | 3 

contrary faction already ; ; ſo that the deſign of ſcat- 

tering them was rendered by that craft ineffectual. 27 
And becauſe I perceived the crafty intention, and that 1 
they feared I would therewith acquaint his majeſty, "2" 
they cauſed his majeſty to ſend me a forged errand to 
Dunkeld, that they might the better bring their pur- 4 
poſe to paſs without any contradiction. The pretext EE 
of my commiſſion was, to cauſe the earl of Athole to 5 
ſtay at home, and not to join with the lords who were . 
to come ſhortly to Stirling. And by the way I was 1 
to deliver a letter to the baillies of St. Johnſton, to be 
upon their guard, and not to ſuffer any of the king's 
enemies to come within their town. The baillies en- 
quired of me, what if the earl of Athole and maſter of 
Gray would deſire to come within their town ? I ſaid, 
they might let themſelves enter with ten in company, 
but no more. They alleged, . that their letter ſpecified 
not that, I told them, that was committed to me by 
mouth, the concluſion of my letter willing them to 
gedit W. 

When I came to Dunkeld, I knew that the earl of 
Athole would not ſtay for me, who had 1000 men in 
readineſs to take the town of St. Johnſton, and to 
come thence to Stirling, with the maſter of Gray, who 
was yet with him. But however I told him, that the 
colonel Stuart was gone with forces, to defeat the lords 
at their entry into the country, before they might be 
joined together. And that therefore he would do 
vell to ly at home; till he might underſtand the iſſue 
of the · ſaid enterprize. If that took effect, it would 
be folly to him to march forward; and if it did not 
ſucceed, he might do as his heart ſerved him. He 
thought this counſel good, defiring me to write unto 
| his majeſty for a licence to him and his, to remain at 

bome; which I did. In the mean time the maſter of 

Cray was ſent for to court, the ports of the town of 
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Angus to aſſiſt him. At his returning to court, he 
was as great with his majeſty as ever he was, remain- 


ing with him within the caſtle of Stirling; where there 


were two factions, who diſcoyered themſelves, ſo ſpon 


- as they ſaw the malecontents and baniſhed lords drew 


near unto the town of Stirling, whither they came to 
the number of 3000, and entered into the town with- 
out ſtop. His majeſty inclined moſt to the faction who 


brought in the ſaid lords, who adviſed his majeſty to 


ſend ſome down to the town to commune and com- 
pound matters, which was at length agreed: upon, and 
concluded, that his majeſty ſhould remain in their 
hands; that no rigour ſhould be uſed. to thoſe who 
were about him. So that thoſe who were mediators, 
appeared to be good inſtruments: and ſtayers of blood- 
ſhed. For Arran was eſcaped, and fled at their firſt 
entry ; but colonel Stuart, only with ten or twelve, 
gave them ſuch a charge in the midſt of the narrow part 
of the town, that a little more help might have put 
them in great diſorder. For the molt part of their 
Southland men were buſy ſpoiling horſe and 

Thelords, when they came into his majelty's 8 


33 fell down upon their knees, humbly begging 


pardon ; adding, that the hard handling by Arran, 
and other partial perſons about his majeſty, had com- 


pelled them upon plain neceſſity, and for their laſt re- 
fuge, to take the boldneſs to come in arms, for the 


ſurety of their lives and Jade being ever humbly 


minded to ſerve his majeſty, and obey him. 
The king again, like a prince Tull of courage and 


magnanimity, ſpoke unto them pertly and boaſtingly, 


| as though he had been viftorious over chem, calling 


them traitors, and their enterprize aud treaſon, 


Vet, ſaid he, in reſpe& of your neceſſity, and in hope 
of your good behaviour in time coming, he ſhould re- 


mit their faults: and the rather, becauſe they uſed no 


vengeance nor . at their 1 n. 
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m the mean Gele his i ee and re- 1 
commended the keeping of the earls of Montroſe and JM 
Crawford” unto my lord Hamilton; and the keeping . 
of colonel Stuart unto my lord Maxwell. Theſe three 424 
were for a time in ſome danger, becauſe they had too | 
violently eſpoufed Arran's intereſt, The reſt of his 
najeſty's ſervants' were overlooked, Sir Robert > 
brother, and his ſon, were both courteouſly uſed; This 
moderate behaviour of the lords conquered daily more 
md more favour from his majeſty; they preſſing him 
in nothing but in humble interceſſion of ſuch as for- __ 
- Wl nerly had his ear. A parliament was proclaimed at 3 
4% Linlithgow for their reſtitution; whither his majeſty | 1 
ir vas convoyed to paſs his time at hunting, thereby" to 
0 recreate his ſpirits. - 

„ Many noblemen and others were written for, to 

„ come unto the faid parliament. Among the reſt, the 3 
tel of Athole, to whom I had been ſent, and with . 
e, whom I was at the lords coming to Stirling ; where 1 "I 
vas waiting upon an anſwer from his majeſty, of the 

at WY letter which the earl of Athole had deſired me to write, 

:s faid is. When I came to kiſs his majeſty's hand, 

Il was gladly made welcome; his majeſty alleping; if 
e- that I was Corby's meſſenger. I anſwered, that my —_ 
5 i abſerice with the earl of Athole had ſaved all my own | 
n, _ and the town of St Johnſton untaken, and had 

i kept the ſaid earl from aſſiſting with the reſt; fo that 

thoſe, who had remained at Stirling with him, had 


S © 37 © = Mw eie ww 


- | 

de lept the ſonth, as well as I had done the north, their 

ly WY borſe had been ſaſe as well as mine was. His majeſty i \ 
ſad, that God had turned all to the beſt: for he had { 

id been before: made believe, that he would be in danger 

7 of his/life, in caſe theſe noblemen had ever any more . 40 

'> Wl power about him; and yet though they had both him Np 

n. nnd his ſervants in their power, they had uſed no ri- . ot 

pe gour nor vengeance. His majeſty remembered how fre- =... 

n quently 1 had forewarned him of this and the like acC- | | 


ddents, that I ſaid would follow / upon the earl of Ar- 
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ran's raſh i e He acknowleged, he had * 
a bad inſtrument, and declared he ſhould: never have 
more place or credit about him. He deſired me to 


- wait at court, and help to do all good offices betwixt 


him and his nobility; and to tell them the truth; who 
was to blame for their trouble, as having Seca! 
the ſame, ſceing he had great prejudice and no advant- 
age thereby; it being far from his inclination to ſeek 
any man's life, lands or goods, but only the peace and 
quiet of the country, and the ſettling of the ſubjects 
among themſelves; which I could teſtify for a truth, 
the verity thereof conſilting within my knowlege. His 
majeſty told me alſo, how he had ſhewn unto the no- 
blemen my honeſt and friendly advices toward them, 


and that I oppoſed myſelf continually to the earl of 


Arran's proceedings. He deſired me alſo to help to fa- 
tisfy the miniſters, who were ſeeking to be reſtored un- 
to their former free aſſemblies, which he had forbid- 
den them at the advice of the earl of Arran; the ſame 
being one of the occaſions of all the following trou- 
bles, which were chiefly grounded upon the diſſatis- 


faction of the miniſters, by whom the country was in 


fluenced. So that I tarried a while at court, till mat- 
ters began to take ſome ſettling. Divers of the lords 
alſo were earneſt with me to ſtay, offering me great 
kindneſs; ſaying, that his majeſty had told them eve- 
ry man's part and behaviour in relation to their baniſh- 
ment and perſecution; and that I was eyer for a mo- 
derate courſe, deſiring and preſſing, as his majelty's 


Intereſt, an a& of oblivion to be paſt for all bygones 
during his minority. The ſaid lords therefore cauſed 


me to propoſe ſome of their ſuits to his majeſty, whom 
in nothing they would preſs beyond his own pleaſure. 
- But 'the council was of different opinions concern- 


ing the reſtoring of the miniſters to their former pri- 


vileges and freedoms; where I was brought in to give 
my opinion. 'The greateſt part thought fit to delay 


them for a time, chiefly ſuch as had remained about 
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his nb, and had faid too much before to the con- 
trary. But they had yet ſome private deſigns hatching 


N 3 
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in their heads, which could not be brought about, if 
the country were wholly in peace: which they knew 
would be, were the miniſters ſatisfied. My opinion 
was, that his majeſty was not to be blamed that the 


| noblemen were baniſhed, or the miniſters privileges 


taken from them, ſeeing all theſe infolencies were com- 
mitted by evil inſtruments, who ruled over his ma- 
jeſty's good mind, to ſatisfy their own ambition; who 
now being fled and abſent, I knew no reaſon why the 
miniſters ſhould not be reſtored to their former privi- 
leges, as well as the noblemen to their lands and ho- 


nours; the one being no leſs contributive to the ſet- 


tling of the kingdom as the other; ſeeing, if this were 
omitted, the blame would ſtill ly upon his majeſty, and 
the country would be ſtill in trouble. The ſecretary 
Maitland was againſt this opinion; for he had former- 
ly ſpoken too much on the contrary. 'But the reſt of 
the noblemen and the council thought my opinion beſt, 

But yet. at that time it was not followed, nor granted 
at that parliament, Yet ſhortly after, it was found his 
majeſty's intereſt, and ond for fully eſtabliſhing 
peace. in the country, that the miniſters ſhould be re- 
ſtored to all their former privileges. 

It is above mentioned, that the maſter almoner 1 was 
ſent to Denmark. Shortly after colonel Stuart took oc- 
caſion to go thither about his own affairs; for he had 
a penſion off the king of Denmark. He obtained alſo 
ſome writing, whereby he was commiſſioned to ſpeak of 
the king's marriage with the king of Denmark's eldeſt 
daughter, And they both returned with ſo good and 
friendly anſwers, that there was little more mention 


made of the reſtitution of the iſles of Orkney. The 


king of Denmark was alſo put into hope by them, 
that his majeſty would ſend the next ſummer an ho- 
nourable ambaſſage to Denmark, to deal further i in theſe 
matters. 
| D 4 


7 a * | * ** 
ä * n 8 V n 
r nn bt ccc! 
8 73% ² ͤ ccc 
5 AF AIR Ee ff bY; Ef. ve TH © 9 
5 R * 


* . 2 ; 
- 4 * * 4 4 * 
5 
+ . 2 4 £ 
g B 13 
, 


N 
i | 


* p 14.4 9 * " 
> off " 9 be 2 1 . 5 
N £5 & 5 ” 5 FO 9 fo * 2 1 * 5 . 
Q 3 2 % mo ace nt i 228 A. * 8 de F « * A * * * 
* 5 z * 9 * 1 mn 5 . 1 2 WY 8 1 8 BY ROM 4 9 45 * * 24 "Tap FO de AE 22 N 
* e : Iran 8 * 4 0 
7 
* CEA TOE TEF 

71 9 88 5 


= Sin MEMOIRS os, 
1 have ſhew-ed already the dangerous practices of 


the Engliſh ambaſſador Mr. Wotton, and a part of 


their effects; but the principal is yet behind. 


The wandt of England baving concluded to take 
the life from the queen's majeſty his highneſs's mo- 
ther, after ſhe had been many years kept captive in 
England, thought firſt to get the king her ſon in 


their hands, and to/put him in hope, that he ſhould 
obtain the crown of England, the rather, that he was 


within their country; and, in the mean time, to be 
ſore, that he ſhould not be able to revenge his mother's 
death, but might be as a pledge among them, in caſe 
hiscountrymen, or his foreign and French friends, would 
pretend to menace them, or make war for his liberty, 
or in revenge of her death : for in that caſe they might 
threaten to cut him off, if for his cauſe they ſhould be 
troubled. And however it were, through time it was 


ſuſpected that they intended to take his life alſo, after 


that they had laid their plots how to make him odi- 
ous to the people by falſe counterfeit letters, and al- 
leged practices (as they had craftily and deceitfully 
alleged upon his mother) againſt the ſtate, But find- 


ing this their deſign of carrying him to England diſ- 


covered by my brother's intelligence, the ſaid ambaſ- 


ſador fled, as ſaid is. And for the next beſt, thought 
fit to ſee bis majeſty put in the hands of che moſt 


t of the nobility, who were baniſhed for the time, 
and during their baniſhment had been ſheltered in 


England, who they thought by fitted inſtruments 
might be ſtirred up to take his life, at leaſt to keep 


him in perpetual priſon, in revenge of the injury had 


been done them. But herein they were diſappointed: 


for they uſed themſelves ſo moderately and diſcreetly, 
that they ſought nothing but their own native country 


and lands, and that they might have acceſs to ſerve 


and obey their prince, without any further vengeance 
or rigour againſt their particular enemies: as their a- 


ctions and proceedings have ſufficiently os _ 
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| to the great increaſe of their favour with his majeſty, a 
and eſtimation of the whole country. - + + 


11 hath been rarely or never ſeen in any 8 


| that there have been ſo great alterations, with fo little 


blood-ſhed, as hath been in Scotland in this king's 
time, Now thoſe who were enemies to our queen and 

king's title to the crown of England, ſeeing ſome of 
their fetches to fail them, entered in deliberation what 
way to proceed to take the queen's life. The council 
of England, a great part of the nobility and ſtates, 
fell down upon their knees, humbly requeſting her 
majeſty to have compaſſion upon their unſure eſtate, 
albeit ſhe ſhould flight her own; alleging, that her life 
was in hazard by the practices of the queen of Scot- 
land, and their lives and fortunes. She alleged, that 
her heart would not ſuſfer her to let any ſentence be 
given ſorth againſt the queen her dear ſiſter and couſin, 
ſo near of her royal blood. Yet ſhe was at laſt moved, 
for very pity of their conditions, to let ſentence of 
death paſs againſt her, upon this expreſs condition, 
that it ſhould rather ſerve to be a terror to her, to 
odiige her 22 cate from racking any invit practices, 
than that ſhe really intended to ſee the blood of ſo no- 
ble a princeſs ſhed. And in the mean time, the writ- 
ten ſentence was given to be kept to Mr. Daviſon, one 
of her ſecretaries, not to be delivered without her ma- 
jeſty's expreſs command. Nevertheleſs the ſaid Da- 
viſon, being deceived by the council, delivered unto. 
2 the ſaid written ſentence of death. Wh 

they gave the queen warning a night before, to pre- 
pare her for God, Which ſhort warning ſhe took ve- 
ry patiently, and lay not down that night to ſleep, 
but wrote ſome letters unto the king her ſon, the king 
of France, and ſome other princes, her friends. And 
after ſhe had made her teſtament, ſhe put the gold ſhe 
had in as many little purſes as ſhe bad ſervants, more 


or leſs in every purſe, conform to their qualities and 


* The reſt of the night ſhe employed in 
D d 2 


RYE 


prayer: - ns als Sine: qa out of 
her chamber, to the great hall where the ſcaffold was 


prepared, ſhe took her death patiently and conſtantly, 


couragiouſly ending her life, being cruelly handled by 
the executioner, having received divers ſtroaks of the 
ax. Which execution was the boldlier performed, be- 
cauſe that ſome Scotſmen aſſured them that the king her 


ſon would ſoon forget it. Albeit his majeſty, when he 


underſtood this ſorrowful news, took heavy diſpleaſure, 


and convened a parliament, wherein, lamenting the 


miſhandling of his mother by his enemies who were 
in England, he deſired the aſſiſtance of his ſubjects to 
be revenged. Where all the eſtates in one voice cried 
out in a great rage, to ſet forward; promiſing that 
they ſhould all. hazard their lives, and ſpend their 
goods and eſtates largely to that effect, to revenge 


that unkindly and unlawful murder. Which put the 


council of England in great ſear for a while ; but ſome 
of our countrymen comforted them, and ſo did ſome 
Engliſh that bannted our court, alleging it would be 


ſoon forgot. Others ſaid, that the blood was already 


fallen from bis majeſty's heart; and if it were not, 


they doubted not but to cauſe the matter fall out to 


their ſatis faction. 

Firſt when the king's mjeſty da that they were 
about to accuſe and: convict his mother, he ſent the 
maſter of Gray and Sir Robert my brother to deal for 
her majeſty, Where my brother ſpoke brave and ſtout 
language to the council of England; fo that the queen 
herſelf threatened his life. Ind afterward he would have 
been retained captive, had not the maſter of Gray's cre- 
dit prevented it, and the promiſes he made; whereby 
they were both ſuffered to come home together. 

Four months before, his majeſty cauſed ſend for me, 
chat 1 might prepare my ſelf for Enpland, to confirm 

a band of -Alliance'-6ffenfive and defenſive with the 
queen and crown of England; and to take the queen 


of En * * n the faid bond. And 
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SIR JAMES MELVII. 317 
Mr. Randolph, who was here, was to take the King s 


oath, and uſe the like ceremonies here. 

At my coming to court I did what I. . to be 
ſhifted of the ſaid commiſſion, being a matter of ſo 
great conſequence, as an indirect breaking of the bond 
with France. Yet his majeſty would take no excuſe, 
but thought fit to ſend me thither, that I might get 
him ſure knowlege of ſundry things, which his ma- 
jeſty ſuppoſed another would not get; by reaſon that 
all his mother's friends and his own, that were in that 
court and country, were beſt and longeſt acquainted 
with my brother and me. But ſo ſoon as Mr. Ran- 
dolph had heard that I was to be ſent to England, he 
defired audience of his majeſty, and uſed all the per 
ſuaſions he could to get me ſtayed, and another fer 
that might be meeter for the time. After that his ma⸗ . 
jeſty had reaſoned long with him thereabout, . . 5 oY 

led upon me, and told me how that Mr. Randolph bag 5 7 
ſpoken ſo much good of me, whom he loved better 1 
than any Scots ſubject, upon account of our old ace. 
quaintance; but had ſaid that I would not be acceptable ; 
to the queen his miſtreſs at that time, becauſe St Ro: 
bert my brother had been always, and was yet upon 
his mother's faction, and alſo that my brother Sir An- 
drew of Garvock was for the preſent in England her 
majeſty's maſter of the houſhold, . His majeſty ſaid, 
be replied again, that I was never eſteemed a factiouz 
perſon, and ſo would not yield at the firſt. But I. re. 
queſted his majeſty to grant him his deſire: for I had © 
no will of that commiſſion, knowing that there was 

nothing meant but fraudful dealing by England with 
him at that time. It is ſor that cauſe, faid he, that I 
would have you there. And it is ſor that ſame cauſe, 
Sir, ſaid I, that I would gladly ſhun the ſame, with 
your majeſty's favou.. 

His majelty ſaid, he wondered that Randolph ſhould 

| ſem to like ſo well of me, and yet defire another to 
be ſent. 1 anſwered his majeſty, that in France and 
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| ng we liked each ober very well, but in we Handling 
hai majeſty's affairs we ſhot at findry marks. His — 
Jelty would (till have me to accept that commiſſion, and 
;alked whom I believed that Mr. Randolph would deſire 
to be ſent, I anſwered, either the maſter of Gray, or 
Ar. Archibald Douglas. For the maſter of Gray had 
made moyen for Mr. Archibald, and had brought him 
home out of England, and had ſammioned an aſſize of 
his own friends to cleanſe him of the late king's mur- 
der. And being cleanſed he haunted the court famili- 
arly with his majeſty. It was he indeed whom Mr. 
8 Randolph deſired to be ſent, or the maſter of Gray, or 
1 both in a commiſſion. But his majeſty would not con- 
* | Lent thereto. Then the laird of Cowdenknows, cap- 
X 2in of the caftle of Edinburgh, defired the commiſſi- 
fl. But Mr. Randolph would have none other, cau- 
ug the queen his miſtreſs to write back, that it was 
unneceſſary to ſend any ambaſſador for that errand ut 
that time; only deſiring that the king would write with 
his own hand, that one ſhould be ſent when ſhe thought 
time; afforing by his ſaid letter, that it was in eſſect 
already concluded in his mind, as if the ceremony were 
performed, Which letter was ſent to the Engliſh am- 
balfador, who was reſident in France for the time, to 
be produced before the king of France and the queen- 
mother, to let them know, that albeit the king of Scot- 
land was ſuiting her majeſty for an alliance offenſive 
2 and defenſive (which would be a clear breach of the 
— Wok bond with Fran. Jet ſhe would not put them in 
"ſuſpicion and jealouly 25 her in conſenting thereto, as 
not valuing the Scortiſh. king sickle friendſhip or feud, 
fo long as France and ſhe kept their peace and friend- 
ſhip together. Which was done only to diſgrace and 
diſcredit the king with the king of France. So that 
there, proceeded no more from the ſaill intended bond. 
5 And I was not a little ſatisfied that my hands had been 
free thereof. 
1 Likewiſe Wen the bruit was of t the en navy, 
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SIR/ JAMES MELVIL, 3719 
in the year 1 587,'that they were coming to theſe parts, 
I was ordered to wy — which R 
bappily alſo eſchewed. 
Now to return again to Mr. Archibald Dougie : 
He returned back to England, to remain ambaſſador 
there for his majeſty. By the which means he obtain- 
ed the greater credit with the queen his majeſty's mo- 
ther, to her no ſmall prejudice, the ſame contributing 
to her ruin; he having diſcovered ſeveral paſſages be- 
twixt her and himſelf and other catholics.of England, 
tending to her liberation: which were made uſe of a- 
gainſt her majeſty, for taking her life. So ſoon as my 
brother Sir Robert was ſent there, to uſe ſharp and 
boaſting language, to ſee if it might fave the queen's 
life, he diſcharged Mr. Archibald of the office of am- 
baſſador, - This I ſet down in a parentheſis, to ſhew 
how far a good king was abuſed and miſled, by minions 
whom he liked well, to his great hurt and diſhonour, 
In the mean time, for ſome diſorder tipon the weſt 
border betwixt the Maxwells and 3 his ma- 
jeſty went there to reform the diſobedience. But ſome 
houſes were kept out, and would not render unto him. 
Whereupon Mr. John Maitland being made chancel- 
lor, the maſter of Gray and other favourers of the + 
Engliſh faction, did counſel his majeſty to ſend to 
Berwick, zbecauſe it was alleged to be neareſt, to bor- 


row cannons to beſiege the ſaid houſe. Which guns 


were readily and gladly lent by the governor of Ber- 
wick. Which . he durſt not have done, 
without knowlege and conſent of the queen and coun- 
eil, who judged thereby that his majeſty had forgot 
the great boaſt that was made at the forenamed parlia- 
ment, concerning the revenge of his mother's death. 
For after his majeſty had ripely confidered the beſt 
and worſt of that deed, remembered himſelf of the ma- 
ny friends he had in England, who had no hand in 
his mother's death, he thought 'it not juſt to trouble 
the peace and quiet of the kingdom for the deed of a 
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few who guided the queen and court, he being there. 

of himſelf apparent heir. And alſo becauſe the queen Ml tt 

was of good years, and not like to live long, he was Ml pi 

reſolved to abide his time to be revenged upon his ene- fu 
ce 


mies. As for the queen his good ſiſter, ſne had ſworn 
and purged herſelf of the death of His mother, being 
deceived by her council and ſecretary Daviſon, whom 
ſhe committed to the tower of London. This was 
the way of conveyance of that ugly unkindly. murder, 
Shortly after this, there was a great bruit of the Spa- 
niſh navy bound to land in England, Scotland or Ire- 
land. And then alſo were entered about his majeſty 
a new faction, whereof the earl of Huntly was chief, 
who had lately married the duke of Lenox's Gfter. 
This new faction aſpired by little and little to ſhoot 
out the maſter of Gray, the chancellor, and others 
their dependers, and to retain part of thoſe who were 
in court before; where there were divers conſpiracies 
to kill the chancellor: and ſuch as had aſſiſted him 
were to be removed, becauſe they did ſtick too long by 
the court. The earls of Huntly, Bothwell, and others, 
thought to have taken the king and kept him. And 
albeit two of their enterprizes had failed, yet they were 
deſirous to be neareſt his majeſty at the in · coming of 
the Spaniards. And in the mean time they reſolved 
to cauſe the king ſend Sir John Seaton to Spain: but 
his majeſty would have none to be ſent but me. 
| Whereupon the chancellor and my brother Sir Robert 
did write to me, deſiring me to refuſe the employment; 
becauſe they ſaid his majeſty would have one there of 
his own religion, who would not be corrupted, in 
whom he could truſt. Vet his majeſty had inclination 
to deal with Spain, and I had as little deſire to under- 
take the voyage, albeit Sir George Douglas deſired the 
ſaid commiſſion, as one who had aſſiſted his majeſty's 
mother; yet it took no effect. The earl of Huntly 
in the mean time procured a gift of the benefice of 
Dunfermling, which was lately taken ſrom the maſter 
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re- ¶ of Gray now decourted, and given to him. How that 
en the Spaniſh great navy was three years in making their 
as Wl preparations, and were ſufficiently and ſubſtantially 
e- ſurniſſied with men, ammunition, and all ſorts of ne- 
rn ceſſaries, is now manifeſt to all Europe. What was 
1 Ml their intent and purpoſe was ſo ſecret, that the chif- 
m WM tains of the army knew no more, but as they ſhould 
» WM underſtand by the opening of their ſtamped inſtru- 
dions at every appointed landing place. Many were 
of opinion, that they were firſt diſappointed by the 
duke of Parma governor of Flanders, who had behav- 


y ed himſelf in his charge fo circumſpectly, in his pro- 
x miſes ſo truly, in enterprizes ſo ſtoutly, that he won 
1 the hearts of the ſoldiers, and the favour of his ene- 
t mies, ſo that he was ſuſpected by the king of Spain to 


entertain deſigns of uſurping the eſtate of Flanders: 
and therefore he was minded to remove him out of 
that great and rich government. He being hereupon 
diſcontent, as was alleged, neither furniſſied the {aid 
army victuals, nor aſſiſted them with ſhips, nor would 
be ſuffer them to land in his bounds. At laſt they 
were ſo jealous of him, that they landed not, but were 
th at anchor, where Sir Francis Drake by a ſtrata- 
gem ſubtilly deviſed, of a ſhip full of powder with a 
burning link, which kindled up the powder ſo ſoon as 
the Engliſh ſhip was driven by a direct vehement wind 
within the midſt of the Spaniſh ſhips, burning thereby 
ſeveral of the greateſt of them, and cauſing the reſt to 
cut the cables of their anchors for haſte to eſchew the 
fury of the fire. And in the mean time God ſent ſuch 
2 vehement ſtorm of wind, that the whole navy was 
blown and broken upon divers coaſts of our ifles, and 
of Ireland; and their wreck was the greater, that they 
wanted their anchors, 

It is before mentioned, that Mr. Peter Toad als. 
moner to his majeſty, and. colonel Stuart, were return- 
ed from Denmark well rewarded, and contented. with 
every thing that they had ſeen, and chiefly with the 
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fair young princeſs;' and alſo how they had put the 


king of Denmark i in hope, chat the king ſhould the 
next ſummer ſend thither an honourable ambaſſage, to 
deal further to the increaſe of a greater amity. And 
for this effect, the biſhop of St. Andrew's, the laird of 
Segie, and I, were named to be ſent: but I was res 
tired, and had no will to meddle, perceiving his ma- 


jeſty's affairs ſo retarded by ſuch as had greateſt hand- 


ling about him. Therefore, upon my refuſal, the chan- 
cellor adviſed the laird of Barnbarrow, a the ſaid 
Mr. Peter, to be again employed in that matter, with 
uncertain and irreſolute inſtructions to propoſe mar- 
riage, and with divers fair allegeances concerning his 
majeſty's ſufficient right to the iſſes of Orkney; which 


the king of Denmark was minded to uſe the more ſharp- 


ty, but for the hope he was put in, of the apparent mar- 
riage of the king's majeſty with his eldeſt daughter. 
' Theſe ambaſſadors were not well embarked, when 


Nonſieur Pubartas arrived here to viſit the king's ma- 


jeſty, who, he heard, had him in great eſteem, for his 
rare poeſy ſet out in the French tongue. He would not 


_ faythathehidafecreotcomminon to propoſe the princes 
of Navarre as a fit marriage for his majeſty, but that the 


king of Navarre's ſecretary willed him, ſeeing he was to 
come this way, as on his own head, to propoſe the ſaid 
marriage. Monſieur Dubartas's qualities were ſo good, 
and his credit ſo great with his majeſty, that it appear- 


_ ed, if the ambaſſadors had not already, made fail, that 


their voyage ſhould have been ſtaid for that Salon. The 


chancellor aſſured Monſieur Dubartas, (as he ſnewed me) 
that the marriage of Denmark ſhould not take effect. For 
our ambaſſadors had indeed ſuch ſtrait inſtructions, and 


ſo ſlender a commiſſion, that it was enough to have cauſ- 


_ ed the king of Denmark to ſtart and to quarrel with our 


king, were it not that they dealt above their com miſſion, 
Which kept that king in ſome temper, albeit they re- 
turned without fruit; full of diſpleaſu 5 pg chen 


ſelves ſcorned, as they were indeed. 
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FE BIR "JAMES. MELVIL,. 33 
In the mean time that they were in Denmark, Mon- 


ſieur Dubartas, being in Falkland with his majeſty, came 
to my houſe, to perſuade me to take a commiſſion in 
hand, which, he faid, his majeſty would lay to my 


charge; witch | was, to be ſent unto the king of Na- 


varre, and to be acquainted with madame the princeſs, 
his ſiſter. And becauſe his majeſty knew that I would 
be loth to go, he named alſo my lord Tungland, my 
brother, who undertook the journey, and became well 


acquainted with the faid princeſs, and was well treat- 
ed and rewarded by the king her brother, now king 


of France, and brought with him the picture of the 
princeſs, with a good report of her rare qualities. 


The laird of Barnbarrow and Mr. Peter Young, be- 
ing returned back from Denmark, declared that the 


king of Denmark thought nothing of their commiſſion, 
judging it but fruitleſs dealing, and delaying of time, 
and fair language, without any power to conclude, I 
am uncertain whether he got intelligence of his ma- 
jeſty's ſending my brother to the king of Navarre : 
But the marrying of his eldeſt daughter with the duke 


of Brunſwick gave ſome appearance that he had got 


ſome notice thereof from the court of England, who 


were abundantly well informed of all our proceedings, 
After this, colonel Stuart, deſirous to ſee the mar- 


riage with the king of Denmark's daughter take effect, 
went thither, upon his own expences, divers times, 
And ſeeing the eldeſt daughter already married, he ex- 
euſed the king's majeſty, and laid the blame upon thoſe 


who had the handling of his affairs. So that the king 


of Denmark promiſed yet to give his ſecond daughter 


into the king, upon conditions that ambaſſadors ſhould 


be ſent there the next year, before the firſt day of May. 
In the mean time the king of Denmark took ſickneſs 
ind departed this life, leaving the ſame commiſſion 
vith his council, and ſuch as were appointed for re- 
* of the deals. 


Now the king being faited 3 in marriage by many 
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„ an MEMOIRS or. 4 
great princes, and his ambaſſadory being come back 


both out of Denmark and Navarre, with the pictures 
of the young princeſſes ; his majeſty determined firſt 
to alk counſel of God by earneſt prayer, to direct him 
where it would be meeteſt for the weal of himſelf, and 
his country. So that after fifteen days fdviſement 


and devout prayer, as ſaid is, he called his council to- 
_ gether in his cabinet, and told them how he had been 


adviſing about that matter of ſo great concernment to 


himfelf and his country the ſpace of fifteen days, and 


that he was now reſolute to marry in Denmark. 
The council appeared all to reliſh this reſolution, 


requiring meet inſtruments to be employed to com- 


leat the marriage, and to make the contract. Then 


his majeſty ſaid, that he had already choſen me in his 
mind for one, deſiring the council to chooſe another; 
which they did, to wit, the lord of Altry, uncle to the 


earl Mariſchal. We two being written for, and come 
to court, found not ſuch earneſtneſs with the council 
as with the king : which my lord of Altry perceiving, 
he drew home again, excuſing himſelf upon his age and 
ſicklineſs. His majeſty uſed many perſuaſions and rea- 


ſons to induce-me to undertake the voyage, declaring 


how he had many times ſent for me to be employed 
in ambaſſages, and could never tell why I went not, 
I anſwered, that his majeſty would have done me that 
honour many times above my deſerving, which he 


would not have done, if he had known my inſufficien- 
cy for ſuch matters of fo great import, as I did my 


ſelf. His majeſty ſaid, that this buſineſs. concerning 
his marriage was the greateſt matter that ever he had 


to do, and that he would take no refuſal. 1 ſaid, that 


my lord Tungland my brother was far meeter than my 
ſelf, being a good ſcholar, who could perfectly ſpeak 
the High Dutch, the Latin, and the Flemming lan- 
guages, with the French tongue. But his majeſty 


would till repoſe upon me in that errand; but, at my 
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deſire, was ſatisfied' that my brother ſnould be put in 
commiſſion with me 
Then his. majeſty faid, albeit Ke _— will em 
your inſtructions; yet 00 ſhall receive mine out of 
my own mouth. | 
Firſt, © if the King of Detrick had been alive: he 
4 would not have ſtood to have given a great portion 
« with his daughter, wherein it is propable the regent 
« and his council will be as ſparing as they can. I 
« doubt not therefore but you will endeavour to draw 
« from them as much as can be had; but at length 
ſtand not upon money to conclude the marriage. 
Seeondly, know what friendſhip and aſſiſtance 
they will make me, when it may pleaſe God to place 
me by right in the kingdom of England, by deceaſe 
of. this queen, in caſe any countryman or other 
“ would wrongouſly pretend to rl and A me 
« from the ſame. 5 
Thirdly, concerning the iſles of Sidi; you 
« may chooſe any man of law that you pleaſe; for 


„that head muſt be anſwered, and debated by form 
« of law, Always if the marriage take effect, _ 


© purpoſe would not be over preciſely bandled:” 
« may be that my council will give you ſtraiter con- 
* ditions; but this inſtruction of mine you ſhall fol- 


low, let them ſay what they pleaſe. 


I told his majeſty; that I would chuſe to take with 
me for a lawyer Mr. John Skeen. His majeſty ſaid, 
he judged there were many better lawyers. I ſaid, bs * 
was beſt acquainted with the German cuſtoms, and 


could make them long harangues in Latin; that he 


was a good, true, ſtout man, like a Dutchman. Then 

his majeſty was content that he ſhould go with me. 
After that I had tarried long at court, and could 

ſee no preparation for our diſpatch, neither money 

nor ſhip making ready; ; the appointed time wherein 

we ſhould have been in Denmark being paſt, to wit, 

—_ the firſt of May: for it was fo ordered by _ 

. 
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King of Denmark ere he died, that in caſe that d 
was not kept, that they might think themſelves but 
ſcoffed : this moved me to employ my friends at 
court, to cauſe another be named in my place, ſeeing 
ſo many ſuiting to get the ſaid commiſhon. And the 
chancellor gave me ſuch terrors as he could for his part, 
Now the earl Mariſchal was deſirous to ſupply the 
place of his uncle my lord of Altry; and his majeſty 
was content that he ſhould) be ſent thither. Where- 
upon I took occaſion to repreſent to his majeſty, that 


the ſaid earl was very well qualified for that employ- 


ment, and that he would go the better contented, if 
he might have in commiſſion with him ſome of Nis 
own friends and acquaintance. His majeſty anſwered, 

that it was his part to chooſe his own ambaſſadors; 


that the earl Mariſchal ſhould have the firſt place as a 


nobleman ; but that he would repoſe the chief hand- 
ling with the regent and council of Denmark upon me. 
Then I declared, that the appointed time was paſt, and 
that yet there was no appearance of any preparation of 


money or ſhip; wherewith his majeſty was very an-' 


gry. I named the laird of Barnbarrow or Mr, Peter 
Young, as very fit to be employed in the commiſſion 
with the earl Mariſchal, becauſe they had been there 
already: but he would not hear thereof; for the blame 
had been wrongouſſy laid upon their inſufficiency, i it be- 


ing alleged, that their miſmanagement was the occaſion 
that matters formerly took not the deſired ſucceſs, 
Would not this kind of court-dealing ſcar any man 


from meddling. in ſuch weighty matters, where ſuch 


men are preferred to have the ſpecial credit about a 


prince, who mind only their own n, and not the 
prince's advantage? 

Thoſe, who at preſent ordered affairs, counſelled 
his majeſty firſt to ſend to the queen of England, and 
require her advice and conſent to the ſaid marriage 
with Denmark; who they knew would not only diſ- 
ſuade him from the ſaid marriage, but alſo ſtay him 
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from any marriage, as ſhe and her council had ever 
done and dealt, both with his mother and himſelf. 
When J underſtood of this new delay, I obtained li- 
cence to go home to my houſe, and make me ready 
againſt the next warning. In the mean time, the ſea- 


ſon of the year was well ſpent. The queen of Eng- 
| land's anſwer returned, not to marry with Denmark. 
she ſaid, that ſhe had credit with the king and prin- 


ceſs of Navarre ; that ſhe would employ the fame for 
effectuating that marriage, which was much. more his 
majeſty's intereſt. In the mean time ſhe did write to 
the king of Navarre to hold back the marriage of his 
ſiſter three years, for ſuch frivolous pretexts as carried 
no reaſon. Upon this anſwer of England, our coun- 
cil was convened, and enticed to vote againſt the mar- 
riage of Denmark. Wbereat his majeſty took ſuch a 

deſpite, that he cauſed one of his moſt familiar ſer- 
vants to deal ſecretly with ſome of the deacons of the 
craftſmen of Edinburgh, to make a mutiny againſt the 
chancellor and council, threatening to ſlay him in caſe 
the marriage with the king of Denmark's daughter 


were hindered, or longer delayed. This boaſting and 
ſear cauſed a new reſolution to be taken, that the earl 


Mariſchal ſhould be diſpatched with diligence, with 
the conſtable of Dundee, and the lord Andrew Keith, 
whom the faid earl requeſted his majeſty to ſend with 
him. Which his majeſty granted the more eaſily, be- 
cauſe he found ſo many difficulties in the matter, and 


| ſome of my friends had informed him, that it would 


be very ſatisfactory to me that ſome other were em- 
ployed. Now it was yet a long time before the earl 
Mariſchal could be ready, and diſpatched. Then as 


to his dealing with the council of Denmark, his power 


to conclude was ſo limited, and 8 ſo ſlen- 


der, that he was compelled to ſend back again my lord 


Dingwall, either for a licence to come home, or for a 
ſufficient power to conclude: Where it chanced that 


he found his majeſty at Aberdeen, and the chancellor - 
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and moſt part of the council abſent. Which was d 
great furtherance to get a full power to conclude the 
contract and ceremony of the marriage, by the earl 
Mariſchal; who was incontinently diſpatched by the 
regent and council of Denmark, and the queen ſent 
home with him well accompanied. But the tempeſtu- 
ous winds drave them upon the coaſt of Norway, 
Where they landed, and ſtayed a long time for 
fair winds and weather. Which ſtorm of wind was 
alleged to be raiſed by the witches of Denmark, as by 
ſundry of them was acknowleged, when they were for 
that cauſe burnt. That which moved them thereto 
Was, as they ſaid, a blow which the admiral of Den- 
mark gave to one of the bailiffs of Copenhagen, whoſe 


wiſe, conſulting with her aſſociates in that art, raiſed 


the ſtorm to be revenged upon the ſaid admiral. _. 
His majeſty had heard that they were upon the ſea, 
and left nothing undone to make all in a readineſs, to 
receive the queen and her company honourably ; but, 
in the mean time, was very impatient and forrowful 
for her long delay, laying the blame thereof upon the 
chancellor, and ſuch other of his council as had iplain- 
ly voted againſt the ſaid marriage, and thereby had 
delayed the diſpatch of the ambaſfadors fo long, until 
the ſeaſon of ſailing upon the ſeas was near paſt, The 
ſtorms were alſo ſo great here, that a paſſage-boat pe- 
riſhed betwixt Burntifland and Leith, wherein was a 
gentlewoman called Jean Kennedy, who had been long 
in England with the queen his majelty's mother, and 
was ſince married to Sir Andrew Mebvil of Garvock 


my brother, maſter of his majeſty's houfhold. Which 
gentle woman being diſcreet and grave, was ſent for 


by his majeſty to be about the queen his bed - fellow. 
She being deſirous to make diligence, would not by 


_ the ſtorm be ſtopped the ſailing of the Ferry, where 


the vehement ſtorm drave a ſhip forcibly upon the 
faid boat, and drowned the gentlewoman, and all the 
perſons except two. This the Scottiſh witches con- 
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ſed to his majeſty was procured by them, tn that- 
boat alſo I loſt two ſervants. 

Now his majefty remained quietly in ths calle of 


Craigmillar, diffatisfied, as faid is, with the greateſt 
part of his council. He could neither ſleep nor reſt. 


n the mean time, he directed colonel Stuart to my 


brother Sir Robert and me, charging us to take care 
of his miſhandled eſtate in time coming, lamenting 
that he had been abuſed by ſuch as formerly he had 
too much truſted to, and that he had always found us 
faithful and careful of his welfare, He therefore de- 
fired us to ſit down, and advife how he might beſt 
put remedy” to things bypaſt, and prevent ſuch incon- 
veniencies in time coming, ſeeing he had determined 
hereafter to repoſe moſt upon our council. Our an- 
ſwer to his majeſty was, that we had great reaſon to 

tender his majeſty moſt humble thanks fer the favour- 
ible opinion he entertained of us, which we ſhould 
endeavour to deſerve z and were very ſorry for the 
diſpleaſure his majeſty had taken; praying his majeſty 


' to take patience; ſeeing that as he had always repoſ- 
ed upon Gov and not man, that the ſame Gov would 


mend his eſtate, as he had oft-times done before : 

that onr care ſhould be preſently, how to receive the 
queen honburably, who was upon the ſea, (we daily 
looking for her landing) and next, how to treat and 
reward the noblemen of Denmark, her majeſty's con- 
voy: that being done, and they returned back to 
their country, it would be beſt time to take order 
with the affairs of the kingdom, conform to his ma- 
jeſty's deſire, with the concurrence of ſo many of the 
counciÞ as his: majeſty had found moſt faithfal, and 
kaſt faQtions. But we did not think fit to take upon 
us the whole burden, in reſpect that hath been always 
the chief cauſe of the wreck of Scots Kings, efpecially 

of all his majeſty's own troubles, in laying the whole 
durden of his affairs upon any one or two, whe molt 


commonly for greedineſs, and ambition, abuſe good 
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princes a and few or none dare controul them, for 
fear of their great authority and credit. 
The chancellor being advertiſed of his majeſty”; 
diſcontent and diſpleaſure, as ſaid is, made prepara- 
tion to go off the country, and cauſed it 'to come to 
bis majeſty's ears, that he would fail himſelf and bring 
home the queen with him, and that they were all — 
triflers who were with her. He forgot not to anoint 
the bands of ſome who were moſt familiar with his 
maje ſty, to interpret this his deſign ſo favourably, that 
it made the king forget all by- gones; and, by little 
and little, he informed him ſo well of the ſaid voy- 
age, and the great charges he had beſtowed upon a 
fair and ſwift-ſailing ſhip, that his majeſty was moved 
to take the voyage himſelf, and to ſail in the ſame 
ſhip with the chancellor, with great ſecrecy, and ſhort 
preparation, making no man privy thereto, but ſuch 
as the chancellor pleaſed, and ſuch as formerly had all 
been upon his faction. He had alſo heard an inkling 
of a word, that his majeſty, in the time of bis high 
diſpteaſure, had faid, that he would lay the burden of 
his affairs upon my. brother and me; whereat he had 
a great envy and deſpite, and was 'the cauſe why his 
majeſty made me not privy to his vayage. He was 
very diſcontent, when his majeſty had appointed my 
faid brother Robert to be left vice-chancellor, and 
convene the council in his majeſty's abſence, to hold 
hand with the duke of Lenox, my lord Hamilton, 
Bothwell, and other noblemen, with the officers of 
the crown, and to rule the 2 in his majeſty's 
abſence. 

Three other ſhips failed with bis majeſty, wherein 
was the juſtice-clerk, Carmichael the provoſt of Lin- 
cluden, Sir William Keith, George Hume, James San- 
diands, with all his majeſty 8 ordinary ſervants. The 
weather was rough enough; for it was in the begin- 
ning of winter, But the laſt day was ſo extreme 
ſtormy, that they were all in great hazard : but his 
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majeſty landed that ſame night a.. in 


Norway, where the queen was abiding the turning of 
the wind, and where he accompliſhed his marriage in 
| perſon, But he could 10t be perſuaded to return to 


Scotland that winter, by reaſon of the raging ſeas and 


ſtorm he had ſuſtained a little before. 


The queen and council of Denmark, being adver- 
tiſed that his majeſty was reſolved to abide all that 
winter, ſent and requeſted him to come to Denmark : 
whither he went by land, with the queen his new 
bride, and behaved himſelf honourably and liberally 
by the way, and at the court of Denmark, where he 
tarried during his abode there. 

But the company who were with his majeſty put 
him to great trouble to agree their continual janglings, 
ſtrife, pride and partialities. The earl Mariſchal, by 
reaſon that he was an antient earl, and had been firlt 
employed in this honourable commiſſion, thought to 
have the firſt place next unto his majeſty, ſo long as 


he was there. The chancellor, by reaſon of his of- 
| fice, would needs have the pre-eminence. There 


were alſo contentions betwixt him and the juſtice- 
clerk. The conſtable of Dundee and my lord Ding- 
wall could not agree abaut place. George Hume did 


quietly ſhoot out William Keith from his office of 


maſter of the wardrobe. At length they were all di- 


vided into two factions; the one for the earl Mariſ- 


chal; the other for the chancellor, who was the 
ſtronger, becauſe the king took his part: ſo that the 
chancellor triumphed; and, being yet in Denmark, 


deviſed many r e to be made, and new e. 


and cuſtoms to be ſet forward at his majeſty's return; 

as, to have no privy council but the exchequer, and 
the nobility to be debarred from it; ſandry of the 
lords of the ſeſſion to be put out, who, he judged, had 
no dex endence upon him, and others his creatures 
put in their room. He cauſed a proclamation to be 
penned, which was ſent home to be proclaimed before 
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his majeſty's return, that nohe of the nobility mould 


come to court not being ſent for, and then to he 
with them fix perſons and no more: Iewiſe 

baron to bring but four. Likewiſe he reſolved to 
cauſe ward ſach as had been unruly and diſobedient 


during his majeſty's abſence, as the earl Bothwell, | 


| the lord Hume, and divers borderers and Highland- 
men. 
The next ſpring his majeſty came dome) and land- 
' Ed at Leith, well accompanied with the admiral of 
Denmark, and divers of the council and many other 
pentlemen. All whom his majeſty treated honour- 
ably; and after the queen's coronation, they wete 
magnificently rewarded with more” than twelve pald- 
th chains, and many medals of ou with his ma- 
jeſty's picture. 

His majeſty, at his landing, was pleased to ſend to 
Me to bear them company; which I did until their 
parting, to bis majeſty $ great contentment. 

In the mean time the earl of Worceſter was ſent 
ambaſſador from England, to welcome and congratu- 
late both their majeſties, with ſome preſents unto the 

Hueen's majeſty. Upon whom I was commanded, by 
his majeſty, to attend diligently all the time of his 
| being here; and, at his parting, he was preſented 
with a ring of ſeven great diamonds. He patted well 
fatisfied, and ſo did all his company. | 
+, His majeſty was pleaſed, at leiſure, to declare unto 
me his whole voyage, and proceedings during his ab- 
ſence. He ſaid, That he wiſhed that I had been ſent 
alone ambaſfador to Denmark, in place of the earl 
 Matiſchal, and the two who were joined with him ; 
hewas fo a informed of the ſaid earl. I anſwered, 
that I underſtood that the earl for his part had be- 
haved bimſelf very honourably and diſereetly, as the 
_ admiral of Denmark, and divers of the company, had 
Informed me. But his majeſty had been fo poſſeſſed 
with the chancellor s miſinformation, that for the time 
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he believed it. He ſaid further to me, that he had 
greater trouble to keep good order among the few 
company that was in Denmark, than my brother Sir 
Robert had to keep quiet all Scotland, eee kis ab- 
ſence. Which praiſe my brother indeed deſervei; 
ſor he had ſuch favour and credit among the nobility, 
barons, and boroughs, that they followed his advice, 
believing that he would not fay but the truth in his 
majeſty's name, and that he would give no miſinfor- 
mation againſt them at his home- coming. But the 
chancellor envied my brother for the great opinion 
his majeſty had of him, though he had been the 
greateſt inſtrument of bringing the chancellor into 
court with his majeſty firſt, when his majeſty paſt to 
his liberty at St. Andrew's 3 and afterwards of getting 
him the keeping of the great ſeal, and, in effect, of 
making him chancellor ſince. The chancellor remem- 
bered alſo of his majelty's deliberation before his going 
to Denmark, and the direction he had ſent by colonel 
Stuart to my brother and me: which the chancellor 
now went about to prevent, by taking oceaſion to ca- 
lummiate my brother in his abſence, becauſe he was 
not preſent in the time, when there was to do with 
his office, to furniſh ſome little neceſſaries to the 
ſtrangers; he having been ſent for to viſit his wife ly- 
ing at the point of death in Burntiſland. The chan 
cellor told his majeſty, that during his majeſty's ab- 
ſence, he uſed every Saturday ſo to do, tarrying three 
or four days, neglecting the common affairs of the 
country: and that it was the clerk- regiſter, Alexan- 
der Hay, who had done all the good offices, which 
were alleged 'to have been done by Sir Robert; where- 
byhe kindled up ſo the king's anger apainſthim, thathe- 
threatened to ward him, and take his office from him, 


ix days after he was ſo much praiſed for the great and 


faithful ſervioes he had done. 80 ill handled oft- times 
are good princes, and faithful ſervants, by crafty a- 
lumnies. But his majeſty being thereafter fully in- 
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formed of the matter, ſoon repented his anger, and 
converted the ſame * the ſaid chancellor upon 
another occaſion. 

There was emulation e the a and the 
chancellor. The council complaining, that the chan- 


cellor was the deviſer of all the wrongs that were 


done, by cauſing his majeſty to ſubſcribe ſundry hurt- 
ſnl fignatures and commiſſions, getting them paſt for 
himſelf and his friends, taking thus the beſt and moſt 
profitable caſualties to himſelf and his dependers. 

The chancellor again endeavoured to have the moſt 
part of the council at his devotion ; or ſuch, who 
would not be in all things ruled by bim, changes, and 
others placed in their room, who would have more 
dependance upon him. Whereupon the council con- 


ſulted, and concluded together, to caſt the chancellor, 


Yet one of the council, who had a matter of great 
moment to de diſpatched, to curry favour with the 
chancellor, diſcovers the deſign to him, who, having 
that knowlege thereof: before hand, had the oppor- 
tunity of preventing the enterprize, as to the effect 
deſigned. Yet at his firſt coming to ſpeak with his 
majeſty, he rebuked him very ſorely. And leaving 


him, he took me by the hand ſaying, I am the worſt 
| handled prince in the world, as I ſhall ſhew you to- 


morrow; for now, when I go to bed, I deſire not to 
enter upon ſo melancholy ſubjects o late: therefore 
ſend for your brother, and at his coming I ſhall declare 


unto you both more of my mind. I cannot forget an 


expreſſion of yours, © That it is the greateſt art in 


„ the world to be true.“ 


At my brother's coming, we found that the only 
cauſe was, that the chancellor, and ſome with him, 
would have ruined thoſe who were his majeſty's truelt 
friends. Yet my brother, finding it his majeſty's in- 


tereſt, took up the matter 'betwixt the council and the 


chancellor, to his ma j jeſty's great contentment. 
After the coronation of the queen” $. majeſty, and 
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anqueting and rewarding the ſtrangers, and that they 
turned home well contented, there was another con- 
vention appointed, for taking onder with the affairs of 
the country. To the which many noblemen and ba- 
ons were written ſor; but very few obeyed the ſaid 
letters, or would come near the court; becauſe when 
they were firſt written for to the queen's coronation, 
they judged themſelves lighted; for hall, chamber, 
and all doors were ſo ſtraitly ſhut and undiſcreetly 
lept, that they could get no entry; therefore many 
of them returned diſcontent to their houſes : for there 
was no man appointed to welcome them, or to direct 
them, except ſo many as were made knights; which 
was the. cauſe that ſo few came again to court, the 
next time when they were written for. Thoſe who 
had been lately in Denmark with his ma jeſty, thought | 
to retain him and the whole government in their 
hands, and had given his majeſty counſel not to be - 
over familiar, nor of too eaſy acceſs : that none 
ſhould be permitted to enter his chamber, but ſuch as 
vere gentlemen of his chamber, with the chancellor, 
and ſome of the council. They were not content to 
have the whole acceſs, and only handling at all other 
times, but even alſo at the conventions, they conti- 
mally occupied his majeſty's ear, in preſence of the 
whole aſſembly, thereby to let their great credit be 
ken, that they might be courted by ſuch as had to do 
vith the king. None of them all had more occaſion 
of occupying his majeſty's èar, than I had at that time. 
let when it would pleaſe him to call upon me, to 
know how every ſtranger was treated and ſatisfied, and 
to be informed about other things; ; I would give him 
a ſhort anſwer, and inſtantly retire ; which was per- 
ceived by many of the nobility aud barons who were 
come to the convention; in the which ſundry neceſ- 
ary reformations were intended, though nothing was 
performed: which was the more complained of, be- 
auſe every man was in expectation to ſee a ſettled e- 
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ſtate at his majeſty's. home-coming, by dende of bis 


majeſty's promiſe, made publicly in the high-kirk of 
Edinburgh, to be a new man, and to take up another 
kind of care and: doing in his own perſon, than ever 
had been ſeen or uſed beſore; which certainly his 
majeſty was very willing to have put in execution, but 
alas he lacked: help and aſſiſtance : for ſuch as he re- 
poſed moſt upon, had no further care of his affairs, 
than as they ſound could beſt ſerve their own particu- 
lar profit, and advancement to ſuch ambitious aims as 
they ſhot at; making his majeſty in the mean time 
believe, that all was well ruled and ordered. The 
contrary being too manifeſt; moved me to preſent un- 
to his majeſty ſome memorial and informations con- 
cerning his eſtate- and government; the molt: part 
whereof I had ſet down in writing, after that colonel 
Stuart had brought commiſſion from his majeſty to my 
brother Sir Robert and me, before his majeſty's voyage 
to bring home the queen, during the time that he was 
in great- vexation in. Craigmillar, and diſcontent with 


he chancellor, and ſuch as were his dependers in the 
council, who had been hinderers-of his marriage. For | 
at that time he had deſired my ſaid brother and me to 


ſit down and adviſe upon ſome good rules for the e- 
ſtabliſhing of ſome- good order in his net ; the 
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ſe YOUR majeſty” 8 3 return hath I re- 
joioed your whole ſubjects. The expectation they 
64 have had of you ever ſince your birth, hath been 


great, both far and near. Your publle promiſe to 


take upon you a more kingly care ſince your home- 
coming, through greater experience, hath augment- 


s ed a good hope of a gracious government, Your. 
“ religion pure and clean, your zeal to godlineſs and 


*. juſtice, your chaſte and ſincere life, your prompti- 
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tude to ſappreſs rebelſi ons when they ariſe, raviſh- 


« you, and eſteem vou the beſt king tharhath been 
theſe many years in this realm. And yet they all 
marvel with ſtupified minds, to ſee your affairs ſo 
unluckily handfed, complaining that your country 
was never in greater diſorder; the kirk never worſe 
contented, their Giſſetisfactten influencing the whole 
kingdom; your houſe ſo evil at a point; the no- 


poverty; ; the commons never more oppreſſed; ne- 
ver more taxations raiſed, moſtly applied to the u- 
tility of private perſons; never more parliaments 


holden; never more laws broken; your proclama- 


tions. and miſſives no ways obeyed; ; never was 
murder and bloodſhed more increaſed, than ſince 
your home-coming, and public promiſe of better 
government. 

<* Therefore, Sir, as in a perilous ſtorm upon the 
ſea, or to quench ſudden kindled fire on the land, 
every man's help is requiſite and acceptable; ſo q 
hope your majeſty's clemency | will conſider, and 
your prudence will take in good part, this my du- 
tiſul declaration and admonition, the boldlier enter- 


' prized under the warrant of your favourable alli- 


ance, following your commandment before your 
majeſty's going to Denmark, that my brother and T 
ſhould ſet down the cauſes of the evil and diforders 
that have been, and yet are in the kingdom, with 
the meeteſt remedies for reforming and — 
the ſame. | 

«© There. be three chief wakes of all theſe n_ and 
diſorders, * 355 

“ The firſt is concerning God's ſervice. | 

© _The ſecond is concerning your own eſtate, and 
the proviſion of your houſe, 


The third, concerning the policy and es ma- 


0 


nagement of che country. 
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338 THE MEMPERS) OF; -* | 
As concerning the ſervice of God. 1 by 
c our ſins, and careleſueſs in ſeting forth. his. plos 
« xy, it ſhould be redreſſed and amended by hombl 


« repentance, and amendment of-life, and good. ex- 
* ample, firſt in your OWn perſon, , upon whoſe car- 


© riage every man's eye is fixed, as the head to rule 
the reſt of the members, with religion, juſtice, Prue 


« dence, temperance and fortitude. 
__ ©. Chiefly by religion and juſtice. have all common- 
*  wealths been ruled; ſo that ſuch countries as want - 


e ed the knowlege af; the true religion, ſeeing, the 


« great works that God brought to paſs by his own 
c peculiar people obſerving his religion, they inyent- 


„ed religions. Thus, thinking to imitate the Jews, 


« they fell into idolatry and ſuperſtition; yet they 


= ſraldy obſerved their ſaid invented religions, and 
„ cauſed to puniſh with death ſuch as deſpiſed or 


ce ſpoke againſt the ſame. Far more ſhould your ma- 
c zeſty be careful to advance the true religion, and to 
& ſee the ſame reverenced and obſerved. And for 
cc that effect ſhould devout and diſcreet miniſters be 


“ choſen, whoſe chriſtian lives may preach as well as 


& their doctrine : and ſuch ought to be provided with 


4 ſufficient local ſtipends, neither too much, to entice 
ce them to avarice; nor too little, to make them in- 


c“ digent; and give them ground i in their preachings 
ce to ery out of poverty; in ſuch ſort as they may 


. have no occaſion yearly to leave their flocks, to 


& come and make ſuit for their living, with great pain 


©. and expences, as they do preſently. 


Divers are the cauſes of the diforders in your 
4 court, and houſe-officers, and ſervants: for they 
«© are not choſen for their qualities, but at the in- 


c ſtance of this and that friend, or courtier. Then 


4 the number of all ſorts of ſervants are not limited, 
« by placing about your majeſty ſo many as are 
4 needful,, but an extraordinary number; whereas 
© two in | every office are enough. And then your 
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«prudence! will be beſt known, when you: ſhall be 
« ſeen to make good elections of fit perſons for every 
occupation: for the prince is ever eſteemed to be 
« like unto thoſe ſort of fervants, he likes beſt to be 
about him. Much conſifts-in'this, to have ia court 
. dhſerect, modeſt courtiers,2 ſach as are not covet- 


4 ons „nor unmeaſurably. Wiens Nothing wins 


% mote the hearts of the people to the prince: for ſo 
long as they. ſee about him ſuch perſons, they are 
4.0nt of fear-of being unmeaſurably burdened. When 
«+ they ſee men who are not greedy, nor prodigal 
0 ſpenders of the prince's eſtate, nor their bwn, 
4 ber ſtirrers up of the prince! to take mens 
„lives for their lands; they are in hope that 
« every-man inay live upon his own, and the prince 
be alſo upon his proper patriniony. Thereſorè ſhould 
© the officers. of the exchequer be true and honeſt 
men; and the prince ſhould be frequently preſent 
MI himſelf, and hear his on compts: for few dare 
„ coutroul, or find fault ra wrong compts of his 
8 officers, or great courtiers. Vhich 1 have oft- 
« times found fault with, when upon the SIO th 
© hough alter ward to my great pfejudice. 3 
% The cauſes why the patrimony of the crown is 
„ ſo diminiſhed, is becauſe your majeſty's predeceſ- 


« ſors diſpoſed: much to the church, for devotion ; 


and to the noblemen and barons, for good ſervice: 

© And when princes were careleſs to prevent rebel- 
« lions, occaſioned! by their miſgovernment, they were 
« compelled to buy the aſſiſtance of ſome, by diſpoſi- 
tion of lands, to help to ſuppreſs their unnatural 


ſubjects: which inconvenience their careful and 


2 „ provident government en . eee and 
eſchewed. 1 


4 Your majeſty alſo, out uf your mide and peince- 


«; ly diſpoſition, diſpoſed liberally: unto divers greedy 

* and importunate perſons, during your minority, di- 

vers lands and rents, which would have ſtood in 
1 f 2 
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< ö ſtead to the entertainment of your houſe, And 
you heaped gift upon gift 0 a ſort of greedy cray- 
« ers, and that by the perſuaſions of ſuch as had your 
© ear, and not to thoſe who deſerved. beſt at your 
4e. banc. Now: the officers of the chequer being well 
<«< choſen, as ſaid is, the rent -maſters, and their offi- 
*.:cers who are accountable, muſt be reſponſible men; 
neither too mean, nor too great men, or courtiers, 
but ſuch as dare be controuled, and whom people 
<« will not fear to offend. All vacant benefices and 
& caſualties ſhould. be retained in your own hands, 
« till you ſee what you may ſpate, | 


Then the beſt: part of the property Hes 3 in the 


« Highlands, where neither God nor the king is ſerv- 


ed or obeyed. Your rents may be redoubled, if the 


« Highlands and the Iſlands were reduced, as was 


4 done by your grandfather king James V. For the 


Kings of Scotland were never rich, ſince they left 
. the Highlands and the Iſles, to dwell in the Low- 


lands; for fince that, their rents ade been dimi- 


60 niſhed, and their fuperfivous expences- increaſed, at 
*. the unruly example of other neighbour nations. 

« Then your majeſty's parks would be put to pro- 
fit, and repleniſhed ; which will be found a neceſſary 
help to the keeping of your houſe. The reſt of 
6 ſtore-grounds, lying in the far ſouth-parts, are in 
«. ſuch hands as it is not fit to meddle with them yet; 
but ſome yearly number of wedders will be eaſily 


granted by them Who n mae the ſaid ſtore 


* grounds. 


„ Alfo the Saia 85 that go bnd out of 


« Scotland, if they were ſtayed and taken according 
to acts of parliament, would be very profitable. 
The beſt means to bring theſe good purpoſes to 
4 paſs, is a princely, prudent and gracious govern- 
Ki ment; which is eaſieſt brought to paſs, when the 
prince corrects himſelf, before he corrects his ſub- 


jects; for they will be ſoon ſubdued to his will, 5 
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4 * SIX JAMES MELVIL, WT 
„ « when theyſee the ſame made ſubject unto reaſon: 

« for being ſubject unto reaſon, the prince hath con · 
« quered himſelf, the readieſt means to conquer the 
« hearts of all his ſubjects: their hearts being con» 
« quered, the country is cally conquered, the coun» 
try being conquered, the prince may plant and eſta- 
« bliſh good order there at his pleaſure. 

« Theopompus being demanded, what way a king 
might beſt rule his realm? Anſwered, in giving li- 
 berty to thoſe who love to tell him the truth. 

« The Senate of Rome, writing unto Trajan, ex ex· 
« cuſeth princes to be negligent in many things, not 
- 40 much for that they Have not deſire to foreſee, as 

ecauſe few or none dare warn them of the truth; 

; Jas ſays moreover, that it belongs to good princes 
„rather to have regard to the benefit of their coun- 
try, than to the delights of their perſon; and ra- 
ther to follow ſuch exerciſes, as will increaſe their 
« reputation, . than only to be taken up with their 
« paſtime; that they ſhould be ſparing in porches, 
Hand prodigal in deeds. | 

t Plutarch faith to the ſame Trajan, if thy go⸗ 

« vernment anſwer not the expectation of thy people, 
thou mult neceſſarily be ſubject. to many dangers. 
le ſaid further, that princes ſhould rule well, if 
© they be thankful to the great Go, and if they 
g * ſhould be patient in chances of fortune, and diligent 

in execution, careful of their affairs in dangers, 

mie to the people, tractable to ſtrangers, not co- 

© yetous of riches, nor lovers of their own opinions 

and deſires 3 for then the burden of their office will 
be eaſy unto them. As God is the ruler and ſpirit 

© of the world, ſo ought princes to rule and be the 
* ſpirit of their country. The heaven, the earth, the 
© ſea, and all the elements, obey Gop's ordinance by. 
© the ſtrength of his continual motion and provis, 
© dence; ſo ſhould the prince who is Gop's place · 
: holder, by. continual care, providence, : and motions 
Ff 3 * 
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_—_ « cauſe every lieutenant, miniſter, magiſtrate; judge 
c officer, and ſheriffs, to keep their due courſe i 
. © their vocation. For the which effect, it may pleaſ 
1 «your majeſty to conſider the nature, and wrong kind 
= ny 5 Scbttiſn government, by a | continual Weng cor 
“ rupted cuſton. 

; Scotland is indeed betedter and a monarchy 
« yet all other” monarch hical kingdoms, it is 

<< eff} out of tune, by the ſloth and careleſneſs o 
I princes, the untulinefs and ſturdineſs of the ſub 
© jects, and the great number of the nobility; as al 
4 ſo by rand of the great cumberſom clans, fo rea 
& dy to concur together, and to rebel for the defence 
« of any of their name, or to revenge the juſt execy 
“ tion of ſome of them ſor murder, laughter, theft 
ee or ſuch other crimes. For our king, wanting hir 
©'ed ſoldiers remaining in garriſons, as other mo 
„ narchs have, may not at all occaſions puniſh and 
«© redteſs ſuch . wrongs and. diforders ; except the 
« have by wiſdom! and virtue conquered their own 
6 paſſions, opinions and deſires, and by the fame 
* means ravithed the hearts of the moſt and beſt part 
* of the ſubjects, to aſſiſt them with heart and hand 
« to ſuppreſs the rebels, and to puniſh the offenders, 
5 Such king again as endeavour to command abſo- 
" lütely, not caring for the hearts af their ſubjects; 
„their proclamation may well be outwardly obeyed 
Ee with their bodies, but 882 will never mid the 


ae when a great number are Sede herd for 
1 ſuch times they uſe t 40 take ſudden conſultations 
wy to put order to the prince, and his familiar minions. 
Of theſe tw-o ſort of kings, the firſt is more than a 
4 monarch; and the laſt leſs than elective. Of th: 

« firſt / in Scotland too few have reigned ; and of th: 
«laſt | too mafiy; Which i is the cauſe chat the country 


in 


 -\SIR JAMES MELVIL. 
is not conquered to the lawful kings : which As al- 


ter, as they can find their opportunity. For the 
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ſo the cauſe that the corrupt cuſtoms and diſorders 


have laſted ſo long, and are not to be remedied, 
until it pleaſe Gb to ſend three ſuch kings as I 
have named of the beſt ſort, granting them long 


life, each one to ſucceed after other. I pray-Gop 


grant that your majeſty be the firſt of the three. 


But it appears your majeſty is not well adviſcd, 
while you are creating more noblemen, making 
them thereby the ſtronger ; 'whereas divers other 
princes endeayoured to make them lower and fe- 
er; by reaſon of .the old emulation which hath 


laſted between the kings of Scotland and their no- 


bility, the kings to command abſolutely as ſove- 
reign monarchs; the nobles to withſtand their ab- 
ſolute power, ſometimes by ſecret and indirect 


means, and oft-times' by plain reſiſtance and force. 
Hence but few wiſe, virtuous and potent kings, or 


ſovereign monarchs, who have obtained the maſte- 
ry; whereas there have been many careleſs, ſloth- 


ful and ſimple princes, | that have ruled by wicked 
counſellors, and have commonly been brought to 


ignominious ends. The good and worthy prince 


took upon him more or leſs abſolute power and 


authority, as he found himſelf able by aſſiſtance, 
ſubſtance, and alliance; or, as he found his no- 


bility feeble, fooliſh, and divided. 


5 Eiahand belies itſelf to be in the better PI 


| by ſhedding the blood of their nobility, and debar- 
ring them from the council, and handling of the 


prince's affairs; Scotland contrariwiſe; by ſparing 


the blood of the nobility and barons, and by mak- 
ing them partakers of honours and offices. 


For 
the way of taking the life of a nobleman or baron, 
breeds an hundred enemies more or leſs, according 
to the greatneſs of the clan or kitnane; of which 
ſome will ly at wait to be revenged, albeit long af- 
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40 , being ſo numerous, by long evil 9 As 


- tempt. 


< Princes are by Homer calle paſtors ; 2 by the 


ſwerable to ſuch honourable names, without ex- 


for the reputation obtained the firſt year will laſt 
© long afterward, whether it be good or evil. 
ge earneſt and liberal to get good intelligence, 


TI 
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they eſteem themſelves to be born counſellors ; and 
yet will not remain at court, nor upon the council, 
unleſs it be at conventions, or for ſome particular 
profit. And if the prince intend to rule without 
them, they uſe to make ſudden enterprizes againſt 
him and his familiars, with the which tragedies the 
chronicles are filled. Then after ſuch a violent al- 
teration, they find themſelves odious to the prince, 
ſo that they commonly ſeek to be maſters over 
him from that time forth, leſt he ſhould, when he 
ſees a fit time, take this e for their con- 


« Jt is not beſt then to o dehar. your nobility " 
being upon your council, but grant place to.a num- 
ber of the wiſeſt of them, whereof they will ſoon 
be weary, and retire when their purſes begin to 
grow empty. Thus they will want occaſion to 
grudge rebel. e e 
t It is meet alſo to gain by good deeds part of the 
worthieſt of your nobility ; which may be a means 
to keep the reſt from rebellion, when they ſee ſo 
many of their number daily about you, and in your 


our. -... -- | 
Romans, fathers of the country None can be an- 


treme diligence, and fatherly care; to ſee every of- 
ficer about his duty, and ſtrait account taken how 
they diſcharge the ſame, rewarding well-doers, and 
puniſhing offenders; reward and puniſhment being 
the pillars whereupon the commonwealth ſtands. 
Eſpecially take care the firſt year of your marriage; 


as well of your neighbours eſtate as your own; of 
the grievances of your ſubjects, and their . 


1K JAMES, ME WII. 4 


« ties/ and, fade; which will qpen pour eyes. to f. 
« ſundry. outgates in matters of ſtate. * 5 ; 


u—_=y ww 


FE 9 * * / 


« Give familiar acceſs. to your, nobility and barons, 


: « when they come; .chiefly to all ſuch who. are writ · 


(een for to your conventions. Give open audience, 
* once; eyery week at leaſt, to rich and poor, receiv- 


ing their ſupplications and complaints, with 1 
command to the council and maſter of t den ſts to 


01 
(« 


i 


0 give them anſwer with ſudden difp. atch. © thy, 


« Capſe to reform the ſuperſluity raf clothing od 
banqueting, as well by 505 example as command- 


ment. 
« Now, e your majeſty. to. 10 ripe Fit, 


4 m no more green, I hope your dear · bought ex- 


perience hath made you apt enough to receive all 


« „ profitable impreſſions preſented to your majeſty by 


« your faithful proved ſervants, and not to commit 


* ſo, eaſily the weighty, charge of your affairs to 
Hany one, or two, or three; ſeeing the ſame may 


have been clearly, obſerved to tend highly to the 
prejudice of ſuch, who have been, through flattery 
or otherwiſe, induced to follow ſuch courſes. Such 
minions haye been always obſerved to ſnoot at their 
own marks, not valuing the endangering of the eſtate 
of the. prince, ſo that they gain their own ends, by 
enriching themſelves and their dependers. 5 
No man will think ſtrange, that, during your young · 
er years, you have been preſſed and perſuaded to lay 


the burden of your affairs off yourſelf upon others, 


„Who greedily courted that weighty charge above | 


their capacity, wanting care, knowlege and ability. 
© to bear it, But now every man will marvel, if you 
© ſhould commit ſuch. a groſs error in your perfect 


„E! ; thinking that your pregnant ingeny, excellent 
memory, and hurtſul experience, may compel you 
© to exerciſe the office of a king in yapr own perſon. 


For whence hath: proceeded ſo many attempts, ſo 


many enterprizes, fo many times the taking of your 


3 * a4 8 * * 1 1 2 > 1 T7 2 - 

1 * = 7 n 2, - < M 
A i * 

F . A 0 
r $ * 4 Fe WS O'S 

So, EX * N 1 E By N WP 
by ; . 3 
* * 


— 


PY | Air Able 0 


wy Invjeſty's perſon; T6 Hany eee ls 
« of court-ſervants,, counſelfors and laws, but by com- 
„ mitting the charge and keeping of your ſheep, and 
© ſubjects, to certain ambitious and tavenous wolves, 
«ho choſe to bring into court, For their aſfiltance, 
T? ſuch as they knew to be of iber wn qualities; that 
«they might conquer together, fit How to put out 
« | of your favour; and debar from ybur ear, all ſuch 
honeſt true perlons as would oppofe their pernici- 
« ous proceedings, that ſo your majeſty might neither 


c ſee nor underſtand, but by their eyes and ears? 


Jour majeſty can well enough remember how oft, 
«for my part, I have forewarned yo of the ſtorms 
* which Were to fall out, through the miſbehaviour 
«of ſuch. inſolent, ſuch intenlſtänt, ſuch ſcornful, and 
ce ſuch partial perſons, as have oftelt poſſeſſed Four 
« ear, and carried the vogue in Four court. And 
«© what I thereby gained to myſelf, your ' majeſty 
* knows, Yet, however diſadvantageous to my own 
particular intereſt was tliat manner of procedure, 1 
had this comfort, that your majeſty confeſſed that 
4. 1175 bad ſhewn you the verity : but the ſaid confeſſion 
was * ay behind the time, with over late repentance, ; 
"4 Hete your majeſty may reproach mie of incon- 
« ſtant councils; becauſe, one year after yobr'return- 
© ing ſroni Denmark, I told ybu that your ſubjeQs 
were not ſatisfied: of their expectations, nor of your 
1 public promiſes; praying your majeſty yet to be- 
4 gin, and;either to be at that pains which is requi- 
«ſite to a right: governing king, or elſe to ſubmit the 
&« hole burden of your affalrs to ſich a number as 1 
« * ſhould name, only for one year. In doing of any 
« of theſe two, J engaged that you ſhould find your 
*effate ſufficiently ſettled at the year's end. Then it | 
« pleaſed your majeſty to demand of me, the manner 


© that I' would wiſh you to rule after? Whereunto 


* I made anſwer, that it did not become me, or any 
“in Scotland, to ſhew you the ary of a king, which 
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4 you could declare berg than any of your council, 
ſe the fai Py bag as well as 
„any. king in Europe, il you Bag Pleaſed only for 
« one year to take the pains to do it yourſelf. In fo 
„doing, Þ ſuppoſed that before the end of it, there 
4 ſhould enſue ſuch profitable effects, as you ſhould 
find the government pleaſant, and no more painful; 
by the which. means your majeſty ſhould eſchew the 
„ reproach of the Porte. in one of his Tout in 
« oF hes 
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x "i * things a prince ET . bimſelf: 
to be careleſs and fothful in his affairs ; to forſake 
the counſel of his true ſervants ; to pive ear unto 
unthankful flatterers; ; and, to ſpend above his 
rents. 
« To return again to the purpoſe : it pleaſed 
your majeſty to require for the ſecond part, viz. 
© that might beſt ſettle your eſtate within the year ? 
© ſaid, to devolve the management for a year upon 
ſuch as I ſhould name, joined to the belt inclined 
of your own council. To that your majeſty once 
agreed; but when I came more to particulars, your 
* majeſty judged it not your intereſt, as having been 
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« otherwiſe adviſed. Then 1 requeſted your majeſy 
« to exerciſe the office yourſelf. Saber, 
„Vet not long after, your majeſty ſubmitted your 
4 ſelf wholly and entirely to eight perſons, called 
« Octavians; and told me that you had followed my 
5 xe therein, and had ſabmitted ſimpliciter for 
« your time to theſe eight perſons. I replied, that 
I ſpoke but for one year; and that T would have 
& named ſome of the ſaid number, but not all. They 
ere wiſe men, learned and Pe 5 but the un- 
«© meeter that they were chuſers of * themſelves. 
« Yet they begun to do better than any had done be- 
ce fore them; but they continued not, but divided t 
“among themſelves, after they had divided the offices iſ th 
c of the crown, to every man one: whereas, at the Ml & 
& firſt, they had given forth that they ſhould plant mean Wl pe 
a reſponſible men in the ſaid offices, and they all too 
* but comptrollers of the ſaid officers. So that many Ml be 
« began to grudge againſt them, ſeeing them become in ¶ ca 
4a ſudden rich. And, perceiving their great backs, ch 
« the whole ſubjects, and his majeſty's own domeſtics Wſ do 
6e to follow and depend upon them, and his majelty Ml be 
« to paſs through the ſtreets with three or four, as fi 
&« forſaken; becauſe none hoped any more for re- ¶ co 


« ward at his hands, but ſo much as might be had for mz 
e ſerving and depending upon the ſaid eight lords; bis 
they became alſo hated and envied, partly for the fro 

cc cauſes ſpecified; as alſo there was great ground of po 

& jealouſy, that _ were intending the eſtabliſhment Wl the 

« of popery. So that there was a rebellion raiſed in wa 

Edinburgh againſt them, in his majeſty's preſence; ¶ the 

“% upon which they fled out of the town, and ſince the 

« qurſt never take upon them the whole government, Ml the 
e but were content to be joined with a number off va 

© noblemen and others of the council, to the number wa 

ce of twenty-four. But the greateſt part of the 

“ noblemen did not attend, but came when they were thr 


« written for to the conventions, as formerly they 


( ſſaut autea.” 
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« uſed, de they ne ned wo the 4 


You "FO head bow 4 his 3 was is at 
his returning from Denmark, to impriſon ſuch as were 
given up to have been moſt unruly during his abſence, 
But being returned, even ſome of thoſe who had ad- 
viſed the faid warding were the firſt who gave adyer- 
tſement to thoſe who were to be warded, not without 
ſome profit for .their reward, to the great diſcontent- 
ment of ſome of their aſſociates ; ; which looſed the 
bond which was made at Denmark by the chancellor 
and his faction, and cauſed every one of that number 
to go ſundry, and to do for themſelves. So that all 
their plots and devices turned to change ſome of the 
ſeſſion : but there was no concurrence, and ſo it Rope. 


ped of itſelf, . 


The officers of the exchequer continued a while to 
be the only council; and the nobility, when they 
came, were kept at the door. I, having at that time 


the honour to be one of the exchequer, took the free- 


dom to acquaint his majeſty, that the nobility would 
be offended at ſuch uſage, which was ſo manifeſt a 
flight, I ſaid it world be no prejudice to cauſe them 
come in, they being great men, as my lord Hamilton, 


my lord Maxwel, and others of principal note. But 


his majeſty of his own. nature was not changeable 
from the order laid down by them he liked, and re- 
poſed upon. Yet, of my own accord, I went forth of 
the chamber, and told the noblemen, that-his majeſty 


was upon the ordering of his accompts and rents, and 


the daily expences of his houſe; that he was aſhamed 
they ſhould ſee the eſtate thereof, which was the cauſe 
they were ſuffered to ſtand without. This little excuſe 
was ſomewhat inatiaſtory to them, But that order 
was alſo ſoon altered. 
Concerning the reducing of the Highlands and iſles, 
three of the principals, as Maclean, Macdonald and : 
Gg 
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> Donald Gorm,” were ork E to the. court by 
the chancellor, who underſtood of the differences a. 
mong them; every one of them being by him put in 
hope to get his hand above his enemy. But at their 
- coming, they were all three warded in the caſtle of 
Edinburgh, to their great aſtoniſhment : for they had 
each of them committed ſuch foul murders under truſt, 
that it was horrible to rehearſe. Being therefore ap- 
prehenſive of their lives, they dealt largely of their ill 
won gold to thoſe who had moſt credit. Nevertheleſs, 
to terrify them the more, to draw more from them, 
they were put to an aſſize, and convict of treaſon; 
which cauſed them to redouble their gifts to the guid- 
ers, but not to theking; in ſuch ſort that there was 
an agreement betwixt his majeſty and them, that they 
ſhould give pledges that they ſhould pay yearly unto 
his majeſty 20000 merks for the lands, of the property 
whereof they had no ſecurity ; of the which they had 
of yearly rent, as was given into the exchequer, 
2 250000 merks. This was all given them for 20000 
merks. And whereas before they had no right nor ſe- 
curity, but a forcible poſſeſſion, they obtained ſure in- 
feofments by charter, ſeiſin, and the great ſeal, and a 
remiſſion of their foul crimes. But ſhortly after, their 
pledges, who were kept in the caſtle of Blackneſs, for 
giving a ſmall ſum were releaſed ; and ſo the 20000 
merks was loſt and never paid. 
Here was a good prince ill uſed, and abuſed; oy 
the half of the rents robbed from kim; his Gop of- 
fended by ſparing to do juſtice upon ſuch bloody 
tyrants, who acknowleged neither Gop nor the king. 
I had adviſed his majeſty to go himſelf to the iſles 
to build a fort there, and to remain two years till all 
things were ordered; ſhewing his majeſty, that the 
kings of Scotland were never rich, fince they left the 
Highlands to dwell in the Lowlands ; 3 but have ever 
ſince diminiſhed their rents, and increaſed their ſuper- 
fluous expences in diet and clothing, following the 
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cuſtoms of other nations; which his majeſty, after 
enquiry, found to be moſt true; and his majeſty was 
reſolved to follow the ſaid advice; and I had promiſed 
to go with him: but all was altered by the former 
miſrule. Matters thus carried on, many began to loſe 
hope of amendment, or to ſee the reformation pro- 
miſed and expected, lamenting to ſee a good bing ſo 
ill counſelled. 

Yet this time his majeſty ſent for me; * at my 
coming to, Falkland, where the court remained for the 
ſummer ſeaſon, it pleaſed his majeſty to tell me, how 
that, at his coming out of Denmark, he had promiſed 
to the queen and council - there, to place, about the 
queen's majeſty his bed- fellow, good and diſcreet com- 
pany; which he had left too long undone : that at 
length, having adviſed with himſelf, he thought me 
the fitteſt man to commit that charge to; deſiring me 
not to refuſe the juſt calling of my prince, wherein I 
might ſerve as in a lawful vocation; becauſe ſuch as 
ordinarily ſait for ſervice at court, or for any office, 
do it for their own profit; but they are more profit- 
able for princes that are ſought after, and are choſen 
for their qualities. I know, ſays he, that you would 
gladly live at home in your own houſe, with con- 
tentment of mind, which you think is not to be had 


in the troubleſome alterations in court; but you 


know that a man is not born for himſelf only, but al- 
ſo for the weal of his prince and country. And where- 
as your continual on-waiting will be chargeable and 
expenſive to you, and hinderſome to your own affairs 
at home, I ſhall ordain ſufficient for 
your preſent relief, and recompence for this and your 


former faithful 2 


1 anſwered, that, as his majeſty's moſt humble ſer⸗ 


vant and ſubject, 1 never refuſed to obey his com- 


mandment, however prejudicial to my own intereſt, 
the ſame ſhould have appeared to me, and contrary to 
my natural inclinations: that I ſhould reſolve, in that 
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CE his majeſty's defire, to ſatisfy his pple. 
IM tr pleaſed him ts tell me, that none of bis Cana 0 
_ chamber were privy. to this his deſign of giving m 
B . _ that charge, but only one man; and that the azz, 
=. not withſtanding bad got notice thereof, and ſuppoſe 


that I was to be put there, to inform her rightly « 
the eſtate of the country, and concerning her behavi 
our to his majeſty, and to every nobleman and lady 
. cotiform to their ranks. and conditions, Wan be her 
2 . 
His majeſty che munten took e openly xt 
* | to table, to ſhew unto the queen, how that ſhe and 
1 all her nation were obliged to me, for the continua 
44 - good report I had made of them, and the good-will l 
carried toward the whole nation; and alſo how ] ha | 
travelled many countries, and had ſo great experi 
ence, that both he and ſhe might learn of me ſever 
things for their advantage, and for theweal and land 
ning of their eſtate; and that the queen his moth 
a found herſelf much relieved by my converſation, : 
4 fervice of importance, as well here at home as ini) ] 
was employed by her abroad. Thus far his majeſty 
ſaid above my defervings, to recommend me to 
majeſty, to-oblige her to like me the better; notwith 
ſtanding whereof, the queen did ſhew me no great 
countenance, but took coldly: with me, when aft 
dinner it pleaſed his majeſty to preſent me unto her 
5 to be her highneſs's counſellor, — gentleman of her 
3 bo: chamber, Some days afterward her majeſty aſled me 
8 if T was ſet to be her keeper? I anſwered, that her 
majeſty was known to be deſcended of ſo noble and 
= princely parents, and fo well brought up, that ſhe 
1 needed no keeper; albeit her dignity required to be 
* : henourably ſerved with men and women, both young 
=. and old, in ſundry occupations. ' She replied, that 1 
had been ill uſed; ſhewing me, that at firſt, when ſhe 
was yet ignorant of every man's qualities, ſome indit- 
creet * — to give her a bad character 
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jaſt ract fach indiſlreet perſons and alſo td give them 
pod exemple,: how to beheve themſelves dutifully 
m reverently unto ber majeſty, to ld hem leck, 
nd that way to keep her from their raſhnef' and im- 
yrtunity. At length her majeſty eee eee 
r with my ſervice, in-which I ſpent 
„ beeping ſometimes the council - . and 9 
ine waiting upon the exchequer, when their majeſties 
ere together; but * they Were on, I waited 
y upon the queen, 
' About this 2 eines were FURY in Los 
thian, who depoſed concerning ſome deſign of the 
at! of Bothwel's againſt his majeſty's perſon ; which 
toming to the ſaid carl's ears, he entered in ward 
of Edinburgh, deſiring to be tried; 
ging that the devil, Who was a liar from the be · 
jinning, ovght not to be credited, not yet the witches 
bis ſworn ſervants; efpecially a renowned midwife 
alled Amy Simſon affirmed, that ſhe, in company 
jth nine other witches, belog convened in the night 
delide Preſtonpans, the devil their maſter being pre- 
ent, ſtanding in the midſt of them, a body of wax, 
hapen and made by the {aid Amy Smſon, wrapped 
e innen cloath, was firſt delivered to the devil; 
„ after he bad pronounced his verdict, dekvered 
1 picture to Amy Simſon, and ſhe to her next 
dacnbonr, and ſo every offe round about, ſaying, 
This is king james VI. ordered to be conſumed at 
the inſtance of a nobleman, Francis earl Bothwell.” 
ifterward again at their meeting by night in the kirk 
f ' Noarth-Rerwick, where the devil, clad in a black 
om, with a black hat 20 bis dd, preached unto 
great number of them out nne nere 
ight candles round about him. 
The effect of his language was to know'what hurt 
hey had done; how many they had gained to iheir 
pinion fince the lat meeting; what ſnecels — 
G 3 | 
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ing of the picture had, and ſuch other vai thing ha 
And becauſe an old ſilly poor man, calle bu 
Gray Meilt, chanced to ſay, that . alle: Bo 
king yet, God be thanked; the devil gave him a grei m- 
blow. Thus divers among them entered in reaſoning eff 

lin 


marvelling that all their devilry could do no harm 
the king, as it had done to divers others. The devil hi. 
anſwered, il eſt un homme de Dieu, certainly he ¶ inc 
© a man of God, and does no wrong wittingly 
but he is inclined to all godlineſs, Juſtice and virtue 
therefore God hath preſeryed him in the midſt of ma 
ny dangers. Now after that the devil. had ended hi 
admonitions, he came down out Le the pulpit, an 
cauſed all the company come kiſs his arſe: which the 
faid was cold like ice; his body hard like iron, as the 
thought who handled him; his face was terrible; hi 
noſe like the beak of an eagles great 'burning eyes 
bis hands and his legs were hoary, with claws upo 
his hands and feet like the To; i'm, pd er LY 
ow: voice, WA 
The tricks and tragedies he played en among f vil 
many men and women in this country will hardly ge cil 
credit by poſterity: the hiſtory whereof, with theiſ um 
whole depoſitions, was written by Mr. James Ca 
michael miniſter of Haddington. Among other thing 
ſome of them did ſhew, that there was a weſtland 
called Richard Graham, who had a familiar ſpirit, th 
which Richard they ſaid could both do and tell man) 
things, chiefly againſt the earl of Bothwell. Where 
upon the ſaid Richard Graham was apprehended,” and 
brought to Edinburgh; and, being examined before hi 
majeſty, I being preſent, be granted that he had a fa 
miliar ſpirit, which ſhewed him ſandry things; but he 
denied that he was a witch, or had any frequentatio 
with them. But when it was anſwered again, how tha 
Amy Simſon had declared, that he ends the earl o 
Bothwell adireſs him to ber; he granted that to bt 
une, and that the earl of Bothwell had knowlege 0 


Bothwell, who required his help to my 5 king's 
majeſty his maſter to like well of him. And to — yy 
effect he gave the ſaid earl ſome drug or herb, will. 
ing him at ſome convenient time to touch therewith 1 i. 
his majeſty's face. Which being done by the ſaill carl — 
ineffectually, he dealt again with the ſaid Richard to 
get his majeſty wrecked, as Richard alleged; who ſaid, 
he could not do ſuch things himſelf; but that a no- 
table midwife who was a witch, called Amy Simſon, 
could bring any ſuch purpoſe to paſs. Thus far the 
ſaid Richard Graham affirmed divers times before the 
council; nevertheleſs he was burnt, with the ſaid Sim- 
ſon, and many others witches. This Richard alleged, 
that it was certain what is reported of the fairies ; and 
that ſpirits my- take a _ n be G though not 
felt... SLE 

The 1 of Bothwell, as 1 ſaid, was N to 
ward within the caſtle of Edinburgh, his majeſty not 
willing to credit his deviliſh accuſers; bur the coun- 
eil thought fit, that for a while he ſhould paſs his 
time in other countries, and ſo to be ſet free upon 
ſome articles and conditions. But ſome of thoſe, who 
were appointed to deal with him, endeavoured wo 
make advantage of him to be his friends. Others, | 
who were deſirous to have the ſtate troubled, made _ 
tim falſe advertiſements, as if his life had been in - 
danger. Which cauſed him reſolve to ſave himſelf — 
vyer the caſtle-wall, and retired himſelf to Caithneſs: 
whence he was ſhortly after ſent for by ſuch as were 
malecontents, and others who were deſirous to ſiſni in | 
troubled waters, alleging they had made him eee 5 
enough in court, and that there was a fair en 
deviſed, to take the king, and kill the chancellor. 'V- -_ 
pon which information, he was eaſily perſuaded to © 
come and make himſelf head of that enterprize. =. 
e therefore, not m_ _ accompanied with _ 


Wi 


e © 
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N 1 380 ſoon as they were all 
within the cloſe. of the palace, they cried, © juſtice, 
* zuſtice; a Bothwell; a Bothwell; and had been 
maſters of the whole, were it not that James Douglat 
of Spot, after that he had taken the keys from the 
porters, entered within the porter's lodge, to relieve 
forme of his ſervants, who were kept there in priſon, 
and had been examined upon fuſpicion of the pars 
of his good-father, the old laird of Spot; awiiers 
met with ſome reſiſtance from the porters, the-noif 
whereof did riſe fooner than was the intention of th 
_enterprizers. Which alarmed his majeſty; the ch 
vellor and others, to ſhut and fortify their e 
doors, and to make reſiſtance till ſome relief came 
from the Canongate, conducted by my brother Sir An- 
drew Melyil of Garvock, maſter of his majeſty's houſ 
hold, who knew a ſecret paſſage through che abbay 
chsch, and entered by the ſame in armour. Mon 
of the earl of Bothwell and his company being ad 
tiſed, they ſtole quietly through tlie galleries unto the 
part where they entened the palace, and fled, with hout 
any great harm, as God would have ir. In his out 
going, he chanced to meet with John Shaw, maſte 

Rnbler- to his majeſty, Whom he flew,” together u A 
üs brother, being in a rage that the enterprize he 
failed. But divers of his company were apprehend 
by my ſaid brother, and an, whe were al 
ecuteil the next; day. 2 D nine ola; | 
Their manner df proceeding e: Keſt, ths taind 
Spot with a co took the keys, and made them 
_ ſelves maſters of the gutes of the palace. Another com 
pany was ditected to the chancellor, who was ſitting 
at his fapper, and my brother Sir Robert with him 
a a 
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berecf eanled the chancellor to fiee out f his hall 


ny ſaid brother got no entry, but retired: himfelf to 


tber was be in any fear for himſelf. 
The earl of Bothwell accom 


queen's chamber-door, where he ſuppoſed the king 


Harry Lindfay of Kilfauns, maſter of her houſhold. 

| the: wang time his majeſty was conveyed up to 
tower above the {aid chamber, after the door af 
er wajeſtys chamber had becy. broken with ham- 


uſed bring fire to burn it. The door of the chan- 
's chamber was manfully defended by himſelf. 
e eee eee windows con- 


gh. The chancellor took eee heard 


| ſaid ! is. 


ſupper with my lord duke of Lenox, who inconti- 


ies: We were compelled to fortify the doors and 
urs, with tables, forms and ſtools, and be ſpectators 


r reeling, their rumbling with halberts, the clack+ 


as a paſſage betwixt the chancellor's chamber and my 
id duke's by a ſtair; and during this fray, the chan- 
or came up the ſaid ſtair, and defired entry into 


N 


rc F lord duke's chamber. My lord duke, by my ad- 


o 
\ 


55 
> his chamber, and ſhut the deor after him: ſo that 
mother void bhouſe; en ben, 2 


paniod with: Mr. Nw | 
Colvil and others addreſſed themfelves - unto the 


zould be found, But the door was defended well by 


ners 3 divers parts, and that Mr, John Colvil had 


nally, and through doors ; where Robert Scot, bro- a 
to the laird of Balweary, was ſhot through the * - 


. 


7 brother's voir} and. then the Rn, _ 5 


that ſtrange hurly-burly. for the ſpace of an hour, 
tholding with. torch-light forth of the duke's gallery 


5 culverins and piſtols, the dunting of melle 
d hammers, and their crying for juſtice. Now there 
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ily took. his ſword and preſſed forth; but he had“ 
, and the place already was full af ene- 


1c 


* TAE MEN of | 
vice, deſired him to cauſe his men debate ar the 


A ceive himſelf within the chamber. Which the chani 


cloſe, he went forth to purſue the earl of Bothwel 
and his company; but the night. was dark, and the 
took them ſpeedily to their horſes, and eſcaped. | 
8 chamber, -whither the- king was for the time com 


ſpace, concerning this terrible attempt, and of his m 


by a prudent and careful government, as may be ſuf 


ſtuy before all the accidents that chanced'unto him, an 
brother Sir Robert and I had got intelligence, th 
the earl of Bothwell and his complices, againſt his mz 


made no account, though thereof advertiſed; but w: 
che next day going to hunting: which coming to 


wie were in doubt whether the eee Wi 


were divers new enterprizes made, whereof my bre 
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ther-door ſo long as they might, and offered to re 


cellor took in an evil part, and ſuſpected my lord 
duke; and ſo returned back again to his own cham 
ber, and debated the beſt he could, as ſaid is. 80 ſoo 
as my lord duke ſaw a. company of friends within th 


They being retired, we got entry to her wajeſty 
down: where his majeſty diſcourſed with me a go 


ny hard misfortunes. Where I left not to tell his ma 
jeſty ſome of the ſpecial cauſes of the ſaid. enterprize: 
and how that many of them might have been prevente 


ficiently marked and conſidered by the many admoni 
tions and former advertiſements made unto his maje 


alſo in this. For two days before this 8 
ſome ſuch deſign was ſhortly to be put in execution b 
jeſty and the guiders of court. Whereof his maje 


brother's ears, he roſe out of his bed in his ſhirt, onl 
in his night-gown; and came forth to the 60 
of the abbay, and took his majeſty's horſe by the bi 
dle, (for he was already upon horſeback) uſing man 


perfualions to have ſtayed hin him, though-all in vain: fe 


executed in the fields, or in the p 
Aſter this attempt, his majeſty went up to a to 
of Edinburgh for his greater ſecurity; where the: 


* 


ave himſelf from the firſt fury of the attempters. 


uſneſs, and partialities, who ſo ſoon as they had at - 
nined ſo weighty a charge, took only care how to 
1 ake. themſelves. ſoon rich, moſt commonly by the 
of others: ſo blindly tranſported by ambition 
l greedineſs, that they neglected both king and com- 
dawakh 7 ſatisfying the king with fair language, 

hough difpleaſing the country with foul deeds; car- 
ng only how to diſcredit and bear down ſo many ho- 
jeſt men as they knew would diſcover their miſbeha- 


Not long after this, a new enterprize was made, to 


nong themſelves. When'as the maſter of Glammis 


obe, my lord of Spiny gentleman of the-chamber, and 
ung Logie, alſo Sir John Maitland, lord Thirlſtane 
hancellor ; Sir Robert my brother ' treaſurer-depute 
ad the principal handling of the office, by deburſing 
nd receiving ; ; the provoſt of Lincludin colleQor, 
re . Seaton of Parbroth comptroller, 


as one of the privy council, and gentlenian of her 
ajeſty's chamber. My lord duke of Lenox, my lord 


durſe, to reform the abuſes at court, as Was alleged. 


| here: was no good liking between the maſter of Glam- 
is and my lord of Spiny, chiefly for the feud be- 


her Sir ce 1 kei advroneay 6 5 
nes to keep his lodging ſuch a night, ſometimes to 
be well accompanied ſuch a night, as being one who 
tad done pleaſures to many, and was not hated; nor 
vould never have been in danger, ſo that he could but E 


This hath been the hard eſtate of this good ig: 0 
xccaſioned by his laying the burden of his affairs upon 
few hated and envied for their ambition, 5 covet- 


jour, or who would oppoſe them in their pernicious | 
ſigns, which I may jultly teſtify for my part. 


nake a great alteration in court, by ſome courtiers a- 


vas treaſurer, Sir George Hume maſter of the-ward- 


ir Richard Cockburn of Clarkington ſecretary, and 1 


ume, and my lord of Mar were drawn upon this 


veen the houſes of . and Glammis. At that | 
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> THE MEMOIRS. Of 
| time toy dond Spiny was in great Been with bis m = 
jeſty, and ſometime his bedfdllow; and upon that ac 
count he was envied. And beſides the forelaid fer 
he was accuſeil to have been a dealer with the earl 
Bothwell, and upon that was for a time deeourted 
Young Logic was alſo thought to have hac much deal 
ing with the ſaid carl, and was accuſed, taken and 
warded for the fame. But he eſcaped out of a win 
dow in Dalkeith, by the help of a in ee 
72 whom in mee 
e e haneed bovitnt y lend a n 
a eee for after the late Jada py 
bay, the chancellor cauſed cloſe up the paſſage 1 
by he gave the Make to underfiand that be ſaſpedte, 
him; which was too-rafbly done by the ſaid chanc 
lor. For after that the new alteration was intended 
and called the enterpriae made at Dalkeith, my lor 
_ duke and my lord Hume riding from Dalkeith to Edir 
burgh, met the chancellor well accompanied riding t: 
court, where the faid lords made a mint to ſet upo 
him to'flay him; yet the matter was at that time ta 
ken up by Alexander Hume'of Northberwick and m 
brother Sir Robert, who were in company with t 
chancellor for the time. But ſhortly after that, « 
chanoellor left the court; retiring bimſelf to his houſe 
and in his abſence a great number of faults weve charg 
ed upon him, and among the reſt, how be had fo lor 
hindered the king's marriage, wtiereby the queen's m- 
jeſty was made his great enemy. The maſter of Gl: 
mis alſo would fain have had my brother out of 
_ . office, to bruik the whole office- of treaſurer alone 
| Therefore the laird of Carmichael, captain of tt 
guard, was ealdly perſuaded to cauſe a number of tl 
guard, who ſtood with culverines at the gates of th 
houſe of Dalkeith, to boaſt to flay my ſaid brother d 
vers times in his paſſing in and out of the ſame houſe 
| —— . AE 


ther Ne nd „ wil 
the duke was his friend; and that he hat burt few ene- 
mies: therefore hie frequented the court more fre- 
ently than formerly, but came always well accom- 
panied; for they could get nothing to lay to bis 
charge, but ſaid to his majeſty; that he was too laviſſi 
in his office to be a treaſurer, over eaſy in his conipo- 
ſtions, and over gentle to ſuch as were den | 
the horn. The queen's majeſty, according to her u- 
ſtom,  when-ever ſhe' underſtands that his 'niajelty” by 


hey to Peck far in his favour, declaring how, that at 
her firſt landing in this country, his majeſty had pre- 
ſented him to her, praiſing him as one who had been a 
true and faithful ſervant to the queen · regent his grand- 
mother, to the queen his mother, and to himfelf; wil- 
ling ber to look upon him as ſuch, and to follow bis 
advice. Alſo ma ny of the lords took my brother's 

part in fach fort a as he fill eo the court and his 

office.” | 4 0. a. 7 
When this alterat ion was ht rx was Ts ak ; 
ey: coming again to court, his majeſty told me of 
the chancellor's fearful retreat, and that he was in no 

langer 4n his company. I anfirered' again, that the 

frince's preſence ſhould be a ſafe-guard, albeit it was 
ot always ſo in Scotland. It appeared that his ma- 
jeſty was ſomewhat altered upon the chancellor, my 
brd* Spiny, and my brother. For as the maſter of 
Py would have had his office, ſo others miſliked 
m, becauſe he haunted the chancellor's'conipany, and 
Was looked upon as his great friend, Who was general- 

ly hated: fo that his * was moved to think and 


” ; Inh MEMOIRS or 


= P I being pre 
5 — on — — e tobe 


to call to calt os mol al —— 54 
ſerve never ſo well, i 2 were mil 


repreſented by ſuch as had di ear, it availed nothing. 


10 ſhis his wajeſty replied, that he knew, my brother 
t ben kan enen, but tg gentle, liberal, and eaſy in 
his comp ared that he would never 
alter upon him nor me; 0 that he continned conſtant 
againſt. Rm of thoſe. who were about: him, 
Here it may, be ſeen how, neceſſary it is, to have 
good friends about the prince, and bow hurtful and 
dangerous i it is for a courtier, when ſuch as have the 
prince's ear are his enemies. For in that caſe what- 


ſoever his good ſexvice bath been, he is in hazard of 


being couped and wrecked. 

About this time, the earl of Arran, who. had 3 
| abſent eyer lincc the Road of Stirling, came to court, 
and ſpoke with his majeſty, and. pretended to have ob- 
- tained again his office of chancellor. His majeſty had 
ſtill ſome fayour for him, and would have been con- 

ent of his company z, bug others held. bim back, and 

ſhortly after that, he was ſurprized and lain by James 
Douglas of Parkhead, in revenge of the death of the 
earl of Morton his ance. . Little lilige 
to revenge the ſame, many thinking ſtrange that he 

5 mitted: ſo long to live, in 

| gant and inflen behaviour, when be had, corel 

at his will. 

Now the e who 1 was deconrted at the ake- 


ration made in. Dalkeith, did what he could to procure. 


- his. majeſty” s favour; which at laſt he obtained, and 
was again introduced. But at firſt, the queen would 
not ſee him; yet : at length by the moyen of Sir. Robert 
Ker e han apo te hag, pa apy his brother $ danch. 
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therland ; between my lords Hamilton and Angus: for 
divers bf them made ſuits, and obtained commiſſion, 
with ample privileges over other lands, as welt as o- 
ver their own; which engendered many diſcords: 
Whereof 1 advertiſed his majeſty, that order might 
be taken therewitb. Whereupon the council being 
convened, they ordered letters to be directed in his 


prefixed days. Firſt the earls of Murray and Huntly 


by the earl of Murray. Both the parties being come 


eee 


ings, for preventing of trouble before their compear- 
When his majeſty was adviſed by the chancellot 

vitae ta do in reference to that matter, then his maje- 
ſty propoſed the ſame to the council; to wit, three 
points, either preſent agreement to be made, or ward- 

5 ing both the earls, or cantion to be taken of both; 
| then to ſend home the one, and hold the other ſtill at 
; court for a while. His majeſty, followi owing forth this 
; propoſition, declared firſt, that the parties could not 


de agreed, becauſe '6f the hot blood of the laird of 
̃ Cluny, Gordon's brother lately fla. Concerning 
; warding he . that the caſtle of Edinburgh had 
| enough of prifoners y; that the abbay was not 


x fie prifon-for noblemenr” ſo that it would be fitteſt 


to take caution of them both, and to hold them ſun- 


| dry, to ſend home the one, and retain the other at 
| court for a ſeaſon. The chancellor was of that opi- 
nion, and ſundry others who uſed to depend upon 
WH fock who had the chief handling. Then his majeſty 
commanded me to teil my opinion; which was dif- 


ferent from this. W 


and Murray; berwern the earls of Culthneſs and su- 


majeſty's name, charging them all to deſiſt from ho- 
flility; and to compear before the privy council at 


compeared, there being a gentleman of the name of 
Gordon killed with a ſhot out of the houſe of Tarnua, 


ſtrong to court, were commanded to keep their lodg- 
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ſeeing, he was came  preat. a journey with his 7 
and whole houſhold, to remain all winter, at Edin- 
burgh. At this the chancellor took me up tauntingly, 
ſaying, that-the earl of Huntly would tarry at court all 
that day till to-morrow, and would part no ſooner; 


for he had promiſed. to the ſaid earl that advantage 


over his enemy, albeit I knew the earl's intention 
was to tarry all winter at court. The juſtice · elerł 
was of my judgment; but ſaid, that it appeared his 
wajeſty with the chancellor had already concluded to 
ſend Huntly home, and keep the other at court. 80 
ſoon as Huntly went home wanting his competitor, he 


triumphed and took ſandry advantages upon the earl 


of Murray's land, giving the earl juſt occaſion of com- 
plaint: and getting no redreſs, he retired himſelf from 


the court, and became ſo malecontent, that he took 


plain part with the earl enen n wes thll 


upon his enterprizes. 9536 
The earl of Huntly being Ad ber his abies 


ſary was an ont-law with the earl of Bothwell, he re- 
turned again to court, to get ſome advantage upon 
him. But in the mean time, the lord Ochiltree en- 
deavoured to agree them by conſent of. his majeſty. 
He drew the earł of Murray to Donnibriſle to be near 
hand, that conditions and articles might be added and 


| pared at the pleaſure of their friends. The earl of 


Huntly being alſo made privy to his coming to Don- 


nibriſle, obtained incontinently a commiſſion (appear - 


ing therein to do his majeſty aceeptable ſervice) to pur - 
ſue by fire and ſword the carl of Bothwell, and all his 
Little knew his majeſty that, under this ge- 
neral, be u. minded to aſſail the earl of Murray at 
his own houſe; to kill him, as he did to the regret of 


many. - But the lord Ochiltree took ſuch. a. deſpite, 


that his friend was ſo flain' under communing, as he 


— 
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du wen dhe earl of Huntly, for his. nj. 
5 (re, and in oelienc 19 bis command, would not 
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nd 6 aa nts een 
xl, encouraging the ſaid earl to aſſail this' 
vithin his palace of Falkland, Lai n 
mikiar enough with his majeſty upon the faid; con - 
piracy with him, whoſe counſel his majeſty followed 
moſt. So that they drew him into a net to abide ſtill 


ents that had been made unto him; Such hath been 
bis majeſty's hard fortune in many ſuch ſtraits. 
The few number who were faithful to, and: (careful 
of his majeſty, counſelled him after the firſt advertiſe- 
nent, to paſs to Coupar, and convene, with all poſſi- 
ble diligence, the barons of Fife for his defence. But 
ach as ſought his wreck, perſuaded him to tarry and 
delay, alleging that they had ſure advertiſement; that 
the earl of Lothian would not come out of + Lothian 
il ſuch a day; which would have been two days 
longer, and bebind the day which he kept; for he 
ame to Falk land two days ſooner. This advice was 
given, that his majeſty might be ſurprized before he 
ould either enter within the tower of Falkland, or be 
e any forces to deſend him. And beranſe 
knew, my brother and me to be careful for him, 
| hey adviſed "his: majeſty to ſend us home to our houſ- 
that ſame night that we underſtood the earl ß 
pottewel would be there, and had ſo told his majeſty;: 
but he belieyed his abuſers better. We gave his majeſty - 
counſel to ride quietiy to Bambrich, that there he might | 
hen he pleaſed, take a boat and go over to Angus, 
here he would have leiſure to eonvene the touns of 
Perth and Dundee, and the country thereabouts. But 
this advice was alſo dene thoſe who -were: 
. eee (nate „ STE ie ee 
; we being * by bis 8 to ride 
home; and to warn the country in cafe he were beſieg-" 
ed within the tower, we obeyed. My brother that 
— 
H h 3 


in Falkland, notwithſtanding the many ſure ad vertiſe - 


"a £ 1 . ] 0 ot? 6 Blodvll's' company, 5 A . ; 3 8 

Brise, and would bein Falkland. againſt ſupper- tim 

_ - Upon which advertiſement be ſent his gentleman, e 
E> ed Robert Auchinleck, to acquaint his majeſty ti 

* 5 1 him e er within the ow 

1 | "thr ante his majeſty, they all laughed him 10 xc 

=» _ ealling him a fool. The ſaid Robert n 

_ content to be fo mocked, ce et e eee 

* his company upon the height of the. Lomonds, Wwhet 

it was already dark night, and returned incontinent] 

as if he 3 He -uſec 

great diligenee to be firſt at his majeſty. Entering 

within the palace of Falkland, he cloſed the gates him 

ſelf, and cried continually to cauſe his majeſty ente 

within the tower; who at N nnn anc 

_ mocked him no more. 

The bet Bothwell: u his coming: "bad F to 

drealc up gates and doors. It was not without grounc 

ö "hae ſhite — who ſhot out of the tower 

for his majeſty's defence, charged their culverins:\ 

paper. But ſome of his majeſty's houſhold-officer 

— | ſhor out bullets; which. gave the earl and 1 
* ai gteat ſcar; as alfo:the king's being within the tc 

* before he was ſurpriaed. And ſuppoſing that the coun 

try would gather togethery. the {aid feel and his ec don 

pany: retired and fled, none purſuing them: : 

_ a; ſew might eaſily have overtaken, 3 

them. That ſame. r 

bed, expecting word from Falkland, where there was 

ane left to be ready for: that effect. At whoſe back: 

coming, Ar I ee ee ee Hp ee, PE 

to convene the country abaut Coupar, to have n 

bis majeſty. But the king immediately — ds 

vertiſement, that the earl was fled; yet he deſired me 

theſe forward whom: he knew I would con- 

vens for ſs; adage ſin: Hot 
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aj, ae Ae ns e fore. 
About this time came to ait aten _ 
dentate Hom: Ireland, callec 
offers of 'conſequence to his majeſty, | | the 
queen of England was eee and 
deſired to require the ſaid gentleman to be delivered to 
her: which the molt part of the council counſelled his 
majeſty to do. But the juſtige-clerk, my brother, and 
I were of a contrary opinion. Which deed did great 
harm to the ſettlement of his majeſty's affairs in Eng- _. 
land and Ireland. This I ſpeak. with great regret, be- 
cauſe it was ſo far againſt his majeſty's own mind; . + 
and yet he ſuffered it to be done, beeauſe the chief = 
ring-leaders adviſed it, who have horn ark wo, 0 
the devotion of England. | 
Now the prince being born. at Stizling ths. . 110 ey | -- 
of June, in ihe year bis majeſty 8 fit to ' 
ſend: ambaſſadors to England, Denmark, France: and _ 
Flanders, to require their ambaſſadors to be ſent to | 9 
the baptiſm of the his firſt- born ſon. The counr 2 
cl were commanded to nominate ſuch as were meeteſt 1 
„te ſine op tar meſſage; as they did. . - 
— that commiſſion who were very unmeet for. that ._ 
errand; as, Sir William Keith for he could neither ; 
. Latin, French nor Flemmings. The laird of 
Taſter-Weems procured to carry the commiſſion to 
France, and alſo to England, becauſe he was to. go 3 
thither about his own affairs, being the king of France's = 
rant. But Mr, Peter Young fyed beſt, who was | 


ad Beate 3 for he goe thee N But the 
of France nor the queen of England gave no- 


n. which they would have Veen engaged to do, if 1 
ghaſſadors had been ſent to them expreſs. Neither 0 
t the king any ambaſſadors here at that time, The 
een of England was once reſolved to have done the 
am — — own ambaſſador in 


* 7 34 
; . ; * 
IN 5 * 


2 4 * +, 
4 47 = 
. nr * 
BL ING 2 ey e 4 "Re \ 
5 [2 +.H 3 * * | : 
LID — SS * TY; * % a n 5 1 | 
ns 2, 9 * r 3 N A 9 Wy "oy 
< > BY £ 2 9 S r K * ; "ey 
- = ,_— "x8 YR "ET 13 4 2 4 * * 
* * * 5 N 4 wo 1 — ad a dd 

4 f : { 3 : r © 9 1 9 
8 * * * o — Þ tet 8 IE aus 7 2 X > 

q * 4 4 22 1 4 © * au 4 * * * A. oy 

©* is * 2 2 Ss Se * * — * 8 
5 : bo AR FY N "OW 
8 * 4 Mo * 
5 ad N 
vl WT 
* # 
5 
4 . 


28 THE MEMOTRS OF 


France, that k th king was reſolved to rene Then 
very late ſheiſent the earl of Suffex,. to let us ſee that 
Z ' ſhe: would ever bela ready friend, when France would 
' © refuſe and ly back. On the biber part, the dukes © 
8 | Meckleburgh and Brunſwick were diſcontent thar they 

were ſo far ſſighted; as not each of them to be thought 

worthy of an expreſs. A fpecial day was appointed 
for ſolemnizing the ſaid baptiſm. The ambaſſadors 
of Denmark and Dutchland arrived almoſt together. 
1 His majeſty had ſent for me to be there at their oo 
1 ing, to receive them and to entertain them. But th 
5 | ambaſſadors of Meckleburgh and Brunſwick would not 
ride out of Leith in company with the Daniſh ambaſ 
ſador, when they were wrden my 10 ene 
dut deſired a convoy apart. 

A few days after them ved the ambaſſadors of 
the eſtates of the Low Countries; to wit, Monſieur de 
Broderode and Monſieur Fulke great treaſurer of Hol 
land and Zeland, who landed at Newhaven: where! 

was well accompanied to receive them, having horſe 
and footmantles in readineſs to 8 4 oy he pk Edin 
burgb to their lodgings. 
. 5 A tile before the landing of the Laid ambellidors 
= | the day of the baptiſm was delayed, becauſe there wa: 
. | neither word of an ambaſſador from France or Eng 
land, and the king's chapel in the caſtle of Stirling 
which was caſt down to be built again in a better form 
was not yet completed: ſo that the ambaſſadors were 
ordered to remain in Edinburgh till all might be pu 
in good order. Therefore his majeſty appointed the 
maſter of his houſhold, and my lord Tungland m 
It | ORs together with me, to entertain themapon hi 
=F | „and alſo to bear them company. After tha 
FO | — bad tarried longer in Edinburgh, (there being nc 
| appearance of any ambaſſadors from France or Eng 
land) we were commanded with ſome others of th 
council to convoy them to Stirling; where his maje 
3 . 
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- inburgh. Bat af aleged, dork: had, as content- | 
ent in our company. Which his majeſty forgot not 
| declare before the whole. council, giving me thanks, 
leging . that, I had done him good offices, and this 
nong the reſt, which he would never forget; and that 
had three other of my brothers, all fit for ſuch mat- 
rs, and for foreign affairs. 
Now being in doubt of the Engliſh 1 the 
remony. was to be ſolemnized without longer delay. 
the mean time, there came word, that the earl of 
ſex was upon his journey toward Scotland, for: Ye : 
een hi miſtreſs, on whom the action 3 
y of the ſolemnity, there was great buſineſs for their 
nqurs and ſeats. That being agreed, there was an 
pty chair ſet before the reſt for the king of France's 
baſſador./ The order of the banquet and ien 
rave to others to ſet out. 
When, the ambaſſadors had pine of the queen 8 
jeſty, I was appointed to ſtand a little behind, and 
xt unto her majeſty. To the Engliſh, Daniſh and 
tch: ambaſſadors, her majeſty made. anſwer herſelf. 
t though ſhe could ſpeak ſeemingly French, yet ſhe 
nded in my ear, to declare her anſwer to the am- 
ſador of the ſtates of Holland. Then every one of 
m, by order, gave their preſents. The jewels of 
ious ſtones the queen received in her own hand, | 
| then delivered them unto me, to put them again 
their caſes, and lay them upon a table which was 
pared · in the mids of the chamber to ſet them upon 
queen of England's had a great ſhew, being a fair 
board of filver overguilt, cunningly wrought, and 
e cups of maſſy gold. The ambaſſador of the 
'$ preſented a ——_ box, wherein was written in 
hment in letters of gold, a gift of a yearly pen- 
lon to the prince of five thouſand „ Dy year,” 
great cups of maſly gold, two eſpecially, which 
ſa weighty, that it was-all that I could lift them, 
ſet them down upon the ſaid table. I leave it to 
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others is det down moth: But 1 & 
theſe which were of gold 


Dei thoſe who adviſed 15 break tent" wool hiv 
wanted their part- 


in Denmark to be fulfilled; alleging that'the chance 
abbay of Dunfermling fraudfully, and had takten in f 
end two ambaſſadors were ſent from Denmafk; 


| — As they were well inſtrocted, ſo they haf 


marriage. Divefs others, who had portions of the 
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eh Hold have been kep 
in ſtore to poſterity, were ſoon melted and diſpoſed 
but if they had been preſerved, as they dught to hay 


All theſe ues beisz Üiſpatebed and vel re 
warded, thoſe of Denmark were adviſed, by John Line 
ſay of Monmuir, to cauſe with all diligence ſend ne 
ambaſſadors, to require the contract of marriage mad 
lor; who had made it, bad left dut the fene of t 
to hitnſelf all the lordſhip of Muſſelburgi. For ” 
whom I was appointed-to attend, to ſee them Wat 6 & 


a meet time; for the cha eello#44d f. 


the ite decourted, and my brother was dmtiaſſad f 5a 
for his majeſty in England. S0 the chancellor w. ber 
cauſed to rendiitice his part. And becauſe my broth}. 
Sir Rohert was abſent, young Sir Robert his ſon, ar 5 


I, obliged us that his part, which was thirteeh chalde 


of victual, ſhould be ao ren at his return”? 
which was accordingly dene. His majeſty promiſ ja 
to him as mich heritage in afiöther patr, in reſpe va 
that his gift was obtained long before the contra i" 


lands, were likewiſe compelled to tehounce, eitl 
voluntarily, or by a new . ws for that effec. 
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(8B or of Danfroting is kent 7 the Hg s low to meet 
the earl 2 Le 


— 


imiral i of France his 3 conſpired b captain ye | | 7 
But being away is killed indy ca are ihid, A "NY 
ly (lord) 17 to the earl of Mariſchal, nominated by the 
king's gu council to go ambaſſador to Denmark with the author 
eat about the” king's marriage, 324- Comes to court, but 
finds the council not ſo earneſt as his majeſty, ibid. pu | 
home, excuſing himſelf as fickly and aged, 1619. 
imbaſſadors ſent from Denmark, three joined together in come 
miſſion to king James, arrive in Scotland, 297. Their co 
miſſion, and demands; ill uſage, and de ays; vifited by | , 
otton, who was very kind to them, 297, 298. Upon bie 1 — 
wia de they inform his | 7418 eſty of N upon their 8 — 
maſter by his fubjecte, and of their rudeneſs, 299. The am- 9 
baffadors flight "the earl of Arran, having known him in Swe- „ 
oy but a private ſoldier, ibid, Are banqueted in his majeſty's 
name, 304. Take leave of his majeſty, 3056. Part well fatis- 
fied, after they Had received their preſents on ſhip-board from 
the bands of the author Sir James Melvil, promiſing to be 
inſtruments of amity. 306. | 
F 58 adors arrive in Scotland from feveral parts upon the birth 
4 W Henry, 368. Their ſeveral rich preſents to the 
* Sri time, 369. Are all diſpatched, and well re- 


11 5 
\ exander the oyernor of king James, during hi = 
age i 33. His A 234. Maſter of. Mat. £ ag | by 4 | 
lrran (earl.) See James Stuart. | . , 
thole. (earl) = de apy 69 8 a Kath 3000 1 15 mo | 
to tak Fe Ne 2h 
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at L. inlit "5%" 55 pe | 
lubigny, . DS from Franee, 237 „ Net t e _ fa 3 
voyrite, ibid, is made lord Da ch, and after d. | 5 
nox, 2 „A ſhort character of 727d. Led by evil, 955 5 
ſel to qa whey 8 Wa 35 $i erſtanding that Bis maje - | I 
fly. was in th ands Der lords, her retires. to Dynbar- 
ton, 246. 'A ang to Baer 247 And 
e fte 1 
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B i: 
. BAL F OUR (Sir James). captoin of Edinburgh TY 158! 
_  . Delivers the caſtle of Edinburgh to the laird' of Grange, 173. 4 
Is taken: out of his on houſe, and committed by the regent” 
order, or 1. Wins the regent's familiars with gold, 194. | 
Balnaves (Henry) one of the gentlemen that advanced the, lord ; 
_ . Hamilton to the government of the country, 32. 8 7 
Y Barnbarrow (laird of) ſent ambaſſador to Denmark upon the au- | 
__ thor's refuſal, 322. Returns with his fellow-commiſſioner, | 
E - - * _ _ their power being inſufficient, having no commiſſion to con- 
wo EE So © clude, ibid. > 
. Baſſington, a learned Seotfman and t aveller; h is fory « concern» . 
| ing the affairs of England and Scotland, 177. 5 f 
Baſtien, a Frenchman, at the banquet after the baptiſm of king . 
James, deviſed a machine that gave great diſtaſte and difturb- 
ance, 150. _ 
oy (David) cardinal makes king James V's will when dy- 
= ing, which he dictated, which was therefore annulled, 30. Is 
Fr | -Cain in his caftle at St, Andrew s by the Lomplotting of Sir | 
. © George Douglas, etc. 31. 
+ 24 Bedford (earl of) one of queen Mary” s ſureſt Hiends'i in England, 
. 149. Arrives in Scotland with ſeveral other perſons of quali- | 
5 8 95 149, 150. Departs, and they are all rewarded, 151. De- 9 
tres the author to beſecch the queen to entertain the Eing a8 
. bormerly, and not to flight him, bid. 3 
Bettancourt, maſter of the houſhold to the .. of Scot- | 
= "TN land, brings inſtructions to deſtroy heretics pic the : 
—_ 2: obſerves being menaced, 62. B. 
Biiſhop of St. Andrews Sefigned ambaſſador for England, 277, 
Bs Diſdained and diſhonoured in England, 278, The reaſon, ibid. 
3 6 Is nominated to be ſent to Denmar : 322. OS. 
—_-: *-:. Biſhop (Thomas) a Scotſman, ſends a letter from England, to 
<6 X | e author, about the report of the queen's marriage ith her Br 


AJ 7 Huſband's murderer,. together with his character, diſſuading 

- ber from it, 154. Which he ſhewed the queen, and was for- 

1 | 5 ced to flee for it, 155 Jo OF [ 3 1982 SS | — 
ga Fo 


Bothwell bre Biſhop of Orkney, z64. 
3 . * burn] {earl of)'is ſent by the queen to FE the Bi 
borders of thieves, upon the departure of thoſe that attended i 
Np . the, prince's baptiſm, 151. He and the ear! of Huntly at- 
the ſlau 8 of the earl of Murray, but were prevented, 
7 hid is ſuſpected of ſome enterprize againſt the king. 152. C 
5 The earl of Orkney tells the King it would coft him his life | 
| If he ſtayed at Edinburgh, ibid. Lays a train of powder, and 
. blows up the king's lodgings, 555id. Upon a rumour. of his 
. murdering the king he calls an aſſize of erde, 5 and is Futte, C: 
153. He with a great company ſeizeth the queen, 1 55. 
Bene number of noblemen meet at Edinburgh, and declare it to be 
We the queen's intereſt to marry bim; which he did, haying at C 
: ES: that time © the lord Huntly's Gſter to wife, 156. Intends to 


= 


21 N Ligingi6h-Inthe queen” — Which had”) 
been effected, had not the queen interpoſed, ibid. Being mar- 

k ried he way very earneſt to:get the young prince into his hands, 
58, 157. Flies from Edinburgh, and takes the queen with him 
73. Where ever he goes, 159, Convenes a great number of his 
. friends againſt the lords, reſolving to fight them, 160. Chal- 
m | lengeth to fight any one that would maintain he murdered the 
* king; but refuſeth the lairds of Grange and Tullibardine, be- 
m © ſank uſe but barons, 141. Then the lord Lindſay offered the com- 
er t; but he coldly declined it, ibid. Flies to the caſtle of Dun- 
is bar, and from thence to Shetland, 163. Is purſued by tW¹Üũ0Q 
2 ſhips of the lajrd of Grange s, 164. He ſaves himſelf in a lit- 
5 tle boat, ibid. Flies to Denmark, is kept there cloſe priſoner, 
. and dies mad and miſerable, ibid. 

5 Bothwell [Stuart] (earl of) and others endeavour to take the 

85 king and keep him, 320. But fail in their enterprize, a 
Labour with the king to ſend Sir John Seaton to Spain, ibid. 

. Accuſed of a deſign againſt his majeſty, and wards himſelf in 

* the caſtle of Edinburgh, 353. Deſiring to be tried for the ſame, 

ibid. Eſcapes over the caſtle-wall, and retires to Caithneſs, - 

3 5. Is ſent for by ſome malleconterits; who deſigned to take 

d e king and kill the chancellor, ibid. With whom he joined 

b — headed them, ibid. He with others enter the king's pa · 

Jace · by night, 356. Their proceedings therein, ibid. Steals a- 

Wax quietly; but kills John Shaw. mafter ſtabler to his ma- 
jeſty, and his brother, ibid. He and his party made a ſecond 

3 attempt on his majeſty in Falkland, 3 55, 356. But finding 

- reſiſtance, he and his company fled, 2.35 1 of 

Bowes (Mr.) ambaſſador reſident at E inburgh from queen Eli- - 

7, zabeth, 26 3. Attends upon Walſingham when he firſt received 


id, audience, 273. A long time refident in Scotland, 278. In- 
forms the Engliſh of the biſhop of St. Andrew's qualities, 
to ' when he was ſent amba ſſador to queen Elizabeth, ibdt 
er Broderode (Monſieur) añd Monfieur Fulke ſent- ambaſſadors to 
ng Scotland from the ſtates of Holland, and arrive ahene on the 
r- birth of the prince, 3886 5 


Buchanan maſter to king James, 234. His character, ibid, 
| Buceleuch (laird of) wiſe, dg —_— and Ing wr 


Burleigh (lord.) See Seel. 
te n TOE 
d, þ 4:44 „ Mb cc | 


N 4 EA rs promiſes to be reflored to England after the boſs of 

fe St. Quiatin's, 58. | 

Ne Con n, {laird of) the earl” of Arr:n's uncle, is ſent by bis 

a | ajeſty to repfove the earl, 386. | 

d, Cafe (cardinal } ſent legate to France from the pope, <2. The 

e ground of his embaſſy, ibid. Is ſtrangled by pope Pius IV. 54. 

l and why, ibid. 

Ne Cardinus, an Italian magician, cures the biſhop of St. Andrew's 
e 44. 15 3 | 


| 8 Steiner of deadebes e dhe on 
of thoſe tricks the Devil play ed in Scotland; 364. bee 


whole depoſitions ry witneſs vpon the aceount/of the earl 


of Bothwéll, ibid. TW 

Carmichael (laird of) ee to the 73 le 3 of 
Morton the . regent of Scotland, 233. Follows the author's 
counſel, and becomes a great courtier, ibid. But proves after- 
wards ungrateful to the author who promoted him, ibid. Cap- 


taia of the guards to king James, * nne ou he would 


Kill Sir Robert Melvil, :6:d. 
Cary (Mr.) queen Elizabeth's couſin, 262. 8 


* 


Caſi mire (duke) ſecond ſon to the elector . is vgs yr | 


contracting a marriage with the duke of Lorrain's eldeſt ſiſter, 
74. But proved ineffectual, ibid. The reaſon thereof, ibid, 
Finding no probability of a match with queen Elizabeth, he 
marries the elector of Saxony*s eldeſt daughter, 87. 
Cavatius, the Jearned mathematical tutor of the biſhop of Vs 


lenee, is impriſoned by the French king, 4%, The reaſon why, | 
43- 
Cecil (ſecretary) promiſeck rewnrds to Ruxby by letter; but it 


was diſcovered to queen Mary, 136, 137. Pretends to be her 
friend, is the firſt perſon that whiſpered to queen Elizabeth 
the news of the birth of the prince, 138. Informs her that 
the duke of Norfolk was come to court, and that ſhe ſhould 


ſeize him; which was done accordingly, 190. Created after- | 


ward lord Borleigh; and cauſeth Daviſon to be ſent agent in- 
to Scotland, 289: ls diſcontented that Walſingham was too 

preciſe, and would not confer with the earl of Arran, 290. 
Charles IX. of France ſucceeds Francis II. 70 


Chaſt lherault (duke of) is impriſoned in Edinburgh caſtle, 193. 


Set at Wee through the mediation * the laird of Oranke, 


| Clergy « of Scotland ole their utmoſt 3 to prevent the 
interview of Henry VIII. and his meer hy e ani of 
Scotland, 22, 23. 

Clarke (Alexander) provoſt of Edinburgh, 240. e 35. ly 

C:ckburn (Sir Richard) ſecretary to king James, 3 


Cotvil (Joha) and colonel Stuart are ſent to the 4 at St. 5 
Ardicw's and return, 247. Diſagree in their commiſſian, 


ibid, Colvil and others impriſoned, 255, 256. 


Cena of France entertains the author with defizn to pro- | 


mote him, 45. Is ſent with 16000 men to keep the Spaniards 


from, entering upon the frontiers of France, 54. His diſcourſe - 


and paſſion with an enthuſiaſt who foretold; his, misfortune, 


5. His noble and reſolute anſwer to the maſter. of his horſe, - 


who adviſed him to fly, 57. He being overthrown 2 party 


of Spaniards, and his men all ſlain, deſired. to be killed; but 


was ſhot in the thigh, and 4 priſoner, ibid. Is command - 
ed by Francis If king of France to retire, 68. Vet till 1 


to retain the zuthor in his ſervice; which he accepts, ibid. 


Is ſent for to coutt, but delays coming; and in the mean time 


the French king dies, and then hg poſts to court like the con- 


* 


2 1 . *. 


N fable. of . all the guards, 70. The 
ry of Guoiſe FR the car comma of Lorrain his TX are — : 
i WU rmanded gut. of town, W the l is n received by 
| 0 N N fly's affa 
nvention is appointe 1. or is maje 2 irs after 
2 3 * from? Denmark, 33 5. Por fi Ka the nobility. ap- 
1 es being lighted at the queen 5 coronation, as they 
4 pet zi Reformation is defigned by this, convention, 
F but nothing pert formed, i bid. 125 
Cowdenknows (laird of) captain of the "caſtle of "Edinburgh, de- 
. fires a commiſſion to go "ambaſſador for England but! is de · 


he nied 318. Fo | 
y Council e of England "conclude © to, fake away the "lis" of Mary 
q queen. of Scotland, priſoner i in Zogh nd, 314. F alſly alleging 


that ſhe practiſed againſt the flate,.. ibid. Think fit to ſecure 
his majeſty, in Scotland in the | ids of the baniſhed lords, that 
ſo they might ſeek his life, or keep him a. perpetual priſoner z 
_ but. herein prove defeated, ibid. Fall down upon their knees 
with many of the nobility, alleging that her life, as well as 
S their lives and fortunes, was in hazard, by "reaſon of the pra- 
| _ ice of queen Mary, 315. Receive the ſummons from ſe- 
eretary Daviſon, and give her nt to prepare for death 
the night before, ibid. 
Council convened about the diffention of ſeveral lords, 363. Ts 
Crawford. (captain) accuſeth ſecretary Lidington of the murder 
of the late king of Scots, 190. He being at that time ſervant 
to the earl of Lenox, alleging bis commiſſion for ſo doing 
from the ſaid earl his maſter, 208. 
Oe, (lors) is committed to the cuſtody of the lord Hamil- 
Croc (Monſieur le) is bent ambaſſador from the French king to 
Scotland, with a letter about the foulneſs of the murder of the 
| king, 159. "Receives an anſwer from the lords, with a reſo · 
. lution to uſe all diligence to detect the murderers, 166. 
| Cuningham (captain James) a diſcreet man, nat to o the lord 
of Mus. {hes regent of Scotland, 21 e eee 
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D ARNL v. fon to the earl of Lad? I . beard, 


lady-faced man, 101. Procures a licence from the queen of 
England to go to Scotland, 100. His intention therein, ibid. 
Propoſeth a marriage to queen Mary; - . which ſhe ſeems to diſ · 
"reliſh, 115. And refuſeth a ring he preſented to her, ibid. 

Becomes acquainted with Riccio, who was his great friend to 
the queen of Scots, ibid Finds the queen cold in her favours, 
after her confinement upon the murder of Riccio, 133. Fel- 
\ lows the queen (though lighted) whitherſoever ſhe went, 
_ 152. Goes to Glaſgow, falls fick, being ſuſpected to have 
poiſon given him by a ſervant of his own, ibid. Is brought _ 
from thence to Edinburgh to recover his health, ibid, 1 

and bow, 1 155. 


112 


- 8 7 FB 5 

Daviſon, is ſent Atene into eden "oh: afterwards. made ſe- 
5 cretary to queen Elizabeth, 289. Profeſſetli himſelf a Scot, 
2090. Remains at Cowpar tilt he bad audience, which he had 

at Falkland, ibid. But proves deceitful,” 151d. Returns to 
We England, ibid. Receives the written ſummons for the execu - 
tion of queen Maty, with a ſtrict charge not to 2 it 
* without queen Elizabeth's expreſs command, 315. Bot be- 


ing deceived by the council of England, delivers it, ibid. For 
which he is committed to the tower, by queen Elizabeth, for | 


_ 'diſobeying her orders upon that account, 320. 

Dingwall (lord) is ſent to king James for a licence to return, or 
a commiſſion to conclude the match with Denmark, 327, 
Finds his majeſty at Aberdeen, the chancellor and moſt part 
of the council being abſent, bid. So that he obtained a full 
power to conclude the ſaid match, M 


9 Oſel (Monſieur) Lieutenant i in Scotland for the French king, | 


6. A paſſionate man, 63. 
De (Archibald is cleanſed of the late king 8 0 in 
Scotland, 318. Frequents che court familiarly, 15d. Re- 
turns to England to remain ambaſſador there, 319. Hath great 
reputation with Mary queen of Scotland, yet injureth her 
cauſe in England, and is diſcharged of his embaſſy upon the 
arrival of Sir Robert Melvil in England, ibi. 
Douglas (George) the natural ſon of the lord Angus, enters the 


king's cloſet with the lord Ruthven, the queen being preſent, 


© and Ts the king's dagger ſtruck Riccio, 57 130. And 
afterwards drew him into the outer hall, and killed him 130. 
82 the queen to Lochlevin as a captive to the king's 
10 5 Tt, -  Hath the Houſe of the caſtle delivered. to him, 
227. 


Douglas {Sir George) defires to have the commiſſion for ambaſ- 
ſacdor to Spain, but is denied, 320. 

 Dovglas'{ James) the natural ſon of the earl of Morton, 2 28. 

| Douglas (James) laird of Parkhead, kills the earl of Arran, in 

revenge of the earl of Morton his uncle's death, 362. 

Drake (Sir Francis) by a ſtratagein of a ſhip full of powder with 

a burning link, fires the Spaniſh navy, and diſcomfits them, 
321. : 

Drumwhaſel (laird) maſter of Wag James - his. houſhold hen 
voung, 234. Draws the earls of Argyle and Athole to Stirling, 
236. Is diſcharged out of court, 237. Aſſures the earl of 
- Gowrie that the duke of Lenox defigned to kill him, 245. 
 Thovgh it proved falſe, 248, Is impriſoned, by the . 
ment of the earl of Arran and his lady, 256. 


Dubartas (Monſieur) famous for his French poeſy, arrives at 


« Scotland, 322. Propoſes a marriage with the king of Scots 
and the princeſs of Navarre, ibid. Reſides at Falk and with 
the king, 323. 
Dundee (conftable of) js ſent one of the ambaſſadors to Denmark 
* about the king's marriage, 327. 
W rd Robert) afrerward made ear! of Leiceſter, is pro- 
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poſed by Mr. Randolph as a fit match for Matyueen'of 
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EAST ER-WEEMs (laird of) goes with a commiſſion to Eng- 
land, and France, 367. Is a ſervant to the French king, ibid. 
Elizabeth queen of England ſends inſtructions to Mr. Randolph, 
her ambaſſador in Scotland, to propoſe the lord Robert Dud- 
ley as a fit match for Mary queen of Scotland, 88. Iiſreliſh. 
eth the propoſal of a match between queen Mary and Charles 
the archduke of Auſtria, go. Which appears by her ſending 
the earl of Suſſex to the emperor's court to draw on the mar- 
riage of the archduke with herſelf, ibid This occaſioned 
grudgings between the two queens of Scotland and England, 
91. She deſigns lord Darniy tor queen Mary's huſband, ibid. 
Creates the lord Robert Dudley earl of Leicefter, and baron 
of Denbigh, 100. Is diſtempered with a fever, infomuch that 
her life was queſtioned, 134. Diſturbed at the birth of the 
prince, queen Mary's fon, 138. Yet promiſeth to be goſtip 
to him by proxy of lords and ladies, 139. Upon her fair pro- 
miſes queen Mary flees to England, but ſhe would not ſee her, 
though the often deſired it, 177, Cauſeth her to be kept pri- 
ſoner till the loſt her life, after a tedious confinement, ibid. 
Is reproached by the ambaſſadors of foreign princes, for her 
unprincely dealing with queen Mary, 179. Having obtained 
| her deſires upon the accuſation of queen Mary, received great 
content, having now matter ſufficient to ſnew foreign ambaſ- 
| fadors why ſhe detained the queen, 186. Is glad of the queen's 
diſhonour, yet ſends privately to comfort her upon her falſe 
accuſation, ibid. Her anſwer. to the abbot of Dumfermling 
upon his propoſition, 202, 203. Sends her ambaſſador to the 
king of Scots, when-confined;:offering him her afſiſtance, 246, 
Sends a ſharp letter to king James, 259. The contents there- 
of, 259,-- 261, Receives intelligence of a magnificent embaſſy 
from Denmark to Scotland, by three ambaſſadors with a 
ſplendid train, 297. Upon which ſhe ſends Mr. Wotton to 
Scotland to diſturb the affairs of that kingdom, ibid. Is in- 
treated by the council and nobility to take away the life of 
queen Mary, 315, Which at firſt ſhe refuſeth, but after wards 
condeſcends to, ibid. Purgeth herſelf of the death of queen 
. Mary, as being deceived by her council and Mr. ſecretary Da- 
viſon, 320. Is ſent to for conſent' to the marriage of king 
James with the daughter of the king of Denmark; 326. And 
returns her anſwer, ſaying, ſhe would employ her credit with 
the king and princeſs of Navarre, to bring his marriage with 
that princeſs to paſs, 327. Sends the earl of Suſſex ambaſſador 
to Scotland, and upon what account, 39. 
Elphinſtone (Nicholas) adviſeth the regent Morton that he was 
in disfavour with the king, and ought by gold to purchaſe 
friends, 235, = . 58 
SD Ii 3 | 


::Ewenyel Duke ef Savoy leads the: 
rTance, I& +> ©. KEE: a 
Emperor (Charles V.) of Germany tetlevn to a "monaſtr 
monks in Spain, 51. Endeavours to get his ſon Philip electe 
© Emperor, but is denied, 7bid* Gives him all the dominions 
| had, in Spain, Italy, and the Lom Countries, 52. . Labout 
for a treaty with France, for five years, which was agreed an 
Iworn.to, dat broken by the pope's perſuaſion, ibid- 
Enis, the, Dutch Word, ad mits of two divers interpretation 
A hich was AE by the r ete. 40. 
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. E. R DI N A RD King of en bother to the empero 
Charles V. and archduke of Auſtria, elected emperor by thi 
rinees, 81. 
Bae (laird of) warden of the borders on: the Scots fide 
_ - marries to the earl. of Arran's, brother's daughter, 304. 
Foſter (Sir John). Warden,, a- ſtrange. trick of his ſteed,. that 
mounted and hurt Mary 3 of Scots, when diſcourkng 
with him, 152. 5 
Francis II. Faphin of France, married to ph! ey M: * of Scot 
EE: land 33. Succeeds his father Henry H: 68. Is wholly guided 
. | by the duke of Guiſe and cardinal. of Lorrain, ibid. Raiſeth 
men to ſend into Scotland,.69: Dies at Orleans in France, 70, 
Frederick. king of Deamark, his genealogy related by: the author 
to king James, when he had three ambaſſadors joined in one 
commiſſion in a Scotland, 392, 303.4 Hath Kan fair r 
Rad 305. 


« 
* 
— 
— * * 


GORD 0 w, 2 ci of that name, is Killed by thi ex 
_ $3 Morray, jon #7: 

Gowrie (:arl of) treaſurer of Edinburgh, 460 Intercedes: for 
> - the life of the earl of Arran, 246. But keeps him in cu- 
ſtody, 247. Repents his being drawn in by Drumwhaſel to 
Join with the lords that were againſt the king, 248. But at 
St. Andrew's: he turns to the lords of the king's party, 253. 
Treats his majeſty royally at the houſe of Ruthven, 255. Begs 
bis majeſty's pardon and obtains it, #6:d; B driven from court 
by the ear] cf Arran, but reconciled to him, 263. Yet condi- 
tions being unperformed, he reſolves to leave the country, 
264. ' Obtains his majeſty's conſent to depart, the ſaid ear]-of 

/ Arran proving his mortal enemy, 286. Before he goes, takes 
pat with the earl of Angus and others in their deſign to 
take Stirling, in deſpite of the ſaid earl, 287. Is taken pri- 
ſoner in that enterprize, 288. Is near of kin to his majeſty, 
ibid. Hath his lands ſeized; 88 Is ted 227. ſcattold; 

dying a devout chriſtian, n 0 


508 . 


* 


' Guiſe (duke of) goes with a great army into Italy, after the 


Henry VIII. king of England, is diſcontented at the pope's de- e 8 Fe: 1 
nial of his divorce from queen Katharine, and thereupon pro- 0 _ 
_ _ claims himſelf head of the kirk, diſcharging St. Peter's, pen- 


2209z-=-23 1. 


breach of the truce between the emperor and French by the 2 : I 
| pope's perſuaſion, 3. He and the Lieutenant of Picardy un- . 
expectedly enter on the king of Spain's dominions, ibid. Is 


killed by Poltrot at the ſiege of Orleans, 79. For which the 5 A 


% 


admiral of France is accuſed, 81, But cleared, 82. 


? 


| H #* f 


HAMILTON (lord) is advanced to be governor of Scotland, 

32. Induced. to reſign the government to the queen, 61. 

Hamilton of Buthwelhaugh ſhoots the regent. Mutray in his 
paſſage to Linlitngow, 196. And eſcapes, ibid. 


: — 


nies there, and the pope's authority, 21. Declares his daugh- 
ter Mary a baſtari, 22, Obtains a divorce from his own cler- T0 1 
vy, and ſeeks amity with his nephew James V. king of _ 


| Scotland, defiring an interview with him, at York, ibid. a 
ſhort character of him, 25, Is highly offended at che difap= 
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1 pointment and Os n upon bim by kin 
meeting him at Vork, that he ſent an 12 5 Scotland, to 
deſtroy it, 29. Is much afflited at the death of the king of 
Scotland, and lays down the feaſons of his warring with that 
nation, 30. His wrath againſt ope is great, ibid. He de- 
moliſheth abbays, and compels the nobility to exchange their 
lands for them, that they might never return to the kirk, 
31. Endeavours a match between Edward VI. his fon, and 
Mary of Scotland, though it brake off, and cauſed war be- 
tween the two kingdoms, 32. 
Henry II. of France had hot wars with the emperor; the oc- 
caſion and management thereof 45. 1. Is hurt by the ſhiver 
of a ſpear, engaging with the earl of Montgomery at the ju- 
ſtings of his daughter's marriage with the king of Spain, and 
dies eight days after, 68. 
Henry (Prince) king James VL his firſt fon, born at Stirling, 


3 

Herre (lord) is impriſoned i in the caſtle of Edinburgh, 193. 

Hume (George) turns William Keith out of his place of maſter * 
of the wardrobe, when king James was in Denmark, 331. 
Being knighted, is made maſter of the wardrobe, 359. 

Hume (lord) takes part with the Hamiltons and queen's faQion, 
201. With whom the regent Morton durſt not meddle, 
ſtanding in awe of his party. 228. Dies ſhortly after, being 

a © priſoner in Edinburgh caitle, bd. 

Hunſdon (earl of) hath a'conference on the borders with the earl 

of Arran, 291 Contrives a ſecret plot, bid. 

9 (earl of) is chief of the new faction about his majeſty, 
320. Endeavours to turn out the maſter of Gray, and Mait- 
land the chancellor, ibid. Procures the gift oi the benefice of 
Dunfermling ibid. Great diſorders occafioned by the diſſenſion 
between him and other earls, 363. ls ſent home hereupon, 

364. Triumphs and takes advantage of the earl of Murray's 

lands, giving him juſt cauſe of SOLOS, 1514. Kills _ earl 

of 1 „ ibid. 


'B 
JAR ES v. of Scotland his bios ſpeech to the prefats 
26. Gives the ward and marriage of Kelly in Angus to 
ſecond ſon of the laitd of Grange, 27. Gives ear to the Mer: | 
ey to put off the convention with king Henry VIII. at York, 
ibid. Is forced to raife an arn-y to defend his country upon 
that account, 29. Is much troubled at the defeat of his ar- 


my, and uſeth ſ-vere language againft the prelates, who fear- 
ing Bis diſpleaſure, poiſon him en Italian poſſet, 30. 


ears of queen Mary” $ AI to return t Scotland, 
to France to requeit it, 73. Returns to Scotland to 
for her Ts X "ibid, See earl of Murray, 


"=D. ** 0 VT. © 6 
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of the laird of Grange to be reſtored, 231. Orders his bones 


to be taken up and honourably buried at Kinghorn, ibid. Is 


brougbt up at Stirling by Alexander Erſkine and the lady Mar, 
233. Hath four maſters, their characters, 234. The earl of 
Morton being depoſed, he takes the government into his own 


hands, 239. ls ſurpriſed by the lords, in the houſe of Hun- 


tington, 244+ Is conveyed afterward to Stirling, and there re- 
tained, 246. Laments his miſhandling during that captivity, 


247. Invites by letters ſome of the nobility to a convention, 


247, 248. Goes from Falkland to St. Andrew's, ſome few 
days before the convention, to the earl of March, 251. Thinks 
himſelf there at liberty, ibid. Lodgeth in an old inn there, ibid. 


Becomes: maſter of the caſtle, 253. And-declares his mode- 


rate intention toward all the lords, ibid. Orders four lords to 
retire, and retains the reſt-as his countil, 254. Returns the 


author thanks as the only inſtrument of procuring his liberty, 


ibid. Cauſeth a proclamation to be made according to his mo- 


derate intentions, ibid. Is gently inclined toward all the nobili- 


ty, and treated particularly by the earl of Gowrie, 254, 255. 
Sollicites the author to prevail with the lord Gowrie, that 
the earl of Arran might come to court and kiſs his hand, 
promiſing be ſhould net ſtay there, 257. Sends a-letter in 
anſwer to queen Elizabeth's, 260. The contents thereof, 
261263. His majeſty is taken again, 264. Gives ſe- 
cretary Walſingham audience, 273. Sends a letter to queen 
Elizabeth, promiſing not to bring again the earl of Arran into 
court, 275» Is taken at the Road of Ruthven, ibid. And 
. retained captive, 276. Takes little cart to prevent inconve- 
niencies, yet obtains his liberty, ibid. Aſſures the author that 
he would convene a council of lords at Edinburgh, 271. His 
dream concerning the earl of Gowrie, 283, Writes for Mel- 
vil the author to come and adviſe him, 289. Loves Wotton, 
ſent to him by the queen of England, before he ſaw bim, by 


reaſon of the advantageous character which the maſter of Gray 


gave him, 292. Orders the author to come and entertain him, 


ibid Orders the author al ſo to entertain the Daniſh ambaſſa- 
dors, 297. And becauſe they were three in commiſſion, wiſh- 
eth him to chooſe two more to accompany him, which he 


did, 18d. Gives them audience at Dunfermling, and is much 
diffatisfied at their ill handling, 297, 298. Grows impatient 


to hear the author ſpeak againſt Wotton, 302. Acquaints 
the author that he was informed the king of Denmark's de- 


ſcent was from merchants, ibid. But after he was informed of 


the truth, he ſends for the ſaid ambaſſadors, 30 3. Promiſet h 


them, a ſpeedy diſpatch to their ſatisfaction, 304. Orders a 
.-banquet for them, is hindered from being preſent at it, but 
being informed how matters ſtood, goes thither and drinks to 
the Ling, ueen, and ambaſſadors of Denmark, to their great 
content, ibid. Cauſeth their diſpatch to be ready according to 
.promiſe, ibid, Sends to the carl of Arran for a great gold 


F C TH; 7 
James VI. (king) born, 138. When of age he cauſeth the heirs 
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* | chal Which be got from Sir James Balfour, to pref 


the three ambaſſadors, which was done accordingly, 305 wi 
Sends to agree with the baniſhed lords at their coming td che 
Stirling, 3 10. Where it was agreed his majeſty ſhould be in ine 
their hands, and no rigour uſed to thoſe about him, ibid vil 
Calls them traitors at firſt, but after grants them a pardon bl 
ibid, Acknowlegeth the earl of Arran to have been a bad mi rag 
niſter of ſtate, and that he ſhould never be re-admitted to court, 35 
$12. Hears the news of his mother's execution, which high pr. 

ly diſpleaſed him, 316. Convenes a parliament: defiring the ©** 

- afliſtance of his ſubjects, ibid. When he at firſt hears the ent 
- Were about the conviction of his mother, he ſent to ambaſ: pal 
fadors on her behalf, ibid. Sends for the author to prepare fice 
him to go ambaſſador to England, ibid. Goes to the weſl Fa 
ern borders to reform ſome diſorders: between the Max- del 
wells and « Fohnſons, 319. Reſolves to wait an opportu ſen 
nity to revenge his mother's death, rather than trouble the abe 
peace of the kingdom of England, ibid. Is courted in mar- ny 


riage by many great princes, 323. Afks counſel of God b 
| mae fifteen days, and then reſolves to marry the king of ean 
Denmarke's daughter, 324. Makes choice of the àuthor to 
go ambaſſador to Denmark, 25¹d. Perſuades him to undertake 
that embaſſy, 75/4. Conſents that his brother the lord Tung- 
land ſhould be joined in commiſſion with him, and gives him 
commiſſion by word of mouth, 325. Is angry with the au- 
thor, 326. Is adviſed to ſend to queen Elizabeth to deſire her 
Tonſent to his marriage with Denmark, ibid. Her anſwer Fr 
thereunto, 327. Is incenſed with his counſel for voting a- 
Keainſt that marriage; ibid. Deals ptivately with thoſe at 
Eaioburgh „to threaten the council and chancellor, "menacing 
him with death, if that marriage was hindered; upon which 
he ſends the earl Mariſchal with two other perſons to Den- 
mark, ibid. Hears of their being at ſea with the queen, and 
makes preparation for her reception; and being impatient WI 
at their long delay, lays the fault on his council, 328. Directs ll © © 
- colonel Stuart to Sir Robert Melvi) and the author, charging 
them to take care of his eſtate in his abſence, 329. Is per- NN E 
ſuaded to go in perfon to Denmark, 330. Sails to Denmark Wl 2c 


in perſon to fetch the queen, and leaves Sir Robert Mclvil {With 


vice chancellor, ibid. Three ſhips went with him beſides his birt 
own; he lands at Norway, where the queen waited for a Reith 
wind, and there celebrates the marriage, 330, 331. Returns Wil to 1 

not that winter; is ſent for to Denmark, whither he went Lilley 
dy land with his new queen, where he behaves himfelf libe- 135 
rally and honourably by the way, and at the court of Den- ar 
mark, ibid. Is much troubled to make thoſe officers of ſtate Wl Is ; 
agree that were with him there, rb:d. Returns the next He 
ſpring with the admiral of Denmark and other perſons of qua- ¶ vil 
lity, 332. Treats them all honourably, and after the queen's am 
coronation diſmiſſeth them magnificently- rewarded, ibid. lan- 
| Sends for the author at his landing, ibid. Repents his anger Bl life 


S843 
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* 1 N 2D E X. ET 
with Sir Robert Melvil, and toms: it againſt TI chancellor, 


who incenſed him 


- 


m. againſt Sir Robert, 132, 334. Rewards | 


> the ſtrangers nobly after the queen's coronation and banquet- 
i ing to their great ſatisfaction, 335. Deſires Sir Robert Mel- 
7 vi! and the author to adviſe upon ſome good rules for eſta- 


bliſhing affairs before his going to Denmark; 336. Is abuſed 


fice, yet continues him till, 362. Is deſigned to be ſeized at 
elk land by Bothwell and his party; 365. And miraculouſſy 
* delivered by God from that conſpiracy, 367. Determines to 
; ſend ambaſſadors to England, Denmark, France and Flanders 
bout the birth of his ſon prince Henry, "hid. Requiring them 


ibid. The ambaſſadors are ſent, ibid. 


in England with his majeſty's mother, 3 28. Is ſent for by him 


his majeſty, ibid. 

France to the queen - mother of Scotland, 33. Goes firſt to 
French king, to the great Turk Soly man, ibid After his ar- 
rival at Paris is ſent to Rome, and whetefore, 3) But to 
arcs ſeicaces by Thggot: neee _ ne: 
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070 Sir Willi). is ſent ambaſſador to Flanders, vpon, the 
birt? of prince H ent 15 „ 307. 
to Denmark, at the requeſt g of the ſaid earl, 17. | 

pins e 0e e 5 4 rebel and _ papl 
barred there, ich 81 IS "fecured, 137. 


Is diſpatched wi be a nfwer- ſome time after; 144. 
He e bet two lecker fem queen Mary to Sir Robert Mel. 


ambaſſador to Scotland after Mr. Randolph's return to Eng- 


life ata revrard'of ln ON e tobe Fe 


to ſend ambaſſadors to ſolemnize the baptiſm of his firſt-born, 


Ireland by his maſter's command, and why; ibid. A pleaſant 
Rory: of bis barlot, 34. 1 Was formerly ambaſſador from the 


| N (Fenty) i is ſent ambaff dor 85 ee to Scorlan 7 


: upon the account of Maclean and other highlanders, 349, 
t 350. Sends for, Melvil the author to wait upon the queen, 
1 promiling him rewards, 351. Takes occaſion at table to diſ- 
ge courſe advantageouſty of the author to his queen, 352. Se- 

8 cures himſelf in Edinburgh after Bothwell's attempt on the 


palace 358. Thinks Sir Robert Melvil not fit för bis of- 


ean Kennedy, the wife of Sir Andrew Melvil, was a Jong time 


to wait upon the young queen, who making haſte was arow]u n- 
ed in the paſſage - boat in a great ſtorm, which was raiſed-by 
the witches of Scotland, ds: appears 90 an on confeſſion. to ; 


che os Mectkack,t bibop-of Valente, is feat ambatiador fem 


no effect, 38. Learns the mathematics of ene and 


EE K Kent)) ont of the coul herd of the duke of Lenox, | 


ord Andrew) i ſent ainhafſador with the earl Mariſchal | 


vil in ngland, and to what intent, 143,146. Is haſtened & 
land, 217. Defires the Ba, 123. of Sir Robert ; Melvil's s a 
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Logie, a young man, gentleman of mw ee to king james, 
35 7 Is accuſed and impriſoned for dealing 11 eur! ak 
well, 360. * 


i n eee, as he other the KiB 


4 


| 1 
eqn ment diene 5 WY ; 
cunſwick, 323. Colonel Stuart excuſeth the fame to king ll 


mes, lay ing the blame u on his 2 ibid. But the 
id king promiſeth to diſpoſe of his ſecond daughter to him, 

if he would ſend his 3 thither; but in the interim 
dies, leaving the ſame commiſſion wick the. council. and 


regents, 7 ibid. 


King of Navarre is governor for the time of the young F rench 


—— Charles IX. 70. Procures of the three eſtates aſſembled 
at Orleans, that the woen- mother mould be regent of - the 
realm, ibid. 
King of Spain entern the frontiers of France with: a great ar- 
m » 54. Ip 
Kings of Scotland never grew rich fince they left the highlands 
to dwell in the lowlands, but ever: fince diminiſhed, which his 
majefty found true, 350. | 
Knolle (Sir Henry) is ſent. ambaſſidor 1 queen Elizabeth at 
the dyet * at Frankfort, Anno 1 . 86. 1 
| bios 7-5 99 noe ede DE Got bo 
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L * 1CE STE R (earl of) adn 5 __ friend, and ſe- 
yeral other perſons of quality, 140. 

Lenox (duke) endeavours to free the king of Scots, 246. Retire 

. to Dunbarton, ibid. After ward goes to France and dies, 247. 

Lenox (earl of) is ſent for to be made regent of Scotland, in the 
room of the earl of Murray, 199. Proves a true Scotſman, 
201- After he had accepted of the regericy, he takes Brechin, ; 
and hangs the ſoldiers found in the kirk and ſteeple, 203. Is * 
| hot in the back in the enterprize of taking the lords priſoners | 
at wig 215. Dies i in few ages after, and makes a godly N 
end, 216. 


1 ae e Dandy king of Scotland, is com- 


- mitted to the tower and kept there a long time, becauſe he 
married the queen of Scots without the queen of England's 
advice, 118. 


Lidington, ſecretary to queen Mary, and in in great credit: with 


ſecretary Cecil, 75. He with the prior of St. Andrew's pro- 
cures a fair correſpondence between the two queens of Eng- 
land and Scotland, ibid, He retires with other perſons, being 
in danger of their. lives, 130. Goes from court, * Is gc- 
— of ug x king's: 1 80 2 5 ;ſons . bid. 2 
ontzht by the regent to delle the 
| Jaird of Grange hy be iv e HR 1. 15 at note by 
the. king $ lords en, priſoner 3255 the ſurrender 
of Edinburgh, 95 287. Dies at L ich ky an. 0. 1d Raman, 
to - prevent hiscoming: to the ſhamb =: with the 1 3h 22 


bond, 


the king, 253. Deſign to have the king in cuſtody, ibid. 


Lords met at Edinburgh; paſs a vote unanimouſly, being pre- 
occupied by the earl of Arran, 282. Thoſe lords who deſigned 
the attempt on Stirling fly to England, 288. Are forfaulted, 


ibid. They return and come to the borders with aſſiſtance, 
308. The baniſhed lords enter Stirling, fall on their knees, 


and beg his majeſty's pardon, 310. Which is granted, ibid. 
The lords gain great credit by their moderate behaviour, 311. 
Lorrain (cardinal of) deſigns to promote queen Mary to the crown 


of England, by alleging queen Elizabeth to be illegitimate, 
59. After the concluſion of peace is ſent ambaſſador to Spain, 
to take that king's oath, and to ſwear for his maſter's obſerve 
ing the ſame, ibid. Cauſeth all queen Mary's filver veflels 


co be engraven-with the arms of England, ibid. Propoſeth 


two matches to the emperor of Germany, 74, 76. 


&} 


„%% eo 


MACGIL (David) one of the duke of Lenox's counſellors, 
240. | 3 8 
Maclean and others, chiefs of the, Highlands, are ſubtilly 


brought to court by the chancellor, 349, 350. Are impri- 
ſoned in Edinburgh cafe, accuſed of foul murder, but get 


off, 350. : | | | 
[Maitland (Mr. John) Secretary, is confined to his houſe with 


others, 305. Oppoſeth the author in council, 313. Is made 
chancellor in Scotland, 319. Threatned to be killed, 327. 
"Hears of his majeſty*s diſcontent at the queen's delay of come 


ing from Denmark, and adviſeth him to fail thither in per- 
ſon to fetch her home, 330. Who goes with him pri- 


vately, ibid. Being at Denmark, he deviſeth many refor- 
mations to be made at his majeſty's return, 331. Cauſeth 


the lord Hume, earl Bothwell and divers others to be'impri- 
- Coned, for their diſobedience, during the abſence of the king, 


332. Miſrepreſents Sir Robert Melvil, and envies him, 


though a great friend to his promotion, 333. Emulation be- 


tween the council and him, who deſign to turn him out, 
334. But prevents it, being diſcovered, ibid, Great hatred 
between him and the duke of Lenox, 360. He retires to his 


-own houſe, and is accuſed of ſeveral crimes, ibid., Procures 
again his majeſty's favour, and is reintroduced at oontt, and 
- at length reconciled to the \ 3 "Us | 1 
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Mar (earl of) keeps the young prince, and will not deliver him 
to Bothwell, 157. Is made regent in the room of Lenox, 
217, Goes to Edinburgh to convene the lords in order to an 
accommodation, 221. In the mean time goes to Dalkeith, 
and ſhortly after dies at Stirling, 222. . -- „ 
- Mariſchal (earl) and, others lodge within the caſtle with his 
* majeſty of Scotland, 253. He and others retire to their houſes, 
255. Defires to ſupply the place of the iord Altry as ambaſ- 
ſador to Denmark, 326, Which is granted, ibid. But his 
commiſlion is fo ſlender, that he ſends the lord Dingwall for 
a licence to return or a power to conclude the match with 
Denmark, 327. Which he receives, and is preſently diſpatch- 
ed for Scotland by the regent and council, and the queen 
ſent home with him well attended, 328. But are driven 
by tempeſt upon the coaſt of Norway, the winds being raiſ- 
ed by the witches of Denmark, and the reaſon why, ibid. Is 
not well thought of by the king upon the account of his 
embaſſy to Denmark, occaſioned by the chancellor's miſ- 
repreſentation of him to his majeſty, 33 2. | 
.Marſhal of Berwick befiegeth Edinburgh caftle, aſſiſted by an 
Engliſh Army, and all Scotland, 226. Contends with the 
ambaſſador, 227, The laid of Cleiſ offers good conditions 
to quit the caſtle, ibid. Is forced to deliver up the prifoners 


in Edinburgh caſtle to the regent, being commanded by the 


queen of England to do it, 228, Which he doth with much 
regret, and returns to Berwick diſcontented, ibid. Takes 
the death of the laird of Grange very much to heart, by 
reaſon of the breach of his promiſe, and thereupon quits his 
employment of marſhal z whoſe loſs is much lamented, be- 
ing a worthy captain, 231. : 555 

Mary queen of Scotland, the only child left of king James V. 
32. Born when he lay on his death- bed, ibid. After her 
arrival in France great diſputes ariſe about her marriage be- 
tween the two factions in France, but is at laſt wedded to 
the Dauphin, 32, 33. Proves a ſorrowful widow after the 
death of her huſband, 71. By degrees leaves the court u 

on diſlike, occafioned by the queen-mother's rigorous deal - 


ing with her, 72. Is adviſed to return to Scotland, and be- 


have herſelf moderately, ibid. At length arrives in her own 
country, 75. Seems to approve of the match propoſed by 


the cardinal of Lorrain between her and the archduke of 


. Auſtria, 76. Advertiſeth the queen of England of this pro- 


poſal, defiring her advice, 88. Which the anſwers by Mr. 


Randolph, 88, 90. Lays aſide the thoughts of that match, 
and the reaſons why, 93. Behaves herſelf very diſcreetly, 


and gains great reputation in all countries, 110, Her cha- 
"rater, 111. Is much taken with the lord Darnly, 115. 


Determines to marry him, though oppoſed by ſeveral lords, 
116. And is married to him accordingly, 117. Is kept pri- 
ſoner by Douglas and his party upon the murder of Riccio, 


130. Cayſeth the king to adviſe them to withdraw the 
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in WPvarde they had upon her, 137. So they went all to their 


home; but the king, queen, and ſome in their retinue, went 


br, WW ee | and fon ; 
an at mid-night to Dunbar, 131, 132. Subſcribes .remiflions 
th, for the lord Murray and his dependers, larienting the young 


King's folly, 132. Goes to Stirling to ly in, her time ap- 
his proaching, 133. She miſlikes the king who grows melan- © 
es, chdlic thereupon, 133, 134. She is much troubled at that 
af. foul fat committed in her preſence, by killing her ſervant 


his Riccio, to the endangering of herſelf and the child in her 
for womb, 147. Keeps her chamber ſome time after the murder 

th of her huſband Darnly, 153. She wonders at the reports of 
h. her marriage with Bothwell, but denies it, 154. Is foreed to 

en marry him, the nobility approving it, and he having firſt ra- 
en viſhed. her, 155, 156. Is married by Adam Bothwell, after 
"of the reformed religion, 157, Reſigns herſelf to the laird of 
Is Grange, and is conveyed to Edinburgh, 162. Where ſhe is 
is reſpected by the nobles, but reviled by the vulgar, ibid. 

. Writes a letter, wherein ſhe calls Bothwell her dear heart, 


promiſing never to forſake him, 163. Which being brought 
to the lords by the treachery of one of her keepers, they ſent 
her to be ſecured in Lochlevin, ibid. Upon the lord Lindſay's 
coming ſhe ſubſcribed the demi ſſion of the government to the 
prince, and certain lords named as regents, 165. Is conveyed 
from Lochlevin to Hamilton, 174. After the loſs of the bat- 
tle of Langſide, ſhe quite loſeth her courage, never thinks her- 

_ - ſelf ſecure till ſhe arrives in England, 177. Is kept priſoner - 
in the north parts there, 189. Endeavours to get herſelf de- 
elared ſecond perfon of England; but it proves jineffectual, 
28. Receives warning of her death from the council the 
night before, 315. Her carriage and deportment thereupon, ' 

| ibid, Takes her death patiently, and dies couragiouſly, 316. 
Receives divers ſtroaks-with the ax through the executioner's . 

cruelty, ibid. | „ | | 

Maſter of Glammis is treaſurer of Scotland, 360. Deſigns to get 
; yy office from. Sir Robert Melvil, and manage the treaſury 
-folely, 397. ihr = | . 

Maſter of Gray in great favour with the king of Scots, and why, 

291. His character, ibid. Is ſent ambaſſador to England, and 
returns with great credit and .approbation, notwithſtanding 
he is miſrepreſented by the earl of Arran whom he begins 
by degrees to eclipſe, 291, 292. Acquaints his majeſty that 
"Mr. Wotton, a man of great parts, is upon his journey from 
the queen of England, and upon what account, 292. Procures 
the earl of Arran's liberty, 305. Is rewarded for it with the 
abbay of Dunfermling, ibid. At which the Engliſh ambaſſa- 
dor is enraged, but afterward reconciled to him, ibid. He re- 
tires to Dunkeld, 308. Is ſent for again to court, 309. And 
in as great favour as ever, 3 10. Is deprived of his benefice of 
Dunfermling, and diſcharged from the court, 3 20. 321. - 

Münuries (duke) goodſon to the landgrave of Heſſe, perſuades his 

goodfather to come to the —_—— 3 who retains him captive, 


x 


n * —_— —— 4 2 " 5 . "4 25 « 14 Kats , 
5 3 * 5 Oo $ K e Wr 3 * 
MA 5 * N 2 n 8 e 228 R * 
2 - — 


2 F * 
© >. a * i. 


„ 22 EE fo {oe 
| — N „ FE 
C * 


Bo 
* 


3 r 8 tr Or ale A Ae td 7 OS : 
e N 
— 8 7 W > — * 4 1 F e 
+0 a } : ** 3 „ 1 2 EL tf : — ! 
2 ” - 7 1 , y a 24 8 * 8 0 1 * 1 * Eo Bo * 
N $ OS ee "Ji 9 3 5 g 
- 4 * * * * 
* 4 : * K. 9 A < 
. ng - 1 —_ 2 * 5 — K 64 6 7 
| 8 Fay © 6 Wh p 4 „ N 
x Fu . 7 4 " 
P . 4 7? 


__— 39. Is couſin to the elector of Saxony, and obtains the cles 
3 | rate as a gift from the emperor, ibid. Sollicites the emperor 
3 for the liberty of his goodfather; but in vain, 40. Lays ſiege 
to Magdeburgh, being the emperor's lieutenant, 41. A ſubtil 

| man, ibid. Surpriſeth the emperor at Inſpruck; eompels him 

S2 to fly fo clearly out of Dutchland, that he never ſet foot in it 
again, 42. Vet he and the emperor is after reconciled, and lay 

fiege to the town of Metz, though to no purpoſe. ie. 

: Maximilian, king of the Romans, by his politic carriage between 
= proteſtant and catholic, obtains the empire, 76, 77. Is Killed 
—_ in ſeveral languages, 77. Proves an enemy to the match 
* with his brother Charles the archduke of Auſtria, and the 


5 IR» 3,2 
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1 queen of Scots, though ſeemingly a friend, 79. | 
E 8 Melvil (Sir Andrew) one of the undertakers to keep the caſtle 
* Hof Edinburgh, 226. Is maſter of the houſhold to queen Ma- 
19, 317. After maſter of the houſhold to king James, 328. 
. Marries Jean Kennedy, who had been a long time in Eng- 
land with queen Mary, ibid. „% Rs 
Melvil (Sir James) the author, and brother to Sir Andrew Mel 
vil, is ſent by the queen-mather with the biſhop of Valence 
to be page of honour to her daughter, there married to the 
dauphin, 33. The kindneſs of Odocart's daughter to him, = 
promiſing him marriage, 35. His pleaſant diſcovery of the two | 
Scotſmen's deceit, to whoſe care he was committed in their jours £12 
ney to Paris, 36, 37. Is deſigned to be promoted by the biſhop, 
but prevented, and by what means, 43. . entertained in the 
ſervice of the conflable of France, by the conſent of. the bi- 
ſhop of Valence, 45. Is commiſſioned by the French king, 
and afterward by the conſtable to go into Scotland, and the 
purport of his commiſſion, 63,---65, Endeavours to be in- | 
formed of the prior of- St, Andrew's intentions, who declares 3 
his mind to him at large, 65, 66. In his return to France, | 
+ meets with an Engliſh mathematician, and the diſcourſe be- 
tween them, 67, 68. Gets licence of the queen of France to 
travel, the reaſon thereof; he takes his leave, 69. Is recom- ; 
mended to the eleQor Palatine by the conſtable his maſter, Wl - 
3 209 and entertained as one of his ſervants, 69, 70. And is there- ' | 
—_— upon ſent by the elector to condole the death of Francis II. . 
king of France, 70. Receives great favour from the king of 
= - Navarre and queen-regent, diſpatching him back with thanks 
* and a gift, 71. Returns, viſits Mary queen of Scotland, in 
% Her return home at Janvile, with a comfortable letter from 
duke Caſimir, 73. Receives thanks from the queen for it, 
with favourable offers when returned from travel, ibid. Is de- 
2 fired by the duke and his father to go into England about a 
match, with the queen and the duke; but refuſeth, and why, 
74. Receives a letter from Scotland, to enquire about the 
arch-duke of Auſtria, 75. Is ſent for by Maximilian, and 
x goes with a letter from the elector to him, 77, The paſſages 
between them, . 77,---80, Finds the propoſition of a match 
: with the archduke would prove ineffectual, and therefore 
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gent the earl of Lenox there, 20 
* regency as dangerous, 202. Is tal 
- Buchan, 209. Whom the laird of Grange would have re- 

leaſed by force, but he diſapproves of it, 210, 211. Finds 
| bail to ſerve his majeſty and the regent, and is diſcharged, 107d. 
Is ſent by the regent Mar to Edinburgh, to make an accom- 


| modation between thoſe in the caſtle and him, 220. Which 
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prefleth fora diſpatch, which at length he obtains, 80. Re- 


ceives a letter from Maximilian to the queen of Scots, ihide 


Is ſent by the prince elector, to the queen-mother of France, 


with an anſwer and picture to her propoſitions of a match be- 
tween her ſon Charles IX. and Maximilian's eldeſt daughter, 
$1. Is introduced into her preſence by the conſtable, ibid. Is 

rofered very large offers of preferment by the queen-mother, 


„ 
1 


if he would reſide there, 84. Receives letters from AN Ma- 
the queen 


ry, to return home, 85. Parts with a commiſſion | 
of England, 86. Preſents the pictures of Caſimir, and his re- 
lations to her, 879. Which the returns next day, ibid. Re- 


fufing to —_ of them, ibid. Writes back to his father and 
himſelf a diſſuaſive from that marriage, and receives thanks, 
ibid. Returns into Scotland, and preſents the queen with letters 


from foreign princes, 92, 93. Receives great profers from the 
queen, but refuſeth them, and upon what ground, 93. Is ſent 


with inſtructions to queen Elizabeth and her friends, to pro- 


eure a reconciliation, 94. The inſtructions at large, 94-97. 
Being arrrived at London, he next morning receives his an- 


ſwer from the queen, 97, 98. Perſuades her majeſty to tear 
the angry letter ſhe intended to fend queen Mary, in anſwer 


to her's, 99. Which ſhe did, ibid. The private conference 


between the queen of England and him, being a character of 
the two queens full of diverſion, 100,--105. Takes his leave, 
and returns to Scotland with many preſents, 107. Acquaints . 
His queen with queen Elizabeth's anſwer, ies; og 
_ queen's marriage begs leave to travel; which the refuſeth, 
118. Upon her promiſes, ſtays and adviſeth her, 119,---12r, 
_ Officiates as her ſecretary, Lidington being abſent upon ſome 


ſuſpicion, 134. Rides poſt to London to'give an account to 


the queen of the birth of a ſon in Scotland, 138. Has a ſatis- 


factory audience, 138, 139. Shews a letter to her majeſty 
from Thomas Biſhop againſt her marriage with Bothwell, and 
is forced to fly for it, 154, 155. But returns, Bothwell's 


rage being allayed, 155. Is afterwards taken priſoner when 
_ Bothwell ſeized the queen, ibid. Refuſeth at firft to be ſent 


commiſſioner by the lords who concluded to crown the prince, 


to the lords aſſembled at Hamilton; but at laſt accepts, 165, 
166. Declares their anſwer at Stirling 167. Is ſent to meet 
the lord Murray at Berwick upon his return from France, to 
_ adviſe him, 168.” Is ſent by another party with contrary in- 


ſtructions, ibid. Deviſeth with others a remedy for the re- 


gent's preſervation and to bring them into a good opinion with 
the people, 194, 195. Is ſent to Berwick to the earl of Suſ- 
ſex, and why, 199. Receives an 


anſwer, 200. Viſits the re- 
Diſſoades him from the 
ten priſoner by the carl of 
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they were all inclinable to, ibid. And r death by 
the regent Morton, 222. Profereth himſelf à pledge that 
the caſtle of Edinburgh ſhould be delivered by the laird of 
Grange to the regent, 224. Loſeth the regent's favour by 

+ telling his faults freely, 233. Is ordained to hold the juſtice- 
.ayre of Weſt-lothian with other perſons at Edinburgh, 244. 
Is ſent for by his majeſty, 248. Goes to wait upon him, 
though reſolved to lead a contemplative life, 249. Diſcourſeth 
with his majeſty about the ſtate of all countries, ibid. Pre. 
vails with the biſbop of St. Andrew's to entertain his majeſty 
in the caſtle, 252. Adviſeth him to go into the caſtle for his ſe- 

_ eurity, 101d. Is acknowleged by his majeſty to be the fole procu- 
rer of his liberty, 254. His counſel is much depended upon by 
the king, 256. Is one of his council, 257. Oppoſeth the earl 
of Arran's new invented proclamation in the council-houſe, 
258. Is gentleman of his majeſty's chamber, and a member 
of the privy council, 264. Is writ to by his majeſty to attend 
Him, and obeys, 266. Takes a long letter with him to put 
him in mind of his promiſes; the contents thereof, 266-271, 
Arrives at Stirling, and diſſuades his majeſty from ſending am- 
baſſadors to England for that preſent, 271, Which his maje- 
Ry condeſcends to, and he retires, ibid. Is ſent for again to 
conduct ſecretary Walſingham to his audience, ibid. Is ap- 
pointed with four more to endeavour the underſtanding his 

_ Intentions, 273. Refuſeth the office of ſecretary offered him, 
276. Is deprived of all employments by the earl of Ar- 
ran's means, though contrary to his majeſty's promiſe, 277, 
Veet is ordered to prepare for an embaſſy to England, and pens 
the ſpeech he intends to pronounce to the queen, 277, 278, 
The contents, 278,---281, A large conference is held between 
king James and him about his affairs, 283,---285. Is left by 
dis majeſty in anger, 284. Entertains a ſmart diſcourſe with 
the earl of Arran, '285. Is reſolved upon that account to at- 
tend no longer than the end of the convention, 286. Is ſent 
for by his majeſty, and graciouſly received, 289. Conducts 
Daviſon the Engliſh agent to his audience at Falkland, 290. 
Adviſeth his majeſty that Daviſon endeavours the diſturbance 
of the kingdon, ibid. Is ſent for to entertain Mr. Wotton, 
292. Gives an account of his carriage, and defigns in France 
at the age of twenty one, 292,296. Gives his majeſty 
caution to beware of him; but is not taken notice of, 296. 
Is appointed with two more to entertain the three Daniſh 
ambaſſadors, 297. Pacifies the firſt of the three with diſ- 
courſe for imdignities offered them, 299,---301. Gives an 

. agcount of the king of, Denmark's genealogy, 302, 303. 
Which undeceives the king of Scotland, and ſatisfies him, 
ibid. Goes on board 'of the ambaſſadors of Denmark, being 
upon their departure, with preſents, 306. Takes leave of 
them, rewards the officers, declaring the particulars to bis. 
Majeſty, ibid. Shifts off his going ambaſſador to Denmark, 
lid. Is ſent for to court, 303, Is ſent upon a forged errand 
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to Dunkeld, and his commiſſion, 309, At his return forewirns 


his majefty of what would follow the carl of Arran's raſh pro- 
ceedings, 311, 312. Is for an act of oblivion and reſtoring the 
baniſhed lords, but oppoſed, 3 13. Is ſent for to go to England to 
confirm the league with queen Elizabeth, 317. But endea- 
vours to avoid it, ibid. Is diſcharged of that embaſly, 318. 
And deſigned ambaſſador to Spain, 320. But has no deſire for 


chat voyage, ibid. Is nominated to go to Denmark; which 
de likewiſe declines, 322. Is defired by Dubartas the Freneh 


t to go with a commiſſion. to the king of Navarre, 323. 
at refuſeth it, ibid. Seeing no preparations for his diſpatch 
to Denmark, he obtains licence and prepares himſelf for the 


next order, 325, 326. Is ſent for by his majeſty, at his land- 


ing in Scotland, 332. Is commanded to attend the earl of 
Worceſter ambaſſador from England, ſent to congratulate both _ 


. their majeſties at their arrival, ibid, Is acquainted with his 


majeſty's proceedings in his voyage, 332, 333. He and Sir 


Robert Melvil ſet down ſome rules for the management of 
his affairs by his order, 336, - 349. Is ſent for to Falkland, 
and acquainted that he is dcfigned* to wait upon the young 
queen, 351. Which he did for ſeveral years, 353. He and 
his brother Sir Robert advertiſed his majeſty of a deſign a- 
gainſt him by Bothwell and his complices, 358. Which was 


8 Nighted, ibid. Is one of the privy council and gentleman of her 


majeſty's chamber, 3 59. Is appointed with others to enter- 
tain ambaſſadors from foreign parts uf on the birth of prince 
Henry, 368. Is alfo appointed to attend the two ambaſſadors 
from Denmark about the performance of the contract of 


marriage, 370. 


Melvil (Sir Robert) is ſent ambaſſador in ordinary into England 


by queen Mary 128. And upon what account, 101d. Is taken 


. priſoner with others after the ſurrender of Edinburgh caſtle, 


227, 228. Is one of the king's council, 257. Gets intelli- 
gence of the Engliſh ambaſſadors deſigns againſt king James, 
307. Acquaints his majeſty therewith, ibid. Offers by com- 
bat to juſtify it, but is prevented by his majeſty, ibid. Is ſent 
ambaſſador with another to treat about the accuſation of the 


queen of Scots, 316. Speaks boldly, and had been detained 


priſoner, but for the intereſt of the maſter of Gray in England, 


ibid. Is left vice - chancellor of Scotland, during his majeſty's 


abſence at Denmark, 3 30. Calumniated and threatened to be 
impriſoned, and have his office taken, through the chancellor's 
means, 333. Gives his majeſty notice of Bothwell's deſign 
againſt him, 358. Is made deputy treaſurer, 359. Is threaten- 


ed with death by the captain of the. guards, 360. But the 


queen ſtood his friend, 361. Sends his ſervant to acquaint the * 


iy king with Bothwell's conſpiracy againſt him in Falkland, for 


| whict he is derided, 366. Is ſent ambaſſador to England from 
| | 


king James, 370. 


Morton (earl of} is challenged to fight by lord Herreis upon 


- 


| the account of the king's death, 191, Apfoints four men to 
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kill Grange at the entrance of the regent's lodgings, without 
the regent's privity, 192. Has a great faction in the country, 
though diſappointed of the Regency, 219. But is made re- 
gent after the deceaſe of the earl of Mar by the aſſiſtance of 
England, 222. Promiſeth to the agreement with the lords of 
the caftle of Edinburgh, but Reers another courſe, 225. An- 
. ticjpates the marſhal of Berwick, and gets an anſwer from the 
queen of England to have the priſoners taken at Edinburgh 
caſtle delivered up, and a commiſſion for their execution, be- 
ore he could ſend, 228. Triumphs a while, - becauſe of his 
great aſſiſtance from England, 231. His whole ſtudy is to gain 
riches from England and Scotland, 232. Of which England 
too late repented, ibid. Holds the country in a more ſettled 
eſtate than it had been in for many years, ibid. Grows proud, 
deſpiſeth the nobility, commits ſeveral wrongs, and proſecutes 
3 ſeveral gentlemen, 232, 233. Expoſeth the earl of Orkney to 
Z great hardſhip, 236, Yields eafily to his depoſition. from the 
- _ regency, retiring to Lochlevin, ibid. But by his deſigns gets 
in again to be maſter of the court, ibid. Is accuſed by James 
Stuart of the late king's murder, 237. Is condemned at-the 
aſſize for it, 239. And dies reſolutely, ibid,  - - 
Murray (earl James) and the earl of Bedford meet near Berwick 
about the marriage of queen Mary with Leiceſter, with ſlen- 
derer offers than expected from him, 109. Being oge of the 
baniſhed lords, is ſent for from Newcaſtle, and re- entertained 
by the queen, 130, 131. Retires from court, 153. Obtains 
| leave to go to France, before the queen married Buthwell, 156. 
_ 1 Is appointed by the queen firſt regent of the young prince, 165, 
| - Whereupon he is ſent for from France by the lords, ibid. Ac- 
1 cepts the regency of the prince, after a tefuſal, 169. Enters at 
4 \ firſt fight upon ſuch injurious reproaches of her majeſty, as 
| were like to break her heart, ibid. Takes the forts and ca- 
ſtles into his hands, 173, Clears the borders of thieves, and 
Holds juſtice ayres, ibid. Goes to England, accompanied with 
2 | many lords, to accuſe queen Mary, 179. Is privately diſſuaded 
| F - from it by the duke of Norfolk, 181, etc. It is agreed that 
7 he ſhall by no means proceed in that accuſation, 163. Breaks 
his word with the duke, and comes from the council- houſe 
with tears in his eyes, 185, 186. Is deſpiſed by the queen 
of England for his intention to accuſe her, deteſted by the 
duke, reproached by his friends, living at Kingſton penyleſs 
and unregarded, 186. Is reconciled to the duke, 183. Has | 
2000 l. of the queen, for which the duke becomes ſurety, PA 
and afterwards paid it, 188. Takes leave of the queen, but diſ- 
covers again all that ever paſt between the duke and himſelf, I par. 
ibid. Promiſing to ſend the queen thoſe letters he ſhould re- 16 
ceive in Scotland from him, 189. Sends for ſecretary Liding- 
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ton, as being of council with the duke of Norfolk, reſolving 3 
to accuſe him, and writes for him to come to make a diſ- "4 


patch for England, 190. Being come, is accuſed before the Pau! 
- Privy council of the late King's murder, and impriſoned, ibid. 
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12 miſled, e 3 inclined, by vain protences, to his own. 

wreck and the ruin of others, 194. Gives ear to flatterers, 
ibid. Diſſembles with Grange and Lidington, 194, 195. 
His character, 195, etc. Is ſhot by Hamilton of Bothwel- 
haugh, and dies the fame night, 169. 

Murray (earl of) takes part with — 364 And is ki 

* at his own bouſe, ibid, 


N 


NO R FOLK {duke of) ſent with an army out of England to 
help the congregationiſts, 69, He and ſeveral other counſel» 
lors ſent down to York to hear the regent's accuſation of his 
queen, and be judges thereof, 179. Privately diſſuades the re- 
gent from accuſing the queen, for the king her ſon's fake, 181, 
etc. Is the greateſt ſubjeQ in Europe, not being a free - born 
prince, 183. Ruling Yo queen and all, ibid. His purpoſes 
diſcovered to the queen, whereby the regent loſt the duke's 

- favour, yet ſpeaks bolely to her majeſty, 186, 187. Is pre- 
vailed with to enter into friendſhip again with the regent, up- 
on promiſe of his future ſecrecy, 138. Acquaints the regent with 

his refolution to marry the queen of Scots, and that he had a 


ſecurity for 2000 J. which Murray the regent of Scotland re- 
ceived from the queen of England, which he after paid, ibid. 
Is ſent for by the queen to come to court (being again deceived 
by the regent then in Scotland) applies himſelf to ſecreta 
Cecil, who told him there was no danger, ſo that he rode 
with his train only, 190. Is ſeized by the treachery of Cecil, 
hos after a tedious captivity, dies of the reformed religion, 
ibid. | 

Normand Leſſy Mint great honour in the wars, between Henry 
K. of France and the emperor, 48. 


O 


OCH ILTREE (lord ) and divers aki; in revenge of he 
death of the ear] of Murray, take part with the earl of Both- 
well, 364, 365. Adviſeth him to ſeize on his majeſty in his 
palace at Falkland, 365. | 

Octavians in Scotland, who, and why ſo called, 348. 

Octavio (duke) Son- in- law to the emperor Charles V. is leg! to 
the pope s 898 and why, 39. 


P 


p ARLI AM ENT E at Linlithgow for the reſtitu · 
tion of the baniſhed lords, 311. 

Parma (duke of) governour of Flanders, wins the hearts of his 
(ſoldiers, and enemies, by his prudent behaviour, 321. Is ſuſ- 
pected by the Spaniſh king to have a deſign on Flanders, which 
cauſed him to deny the Spaniards victuals, ſhips, and landing 
in his territories, 157d. 

Paul IV. (Pope) breaks off the five years truce between the 
F rene * and the 1 52. . ä 


daughter fitter for the king than any other, ibid. Becomes 
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be mediator between the emperor 


Prelates of Scotland endeayour to win king James V. by large 
profers and perſuafions, to their opinion, 26, 27. They ex- 
aſperate his majeſty againſt the treaſurer by their inſinuations, 

= 28, But he gets well off, 29. ; | TS ne 
F Prior of St. Andrews (lord James) natural ſon to James V. 
| king of Scotland, 62. Afterwards earl of Murray, 75. See 

/ urra 7. R 3 | 5 
: Friee of Pittenweem, a great debaucher of women and maidens; 

28. N | | . | 
Proteſtants grown very numerous in Scotland, 61. Being perſe- 
cuted they ſtand: to their own defence, binding themſelves to- 
| ether under the name of the Congregation, and break down 
images, kirks and cloiſters, 62. 1 9 


QUEEN. MOTHER of France is glad at the death of 
Francis II. her ſon, he being wholly ruled by the duke of 
Guiſe, and the cardinal his brother, 70. Whereupon ſhe diſ- 
chargeth the king of Nayarre and prince of Conde, who had 

a a ſcaffold erected for their execution, ibid. Is made regent by 

the three eſtates during the minority of Charles IX. 70, 71. 

Seems inclinable to the proteſtant religion, intending to join 
with the proteſtant princes, 71. Makes a peace after the bat- 

; Rs... 3: Sa 5 

Queen-regent of Scotland receives the government from Hamil- 
ton, 61. Iſſues out a ſevere proclamation againſt. proteftants,, 
62. Is diſturbed at the diſcourſe of the prior of St. Andrews 
and others, and reſolves to perſecute them more, ibid. Sends 
to France about the diſorders in her country for help, ibid. 
She, during the controverſy with the congregation, retires 
with Monſieur d'Oſel and other Frenchmen to Leith, which 
is fortified, expecting French ſupplies, 69. But being indiſ- 
poſed, retires to the caſtle of Edinburgh, and dies with regret 
that ſhe followed the advice of her French friends, ibide. 
ueen of Scotland, the king of Denmark's daughter married te 
ing James VI. is crowned, 335. Shews Sir James Melvil 
no great countenance at firſt, 352. But at length ſeems well 
ſatisfied with his ſervice, 353. Is offended with the chancel- 
lor, for delaying her marriage with the king of Scots, 360. 
Uſually ſpeaks in favour of thoſe officers that are mirepreſented 
to the king, 36 1. Is offended with the chancellor, but recon- 
ciled, 362. Gives the Engliſh, Daniſh and Dutch ambaſſadors 
| audience, 369. | End Fe pf 
St. Quintin, and ſeveral other towns loſt by the French to the 
Spaniard, 57. R | 3 


R AN DOLPH (Thomas) queen Elizabeth's agent in Scotland, 
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who would oppoſe the marriage of the queen of Scots, 121. 
1s ſent with the earl of Lenox ambaſſador unto Scotland, to 
ſet him forward with his power, 203.. Is a double dealer, and 
ſower of ſedition, 204. Glories that he had kindled ſuch a 
fire in Scotland as would not eaſily be extinguiſhed, 207. De- 


figns to have Morton regent in the lieu of Lenox, but failed, 


216, 217. Returns home, and why, 217. Is ſent again am- 


| baſſador to Scotland, 238. Hears that the author was de ſigned 


to be ſent ambaſſador into England, and oppaſeth it, propo- 

fing other perſons in that jùncture of time, 317. 
Riccio (David) a merry fellow, who came to Scotland with the 
ambaſſador of Savoy, is made ſecretary to the que#n of Scots, 
| 112. A muſician perſuaded to ſing with others, the occafion 
| of his promotion, . ibi d. Is ſuſpected to be penſioner and favour. 
' ite to the pope, 114. Is killed in the queen's preſence, to her 


great regret, ſhe being with child, by conſent of the king, 


130. 

Ruſſel (Sir Francis) warden of the Engliſh borders, is killed at 
a meeting between the two wardens. 304. 

Ruxbie, a rebel and papiſt, 135. Sent to ſift what he could get 
out of Mary queen of Scots, as to her right to the crown of 


ibid. Addreſſeth himſelf to the Scots queen, ibid. Writes to 


| 2 are diſcovered, and he ſecured, ibid. 


8 


SEATON . to king * of Scotland, 359. 
„ egie (laird of) one of the king's council, 257. Choſen to ac; 
$ company Metvil in the entertainment of the Daniſh am- 
5 baſſadors, 297. 

. Senarpon (Monſieur) lieu tenant in Nomendy for the French 
8 king, 29 3» 
E 
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Shaw (William) maſter of Wark, is choſen to accompany Mel- 
vil in his entertainment of the Daniſh ambaſladors with the 
laird: of Segie, 297. 


Skeen a lawyer, choſen to go to Denmark with the author, 325. 


il of the army againſt England, if king ry VIII. ſhould war 
11 againſt Scotland, 27. Is proclaimed lieweenant over the whole 


[- army, yet the lords diſdaining ſo mean a perſon, would not 


Js fight under him „ but ſuffered themſelves to be taken priſoners, 

29. 

-_ dimlon, (Amy) a midwife and witch, 35 3. Is burat with others, 
355. 

IF mith is made ſecretary to queen Elizabeth, 289. 

6 i ommer, ſecretary to the Engliſh ambaſſador in F. rance, 294. 


paniſh navy is rumoured to be bound for England, Scotland and 


Ireland, 320. Is: three years preparing, 321. The comman- 


d, den kney nothing of the deſign but what they underſtood by 


England, 136. Which he is to ſend to Mr. ſecretary Cecil, 


Cecil in her prejudice, 137. Is promiſed a reward, but his 


„ inclair (Oliver) promifed by the e made lieutenant 
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Spiny (lord ) is gentleman of the chamber to king. James, | 35 Jo 
He and the maſter of Glammis at variance, ibid. Is in great 


„ "8. 2 TO PO 


daughter, 323. | 4 5 
Stuart (James) ſon to the lord Ochiltree, a favourite of king 
James VI. 235. Perfuades the king to a progreſs, 237. Ac- 
\ *Tuſes the ear! of- Morton of the late king's murder, ibid. 
© Takes upon himſelf the title of earl of Arran, 240. Marrie 
the earl of March his relict, ibid. His character, 245. I 
kept priſoner by the lords in the cuſtody of the earl of Gowrie 4 
247. Obtains the favour of being confined to his own houſe f 
at Kinneil, 255. Adviſeth the king, but is oppoſed by Gow -; 
rie, 256. Gets acceſs to court, and ſtays there contrary t T 
. . promiſe, 257. Is reconciled to colonel Stuart by the author's] + 
means, 258. He and Melvil.the author claſh in council, 75:4} 
His inſolent carriage, 263. He and Gowrie are reconciled by -. 
his majeſty, ibid. He and his wife ruling all, - perſuade high} ---- 
- majeſty to go to Stirling, 265. He is captain of the caſtle 
and provoſt of the town, ibid. Adviſeth his majeſty to ſend 
the author ambaſſador to queen Elizabeth, intending thereby 
to enſnare him, ibid. Deſires a familiar conference with ſe ] 
cretary Walfingham, who refufeth it, 273. At. which bein} 
' Incenſed, be puts ſeveral indignities upon him, 274. Endes | 
vours to be made chancellor and captain of the caſtle of Edin] W 
burgh, 282. Uſeth his craft to pervert the effect of the con 
vention, ibid. Retires diſcontented to the caſtle of Edin fg | 
burgh, 286. His unworthy carriage, with many other particu + 
lars, ibid, Seizeth on Gowrie's lands, and divideth-them a W 
mong ſeveral others, upon condition they would aſſiſt hir = 
in the ruin of the faid Gowrie, 288, Confers with the ear w 
it 
; 
W 
a 
( 
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of Hunſdon on the borders, and plots with him ſecretly, 290 
291, Grants all that is defired at the conference with the ea 
of Hunſdon to procure queen. Elizabeth's friendſhip, 290 
297. Is ſlighted by the Daniſh ambaſſadors, whereupon he 
comes their enemy, 299. Is in digfavous at court, 304+ In 


D E * 


jetted in $1; Andrew's caſtle, ibid, Sends his Levihe? bo ths 
"maſter of Gray; promiſing's reward to procure” his liberty, * 


. 2 Obtains liberty to return to court, 308. Flies, 310. Comes 
e 1 1s EEE e by 925 * 


8 Berwick 199. 8 
che caftle 6f Hume and 


| l | 1 
Tac cor, 'a ſclentifical n man . hey year of 

his own death by palmeſtry, an, dies at Geneya accordingly,43. 
| Thiogmortom(Sir icholas ) ambaſſador from England to France, 
og = complains to the king and couneil of the queen of Scotland's 


3 i | queen Elizabeth with it, 69. Is ſent ambaſlador to Scotl 
= : diſſuade queen Mary from the marriage with Darnly, 111 4 
nz -: Own, when returned, the promiſes he had made to thoſe who 


\c-i © would flop thoſe proceedings without fear of queen or council, 


id. and comes off well, 121. Is incenſed that he was an inſtrument 


ies, to deceide the baniſhed: lords, therefore adviſeth them to beg 

I theirqueen's pardon, and pens a perſuaſive letter to her majeſiy 
ie * Scotland, 122127. A man of a deep reach, and great pru- 
uſe rms, ſtudying the union of both kingdoms, 137. Recon- 


well :: cileth the duke of Norfolk and the regent, 188. 


ta Tungland (lord) the author's brother, underrakes the embaſſy to 


rl - 'the king and princeſs of Navarre, 323. Is well treated and te- 
bid Leue ys" A NOS ens linguiſt, 324. EX II | 

hi -- Sagt ene „ 54M 1 © t 
ſtle VIELAMONTE; Aa | French pints fent to © Key queen of 
end Scotland to ſhew no favour to the proteſtant baniſhed lords, 
ebyl 128. A device of cardinal Lorrain' s lately returned from the 
ſe - coungil.of N _ 
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| WALSINGHAM (Sir Francis) is ſent to Scotland, 272, Hig. 


on character, ibid. Is conveyed by the author to St. obnftoun,275. 
in * Refuſeth to diſtourſe with any perſon about his embaſly but 
"ay bis majety, ibid. Is much troubled at the earl of Arran's court 


- favour, ibid. Returns to England and dies, 274. 
vt W auchop, patriarch of ireland, went ſeveral times to Rome by 
poſt, though blind, 35. 
William biſhop of Ely and Dr. Wotton fone commilfioners for 
ez , queen Mary in the treaty of pence at Cambray between France 
and Spain, 58. 

4 = Witches taken in Lothian 25 depoſe againſt the carl of Both- 
well, 453. They diſcourſe with the devil, his 2 and * 

diſcribed, and are burot, 354 2 5 

Li 


* 


dich be ſoon did, 305. "Is ordered ity} fetire to his houſe, 0 


eb new uſurped ſtile and arms, but without ſucceſs, 60. Acqua 2 | 
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Wood (John) ſecretary-to Murray the regent of Scotland, 293. 
I lf fired 8 the 8 8 of — 
and, 184. Produeeth the gecuſation of queen Mary, upon the 
deſire e who delivered it upon conditions; 185; Which 
was ſnatched from him by the biſhop of Orkney, who gave it 
in to the council, ibid. Procures all the letters ſent from the 
duke of Norfolk to hig maſter, which might tend to his ruin, 
180. Is well rew for his; pains, | | 2 


| Worceſter (carl of) is ſent a baſſador from England to congratu- 


late both» their — v6 oe peg nt lent, 
Wormiſton (laird of) killed at the ſeis ure of the lords at Stir= 


ling, 216. 


Wotton, (Dr.) ambaſſador from-Mary the queen of Enland who 
: hs refident there when the was married to 'Philip king of 
Spain, 292. 5 | EL Be EK Fo 
Wotton (Mr.) ſent by queen Elizabeth to king James as ambaf- 
ſador, 292. His parts and qualifications, ibid. His carriage in 
France, when very young, 292, —- 296. Brother's fon to Dr. 
Wotton am baſſador from England to Spain, 296. Fifty years | 
old when he came into Scotland, ibid. Becomes one of his 
majeſty's favourites, though be did more prejudice to his ma- 
jeſty, as to his affairs, than any Engliſhman that arrived there 


4 


before him, ibid. Is ſent hither to uſe all his wiles to diſturb 


the two kings (namely of Denmark and Scotland) and their 


1 


countries, 297. Viſits the Daniſh ambaſſadors, making large 


YOUNG (Peter) king James's'almoner ſent ambaſſador to Den- 


wn 


profers to lend them gold and ſilver, 298. But ſecretly; in- 
cenſeth them with the king's mean opinion of their maſter, 
299. Acquaints them that king James deſigned to affront them | 
Vith delays, ibid. Notwithſtandinz his double dealing with the 
king, he gains his majeſty's ear, 302. Makes a complaint to the 
king of the killing of Sir Francis Ruſſel on the borders, 304. 
Which occaſioned the earl of Arran's impriſonment, ibid. Ob- 
tains, with the aſſiſtance of his Scots friends, the chief manage - 
ment of king James's affairs, 307. His defigns dgainft'the King 
defeated, ibid. Flies to England without taking leave: of. his ma- 
_ Jeſly, ibid. Perſuades the noblemen of that nation, Who were 
dani ſhed into England, to return to their native country, ibid. 
His dangerous and circumventing practices, 314. 
1 * ? 


* 1 


FA * 


- anark, 306. His commiſſion, 306, 307. Returns with a friend- 

Iy anſwer, 313. Being very well contented with all tranſactions 

there, and as well rewarded, 3 21. Is ſent again to Denmark with 

the laird of Barnbarrow in commiſſion, 322. Returns, his com- 

miſſion being looked upon by the king of Denmark as inſuffi« 

. cient, 323. Sent a third time with an embaily to the Da- 

niſh king, and the dukes of Mecklenburgh and Brunſwick, 
upon the birth of prince Henry, 367, Returns with the reward 
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Lat 4 


lt to an or { Fa oY 
Acceſſiun, condeſce 
 Alwiſe,. although. 4 OT ; 
Anent, about, concerning, 28 
there-atient, concerning the 
0 ſa me, 


1 A 5 

HP 2 a ſuit or trial, 
7 or eve. 4 

+ ay 3 4 a JF ( 


nded, Joined together, com- 
n 
Being, ſeeing. 
Beſt, as the next beſt way or 
courſe. 


was « 


truce. 


Brangled, turmoiled, wee F 
ü Tagen, people © of the | fa 


in trouble. 


71 $5 


: Bub, in that is ed. 
ee EP 1 5 da TW 
Caution or cautioner, bail or 
ſurety. 


Clan, a tribe or family 4 
Tompeur, appear. 


| Here bene bore yas 


ticatly, apts Ta 
Compts, Accompts. 5 vo 
form, agreeable or ſuitable 
. 


; Conguer credit, to gain credit. 
Conwoyance, conveyance. 
Ne one that is or will 

be adviſed,” + 


42 * 


Decourted, diſcharged 6 Bom the 3 


court. 
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5 5 Scottiſh. Work and Pun As Es 
Contained. in this. HI TOR v. 


2 24. 5 jj 


Mf, laying. We or 


Dei, deviliſhneſs or. devi- 
lich tricks. 


-cafting, ling, down 0 or 


Punting, t 


2 eftuate, effected or done, 


"Bond of alliance, a league or N 


| Faſbion, as done for the fathion, 


. 
. 


transferring to another. 


De votious, addied to, very z 
favourable to. | 
tay, doom or damage. - 


demoliſhing 


2. 5 


E dane of h 
mers, ete. 


'. 1 


mit, ſend fotth. 
Lease, the 3 
. eme ee 


ction. 29 9 23 81 


that is, done as uſual and cu- 
ſftomary, 
Forefault, to find gullty in the 
abſence of a'perfon, 
F orthſerting, : advancement, pro- 
motion 9 


W fraudulent, deceitful, 


Gainfad, withlan, | 


A 
WS 


H 
8 batld-writing, 


Heme-going, returning bome. 
. inns. 
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Indoellers, 88 
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Ls. 
r 


"reftitpre "In 1 or, giv 


L. 
| — bidding fired, 


Leefings, lyes or lying tricks. 

Liberate, free; ſet at liberty. 

Loch, a watery foughy place, 
. tedious, 


Moftly for the moſt part. 
Meyer, means or . 1 795 


N | 

Noticed, x manifeſted, pee” 
. 

OFavians, eight lords appoint- 
ed to govern Scotland. 
On-waiter,, an attendant, 
Outmoſt, laſt or utmoſt. 2% 
Ont gate, a way or means. 

e. freeing from pri- 


50 
Prafiſed, dealt or "kd 
with to be brought over to 


Peril endangered. 6 by 
Perturbed diſturbed. ' 


| Prejudged, — — ES 


Procedure, proceedings, 
To preceſs, toſue. 5 
2 „ * 8 F 


R 
Ref, as he eres refuſe 


| feoffments, an E 
n by ener 


| Stormftead, triven” by tempeſt 


Weal of affairs, the good” 


25 


rig, Ann, finical, 81. 


+, written inſtrumentg 


to be ſigned. 
Steadable, firm, that will Rand | 
Be in ſtead, available. 


into a port, or harbour. 


5 e n 5 


— to come. A 5 
7 mouſly, in good or due Ms 


\ Tolerance, toleration, Lan 
FE, — 


v. 5 . | 

— countenance; as, a mer 
- ry volt, a merry wee, 
countenance. 

Unfrienas; enemies. TIT 

Unwonable, not to be won or 
courted to ſide with a party. 

Uptaking, compoſing, or tak- 
ing vp a bene or n 


* 


Ward, or hs rale. 
ment. 

omotion of bu Bn '1 

tle bygone, a long 2: cone 

+ figerable time fince or paſt, 


Whinger, a Scottiſh ſword, 
commonly called a Whine 


yard. 


Wrongouſly, - dee or 
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